
Living Near Streams and Lakes 

If you live next to a stream, lake, or wetland, you have a special opportunity to become a "water 
steward" and keep it healthy. Land bordering these waterways is considered sensitive and must be 
protected. Native vegetation is important because roots stabilize banks, guarding against erosion and 
potential flooding. Bellevue regulates activities occurring along city waterways. Moving earth or clearing 
vegetation next to a stream, lake, or wetland requires a permit. Call the Utilities Information Desk in 
Development Services at 425-452-4187 for information.  

Leave native vegetation in or alongside streams and lakes. Do not "landscape" next to these waterways 
or put in a lawn right to the edge of the water. Do not cut down trees or other overhanging vegetation. 

• Keep streambanks and channels in their natural, unaltered condition. Don't place riprap or fill on 
streambanks. If you are considering clearing, grading, or development near a stream, you will 
need a permit. Call the Utilities Information Desk in Development Services at 425-452-4187 for 
information. 

• Enhance a streambank near your home by planting native vegetation. Call 425-452-4127 for 
suggestions.  

• Keep yard waste and debris such as tires and boards away from streams, lakes, and wetlands. 
Don't dump Christmas trees into stream corridors. Bellevue's yard waste service will pick them up 
at curbside.  

• Restrict livestock use and keep pets away from waterways. Do not feed and encourage 
waterfowl. Animal and duck waste is bad news for water quality. 

 


