
Community Building Blocks 
BELLEVUE ESSENTIALS

Your Onramp to Civic Leadership
A 9 week introduction to civic engagement in Bellevue

“I thoroughly enjoyed meeting so many intelligent, engaged people, so committed 
to making this city a better place.  Without this program, and the resources you 
offer, I would not be as empowered to engage with my neighbors and the city. 
Thank you for this gift of investment in me and in all of us.”

–Anne Bridgeland

Questions?
Contact program coordinator, Julie Ellenhorn, Neighborhood Outreach, City of 
Bellevue, 425-452-5372 or jellenhorn@bellevuewa.gov with questions or to receive a 
simple one page application.

Bellevue Essentials will introduce you to the behind the scenes work done at the City and will 
help you understand how local government works. You’ll learn how the City is responsive to 
community concerns, how policy is made and how to effect change. When citizens take an 

interest and take on leadership roles, they help to positively shape the vision for Bellevue.

--Mayor Claudia Balducci

“The interactive experiences at Bellevue Essentials made everything come alive! 
The class opened my eyes to the complexity of running a City.  The commitment 

and quality of the staff and leadership we interacted with was excellent.”

–Jay Shukla

“This class made me an educated member of my community and has boosted my 
confidence about the proper way to address issues being raised in the community. 
The class has exponentially increased my interest and deepened my commitment 

to become more involved in my community. “

–Anne Morrisseau

“In this class, members didn’t just 
listen, we shared our perspectives and 
ideas about our neighborhoods and 
discussed with city leaders the future 

of Bellevue.”

“I’ve established valuable relationships 
and an understanding of the city that 
could only come from a unique program 

such as Bellevue Essentials.”



Community Building Blocks 
NEIGHBORHOOD ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

reimagine, reinvent & 
redefine community spaces

reinforce connections 
between people & shared 

spaces

celebrate the physical, 
cultural & social identities of 

a place



Community Building Blocks 
NEIGHBORHOOD MATCH

Foster a sense of community 
and neighborhood pride

Enhance and beautify 
Bellevue’s neighborhoods

Encourage participation



Community Building Blocks 
CULTURAL CONVERSATIONS

feel a sense of communi ty 
and build bridges between 

cultures

diverse groups of women 
meeting to converse and 
connect

enhance your knowledge 
and understanding of cultural 

practices and world views



Community Building Blocks 
NEIGHBOR LINK
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NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE 
PROJECTS

Choose a local charity
While supplies last, participation 

awarded Mariners baseball tickets

HAVE A FIRE TRUCK OR 
POLICE OFFICER VISIT

CLOSE YOUR STREET!

IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD

JUNE 1–OCTOBER 4
Have fun!

Meet your neighbors
Eat great food
Share a hobby

Organize for safety

ROAD CLOSURE BARRICADES 
REIMBURSED UP TO $50.

PERMIT FEES WAIVED

FLYERS, BANNERS, OR 
SANDWICH BOARDS 

AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
EVENT

Questions? Contact Carol Ross, Neighborhood Outreach. 
425-452-7917 or cross@bellevuewa.gov
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MINI CITY HALL


