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4 

ADDRESSING and SIGNING 
 
4.01   Premise Identification 
Ref.: IFC 505.1 
 
4.01-1.  Approved address numbers shall be placed on all new and existing 

buildings, including one-and two-family dwellings, in such a position as to 
be plainly visible and legible from the road or street fronting the property. 

 
4.01-2.  Address numbers or letters on the front of buildings shall be a minimum 

six (6) inches high for commercial occupancies and four (4) inches high 
for single family occupancies.  Address numbers or letters shall contrast 
with their background. The principal stroke of address numbers shall be 
at least three-quarter (3/4) inch. 

 
When address numbers are located on clear glazing such as doors, 
windows or relights, the numbers shall be white to achieve contrast 
during all lighting conditions. 

 
When the building is more than 100 feet from the road, the height of each 
address number shall be increased as specified in Table 4.01 to a 
maximum of twelve (12) inches. 

 
TABLE 4.01    
Address Numbering Height Table 
 
 

DISTANCE       SIZE 
 
0-100 ft       6” 

 
101-150 ft.       8” 

 
151-200 ft.       10” 

 
201 and up       12” 

 
4.01-3.  Where the building is not visible from the street or more than one 

building is on a site, such as one on a long driveway or private roadway, 
provision shall be made to clearly identify which driveway or roadway 
serves the appropriate address. 
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4.01-4.  Address numbers at least three (3) inches high and having a principal 
stroke of three-quarter (3/4) inch shall be prominently displayed on rear 
entrance or access doors when required by the Fire Chief or his/her 
designate. 

 
4.01-5.  Exterior access doors or individual dwelling, housekeeping, living units or 

commercial tenant spaces also shall be clearly marked. Numbers and/or 
letters of such units shall be at least two (2) inches high and shall have a 
principal stroke of three-quarter (3/4) inch. 

 
4.01-6.  Doors opening onto interior corridors in multi-family dwelling or 

commercial tenant spaces shall have letters and/or numbers at least one-
and-one-half (1-1/2) inches high and shall contrast to their background. 

 
 
4.02 Required Signage  
Ref.: IFC 510.1, 310.3, 311.5, 5.03.3, 504.2, 504.3, 607.2, 605.3.1, 608.7.1, 903.3.1, 906.6, 
907.4.4, 912.2.2, 912.4, 1008.1.3.4, 1020.1.6, 2703.5 
 
4.02 Signs of various descriptions are referenced throughout the International 

Fire Code and these Development Standards.  The following are some 
examples: 
 
 

TABLE 4.02 
Samples of Various Required Signage 
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GENERATOR 

 

ELECTRICAL 
ELEVATOR MACHINE 

ROOM 

ELEVATOR AUTOMATIC 

DISCONNECT 

CAUTION:FLAMMABLE 
COMBUSTIBLE FUEL 

STORAGE 

EMERGENCY 
GENERATOR 

SHUT OFF 

ELEVATOR PIT  

SPRINKLER SHUTOFF 

 

DUCT DETCTOR 
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FIRE ALARM  

CONTROL PANEL 



   

 24

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TABLE 4.03 
Samples of Stairway Identification Signage 

 
Signs shall be required on all exterior doors leading to stairwells. Fire alarm notification 
shall correspond with stairwell identification signs. Signs shall be installed on the 
exterior door for identification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXTERIOR STAIRWELL         INTERIOR STAIRWELLS 

 
 

NOTE: See Appendix B for an index listing of other signs required by the IFC  and this 
document. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPRINKLER RISER

 
MECHANICAL 

 
SHUNT TRIP 

WEST STAIR 
NO ROOF ACCESS 

3 
P4 THROUGH 18 

WEST  
STAIR 

 

FUEL TANK 

REMOTE FUELING 

STATION 

PRE-ACTION 

SPRINKLER 

 

NO SMOKING 

 

TRANSFORMER 
ROOM 

 

FIRE/SMOKE DAMPERS 


