CITY OF BELLEVUE
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMISSION
MINUTES

Thursday, November 1, 2007 Bellevue City Hall
6:30 P.M. Regular Meeting 450 110™ Ave. NE

Conference Room 1E-112

PRESENT: Commissioners Carter, Helland, Kavoor, Larrivee, Mahon, Roberts,

Rogers

STAFF: Wes Jorgenson, Denny Vidmar, and Joyce Nichols

OTHERS: Councilmember Davidson and Virginia Garcia, transcriber

1.

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Rogers called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS — None
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Denny Vidmar indicated that the Bel-Red discussion would not be as lengthy as
originally planned.

Mr. Vidmar stated that the “Neighborhood News” came out today, which states
that on November 14, 2008, the City will hold a public hearing regarding
proposed regulations to preserve neighborhood character. Mr. Jorgenson said he
would address this issue in the Director’s report.

Commissioner Helland moved approval of the agenda. Commissioner Carter
seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF 10/4/07 MINUTES

Commissioner Helland moved and Commissioner Carter seconded approval of
the 10/4/07 meeting minutes as presented.

a. Follow-up Questions and Answers

REPORTS & SUMMARIES

a. ESC Calendar/Council Calendar

Wes Jorgensen indicated that the December calendar was full and suggested



moving the Solid Waste Performance Report to another date as it is not a time
sensitive issue Mr. Vidmar suggested including the report in the packet and
having staff available to answer questions. At that time, the ESC may decide to
have a more thorough briefing.

Commissioner Helland asked about Mecum Engineering on the Council’s
calendar. Mr. Jorgensen said Mecum Engineering is assisting the City with utility
development review support. There is not enough internal staff to complete
project reviews within the specified timeline. They have been a fall back and have
helped during development peaks and staff shortages. A proposal is before the
Council to hire another inspector and another reviewer to help with the heavy
development workload.

b. Desk Packet Materials

Conservation & Outreach Events & Volunteer Opportunities

Commissioner Helland asked about the In-House Recycling Campaign. Mr.
Vidmar explained that as part of America Recycles in November, it is an effort to
encourage City Hall staff and BSC staff to recycle more. The City brought in a
consultant to examine the waste generated in City Hall and at BSC. The results of
that examination will be announced and then there will be a competition to
encourage increasing recycling over time.

c. Environmental Stewardship Initiative

Mr. Vidmar reported that the City Council has kicked off the Environmental
Stewardship Initiative (ESI) to provide a greater focus on environmental issues
both in-house and to the community at large. This started several months ago
when the Council discussed reducing the emission of green house gases and the
city signed on to the Mayor’s agreement. At the June 11, 2007 Study Session,
Council approved a number of actions under the EST umbrella. An
intradepartmental group brainstormed actions that the City could take that would
be good for the environment. Staff narrowed that list for the June 11 meeting to
five actions. Council approved those actions for implementation. Some are
foundational actions that act as a springboard for additional actions and other
actions stand alone. Mr. Vidmar reviewed the five actions:

1) Greenhouse Gas Emissions: An emissions data report has been completed.
The next step will be to develop plans to reduce emissions.

2) Increased Recycling in City Parks: The City has purchased receptacles that
will be installed in November.

3) Tree Program: The first step is to complete an inventory. The data will be
entered into GIS and then used to help make policy decisions.

4) Natural Drainage Practices: The Department is on track to have
administrative measures in place to facilitate natural drainage practices.



5) Green Building - Sustainable Development: Planning and Development
Department - Development Services staff is getting training and learning more
about current sustainable building techniques and strategies such as codes to
integrate these features into future development.

In addition, there is an assortment of items that are being done administratively.
Fleet Operations has rewritten its policies so that City vehicles will now be
replaced with hybrids and alternative fuel vehicles, unless staff can show an
operational reason why it would not work. The Police Chief is serving as a model
because she drives a Prius. In 2008, all new police cruisers will be flex fuel
vehicles.

Fleets will complete two studies: an alternative fuel study to examine the
feasibility of using alternative fuels and a utilization study to examine
opportunities to reducing the fleet. The feeling is that moving to the new City hall
has created opportunities to reduce the fleet.

Mr. Vidmar stated that a greenhouse gas emissions presentation could come
before the ESC when staff has a draft action plan for municipal operations.

Mr. Vidmar explained that there is an ESI Core team that is coordinating this
effort among departments. They will have teams or task forces and experts that
work under them. Another effort in the City is to reduce the use of bottled water.
Our region has some of the best water in the country. We save resources by not
disposing of plastic bottles. The City is working on developing a policy that
states that the City is generally not going to buy bottled water. He noted that tap
water is regulated by the Environmental Protection Agency versus bottled water
which is regulated by the Food and Drug Administration.

Mr. Vidmar said staff has developed a list of actionable items that will be selected
and implemented over time. Council’s expectation is that staff will bring ESI
actions to them.

Commissioner Roberts asked how Bellevue compares with Seattle with regard to
achieving Kyoto goals. Mr. Vidmar indicated that he could not recall the
specifics of Bellevue’s inventory, but the ESC will see this information and will
have this discussion. He said that when this is measured, it’s important to be
honest about the measurement. There are organizations in the country that have
sold off parts of their green house emission operation and then claim it as a
reduction in green house emissions. When you do reduce green house emissions,
it should be reduced in a global sense.

Councilmember Davidson indicated that the political side of this is that the Mayor
of Seattle is the chair of the U.S. Mayor’s Conference on the Environment and the
conference is here today. In order to come up with a comparison from 1990 a lot
of extrapolation is going on. When Bellevue does it, it will do it right.



Commissioner Roberts asked what is the timeline in the agreement.
Councilmember Davidson replied that cities agreed to a seven percent reduction
by 2012. Chair Rogers noted that this was the U.S. Mayors’ agreement, not the
Kyoto agreement. Chair Rogers requested the link to the Mayor’s agreement the
Mayor signed on to.

Mr. Vidmar indicated that another effort, Great Streets, is being targeted primarily
for the downtown area.

Commissioner Helland indicated that when the City is brainstorming ideas for the
ESI “Actionable/Items” list it may be a good idea to include commissioners.

Mr. Vidmar suggested that during the first quarter staff could invite the staff lead
of ESI to discuss the universe of actionable items. Commissioner Carter noted
that ESC involvement is particularly important when brainstorming starts about
community actions.

Chair Rogers discussed a meeting sponsored by SPU relating to climate change
and drainage adaptation that he attended with staff. He said a noteworthy
presentation was made by an organization called Tree People, from Los Angeles,
which gets people more interested in trees. He said this grass roots level support
for trees would be a good idea to bring to Bellevue.

Mr. Vidmar stated that discussions have begun on how this effort can be
integrated with volunteer efforts. There are some corporations that are very

interested in doing something on behalf of the City.

Mr. Vidmar stated that the City is trying to rollout the ESI effort in a measured
way to ensure that each initiative is sustainable.

d. Bel-Red Policy Discussion -

Mr. Vidmar announced that rather than the commissions and boards focusing on
issues relevant to only their commission, they would be receiving information on
all the policies and issues the Bel-Red Project addresses. This will provide the
boards and commissions with the context and background for all the policies.
Therefore, all the recommended amendments to Comprehensive Plan policies will
be presented to each of the boards and commissions. This will result in a better
product. Consequently, the schedule for briefings is in flux and the presentation
may not occur for another month. The information presented will provide a
broader view of the Comprehensive Plan, but the issues will remain the same.

Joyce Nichols, Utilities Policy Advisor, indicated that in light of today’s decision,
discussions would be pushed back by a month. The presentations will be going to
all the boards and commissions at the same time. This will allow the ESC to look



not only at the utilities and environmental elements, but across the board at what
other changes are being proposed, resulting in a better work product for the ESC.

Commissioner Roberts asked when staff brings proposals will they also provide
cost-benefit analysis. Mr. Vidmar indicated that the Comprehensive Plans staff
recommendations will be very broad and staff will be able to talk about the
rationale supporting them.

Commissioner Roberts asked how the recommendations fit in with the budget.
Mr. Vidmar replied that there is a group working on the financing strategy.

As of now there is not a list of specific projects. Recommendations will not be
out until February or March. Commissioner Roberts stated that he does not want
this effort to take moneys away from what Utilities has committed to do.

Commissioners discussed whether they should meet with the other boards and
commissioners or review the recommendations on their own and decided to wait
until they see some substance before deciding on an approach.

Mr. Vidmar noted that another big piece of the project (Proposition 1), will be
decided on Tuesday, November 6, 2007. Mr. Jorgenson stated that another piece
is ensuring the support of the development community.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS None
NEW BUSINESS None
DIRECTOR’S OFFICE REPORT

Neighborhood Character Discussion: Wes Jorgenson distributed a copy of the
November 2007 “Neighborhood News,” which discussed potential land use code
amendments to preserve neighborhood character. Mr. Jorgenson said one of the
commissioners asked what was going on and whether there were opportunities for
the ESC to provide input on some of the issues. He discussed this with Planning
and Community Development Department staff and they said the driving force
behind the proposed land use code amendments was to address concerns of the
neighborhoods where there are mega houses. Mr. Jorgenson indicated that most of
the issues, as highlighted in Neighborhood News, except for the first two bullets,
have to do with building heights, prohibiting portable carports, and with the impacts
of large houses that are out of character with the existing structures. The first two
bullets have more to do with the environment. The first one would require a
minimum of 50 percent greenscape, things that are not impervious, such as grass in
the front yard setback. It doesn’t change the regulations about impervious surface,
it just states that the City wants some pervious surface to be in front of the house.
There are instances where people have paved their entire front yard. Mr. Jorgenson
said this is more of an aesthetic issue than an environment issue. The second bullet
is more relevant to the environment. It would require retention of 30 percent of




significant trees. He said there is going to be a broader discussion throughout the
City about tree retention. He indicated that he has alerted staff to participate in this
conversation. He said this is where he recommends the ESC focus its attention. He
said he would invite the Planning and Community Development staff to make a
presentation to the ESC regarding the issues, the process and what they are
proposing to do with regard to tree retention.

Commissioner Helland asked if the ESC would have an opportunity to give input
on neighborhood character given that the public hearing will occur before the next
ESC meeting. Mr. Jorgenson indicated that the ESC is not prohibited from
providing comment to the Council or Planning Commission regarding environment
issues. He said there is not a lot to be gained by commenting on this particular
issue. However, the Commission could comment on the more global issue of tree
retention for the entire City.

Chair Rogers suggested getting more information on limitations on impervious
surface. Mr. Jorgenson said that there was a lot of discussion regarding this in the
recently adopted critical areas ordinance. Mr. Jorgenson thought the current
regulations limits impervious surface to 50 percent for single family.

Commissioner Helland noted the importance of making timely input to whomever
1s making the decisions, but it is not clear what the process is. He said having
commissioners raise issues when they hear about them is very ad-hoc.

Chair Rogers stated that this is why the ESC is here, to raise issues of concern. The
ESC serves as another set of eyes.

Chair Rogers asked ESC members to raise issues that they believe the ESC should
be involved in and thanked Commissioner Helland for bringing the mega house
issue to the attention of the ESC. Commissioner Larrivee suggested having staff
inform the ESC whenever there is an invitation for public comment so the ESC can
decide if it wants to comment.

Commissioner Larrivee noted that as issues become more complex it will be a
challenge to the City to keep the public involved and to establish internal processes
to make sure that involvement happens and is relevant.

Mr. Vidmar indicated that he understood Commissioners concerns regarding
keeping the ESC informed and involved in City issues relevant to them. Mr.
Vidmar discussed another City initiative called “One City” where it is trying to do a
better job of interfacing among departments.

The consensus of the Council was to have PCD come talk to the ESC about the
regulations that the neighborhood character issue will affect. Chair Rogers also
suggested that PCD inform the ESC about the Great Streets initiative.



Stormwater Relevant Land Use Codes: Mr. Jorgensen provided the ESC with a
summary of stormwater relevant elements of the land use code. He said that
members could view the full code on line.

9. CONTINUED ORAL COMMUNICATIONS — NONE
10. EXECUTIVE SESSION - NONE
11. ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Roberts moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 PM. Commissioner
Helland seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
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