
Plant Selection 

Plants that thrive year-round without irrigation. Is it magic? No, it's science. In 
Western Washington, many plants do wonderfully well using only the water 
nature provides. These include old reliable shrubs such as lilacs, as well as 
rare perennials with names that are difficult to pronounce. There's no trick. It's 
simply a matter of: 

• Giving plants a good start  
• Knowing your site conditions  
• Choosing the right plants 

Know Your Site Conditions. 

Light, moisture, and soil types are three important factors that determine which plants to choose. Before 
making selections, observe the conditions in each area of your garden. 

• How much sun does the site get? Will your plant enjoy full sun (over 6 hours a day in summer), 
partial sun (4-6 hours) or shade (less than 4 hours)? Is there a reflective wall that makes the site 
a "hot spot?"  

• How much moisture collects on the site? Is it high ground which sheds water, or a low area which 
collects it? Does an overhang or evergreen tree prevent water from reaching the ground?  

• What kind of soil is on the site? Is it well drained or soggy? Deep or shallow? Rich in organic 
material or mostly sand or clay? 

Even the most drought-tolerant plants need water to get established. Plan on watering new perennials 
and shrubs for the first two years. Large trees may need to be watered for three years before they can get 
by on their own. 

Choose the Right Plants. 

How can you tell which plants will do well? The key is to find out which plants will thrive in the conditions 
you have. Consult regional gardening references, talk with experienced gardeners, or visit public gardens 
for ideas. Make a list of plants and take it to your favorite nursery. Bring home plants that will flourish in 
the different areas of your garden. The chart below will help you get started. 

Give Plants a Good Start 

Good planting practices promote vigorous roots which will support healthy, drought-tolerant plants. 
Improper planting can limit root spread and grow stunted plants that are susceptible to drought and other 
stresses. Follow the "Three P's" illustrated above in order to make sure you're planting the right way. 1. 
Prepare the area. 2. Plant correctly. 3. Protect the roots. 

1. Prepare Planting Area 

• Loosen soil at least 12" deep or several times as wide as the rootball.  
• Mix in 2"-6"compost.  
• Loosen sides of planting hole so roots can spread. 

2. Plant Correctly 

• Loosen & spread roots. Cut through circling roots on four sides and pull matted roots from bottom 
of rootball.  

• Make a ridge of soil to hold water.  
• Water transplants thoroughly. 

 



 

3. Protect Roots 

• Mulch to keep roots moist. Do not bury crown.  
• Stake tree 1/3 up from base. Use two stakes with wire and rubber hose to protect trunk. 

  Trees Shrubs Ground Covers & 
Perennials 

Full 
Sun 

• Amelanchier x 
grandiflora-- 
Serviceberry  

• Clerodendron 
trichotomum--
Glorybower  

• Koelreuteria 
paniculata--Godentrain 
Tree  

• Berberis thunbergii 
'Atropurpurea'--Red 
Leaf Japanese 
Barberry  

• Ceanothus 
veitchianus--Wild 
Lilac  

• Cistus hybridus--
White Rockrose  

• Artemesia 'Powis 
Castle'-- Wormwood  

• Helictotrichon 
sempervirens--Blue 
Oat Grass  

• Fragaria chiloensis--
Beach Strawberry  

• Robinia pseudoacacia 
'Purple Robe'--Purple 
Flowered Locust 

• Cotinus coggygria--
Smokebush 

• Nepeta x faasenii 
'Dropmore'-- 
Catmint 

Part 
Sun 

• Cornus mas--Cornelian 
Cherry  

• Nyssa sylvatica--Tupelo  
• Parrotia persica--

Persian Ironwood  

• Berberis verruculosa--
Warty Barberry  

• Daphne odora 
'Marginata'--Winter 
Daphne  

• Lonicera nitida--
'Baggeson's Gold'  

• Anemone x hybrida--
Japanese Anemone  

• Carex buchananii--
Leatherleaf Sedge  

• Geranium 
macrorrhizum--(no 
common name)  

• Robinia pseudoacacia 
'Frisia'--Goden leaf 
Locust 

• Rosa rubrifolia--
Redleaf Rose 

 

• Helleborus foetidus--
Stinking Hellebore 

Looking for ideas? Stroll through the Waterwise Garden at the Bellevue Botanical Garden. Find a 
section that's similar to the conditions in your garden and pick out the plants you like. Interpretive signs 
and plant tags will guide you. A complete plant list is available in the Visitor Center. The garden is located 
at 12001 Main St., Bellevue. 

Questions? Please call Utilities at 425 452-4127. 

 

http://www.bellevuewa.gov/5686.htm

