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INITIATIVE INDIA 

IDEAS FOR PROMOTING TRADE AND CULTURAL COOPERATION 
FOR BELLEVUE AND THE PUGET SOUND REGION  
 
 
 

 
DRAFT 
 
The following is a product of the Office of Economic Development, City of Bellevue.  For 
more information, see www.bellevuewa.gov or contact Thomas Boydell, Economic Development 
Manager at 425-452-5241 and email tboydell@bellevuewa.gov 
 
 
Section I:  Overview  
 
Purpose:  To promote investment and trade 
between Bellevue and India, foster the success of 
the India-American and South Asian community, 
and retain highly talented professionals.  
 
Summary:  In Bellevue and Puget Sound, 
international trade and the growth of global, 
multi-national corporations are large factors in 
economic growth. Aerospace and technology 
companies, along with professional and financial 
services groups, fuel that growth, but traditional 
industries (namely, agricultural product exports) 
are also important.   
 
Several countries in Asia are major trading 
partners.  India is one of those countries often 
considered to offer additional potential as an 
investment and trading partner.   
 
The South Asian group is the fastest growing 
segment of Bellevue’s population.  This recent 
growth of the South Asian population in Bellevue, 
like its growth in the USA along with new 
businesses created, indicates economic potential.  
Another indicator is that “edible fruits and nuts” 
(e.g., Eastern Washington apples) showed nearly a 
500% growth in Washington state to India trade 
from 2005 to 2008; by 2007, this category 
matched the dollar value of  exports in “aircraft, 
spacecraft, and parts,” the state’s largest trading 
category. 

The City of Bellevue seeks to work with the Trade 
Development Alliance, State of Washington, 
Federation of Indian Americans (FIA), The Indus 
Entrepreneurs (TIE), and other regional partners 
in exploring the potential for serving our 
population better and increasing economic 
opportunities.  This will likely require a long-term 
vision and multi-year plan for its implementation, 
with heavy reliance on the private sector and local 
Asia-Indian community for leadership and effort.  
 
Cultural programming is an important way to start 
for three reasons: (a) It helps us to make contacts 
and identify business activities, (b) It generates 
enthusiasm and directly benefits Bellevue’s 
citizens of both Asia-Indian and non-Asia-Indian 
ethnicity, and (c) It helps to establish friendship 
ties and helps us to understand the complex 
cultural issues of doing business in or with India 
or with South Asians in the USA.  This effort can 
be complemented by surveys and analysis.  
 
Business goals can include: (a) increasing numbers 
of new businesses in Bellevue, (b) increasing 
businesses that are part of the Bellevue Economic 
Partnership (BEP) and Chamber of Commerce, 
(c) providing information to businesses about 
changing customer demographics, (d) increasing 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and trade 
finance activities with respect to India, (e) 
recruiting India companies to establish their USA 
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head-quarters in Bellevue, (f) increasing demand 
for office space and residences in the downtown, 
and (g) helping fuel the growth of entrepreneurial 
businesses and redevelopment of the Bel-Red 
Innovation Corridor (along I-405 and SR 520).   
 
Beyond these business reasons, it is valuable to 
partner in developing cultural programs and 
amenities that celebrate and meet the needs of our 
citizens and workforce.  It helps make Bellevue 
and the region a high-quality place to live.  
 
Important Recent Developments:  USA-India 
Trade Agreements are a crucial factor in trade 
growth. In 2005 President Bush and Prime 
Minister Singh agreed to expand the USA-India 
economic dialogue to focus on finance, trade and 
investment policy, high-technology commerce, 
energy, and the environment.   
 
This effort has been extremely productive. 
According to the “USA-India Trade Fact Sheet” 
(White House Press Office, September - October 
2008), in 2008, bilateral trade, foreign direct 
investment, and people-to-people ties are at an all-
time high. Trade almost doubled in the last three 
years, the stock of Indian foreign direct 
investment in the United States reached nearly $3 

billion in 2007, and USA investment in India now 
exceeds $13.6 billion.  Citizens of both countries 
travel back and forth in record numbers. More 
than 99% of high-tech trade between the two 
countries is now unhindered by export licenses.   
 
The level of trade is expected to grow even more.  
A civil nuclear trade agreement was signed in 
October 2008 and parallels a similar “123 
Agreement” signed with Russia earlier the same 
year. The new trade agreement is expected to be 
“transformative.” New growth may include the 
energy, environmental technology, nuclear 
technology, expertise (e.g., waste handling) or 
specialized materials, manufacturing equipment 
investment, and various service sectors including 
environmental management and recycling.    
 
In terms of educational cooperation, the USA-
India Higher Education Council has begun to 
facilitate dialogue between institutions and 
corporate sectors, with a goal of encouraging 
cooperative research, teaching, and professional 
development.  
 
 

 
Section II:  Background Information 

Important data include the following:  

Demographics: 
1. The South Asian portion of the Bellevue 

population is its fastest growing segment. 
In particular, there are more than 5,461 
Asia-Indians (2006 ACS) in Bellevue.  
That is 12% of a statewide population of 
approximately 45,000 and 20% of the 
King County population group. (Note: 
unofficial 2008 estimates are for a 15% 
concentration in Bellevue.)  The Bellevue 
Asia-Indian population was only 620 in 
the 2000 census, before the recent, rapid 
growth. As the technology industry in this 
area continues to grow, this segment of 
the population may continue to expand.  
In Silicon Valley, the population of Asia-
Indians is larger (approximately 500,000); 
the economy in the Bellevue area is 
similar but the period of in migration has 
perhaps not been as long.  

2. Microsoft’s employment increased from 
33,000 in 1999 to 91,000 world-wide in 
2008. About 35% is employed locally.    
This does not include the high number of 
spin-offs (e.g., Expedia Inc) or new start 
ups by former Microsoft employees 
which are also located in or near Bellevue.  
More than 30% of the company’s global 
workforce is Asia-Indian. 

Economic Data: 
3. State trade analyses indicate that export 

activity of agricultural and manufactured 
products to India is 40% aerospace, 40% 
food products, and 10% other.  Plastics 
decreased by 50% and wood, iron and 
other resource materials declined by 80% 
since 2005. Furniture exports are small 
but have doubled since 2005. Professional 
services to India are not tracked, but 
about one-half of total out-of-state export 
activity is in professional services.  
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4. Behind China, India is the 2nd fastest 
growing economy.   

5. According to the State of Washington, 10 
India firms headquarter USA operations 
in the Bellevue-Eastside area.  Migration 
of engineering and technology talent to 
this area is strong. 

6. EnterpriseSeattle and Washington State 
University have begun an examination of 
the fashion industry cluster.  Bellevue 
businesses with ties to India and China 
will likely be featured in the findings.   

7. The Boeing Company maintains a large 
aerospace market share in India. In air 
passenger miles, India’s rate of growth is 
higher than even China’s.  

8. Investment management and other 
financial and professional services for 
wealthy India corporations and family 
enterprises would be helped by having a 
USA base of operations.  Besides Silicon 
Valley/SF Bay Area and New York City, 
Bellevue could be successful location for 
that type of business growth, because of 
the presence of software and other 
technology-related groups of businesses.  
Bellevue is already a small but significant 
location of wealth management services 
for individuals from Russia, Japan, Korea, 
and China. The Bellevue-Eastside are is 
the location of more than 20 investment 
fund and venture capital firms.  

Government Resources: 
9. In 2008, the State of Washington Export-

Impact Bank doubled its loan program 
capacity to support trade with India.  

10. The State of Washington Department of 
Community, Trade, and Economic 
Development (CTED) in September 2008 
established a trade office in New Delhi.     

11. In September 2008, India announced that 
it will open a new General Consulate 
office in the Puget Sound area (either 
Seattle or Bellevue).  Currently, the closest 
General Consulate office is San Francisco.  
Although the Puget Sound region is well-
served by the Consulate in San Francisco, 
the location of a new Consulate here 

would likely attract new businesses and 
play a significant role in facilitating import 
and export trade growth.  Bellevue would 
be a central and accessible location for the 
General Consulate, because of proximity 
to its client population and major 
businesses like Microsoft, as well as the 
positive attributes of traffic, parking, low 
crime rates, and high quality schools.  

12. Congressman McDermott has cultivated 
diplomatic ties to India since 1989.  His 
office would potentially be a resource of 
ideas and encouragement.   

13. The Trade Development Alliance put into 
place a successful vision trip to India for 
regional business leaders in 2007. 

Other Relationships: 
14. The Federation of India Americans (FIA) 

held its bi-annual national conference in 
Seattle November 21-23, 2008, which was 
attended by numerous business, 
government and other leaders from our 
region, the USA, and India.  A regional 
FIA conference may be considered for 
2009. The City of Bellevue has offered 
City Hall as free space and help to 
promote the event.  

15. In mid-2008 a concept was provided by  
FIA leadership in the community for 
creation of a memorial statue of Gandhi 
to be placed in our area. The City of 
Bellevue and Trade Development 
Alliance facilitated conversations with the 
King County Library System that resulted 
in a site being offered at the Bellevue 
Regional Library, which is attractive, 
peaceful, visible, and adjacent to the 
library that attracts more visitors and 
patrons than any other in the county-wide 
public library system.  

16. Philanthropic donations from the Puget 
Sound area to South Asia are high.  For 
example, people of this region provided 
donations and support to Tsunami-
stricken countries. Relationships of 
medical professionals, services, and 
donations continue today.  In addition, 
the Gates Foundation has made India a 
priority in terms of health care issues.  
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Section III:  Menu of Ideas  

The following ideas are a draft menu of possible 
roles for local government working in partnership 
with the community, regional and local business 
leadership, regional agencies, and other cities in 
this region. This is only meant as a starting point 
for discussion or what could eventually become a 
regional strategy. Not all of these ideas are for the 
City of Bellevue to implement. In the future, 
Bellevue could perhaps undertake some pieces of 
what is listed, while providing encouragement and 
the leadership of ideas on other pieces. Possibly 
only a few of the ideas listed here will become a 
reality.  Possibly the list will grow as new ideas are 
identified by others.  
 
According to Bill Stafford, Executive Director of 
the Trade Development Alliance, it is a 
development strategy with “concentric circles of 
impact.”  The center of this strategy is the local 
Asia-India population and businesses that employ 
them.  Their leadership, ideas, and resources will 
be key forces in turning ideas into reality.  

Government-to-Government Cooperation: 
1. Facilitate General Consulate site location 

needs.  Welcome staff to the community. 
2. Provide and help disseminate trade data, 

economic data, and information about 
regulations and trade policies. 

3. Provide introductions to key government 
leaders when needed. 

4. Work together to improve understanding 
of visa issues, travel and trade.    

Culture, Arts, and Education: 
5. Facilitate placement of possible Gandhi 

memorial in downtown Bellevue.  
6. Obtain reading materials and programs 

on the history and culture of South Asia. 
7. Promote an International Cricket 

exhibition.  Explore other regional tie ins, 
such as with the Seattle Mariners.  

8. Explore ideas for a small Mogul Garden 
Plaza in downtown Bellevue through 
private donations and/or the creation of 
“healing garden” with India specimen 
plants on the grounds of a local hospital.  

9. Offer musical and dance performances at 
Meydenbauer Center or other venues.  

10. Work with the Bellevue Youth Theater on 
ideas for culturally-appropriate programs.  

11. “Bite of India” food festival.  

12. Bollywood film festival, or incorporation 
of additional South Asian films in other 
local film festivals (e.g., SIFF, One Real).  

13. Facilitate cooperation between the Seattle 
Art Museum and Bellevue Art Museum 
for India crafts, books, and other art.  

14. Assist the Seattle Zoo in their efforts to 
establish an India Rhino Exhibit.  

15. Seek to establish an South Asia section of 
the Seattle Arboretum or add sculpture at 
Bellevue’s International Park.  

16. Incorporate more South Asia crafts and 
art in the annual Bellevue Art Fair.  

Business Networking and Civic Engagement: 
17. Offer City Hall as a place for business 

networking events and receptions.  
18. Facilitate sharing of information via local 

business organizations (e.g., the Bellevue 
Economic Partnership, Chamber of 
Commerce, and Downtown Association). 

Local Business and Trade Development: 
19. India or South Asia Fashion show (e.g., as 

part of Fashion Week at Bellevue Square) 
20. Research potential sister city relationships 

or similar trade cooperation agreements 
between cities in Puget Sound and India.  

21. Host a discussion series at Bellevue City 
Hall on various topics relevant to trade 
development, e.g., contracts, decision 
making and virtual communications in a 
multi-cultural setting, finance, technology, 
regulations, and philanthropy.  

22. Explore biotechnology, medical research, 
or similar opportunities.  

Investment and Business Recruitment: 
23. Participate in future trade development 

trips to India. Identify import and export 
opportunities and make connections for 
local businesses. 

24. Identify potential deals of local businesses 
with those in India, and the financial or 
legal services that could help them.  

25. Promote Bellevue-Eastside as a location 
for South Asian company headquarters.  

26. Identify regional businesses for FDI.  

Educational Exchange: 
27. Promote mutually-beneficial ties of higher 

education institutions.  Education opens 
doors to the world.  


