
City of Bellevue Light Rail 
Study: B7-Revised Alternative

What is the purpose of tonight’s B7- 
Revised Open House? The purpose of 
tonight’s open house is for you to learn about the 
City’s B7-Revised alternative and to let us know 
what you think about this alternative and what 
we need to consider as we move forward with the 
analysis of B7-Revised. 

What is the study? The City of Bellevue 
is conducting a study to determine if further 
development of Sound Transit’s B7 alternative will 
improve performance, reduce costs, and reduce 
impacts of the East Link Route in South Bellevue.  
This alternative, referred to as B7-Revised, is a 
variation of the B7 alternative studied in Sound 
Transit’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) and Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (SDEIS) for the East Link project. 
The study consists of conceptual engineering, 
environmental screening, ridership analysis, and cost 
estimating, to provide an objective “apples to apples” 
comparison to the Sound Transit B7 alternative. 

What does the study include? B7-Revised 
includes a new transit station and park-and-ride near 
the Bellevue Way/I-90 Interchange. The route then 
parallels I-90 to cross the Mercer Slough, and runs 
adjacent to I-405 within a segment of the former 
BNSF right-of-way. It also includes a new transition 
from at-grade at the Red Lion site to a downtown 
tunnel portal near NE 2nd St and 112th Ave NE. The 
study will analyze these modifications to the Sound 
Transit B7 alternative to determine potential impacts 
and benefits to surrounding neighborhoods, traffic, 
ridership, the Mercer Slough, and construction costs.

Bellevue City Council wants to make 
sure that East Link, the largest and 
most expensive transportation project 
in Bellevue’s history, best serves 
the needs of Bellevue’s businesses, 
commuters, residents, and visitors.
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Disclaimer:
The information on this map is a geographic representation
derived from the City of Bellevue Geographic Information System.
The City of Bellevue does not guarantee that the information on
this map is accurate or complete. This map is provided on an "as
is" basis and disclaims all warranties, express or implied,
including but not limited to warranties of merchantability, fitness
for a particular purpose and non-infringement. Any commercial
use or sale of this map or portions thereof, is prohibited without
express written authorization by the City of Bellevue. The City of
Bellevue is not responsible for any damages arising from the use
of information on this map. Use of this map is at user's risk. Users
should verify the information before making project commitments.
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Why is the study being conducted?
As part of its ongoing involvement with Sound 
Transit’s East Link Project, the Bellevue City 
Council has studied the alternatives for light rail 
for south Bellevue, from I-90 to downtown. City 
Council preference for this segment is the B7 
alternative. Sound Transit has identified B2M as 
its preferred alternative for South Bellevue.  B2M 
utilizes the existing South Bellevue Park-and-Ride 
and travels along Bellevue Way and 112th Ave SE.

The City Council is concerned about the potential 
impacts of B2M and has requested additional 
analysis of the B7 alternative to determine if it 
compares favorably with B2M. City Council 
directed city staff to carry out additional work on 
B7-Revised.  The City recently contracted with 
Arup, an engineering firm experienced in this type 
of work, to perform the analysis of the B7-Revised 
alternative. In addition, City Council has requested 
that Sound Transit delay the schedule for the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) until the 
B7-Revised analysis is completed.

What is the project schedule? The study 
begins with a public open house to introduce the 
B7-Revised alternative, where there will be an 
opportunity to learn about the process of the study 
over the next six months and hear your comments 
or concerns.  The project team will then refine the 
location and sizing for the South Bellevue Station 
and the B7-Revised alternative.  

Additional work will include:

•	 Analysis to determine how the conceptual 
design performs, and if it can reduce costs and 
environmental impacts

•	 A second public meeting to share and get 
feedback on the conceptual design of the 
optimized B7-Revised alternative

•	 An interim report that summarizes the analysis 
and indicates if the B7-Revised alternative 
merits further consideration 

•	 Additional design and analysis (if the Council 
decides that the early work on the B7-Revised 
alternative is encouraging)

•	 A third public meeting to share the results of 
these efforts and to get feedback on the results 
and next steps

Please visit the website:  
www.bellevuewa.gov/b7-revised-light-rail-route.htm 
or contact Maher Welaye, project manager at  
425-452-4879 or Mwelaye@bellevuewa.gov

Title VI Notice to the Public  It is the City of Bellevue’s policy to assure that no 
person shall on the grounds of race, color, national origin or sex, as provided 
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participating in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of 
its federally funded programs and activities.  Any person who believes his/
her Title VI protection has been violated may file a complaint with the Title VI 
Coordinator.  For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact the Title 
VI Coordinator at 425-452-4496.  

Need more information?  
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