116" Ave NE from NE 12" St to Northup Way Rechannelization

Public Comment

ID: 1 Aaron Swerdin ; 12/12/14
Hi Kevin —

Just wanted to drop a quick line to let you know that | support having a full and safe set of bike lanes
that would connect 190 to the Microsoft main campus. This is a commute I've been hesitant to take
given all the comments in the community about the “death zone” etc surrounding the lanes (or lack of)
going from 190 to the Msft campus. Having these safe lanes which would help to protect bikers would be
quite a great addition.

Thanks!

Aaron

ID: 2 Overlake Hospital, T.D. Sam Baxter, Vice President Professional Services; 12/12/14
Dec 12, 2014
Dear Kurt/Franz,

Jeff Fleming attended the December 11, 2014, open house where some of the business owners and
physicians expressed concerns regarding the proposed bike lanes.

We continue to express our support for the City of Bellevue’s efforts to seek community feedback,
improve cyclists’ safety and mobility throughout the City of Bellevue (especially for Overlake physicians
and staff), support healthy lifestyles and ensure emergency medical services (EMS) have uninterrupted
access to Overlake’s campus.

At the same time, we trust the City of Bellevue will carefully consider the feedback from and impact on
the property owners and occupants of buildings adjacent to and along the proposed bike lanes. Many of
these property owners and occupants are associated with and/or practice at Overlake Medical Center.

Thank you, again, for reaching out to Overlake to educate us on the proposed bike lanes. Please keep us
informed as this process continues.

Warmest regards, Sam
T. D. Sam Baxter
Vice President Professional Services

Overlake Medical Center



Dec 10, 2014
Dear Kurt,
It was a pleasure meeting you and Franz.

Thank you for answering our questions and providing further information regarding the proposed bike
lanes on 116" Avenue NE from NE 12" Street to Northup Way.

Based on the information you have provided to date and unless something surfaces to the contrary at
the December 11, 2014, open house, your proposal appears to promote improved cyclist mobility and
safety, and supports Overlake’s efforts to promote healthy lifestyles.

Please keep us informed as the review process continues.
Warmest regards, Sam

T. D. Sam Baxter

Vice President Professional Services

Overlake Medical Center

ID 3: Marypat Meuli; 12/11/14
Hi, Michael & Kurt. | was unable to go to the open house tonight, but wanted to share my feedback.

| strongly support the proposal of having bike lanes on both sides of 116™ as shown on
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/116th-rechannelization.htm.

| regularly bike from our house in downtown Kirkland into Bellevue, and usually go on 116", Even
though there isn’t a bike lane, it’s the best way for me to get into Bellevue and to my dentist (Bellevue
Dental on 116", just north of NE 12%).

| appreciate you continuing to look for ways to make travel safer for cyclists; as car traffic worsens in our
area, I’'m optimistic that we can have more people getting places by bicycle, as long as we can improve
safety and make people more comfortable with the idea.

I’'m also a huge fan (already) of our Cross Kirkland Corridor, and am happy to hear discussions beginning
about Bellevue doing something similar. | think it’d be a huge win to our region if we can make the
corridor seamlessly connected across our region. Last week | was talking with someone who just bought
a house in Kirkland, and one of their prime reasons is because it was close to the corridor and accessible
for them to use.

Thanks much,
Marypat Meuli



http://www.bellevuewa.gov/116th-rechannelization.htm

ID 4: Joe Platzner ; 12/11/14
Hi Mike,

I'm unable to attend tonight, but I'd like to add my voice to the people who would like to make sure that
safe bike and pedestrian use is given priority as you consider options for 116th.

Bellevue is falling behind in safe, comfortable walking and biking facilities. All around Bellevue, cities,
and counties are moving forward with bike friendly improvements. Please keep the focus on this. We
should be a leader here not behind the curve.

I'm sure the planning department could easily improve the situation if the elected officials saw this as a
priority.

Where | live, off of Newport way, my daughter will never be able to walk or ride her bike to school. She
wasn't able in elementary school, she can't now in middle school, and she won't be able in high school.
It is great that we are moving forward with the new sidewalk to 152nd, but it doesn't go far enough
East. Hundreds of houses are cut off because it doesn't go to at least 156th. Is there any way to extend
the project so all the houses in Bellevue can walk and bike safely to school and shopping? Please. It's
almost as if Bellevue has forgotten the neighborhoods near Issaquah. We are part of Bellevue!

Lastly, | have a request to please consider a fix to the pinch point for bikes at the pedestrian island on
36th just west of 150th. This design is going to kill someone. There is plenty of right of way, and I'm sure
your talented staff can come up with a solution that works for all. Westbound, having two lanes and a
bike lane merge into one without a bike lane, over a blind turning hill, is going to be deadly. My entire
cycling club, who ride all over the state, consider this one of the worst examples of an engineered
problem; there are constant conflicts here.

Kind Regards,
Joe Platzner

ID 5: Jeff Trager ; 12/11/14
Chair Scott Lampe and Members of the Bellevue Transportation Commission,
c/o Kevin McDonald, Senior Transportation Planner:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 116th Ave Overlay and Re-channelization proposal
posted at
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/116thChannelizationSlidesCommission 25Sept2014l.p

df. I am a part-time commuter to downtown Bellevue by bicycle from Kirkland in the morning and out of
Bellevue in the afternoon/evening, year-round in most weather. | am an avid bicyclist both for
commuting and recreation. | first commuted. During the May 2014 Bike-to-Work Month | was 25" out of


http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/116thChannelizationSlidesCommission_25Sept2014I.pdf
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/116thChannelizationSlidesCommission_25Sept2014I.pdf

over 12,000 cyclists measured by miles commuted by bicycle, with over 1000 miles logged during the

month.

My daily commute takes me through the proposed 116" project area, so | would like to list my current

observations, reaction to the proposal, and suggestions to consider in the plan.

The Bellevue portion of my usual commute:

PNV A WN PR

9.

116™ Ave NE south from Kirkland

West on Northup Way (in main car lane)

Left-turn lane (west) off of Northup to SB 116"
South on 116™ Ave NE (in main lane)

West on NE 12 St (in main lane)

Left-turn lane at WB 12" to SB 112" Ave NE

South on 112" (in main lane)

West on NE 10" St (in main lane then left-turn lane)
South on 110™ Ave NE to NE 2™ St. (Trulia building).

Observations of the current situation:

| consider the time on Northup and 116" to be the most frustrating, hazard-filled, and
potentially dangerous portion of my commute.

When | turn right off of 116" onto Northup to get into the left-turn lane to reach 116™ South
Bound, cars will often try to pass me in the corner, even though | am occupying a vehicle lane on
both streets! It is quite hazardous to make the transition from the turn late to the left turn lane
The far right side of the roadway on 116" (both directions) is full of manhole covers, grates,
pavement cracks (some several inches deep), and extremely rough patching. Bellevue pavement
is generally pretty good, except on this road!

This part of 116" has a fairly steep uphill followed by a steep downhill in both directions. That
means bikes are going much slower than traffic uphill, but can travel close to the posted speed
limit down the hill in each direction.

When traveling uphill on 116", | can usually ride on the patched pavement, but need to swerve
around the manhole covers and grates.

When traveling downhill on 116" (either direction) I ride in the center of the main lane to avoid
all patches, manholes and grates. This is important when riding a road bike at higher speeds to
avoid wheel/tire damage and slipping on wet metal. Also, it makes me more visible to cars
pulling out of driveways. In heavy traffic this is sometimes difficult to do and causes very
stressful riding.

When cars pass on SB 116", they usually pull partially into the center turn lane. This is normally
OK, except when there is a car already in the turn lane waiting to turn left either direction.
Sometimes cars try to squeeze by in the same lane as bikes when that occurs, forcing the bikes
to run over the bad paving and metal covers.

Some slower bicyclists attempt to ride on the sidewalk on 116™. | tried that once! It is also in
very poor condition, with lots of gravel, overhanging brush, poles, pedestrians, garbage cans,
bus stops, driveway dips, etc.



10.

11.

12.

| occupy the SB right turn lane when | get to the intersection with 12" St.. I turn right onto the
main lane of 12™. 1 do not use the sidewalk on 12" over 405.

The so-called “separated bicycle path” on the NE 12" St. Bridge (completed in 2012) is totally
useless for efficient bicycle commuting. | wish | had been involved in the comment process for
that project to prevent it from being implemented as it was. | do not use that wide sidewalk, nor
do | ever intend to. Most bicycle commuters use the road at that location as well. | only
occasionally notice a bike on the sidewalk. Note that the most frustrating part of bicycle
commuting is having to switch modes between operating as a vehicle (roads, bike lanes, stop
lights, turn lanes) and acting as a pedestrian (sidewalks, crosswalks, walk signals). The transition
points are full of obstacles, pedestrians, lamp posts, tight turns, limited ramps, and are difficult
to navigate while riding a bike. It is hard to press crosswalk buttons because they end up behind
you as you make the sharp turns. It is difficult to go in reverse on a bicycle — especially one with
loaded saddlebags while you are wearing bicycle cleats! And making a left turn requires doing
that all that twice and waiting for two separate walk signals. This is extremely cumbersome, and
slow.

In this particular case, to turn from SB 116" onto the WB 12" sidewalk, | would have to occupy
the right turn lane on 116", until | got to the very corner. Then | would have to stop and get off
the bike (in the traffic lane!) to walk the bike onto the wheelchair ramp and past the poorly
placed crosswalk button post. It is too tight of a turn to ride. Riding over the bridge on the
sidewalk is not a problem. Except that there are pedestrians that walk in the center of the
sidewalk. At the west end of the bridge, to get to SB 112““, | would either have to use the walk
signal twice (SB crosswalk and WB crosswalk) then merge onto the road, or cut in front of two
lanes of traffic in the crosswalk to get in front of the left turn lane.

In the evening, when traveling on NB 116" there are two vehicle lanes. I ride on the right side of
the right lane. Most cars simply pass in the left lane. Occasionally a car will follow me closely, or
cut in front of me, in order to turn into a driveway.

At the far north end of NB 116”‘, cars will often pass me in the left lane, and cut in front of me in
the right lane in order to turn right onto Northup. That is a very difficult corner for bicycles. It is
a steep uphill, so it is hard to start going again if you have to stop for traffic or lights. The cars
and bikes that are turning right are funneled into a narrow roadway by a raised triangle. The
sidewalk there is narrow, has no way to get on or off except at the ends of the Northup bridge,
and usually is occupied by pedestrians. Visibility is limited by the steep hill, bridge railing, and
shrubbery.

My Reaction to the Channelization plan:

1.

Overall | am quite pleased with the plan. It will improve the safety and efficiency of bicycle
commuters. It will provide a more clear separation between pedestrians, bicycles, and cars. It
will be easier for car drivers to understand what cyclists are doing. And it will give more room
when cars pass bicycles. | am looking forward to this being implemented.

| agree that the extra north bound lane will not be missed since there will be no bikes in the way
of cars. Traffic is not so heavy there.

More attention needs to be paid to the transition points — where the proposed future bike trails
will connect to roads, where the bike lanes start and end, where bikes need to turn left onto
other roads, where bikes will be expected to try to navigate sidewalks, etc..

| do not understand what is meant by “add NB bike turn pocket” at the north end of NB 116" at
Northup. | think for this detail it will be critical to get further comment from bicyclists.



The south end of SB 116™ shows no planned change in lanes. Remember, at that point, bikes are
traveling nearly the speed limit, and there are LOTS of cars turning into and pulling out of
driveways there.

Will there really be no bike lane in the merge zone at the south end of NB 116™? Yikes. Merging
cars won’t be looking for bicycles on the right. They’ll be looking back over their left shoulders to
see what car they can pull in front of.

Suggestions for the plan and implementation:

1.

10.

Make sure the 116™ pavement overlay is even across all lanes and bike lanes. There are times
when bikes need to leave the bike lane and enter the car lane, and we don’t want to hit a
pavement level difference or expansion joint parallel to our direction of travel. Examples include
when we have to pass a slow bicyclist (or a fast bicycle is passing us!), when we have to avoid
manhole covers, grates, or debris (garbage, broken glass or tree branches).

Do not use bumps, textured (rumble strips) or slippery lane paint between the bicycle lane and
car lane.

In cases where you expect bicycles will be using the sidewalk, do not install those slippery
yellow dotted pads in the concrete. They are hazardous for road bikes, especially in the rain, as
there is no traction. And | don’t know what they provide that yellow paint or slightly textured
concrete doesn’t.

Make sure any expansions joints and grates are perpendicular to the travel direction of bicycles
so 1” road bike tires don’t get trapped.

Extend the SB bike lane to the 12" St intersection so bikes don’t have merge with traffic.

Move all metal covers and grates out of the bike lane if possible. They can be in the vehicle lane,
or if absolutely necessary at the extreme sides of the bike lane. Remember, bikes will be
traveling up to 25 or 30 miles per hour on parts of this road!

Good signage will be important, especially alerting car drivers that bikes will be merging with
them. White signs that say “Bike Lane Ends” are not good enough. Only bikes pay attention to
them. Yellow signs that say “Caution - Watch Out for Merging Bikes” would be much better!
Add real bike lanes on the 12" St bridge; make the sidewalks narrower if necessary. Make it
easier for bikes to make left turns as vehicles without having to enter pedestrian mode.

Note that a totally different option is to build a bike path under the 1-405/SR-520 interchange to
connect Northup to 112" Ave. That portion of 112" has better existing bike lanes and a gentler
grade. But there is currently no way to get to SB 112" without going an additional mile or so.
That’s a long way for a bike.

Somewhat out of scope for this project, but important to bicycle safety, is education of car
drivers as to how bicycles operate on the roadways. We are usually operating as slow-moving
vehicles, not pedestrians. Please use every opportunity possible (ads, signs, etc) to get this
message across.

Thanks for the opportunity to comment

ID: 6 Seattle Children’s Hospital, Aaron Dipzinski Director of Bellevue Clinic and Surgery Center and
Paulo Nunes-Ueno, Director of Transportation and Sustainability ; 12/10/14
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December 0, 2014

Chair Soott Lampe and the Bellevue Transpadatian Cammission
450 1107 Avanus NE

PO Bux 20012

Ballavua, WWa 98

RE: Support for the 116" Avenue NE Channelization Proposal
Dear Chair Lampe and the Bellevue Transportation Commissicn,

Saatle Childran's supports the reconflguration of general treffic lanes in the 116th Avenue ME
channelization prepesal. The reducticn o twa northbound through lanes fo ang with a dedicsted
tura lane and the addition of bike lanes will create 8 mone predictablz, safer roadway while
maintaining adeguats wehicle throughput for vears to cama. There is no razsan 1o susyect this
proposal will advarsely afect emergancy vehitla access or otier hospital aperations. The plan
could ge further ta eraate a better streat for all users. We include specific recommendaticns at the
g of the letter to address safety concems and enhance the propasal's impravemerits,

Tha channelization supports Seattle Children's stratagic geals of esmmuta tip reductian, sooess
and safaty.

v Commate Trin Reducian, Children's has made signficrnt investmenis in commute tip
reduction by elirminaling free parking and monthty parking permits, and by cffering =
Aenerous suitz of trip options that include deeply discounied anrual transit pazses, frae
company bikes, and & commute banus ta staff when they do nol orivia aloha, The 1 1g"
zhannalzation proposal is & walcames sublic invesimant that supocls the privata-public
partnership reguirad for sffectiva cammute trip reductien.

v Commeciiviy fo fhe transportation network. Pedestian and bicycle impravements arg
assantial to maximize the benefitzs of light rail and the trensit cantar. Rechannelizatian
will improve the Iest mile opfiona batwean tha Ballevue Transd Cantar ane Childran's
Biexllerues Slinis.

v Gapraved docess The channelization propass creates oppariu nites for hetter accass to
Children’s Bellevus Clinic far staff and cur patient cormmun tias an the sest sica. Addings
and improwing bicycla end pedestriar access {such as imarovad cressings) opens up a
range of reasanable mability chesas far our staff and patients — mary of whom woulkd
banafit fram sasiar accass with whaselchairs, strollers and walkers, Children’s commute
trip raduction efforts have samed many awants including a Sold-Level Bicycle Friendly

420 Za-d Poir: Wy ME R C00-000-DED
A3 o I3T
Srafic WS CE14R5002

kaph. Sara, CLrc” wwm R lecHil-aia o)
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@ Seattle Children’s”

Business designation from the American League of Bicyclists; however, access to a safe
and comfortable route is still the most important factor in whether or not someone will try
walking, biking or busing to work.

- Safety. The proposed channelization supports throughput and safety for all modes. The
reconfiguration will encourage safer driving by encouraging more predictable vehicle
movement and reducing the opportunity for high speed weaving. In a study of a similar
reconfiguration of Nickerson Street in Seattle, excessive speeding (over 10 mph above
posted speed limit) was reduced by more than 90%. At the same time, there is no reason
to fear a capacity crunch or degraded service levels. The Federal Highway Admiinistration
has found that this type of channelization can adequately support roads with 20,000
vehicles per day. According to Bellevue’s website, the 2013 average weekday traffic was
11,800 cars per day on this stretch of 116th Avenue NE.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input. Here are suggested modifications for your
consideration:

- Extend bike lanes throughout the entire segment of 116" Avenue NE from Northup Way
to NE 12" Street. The transition zones approaching intersections are major safety
concerns in the current proposal.

o Rather than a long, unmarked transition zone approaching Northup Way,
continue the bike lane with a designated area where cars cross that is shortened,
creating a continuous bike lane all the way to the intersection.

North End Transition — 116" /Northup vicinity

i 'y

o " /
Left: Safety concern at the north end of
;. ¢ 116" Avenue NE.
lane should be h Above: Example of a shorter, marked
k transition from NACTO's design guidelines
for bike lanes.

o Make a continuous bike route from downtown via the wide path on the north side
of 12" to the proposed bike lanes on 116" Avenue NE by continuing the 116"
bike lanes all the way to the intersection and placing a cross-bike adjacent to the
crosswalk on the north side of 12" at 116". Seattle Children’s main campus has
a similar crossing on Sand Point Way.

4800 Sand Point Way NE Teu 000-000-0000
PO Box 5371
Seattle, WA 98145-5005

Hope. Care. Cure™ www. seattiechildrens.org
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South End Transition — 116 /12 vicinity

Lert: Safety concern where NB and SB bike
lanes do not continue to NE 12" St

Above: A “cross-bike” in front of Seallle
Children’s main campus connects the
hospital to the Burke-Gilman Trail.

- Buffer the bike lanes. This can be achieved with paint and plastic bollards or more robust
materials. Consider creating a separated two way bike path on one side of the road.

- Add wayfinding signage. In particular, a sign on 24" Street indicating that 116" Avenue
NE is the route to the hospital district and downtown would be very helpful.

e Include improved pedestrian crossings. Most importantly for Children’s, 116" Avenue NE
at NE 12" Street should be easier to cross. Currently, a pedestrian must cross 6 lanes of
traffic heading east on 12" Street. The daily traffic volume of 11,600 vehicles does not
warrant such a wide road, especially when it encourages higher speeds. Consider a
wider cross walk with less lanes and an island refuge.

- Add one or two mid-block pedestrian crosswalks and islands somewhere in this segment.

Thank you for the chance to offer input on the channelization plan. We applaud the City of
Bellevue for using the upcoming paylng project as an opportunity to make 1 16" Avenue NE safer

and productive for all modes.
SZGR/IV\
Aaron Dipzin

Ki
Director of Belr
) -
G-
Paulo Nunes-Ueno
Director of Transportation and Sustainability

vue Clinic and Surgery Center

4800 Sand Point Way NE TeL 000-000-0000
PO Box 5371
Seattle, WA 88145-5005

Hope. Care. Cure. www. seattiechildrens.org

ID 7: Martin Chisholm ; 12/10/14
Dear Sirs:

| was made aware of an Open House tomorrow for the 116th Ave NE project
(http://www.bellevuewa.gov/116th-rechannelization.htm). Unfortunately, | will be unable to attend.

| am a resident of Bellevue, around the Phantom Lake area. | work in the Overlake area. | usually use my
bicycle to get to work. 116th Ave NE is not part of my regular commute.

However whenever | need to go to downtown Bellevue after work, | use the 520 Trail, and then 116th
Ave. Just on Monday, | did this exact route.

| would absolutely appreciate having bicycle lanes on 116th Ave NE. | applaud the plan to add bicycle
lanes.

Having been hit by a vehicle while riding in a bicycle lane, | am aware that bicycle lanes are not a fix-all
solution, but it is still a great improvement. | fear that my injuries would have been much more severe,
possibly fatal, had there been no bicycle lane. The driver claimed to have not seen me.


http://www.bellevuewa.gov/116th-rechannelization.htm

Thank you very much for planning this improvement.
Sincerely,
Martin Chisholm

Bellevue resident

ID 8: Microsoft, Jim Stanton, Sr. Community Affairs Manager, AICP, Microsoft Real Estate & Facilities ;
12/10/14
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December 10, 2014

Chair 5cott Lampe and Members of the Transportation Commission
C/0 Kevin McDonald, 5r. Transportation Planner

City of Bellevue Planning Department

PO Box 90012

Bellevus, WA DE00D

SUBIECT: 116th Avenue NE Comidor Overlay & Rechannelization project

Thiis letter is to express Miaosoft's support of the City of Bellevue's plan to provide improved bike lane facilities on
116" Avenue NE between Morthup Way and NE 12 Avenue. This repaving and rechannelization project is a high
|priority to Microsoft oyclist commuters since it connects other current and planned bike lane improvements
between our Redmond and downtown Bellevue ampuses. Completion of this project will dose one of the
remaining gaps between the SR520 regional trail with downtown Bellevue. For the following reasons Microsoft
supports this project:

1. spattle — Redmond - Belleyye — Microsoft has approximately 2, 100 cydists, or 4% of all bicyde commuters in
Puget Sound. On the Eastside this commute alternative is currently limited by infrastructure gaps, induding
the 5R520 regional trail, and “street safe” connections between urban centers. Completion of the new SRS20
Bridge and Northup Way Corridor improvements will provide a direct connection from Seattle to Redmond for
cydlists, significantly increasing the potential for this commute alternative. The proposed improvements on
116" Avenue NE will further connect downtown Bellevue with this regional trail expanding access between
these three urban centers (Seattle — Bellevue - Redmond) and owr facilities in them.

2. Improve cyclist safety — The current configuration along 1167 is difficult for safe passage by oyclists due to
constrained shoulder width, high traffic volumes, and lack of bike lane designation on the street. These safety
issues will ke addressed by this rechannelization project.

Simce 1995 Microsoft has a long track record of funding and actively supporting commute alternatives that
Encourage non-50V travel. Completing the 116" Avenue Corridor improvements furthers our company goal of
supporting the completion of multi-modal facilities throughouwt the Eastside. Please contact me at

jstanton& microsoft.com or 435-707-5076 if you need any additional information on our support of this project.

Simcerely,
[
AT
|
i

Jim Stanton, Sr. Community Affairs Manager, AICP
Microsoft Real Estate & Facilities

o
el

Microsoft Corpontion s an equal opportunity employer.




ID 9: Andy Swane ; 12/9/14

Chair Scott Lampe and Transportation Commission —

As a bicycle commuter, the proposed 116th overlay and rechannelization project appears to provide an
important and welcome safety improvement for cyclists using this corridor. | support approval of this
project.

Sincerely, Andy Swayne

Andy Swayne
Municipal Liaison Manager, Customer & Community Engagement, Puget Sound Energy

ID 10: John Phillips; 10/9/14
Dear Chair Scott Lampe and Members of the Transportation Commission,

As a bike commuter who often uses 116™ Ave NE, | think the propose bicycle channelization project is
one of the most critical bike safety projects | have seen proposed by the city. | see many other riders
using this route. Itis the primary connector to the 520 trail. Due to the climbs in both directions slow
moving riders can be exposed to fast moving cars on this section.

Regards,

John Phillips

ID 11: Tony Cordova ; 10/9/14

This is fantastic news! The 520 trail is one of the most heavily used trails to get into Downtown Bellevue
and | have used 116" for years.

As a side note, myself and many of my colleagues, teammates, and cyclists all around the area are
utilizing Strava for both commuting and other cycling activities.

I and many others keep track of our GPS data for commuting and have been for many years.



| would strongly urge you to at least spend 1 minutes to read what the following service provides as it
may give great insight as to how the commuting patterns are like within the city of Bellevue:

http://metro.strava.com

Example heatmap of my rides can show more heavily used areas to get into Downtown Bellevue and
cycling patterns by day, by time, etc:
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Tony Cordova

ID 12: REI, Kristen Ragain, Community Affairs Program Manager ; 12/9/14


http://metro.strava.com/
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Ter Chafr Steril Lampe and Mambers of ihe Transgartation Cotnrizsicn, S

2n behalt Bl REL | @ witting i express our suppori of the rprhannnlazaucu:n of 116" Ads NE ---.
(from NE 127 Sireat Lo Nerkhup Way} to implement bieyele lanes on bath sides of the madwsrgr
As an ouideor retailer and co-op, we are commitied o0 quality and aceessible outdoor
‘reCrodtion sxperisnces. Far the eutdoor recroatlen. -comoaunity tc thrive, and for the henefit of
©aur members, custo miers and crployess, we- en—::t:urage the development and. wse oF trailsfor
ransportation and recrsation,

Through our gramts progrars, we support oo profit organizaiions all over the ocoentry that
advocate for sal bicyele routss and bicyele trail connactiviey. We helisve that bieytling sheuld
not only be a fon racreational activity, but a safe and easy way to commute to work and pet
arouhd town. With our headguarters in Kent and two largs REI storas in the Eastsid=, many of
our members, customers and employess live in o traved to Belleyusz Trequontly.. ve-beljaye
that the Fastside Rail Comridor palred with srategic safa Blking routas (including the
recehanneiization of 1167 Aye ME] has the porential to transfarm Bellevye inbo an activs
“transpuriation leader. This will help increasze the quality of life and anhance-economic,
developrment cpportunitics by retaining husinesses and atiracting new oncs.

Wa lnak forwatd to werking with the Clty of Ballevue and oibes hay public/private partn.F-h tn
help Ballayvue become a natlenal leader in safe, sonnected bike lane Infrastruchyre.

Sincerely, . rx";.

L}{{:‘(mt tf{-‘mf E‘{”Lﬂ

Kriston Ragaln ]
Community AfFairs Program Maragser

SR insp o, ol oes o wed Uil o Tley e o1 cadnor adeerere a-d stewandship,




ID 13: Ken Whipple ; 12/8/14
Chair Scott Lampe and Members of the Bellevue Transportation Commission,

c/o Kevin McDonald, Senior Transportation Planner:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 116th Ave Overlay and Rechannelization proposal
posted at
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/116thChannelizationSlidesCommission 25Sept2014l.p

df. I commute to downtown Bellevue by bicycle in the morning and out of Bellevue in the
afternoon/evening, four days per week, year-round in most weather. | am an avid bicyclist both for
commuting and recreation. | first commuted by bicycle in 1984 and began commuting to Bellevue in
2008. During the May 2014 Bike-to-Work Month | was 25" out of over 12,000 cyclists measured by miles
commuted by bicycle, with over 1000 miles logged during the month.

My daily commute takes me through the proposed 116" project area, so | would like to list my current
observations, reaction to the proposal, and suggestions to consider in the plan.

The Bellevue portion of my usual commute:

West on 520 Bike trail

West on NE 24" St (partially in bike lane)

West on Northup Way (in main car lane)

Left-turn lane at WB Northup to SB 116"

South on 116™ Ave NE (in main lane)

West on NE 12 St (in main lane)

Left-turn lane at WB 12" to SB 112" Ave NE

South on 112" (in main lane)

West on NE 10™ St (in main lane then left-turn lane)
10 South on 110" Ave NE to NE 2™ St. (Trulia building).

Lo N WNRE

Observations of the current situation:

1. Iconsider the time on Northup and 116" to be the most frustrating, hazard-filled, and
potentially dangerous portion of my commute. Fortunately, the hospitals are nearby!

2. When I turn left from the WB Northup left-turn lane onto SB 116™, cars will often try to pass me
in the corner, even though | am occupying a vehicle lane on both streets!

3. The far right side of the roadway on 116" (both directions) is full of manhole covers, grates,
pavement cracks (some several inches deep), and extremely rough patching. Bellevue pavement
is generally pretty good, except on this road!


http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/116thChannelizationSlidesCommission_25Sept2014I.pdf
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/116thChannelizationSlidesCommission_25Sept2014I.pdf

10.

11.

This part of 116" has a fairly steep uphill followed by a steep downhill in both directions. That
means bikes are going much slower than traffic uphill, but can travel close to the posted speed
limit down the hill in each direction.

When traveling uphill on 116", | can usually ride on the patched pavement, but need to swerve
around the manhole covers and grates.

When traveling downbhill on 116™ (either direction) | ride in the center of the main lane to avoid
all patches, manholes and grates. This is important when riding a road bike at higher speeds to
avoid wheel/tire damage and slipping on wet metal. Also, it makes me more visible to cars
pulling out of driveways. In heavy traffic this is sometimes difficult to do and causes very
stressful riding.

When cars pass on SB 116™, they usually pull partially into the center turn lane. This is normally
OK, except when there is a car already in the turn lane waiting to turn left either direction.
Sometimes cars try to squeeze by in the same lane as bikes when that occurs, forcing the bikes
to run over the bad paving and metal covers.

Some slower bicyclists attempt to ride on the sidewalk on 116™. I tried that once! It is also in
very poor condition, with lots of gravel, overhanging brush, poles, pedestrians, garbage cans,
bus stops, driveway dips, etc.

| occupy the SB right turn lane when | get to the intersection with 12" St.. I turn right onto the
main lane of 12™. 1 do not use the sidewalk on 12" over 405.

The so-called “separated bicycle path” on the NE 12" St. Bridge (completed in 2012) is totally
useless for efficient bicycle commuting. | wish | had been involved in the comment process for
that project to prevent it from being implemented as it was. | do not use that wide sidewalk, nor
do | ever intend to. Most bicycle commuters use the road at that location as well. | only
occasionally notice a bike on the sidewalk. Note that the most frustrating part of bicycle
commuting is having to switch modes between operating as a vehicle (roads, bike lanes, stop
lights, turn lanes) and acting as a pedestrian (sidewalks, crosswalks, walk signals). The transition
points are full of obstacles, pedestrians, lamposts, tight turns, limited ramps, and are difficult to
navigate while riding a bike. It is hard to press crosswalk buttons because they end up behind
you as you make the sharp turns. It is difficult to go in reverse on a bicycle — especially one with
loaded saddlebags while you are wearing bicycle cleats! And making a left turn requires doing
that all that twice and waiting for two separate walk signals. This is extremely cumbersome, and
slow.

In this particular case, to turn from SB 116™ onto the WB 12" sidewalk, | would have to occupy
the right turn lane on 116", until | got to the very corner. Then | would have to stop and get off
the bike (in the traffic lane!) to walk the bike onto the wheelchair ramp and past the poorly
placed crosswalk button post. It is too tight of a turn to ride. Riding over the bridge on the
sidewalk is not a problem. Except that there are pedestrians that walk in the center of the
sidewalk. At the west end of the bridge, to get to SB 112™ 1 would either have to use the walk
signal twice (SB crosswalk and WB crosswalk) then merge onto the road, or cut in front of two
lanes of traffic in the crosswalk to get in front of the left turn lane.

Partway over the 12" st Bridge, | move from the right lane to the left lane and then the left turn
lane so | can turn left onto SB 112", This stretch of road is not too heavily traveled by cars,
partially because of the fact that | turned right onto 12" when no cars were coming anyway. The
only problem here is the Botts’ dots (white turtles) separating the lanes. They are pretty rough
on a road bike traveling at normal speed, and can cause instability if you hit one.



12.

13.

In the evening, when traveling on NB 116" there are two vehicle lanes. | ride on the right side of
the right lane. Most cars simply pass in the left lane. Occasionally a car will follow me closely, or
cut in front of me, in order to turn into a driveway.

At the far north end of NB 116”‘, cars will often pass me in the left lane, and cut in front of me in
the right lane in order to turn right onto Northup. That is a very difficult corner for bicycles. It is
a steep uphill, so it is hard to start going again if you have to stop for traffic or lights. The cars
and bikes that are turning right are funneled into a narrow roadway by a raised triangle. The
sidewalk there is narrow, has no way to get on or off except at the ends of the Northup bridge,
and usually is occupied by pedestrians. Visibility is limited by the steep hill, bridge railing, and
shrubbery.

My Reaction to the Channelization plan:

1.

Overall | am quite pleased with the plan. It will improve the safety and efficiency of bicycle
commuters. It will provide a more clear separation between pedestrians, bicycles, and cars. It
will be easier for car drivers to understand what cyclists are doing. And it will give more room
when cars pass bicycles. | am looking forward to this being implemented.

| agree that the extra NB lane will not be missed since there will be no bikes in the way of cars.
Traffic is not so heavy there.

More attention needs to be paid to the transition points — where the proposed future bike trails
will connect to roads, where the bike lanes start and end, where bikes need to turn left onto
other roads, where bikes will be expected to try to navigate sidewalks, etc..

| do not understand what is meant by “add NB bike turn pocket” at the north end of NB 116" at
Northup. | think for this detail it will be critical to get further comment from bicyclists.

The south end of SB 116" shows no planned change in lanes. Remember, at that point, bikes are
traveling nearly the speed limit, and there are LOTS of cars turning into and pulling out of
driveways there.

Will there really be no bike lane in the merge zone at the south end of NB 116" Yikes. Merging
cars won’t be looking for bicycles on the right. They’ll be looking back over their left shoulders to
see what car they can pull in front of.

Suggestions for the plan and implementation:

1.

Make sure the 116" pavement overlay is even across all lanes and bike lanes. There are times
when bikes need to leave the bike lane and enter the car lane, and we don’t want to hit a
pavement level difference or expansion joint parallel to our direction of travel. Examples include
when we have to pass a slow bicyclist (or a fast bicycle is passing us!), when we have to avoid
manhole covers, grates, or debris (garbage, broken glass or tree branches).

Do not use bumps, textured (rumble strips) or slippery lane paint between the bicycle lane and
car lane.

In cases where you expect bicycles will be using the sidewalk, do not install those slippery yellow
dotted pads in the concrete. They are hazardous for road bikes, especially in the rain, as there is
no traction. And | don’t know what they provide that yellow paint or slightly textured concrete
doesn’t.

Make sure any expansions joints and grates are perpendicular to the travel direction of bicycles
so 1” road bike tires don’t get trapped.



5. Extend the SB bike lane to the 12™ St intersection so bikes don’t have merge with traffic.

6. Move all metal covers and grates out of the bike lane if possible. They can be in the vehicle lane,
or if absolutely necessary at the extreme sides of the bike lane. Remember, bikes will be
traveling up to 25 or 30 miles per hour on parts of this road!

7. Good signage will be important, especially alerting car drivers that bikes will be merging with
them. White signs that say “Bike Lane Ends” are not good enough. Only bikes pay attention to
them. Yellow signs that say “Caution - Watch Out for Merging Bikes” would be much better!

8. Add real bike lanes on the 12" St bridge; make the sidewalks narrower if necessary. Make it
easier for bikes to make left turns as vehicles without having to enter pedestrian mode.

9. Note that a totally different option is to build a bike path under the 1-405/SR-520 interchange to
connect Northup to 112" Ave. That portion of 112" has better existing bike lanes and a gentler
grade. But there is currently no way to get to SB 112" without going an additional mile or so.
That’s a long way for a bike.

10. Somewhat out of scope for this project, but important to bicycle safety, is education of car
drivers as to how bicycles operate on the roadways. We are usually operating as slow-moving
vehicles, not pedestrians. Please use every opportunity possible (ads, signs, etc) to get this
message across.

| am currently planning to attend the Open House Event on December 11 where | can give additional
information or answer any questions you may have about bicycling on this particular stretch of road. |
am also interested in commenting as a bicyclist on other transportation projects the city may be
planning as well.

Thanks for considering my input,

- Ken

ID 14: Sterling Cassel ; 12/5/14
Hello Mike and Kurt,

| wanted to voice my support of the planned improvements on 116th Ave NE (between NE 12th St and
Northup Way). As a cyclist and a motorist | feel that changing the current configuration of one
southbound land, a turning lane and two north bound lanes with a southbound lane, turning lane,
northbound lane and bicycle lanes is much safer. | think it is a win-win situation where everyone will
benefit.

Thank you and kind regards,

Sterling Cassel




ID 15a: Tim Whelan ; 12/4/14

Hi Tresa,

Thank you very much for the notice and invitation. Unfortunately, we are having our team holiday party
that evening and | will not be able to attend.

I am a full-time bike commuter and big supporter of the initiative to reconfigure 116th with bike lanes.
As | am sure you know, this road is really the main way into Bellevue when coming off of the 520 bike
trail from Overlake/Redmond. There is a steady stream of bikes on the road during the commuting
hours.

| ride this road pretty much every day, and it is the most dangerous part of my commute. The trip
northbound in the evening is particularly hairy around 5.30pm as it seems there is more traffic than in
the morning. Drivers get going pretty fast out of the light by Overlake Hospital, then can make some
pretty scary passes around the cyclists on the northbound hill near the new Children’s Hospital. The
cyclists are going really slow because of the hill, and the cars sort of seem to race out of the gate to
jockey for position and not get stuck behind a cyclist. | always watch my rear view mirror really closely
during this stretch in case a car miscalculated something, or didn’t see me.

Anyway, the bike lanes would be a huge improvement and make this segment of my commute much,
much safer. Thank you for your consideration, and please tell holler if | can provide any more
information!

Tim
ID 15b: Tim Whelan ; 4/2/14

Hi Kurt, thanks for your response. | commute by bike every day from Sammamish like Alan. | just want to
reemphasize what he is saying... 116" is definitely the most dangerous part of the commute. From my
experience 116" really seems to be the main north/south thoroughfare for bikers headed from Bellevue
to the 520 trail. There is a pretty steady stream of bikers on that road during the main commuting hours.
The asphalt on the right side of the road on the hill heading south (right after 520) is really falling apart
after going through the winter.

On a separate note, it’s a shame when they rebuilt the NE 12th St bridge over 405 they did not putin a
bike lane. They created those enormous sidewalks, but they don’t really work for bikers and | rarely see
pedestrians or bikes on them. Probably too late to do anything about that one, but still a shame.

Tim

ID 16: Alan Pickerill ; 12/3/14



Thank you for the notice and invitation. Unfortunately, | will be traveling on business next week and
won't be able to attend the open house.

| am a huge proponent of this project for reconfiguring 116th with bike lanes. | bicycle to work often
from Redmond and this section of my commute is by far the most dangerous. The traffic on this road
often exceeds posted speed limits and drivers can be very aggressive passing bicyclists. In addition, |
often see pedestrians trying to dart across the roadway. A more controlled and shared roadway would
be a big improvement for everyone and would complete key connections between Bellevue and both
Kirkland and Redmond.

Thanks,

Alan

ID 17a: Dave Bocek, Bocek Properties ; 12/3/14

Thank You, | plan to be there. This project is a bad idea. | have spoken to other property owners and
tenants, NO ONE wants this. DAVE BOCEK

ID 17b: Dave Bocek, Bocek Properties ; 10/2/14

Michael, thanks for the reply. | was mistaken on where the bike lane was to begin. | am still adamantly
against adding the bike lanes. IT WILL impact traffic South of 12" by taking the second north bound lane
away, even if it is 600 feet to the north of 12th past Childrens.

| am sure you are aware of the zoning changes to the east of 116" North of 12". My property at 1810
116™ is currently a 12000 sf building, we are contemplating a new building here that will be as large as
50,000 SF. ALL of the properties are along that side of 116" are ripe for redevelopment. The City is
being short sighted to take that lane away.

Dave Bocek
Bocek Properties

Mr. McDonald, It has been brought to my attention that the City of Bellevue is contemplating creating
bike lanes on 116™ Ave. NE. | own 2 commercial properties on 116", 1370 116" Ave NE and 1810 116"
Ave NE. Both my properties are medical office buildings with all day traffic coming and going. Traffic on
the stretch of 116™ between NE 8" and NE 12" is constant and often congested. Adding bike lanes to
this stretch is a ridiculous thought. Not only will the bike lanes be potentially unsafe, they would add to
the congestion, potentially limit access to business’s that front 116th and possibly constrict emergency
access to the hospital. The area North of 12" with the multiple driveways to business’s along the route
does not lend itself to added bike lanes. The center turn lane along 116™ is very important to all
business’s ingress and egress.

| am wholeheartedly against placing bike lanes along 116™ Ave. NE.



Please feel free share my email with your committees that are researching this bike lane solution and
any other interested parties. | am available anytime to speak with you.

Thank you for reading my comments.
Dave Bocek

Bocek Properties

ID 18: Bill Willard, President, Ralston Cunningham Associates, Inc. ; 12/3/14
Dear Mike and Kurt

Just received the brochure regarding the proposed upgrades to 116™ Ave between Northup and NE
112™. | own Ralston Cunningham Associates, a small business that has been located at 2110 116" Ave
NE for over 30 years. During that time | have watched both the street and it’s traffic load increase
dramatically. The proposed overlay is certainly welcome, but | have some safety concerns both for the
proposed bike lanes and traffic in general. The east side of the street from about the 1800 block to the
2200 block has a number of steep and nearly blind driveways. Pulling onto 116™ and turning south from
several of these drives can be a harrowing experience. The sight lines have become ever more seriously
impaired as traffic has increased and bike traffic which already exists is often very difficult to see. In
several places one needs to nearly pull into the street to see far enough to determine if it is safe to turn
left.

| have no issue with bike lanes themselves, but steps need to be taken to insure safety. My suggestions
would include:

Removal of landscaping that impedes sightlines.

Reset power poles that are within two feet of the curb in many places and block sightlines
Replace street trees with lower vegetation choices that don’t impede sightlines

Reduce the speed limit

Sorry | can’t make the open house, but hopefully these comments will provide food for thought about
the overall project. If | can provide any additional insight feel free to contact me.

Good Luck!
Bill Willard
President

Ralston Cunningham Associates, Inc.




ID 19: Group Health Hospital, William Biggs, Vice President, Administrative Services ; 12/3/14

Kurt. Thanks for the reminder of the meeting. | will not be able to attend. Alicia and | continue to survey
Group Health Bicycle commuters to learn their perspectives, and will share any concerns/questions that
may emerge with you. We also are continuing to network with other local businesses and institutions,
and so far are generally hearing support or at least no specific concerns. Bill Biggs

William Biggs | Vice President, Administrative Services
Administrative Services Division, Group Health Cooperative
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Chair Scott Lampe and the Bellswua Transpeilation Sommission
450 114" Avanye NE

FO Box 90012

Ballevig, WA 98003

Caar Chalt Lamps and the Bellevue Trangportation Commission,

Group Haalth supports the reconfiguration of general tatfic lanaes in the 118" Avenue ME
channel lzation proposal. We hava baan briefad oh tha prajest are tracking e City of Bellevue
decision process. and we see valua in the City taking steps to enhance bicyole and pedestran
mability where practical coet affactive projects are identified. Based on all we have lzarnad In
date, the 116" Avenua NE channslization projsct appeers to be one such project and we
ancouraga the cammizeion to consider moving ahead with funding and mplarsnting the project
nendt sUmer,

The redustion of twe northbound Hiraugh lznae to ore witt 3 dedivated fum lane snd the
addition of bike lanes will creata & mare predictable, safer roadway while mainkaining adeguate
vehicle Braughput for years to some

Yiltila wia sLppant, e plan could go further to craate @ betber ctrast far all users. The following
are guggesated far your consideralicon
»  Extand bike lanes throughout the antire egmeant of 118" Avgnue NE;
+  Buifer the bike 1Bnes for added safely;
+  Add way-finding ignage throughout the project;
¢ Include improved pecestian crossings, add one or two mid-bleck signalized pedesitan
ciusgywalks;
+ Reach out o amergensy responders who serve the anaa and assurs the modificetions
have no negaive impacts on ambulance Ingresefegress to the medical disthct

Thank you for the chancs te offer Input an the channelization plan. 'We applaud the City of
Bellevus for using the upsoming peving project as an oppartunity to make F168™ Avenyg NE
zafar and ockietive for &l modes of transportation.

Slneergsy,

Williarm Eiggz
Wiz Preeldent, Administrative Sorvines Division

Co: Adicia Eng




ID 20: Cascade Bicycle Club, McKayla Dunfey, 12/2/14

Thanks, Franz. | just wrote up a paragraph that we'll add to our "braking news" email blast that goes out
today to let our members know about the meeting. I'll plan to attend as well.

Thanks,

McKayla
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Bellevue Transportation Commission Members

% Kevin McDonald, Senior Transportation Planner
City of Bellevue

450 110th Ave. NE

Bellevue, WA 98009

Re: Planned Change to 116th Avenue NE from NE 12th Street to Northup Way.

Thank you for your consideration of this important project. We believe the planned change to
116th Avenue ME has great potential to improve safety for all road users and provide
bicycligts with more comfortable connections to downtown Bellevue and the SR 520 Trail.
Rechannelization will alzo enzure that bicyclistz will have additional connections to future light
rail at 120th Avenue NE and to the planned new bike lanes on Northup Way. We believe this
connective comidor will be safer for bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists after
rechannelization.

Az we mentioned in our previous letter in support of thiz project, rechannelization, like the
proposed change to 116th Avenue NE, can provide a very low cost opporfunity to improve
connections for bicyclists and pedestrians and have a minimal effect on vehicle operations. In
addition to the FHWA's list of rechannelization benefits that we listed in our previous letter, we
wanted fo pass along more information from a recent [gport from Portland on rechannelization
that further emphasizes the cost and safety benefits of road rechannelization projects.

The biggest findings on streets that undergo rechannelization are as follows:

# 37% reduction in traffic crash rates
# 10% reduction in the 85th percentile speed

Similar results have come out of rechannelization projects in Seattle as well. As we explained
in our previous letter, Seattle's Stone Way N Rechannelization and Nickerson Street
Rechannelization has resulted in fewer street collizions and top-end speeders.

We believe rechannelization on 116th Avenue NE will yield similar results, and we
furthermaore urge you to include this project in the 2015 Overay Program. If this cost-effective
rechannelization iz included in the Owverlay Program, the city will just be changing the lane
siriping on 116th Avenue NE and will have the opportunity to evaluate the success of the
rechannelization over time and be able to make adjustments as needed.

Thank you again for taking time to review this important project.

Sincerely,

McKayla Dunfey

Eastzide Policy and Government Affairs Coordinator
Cascade Bicycle Club

Improving lives through bicycling

7400 Sand Point Way ME. Suite 1015, Seattle, Wa 88115 = P (208) 522-3222 = www_cascads.ong =
nfoficascade org



Bellevue Transportation Commission Members e COSCAde
% Kevin McDonald, Senior Transportation Planner '
City of Bellevue

450 110th Ave. NE

Bellevue, WA 98009

Re: Planned Change to 116th Avenue ME from ME 12th Street to Northup Way.

Cascade is pleased to see that the *Planned Change to 116th Avenue” is being reviewed by the
Tranzsportation Commizsion. We believe this kind of project on 116th Avenue has great potential
to improve safety for all road users and provide bicyclists with more comfortable connections to
downtown Bellevue and the 520 bike trail, which are critical connections for bicycle commuters
and priorties in Bellevue's Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan. The improved pedestrian crossings and
bike access will also make it easier for people to reach the future light rail station at 120th
Avenue and help to accomplish the goals of the Bel-Red plan. This project will additionally
enhance connectivity by providing a connection to Morthup Way, where the city is adding bike
lanes and sidewalks.

Rechannelization projects, such as this, provide a low cost opportunity to improve connections
for bicyclists and pedesirians, and as noted in the Trangportation Department’'s Management
Brief, analysis indicates minimal effect on vehicle operations. Now is the optimal time to take
advantage of this opportunity fo include safer bicycling and walking connections through this key
connective comdor. As bicycling mode splits continue to rise throughout the region, we believe:
there iz great value in planning and building infragtructure that will support more bicycle
capacity.

Recent studies have shown that this fype of rechannelization project can in fact decrease
speeding, reduce the number of collisions, improve safety at pedestrian crossings, increase
bicycle wolumes all while maintaining peak hour vehicle capacity.

For example, here are some of the key findings that came out of Seattle’s Stone Way N
Rechannelization project report

Top speeders - those traveling at least 10 mph over the limit - declined by 80%,
Pedestrian collisions have been reduced by B0%;

The volume of cyclists increased by 35%:;

The comidor maintained capacity to camy the same number of motor vehicles as
before the lane reduction.

L IR B

Another report from the Nickerson Street Rechannelization project notes similar findings:
* Top-end speeding was reduced by 90%;

* Pedesiran/motor-vehicle collisions decreased by 23%;
& Traffic volume remained essentially the same as before the rechannelization.

Improving lives through bicycling

7400 Sand Poént Way NE, Suite 1015, Seartle, Wa 88115 - P (206) 522-3222 - www. cascade arg - infivicascade org

ID 21: Dr. Philip Young, 12/2/14



Dear Mike and Kurt,

Thanks for taking our emails for questions and concerns. The change to the road that you are proposing
for 116th Ave will markedly affect our business for the worse. We hope that you will make the decision
not to make those changes and keep the road as is.

Thank you,

Dr Philip Young

ID 22: Aegis Living, Judy Meleliat, President and Michael Derr, Aegis Senior Communities, 11/13/14

Thanks for this information as well as the clarification regarding future year assumptions in the
information presented to the City Council on September 25th.

We will make sure to attend the open house on December 11 so we can keep ourselves as informed as
possible.

I will verify on my own but if you get a chance, can you please pass along what time the open house will
occur?

Thanks,

Michael Derr

Aegis Senior Communities

Forwarding the attached letter to full City Council as well as correcting previous error in Mr. McDonald's
email address.

Michael Derr
Aegis Senior Communities



Aegis L.iving

We'ra tha pecpiewh meke life battar

Movanber &, 2014

Claudiag Balduee, Mayer
Kuvin Wallave, Deputy Mayor
Bellevue City Council

Grad Mivake, City Managzor

Dear City of Bellevue Leadership:
[ E: Planned Vehicle anr Bicyele Chanpes te 116" Avenue NE

Aepix Senior Communities and Asgis Living of Bellovme ave provd of our role in kelping make this
ity ot just o great place to lee znd waork but also that we can provide 2 small service that Lelps
miake il pussible foc residents b stsy here for as long as possible. And we are just as eecited about
Lhie poLeotiol this cily b to offer and the leadership it can shows e ouwr neighkars around the rest of
Lalke Washington in mamnaging the issues that come with mroswth and success.

Mot only are we aparating Acgls Livieg of Bellevue just seuth of Bain, bat we also awn property
alang 11at Avenwe NE swhere we plan Lo develop and operate a community for seniors nead ing
assistance with memery care. After reviewing e “Manapemeat Erief” datod September 15, 2004
that was the basis of a presentation to tle Cily Couoddl v that same day, we have 3 couple ul
questions regarding the plan to nedify Ue e conlizoralion aleng 116% dvenue WE The Brief
descrihes a proposed plan ta reducing webicle loees o 116" Avenue NE e one northbound lane,
one southbound lzne, a center left-turn Jane, aod bioyele laswes on Lhe outside {closest Lo Uhe carhis)
buth oertb- and seuth-bound, These rrodifications would acout adjacent to our new property,
“Aupis Living of Bellevue ot Spring Disteict”.

So here are o couple of yuestions about the marerial preseaced in che Bricl:

11 Under thie section heading of " Analysis,” traftic forecasts for the 2004 borizon vear were
ruvicwed and rocdelod;
= [ this analysis and modeling consider Lhe change in bailding use and size Gl is likely en
ooenr Sings the land vse has changed Do prirnacily residentizl o BR-MO07
o If not, will traffic forecasts for 2024 change with this higher deasity land use zone?

2] Lileweise, intloe GUU pacagraph ol Lhis suine sgelun i states, "Tralfic valumes in the corcidar
fave been celalively constant veer the past demde
& Noes the 2024 horizon year analysis accounl for inereased deosity in the surrounding land
nses hecause of tlue npzone to BE-MO, and ifso, by how moch?

2) Inthenext parapraph the Brief states, " pedesliians wouold realice 3 safetyr benciit from e
planmed project by having fewer wehicle Liues b cross.”

» While this slaberment is true far padestrian-anramabile conflicrs, we are concerned that
e will actually be oo new Tanes of hicycle traffic os well, vehich Lhe pedestrians wouid
alsu bave Lo navigate and amsnt far;

17602 ME Unign Hill Road - Bedmaond, WA 2052
425.861.9%93 « werw negisliving.com



Aegis Living

Page 2 of 2

e With Overlake Medical Center and Children’s Eastside Hospital nearby along 116th and the
city encouraging health care services along the 116th corridor, we are concerned that
emergency vehicles could pose an additional risk to cyclists given the nature of their
services.

Finally, in the closing paragraph, there is mention of the possibility of a future bike trail along the
Eastside Rail Corridor, which exists roughly along what would be 118th Avenue NE. Given that the
City’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan (2009) has already targeted north-south bike corridors along
112, 116%, and 120t (in process), we think a better solution for all to consider might include the
following:

A. Eliminate the vehicle-bicycle conflict on the north-south corridor of 116t Avenue NE by
focusing bike lane improvements along 112t Avenue NE. The vehicle counts along 112
Avenue NE cited in the Brief are substantially lower (9,400/day versus 11,000/day or 15%
lower) than along 116t Avenue NE. This creates a condition that is safer for bicyclists and
motorists on both corridors; and

B. Initiate the redevelopment of the Eastside Rail Corridor to produce a bike- and pedestrian-
trail that will provide an arterial-level connection that could run all the way from the north
to the south borders of Bellevue.

Aegis and its’ many Eastside employees and cyclists appreciate the importance of safely
accommodating bicycle and pedestrian traffic in and around our city. We do feel strongly that the
proposed changes to 116% Avenue NE between NE 12t Street and Northup Way might not be as
favorable compared to other nearby bike commuting corridors that have already been identified.
Given the variety of alternative locations in the near vicinity we encourage the Mayor, City Council
and City Planners and Engineers to reconsider which routes might be best for us and our biking
neighbors.

Respectful

Judy Meleliat; President (and fellow Bicyclist)
Aegis Senior Communities:and
Aegis i\/ing of Bellevue and Aegis Living of Bellevue at Spring District
CC: Bellevue Planning Commission

Chris Salomone, Director

Dan Stroh, Planning Director

Paul Inghram, AICP; Comprehensive Planning Manager

Mike Brennan, Director of Development Services

Carol Helland, Land Use Division Director

Kevin MacDonald, Bellevue Department of Transportation Senior Planner

17602 NE Union Hill Road + Redmond, WA 98052
425.861.9993 - www.aegisliving.com




ID 23: Andrew Pardoe, 10/6/14
Mr. McDonald,

| write in support of the proposed 116™ Ave bike lines. | frequently cycle from my home in Surrey Downs
to Microsoft Redmond. | refuse to take 116" from 12" St. to the 520 trail. Even though 116™ is the
recommended cycling route in Bellevue there is no shoulder marking for bicycles and the condition of
the road is tragic at best. | instead opt for taking Bel-Red road to 130", braving the left turn so that | can
enjoy a wider, calmer street on my way to the 520 trail.

If the city truly had a plan for cycling infrastructure, the 520 trail wouldn’t just disappear at 124™. It
would extend eastward, to the bridge, and have a spur going south to downtown or even to Factoria. It’s
a shame that the “Bellevue Braids” project was constructed with nary a thought about how to weave
bicycles through that dangerous area.

When people ask me about what it’s like to commute by bicycle in Bellevue | tell them that the drivers
are generally more respectful of bicycles than the city tends to be. Drivers are often anxious, and even
more often inattentive. The city, on the other hand, frequently exhibits disregard for cyclists’ safety.
Please do what you can to help make cycling in Bellevue safer for both cyclists and drivers.

| realize that Bellevue is built around automobiles (“A City in a Highway”) but in order to grow we must
provide infrastructure for alternative modes of transportation. It’s not just about cars, busses, and
trains. We all have to share Bellevue’s roads.

Thank you,

Andrew Pardoe

ID 24: Patricia Carpenter ; 10/3/14
Dear Deputy Mayor Wallace:

Thank you for your dedicated service on the Bellevue City Council. And, thank you for your wise
participation.

Kevin, | am speaking on behalf of 4 adults, 80 plus. W strongly oppose athe idea of a car lane being
turned into a bike lane on 116th, particularly in the area between 8th and running North to 12th!

| recently was late to a surgery scheduled at Overlake. It was to be there at 10:30 am. We went out 8th
going into the "long" inside lane to turn north, to be on time. Early as it was in the day, there was real turn
lane backup. . .and, this unexpected traffic caused me to arrive late! Also, we all use the entrances and
exits of medical offices on the east side of 116th for appointments. It is almost impossible to turn out onto
116th from those exits. Taking away a car lane, and adding the further risk of a bike lane, would only
further compound what is now a very congested traffic problem.



On another matter, we all are very, veery upset at having to look at the north wall of 520 entrance that
was one time green trees leading to Hunts Point. Having travelled 84th all 4 of us for 50 years and
putting up with almost years of no night sleep during 520 construction, this is now what we have as Clyde
Hill, Medina and some points residents to look at heading North. Something should be grown as a green
cover on that wall.

Thank you,

Patricia Carpenter

ID 25: Jon Morris ; 10/2/14
Hello Mr. McDonald.

| recently heard about a proposed plan to change 116™ Ave to add a bike lane in both directions. | ride
my bike north on 116" Ave twice a week (Tuesday and Friday at about 8:30am), coming from NE 8" and
108™ Ave and heading to the 520 trail. | turn left onto 116" Ave from NE 12" with traffic in the left turn
lane. Since | am not able to make this turn at the same speed as regular traffic, | do my best to clear the
intersection and get into the right lane quickly. However, | regularly experience traffic that also moves
into the right lane behind me. Many are planning to turn right into driveways a short distance up

116™. Because of this, | create a bottleneck as these people then must merge into the left lane. There is
almost always other traffic already in the left lane that then will slow and yield to allow them to

merge. This causes further slowdowns and driver angst — usually towards me. In this single area, | am
regularly yelled at by drivers, had objects thrown at me, and had cars attempt to crowd between me
and the left lane of traffic to quickly swerve back in front of me. | do not enjoy riding anywhere in
Bellevue, but this short section is extremely dangerous.

Adding a bike lane in both directions would alleviate much of the problems. A cyclist would be able to
quickly clear the intersection, and enter the bike lane. All traffic would be in a single lane of traffic,
eliminating the yielding and merging to get around cyclists. Traffic would flow better through this area,
it would be safer for cyclists, and it would cause less driver anger.

| also regularly see other cyclists riding through this same section, both northbound and southbound. |
avoid 116" southbound because of the lack of shoulder, uphill grade, and single lane for cars. However,
| regularly see other cyclists going southbound. Almost always with at least one car behind them, trying
to pass.

Please carefully consider this option, as it would be a great step forward in making Bellevue a safer place
to ride and also help to eliminate traffic bottlenecks which are bound to cause an accident, possibly with
a cyclist.

Thanks,

Jon Morris




ID 26: Bellevue Chamber of Commerce, Lincoln Vander Veen ; 10/1/14
Hi Lincoln,

We will provide information to the Transportation Commission on Nov 13 addressing a range of issues
and questions, including traffic impact. Some materials will be included in the Transportation
Commission agenda memo (posted at, http://www.bellevuewa.gov/transportation-commission-
agendas-2014.htm a few days prior to the meeting). Additional information will be presented at the
meeting.

Michael Ingram, AICP

Senior Planner, Bellevue Transportation Dept.

Kevin,

You mentioned Dave ended up not showing modeling last Monday that shows that restriping for a bike
lane on 116" NE would not impact traffic. Is that modeling available?

Thanks!
Lincoln Vander Veen | Public Affairs Manager

Bellevue Chamber of Commerce | 330 112™ AVE NE, Suite 100 | Bellevue, WA 98004

ID 27: Matt Leber; 9/26/14

| strongly support the proposal to add bike lanes to 116th in Bellevue. For years, Bellevue has been a
disappointment when it comes to providing safe cycling infrastructure. | used to bike through this area
often but cut way back on biking in Bellevue due to aggressive drivers. While these lanes on 116th won't
entirely fix those problems, cutting back on underutilized lanes on streets with lower traffic has
improved safety in Seattle in areas where | often bike as well as drive. The design presented on 116th
appears to be similar to the projects on Nickerson Street and Dexter Ave in Seattle so | would expect
similar safety improvements.

Thank you for working on this.
Matt Leber

Beaux Arts, WA



,%20http:/www.bellevuewa.gov/transportation-commission-agendas-2014.htm
,%20http:/www.bellevuewa.gov/transportation-commission-agendas-2014.htm

ID 28: Ge Wang ; 9/25/14
Hi Kevin,

Thank your for the proposal of adding bike lanes on a segment of 116th Ave NE between NE 12th St and
Northup Way.

| live in Kirkland and work in Bellevue down town. | ride bicycle year round for commuting, and 116th is
my daily commuting route. | know how dangerous for a cyclist to ride up hill on 116th. In order to not
blocking the traffic, | try to ride as fast as | can and also stay to the right of the lane as far as | can.
However there are drivers who don't know how to keep a minimum distance between car/bike and
safely pass a bike. This route is also very popular and busy route for cyclists, | meet lots of cyclists
everyday on this route and they all have same problems.

| really hope the proposal could be accepted and executed. This could greatly improve the safety and
convenience for cyclists in all Bellevue, Kirkland and Redmond.

Thanks,

Ge

ID 29: Robert Orleth ; 9/24/14
Kevin -

| hear there are bicycle lanes planned on 116" Ave NE from Northup Way down to NE 12" — that would
be most excellent | | commute from Northeast Bellevue to downtown by way of the 520 MUT, and then
up over the hill on 116™, and in a year of commuting had multiple close calls with cars on that stretch
both to and from downtown — going uphill on the bicycle makes the speed differential so much bigger,
and that’s really the biggest danger factor in bicycles sharing the road with cars. Taking the sidewalk is
only really an option going south, because when going north a) there are usually pedestrians on the
sidewalk during rush hour and b) the placement of lantern posts makes that quite challenging, esp.
when it’s dark. On the other hand, the two lanes going north don’t help car traffic much because even
during rush hour there isn’t that much traffic on that stretch. Both as a motorized driver (last count:
three cars, four motorcycles in the family) and a bicycle commuter, I’d LOVE for 116™ to get a bicycle
lane, even at the expense of a car lane.

Thanks for your consideration,

Robert Orleth




ID 30: Michelle Plesko ; 9/24/14
Dear Mr. McDonald,

| read with interest of the proposal to paint bike lanes on 116" Ave NE. I am in wholehearted support of
bike lanes. | would prefer more protected infrastructure, but bike lanes at least should be automatic.

| live in Kirkland near Bridle Trails and mostly get around by bike with my kids (photo attached). | do not
bike in Bellevue, aside from a few carefully chosen low-traffic streets. Thus, | don’t shop in Bellevue, or
do anything else there. | go to downtown Redmond, which is far more comfortable for me to bike in.
Most of Bellevue is terrifying to bike. | would like to patronize the businesses in downtown Bellevue,
along Northup, or especially in Overlake (I'd like to go to Fred Meyer), but | cannot get there.

Bike lanes on 116™ Ave will give me more options.
Thank you.

Michelle Plesko

ID 31: Benjamin Keim ; 9/22/14
Dear Sirs:

| am strongly in support of the proposal to add bike lanes to 116th Ave NE. | was actually biking on that
street this evening around 5:40 pm. Also just today | commented to one of my co-workers that | feel less
safe on my commute through Bellevue than through downtown Seattle.

I live near that area and frequently drive 116th to get to my doctor and to access other parts of
Bellevue. Traffic has always been light when I've driven that road.

As a further note, many years ago in Seattle | saw someone who had just exited the van | was in get
almost killed in crossing multiple lanes of traffic due to what is called apparently called a “multi-lane
threat.” Preventing this risk to pedestrians is itself enough of a reason in my opinion to reduce the
number of northbound lanes.

Best regards,

Benjamin Keim

ID 32: Blake Swanson ; 7/14/14



Hi There — I’'m not quite sure who to send this to. If you’re not the right person would you point me in

the right direction?

I've been commuting on my bike from Kirkland to Bellevue over the last 5 years and it’s generally very
good. Most of the way | have either a shoulder or a bike lane.116th Ave NE in Bellevue is the most
difficult road to ride on by far and it is one of the major roads used to enter and exit Bellevue. The
problem | run into is that there is no shoulder to ride on, and riding on the sidewalk is inconvenient and
dangerous to pedestrians.

Do you know if there are any plans to make 116th Ave NE more bike friendly?




