
CITY OF BELLEVUE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Summary Minutes of Regular Session 

 
 
 
 
July 7, 2008 Council Chamber 
8:00 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Degginger, Deputy Mayor Balducci and Councilmembers Bonincontri, 

Chelminiak, Lee, and Noble 
 
ABSENT: Councilmember Davidson 
 
1. Call to Order
  
The meeting was called to order at 8:05 p.m., with Mayor Degginger presiding.   
 
2. Roll Call, Flag Salute
   
Upon roll call, all Councilmembers except Dr. Davidson were present.  Councilmember 
Chelminiak led the flag salute. 
 
 (a) Introduction of City of Yao Board of Education Director Dr. Hamano 
 
Hugh Burleson, Bellevue Sister Cities Association President, introduced Dr. Hamano, Executive 
Director of the Board of Education in Yao, Japan, and two staff members from Osaka University.  
Councilmembers welcomed the visitors and presented a gift to Dr. Hamano. 
 
3. Communications:  Written and Oral
 
(a) Debi Lelinski spoke on behalf of the Surrey Downs East Link Committee and submitted 

the Committee’s comments in writing.  She thanked the Council for supporting the Light 
Rail Best Practices Committee, with which the Surrey Downs Committee has been 
working.  She encouraged the Council to adopt the Best Practices language during its 
August 4 meeting.  The Committee requests that the Council not support a light rail 
alignment along Bellevue Way, 112th Avenue SE, and/or Main Street.  The Committee 
recommends an alignment along the east side of Mercer Slough Nature Park and a hybrid 
alignment addition in the downtown.   

 
(b) David Velderman encouraged the Council to preserve the Eastgate Meadow (former 

Boeing property) as an open space.  He explained that many residents do not want the 
land to be developed into a sports and/or regional park.  He submitted his comments in 
writing. 
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4. Reports of Community Council, Boards and Commissions:  None. 
 
5. Report of the City Manager
 
 (a) Newport Hills and Lake Heights Neighborhood Identity Project 
 
City Manager Steve Sarkozy opened staff’s presentation regarding the Newport Hills and Lake 
Heights neighborhood identity project. 
 
Cheryl Kuhn, Neighborhood Outreach Manager, explained that staff has worked with residents 
since they approached the City approximately six months ago about creating some neighborhood 
identity markers.  A steering committee was created, and three community meetings were held to 
identify appropriate locations and develop preliminary designs.  Two additional events on June 7 
and July 4 attracted hundreds of residents to provide feedback on the project.  Ms. Kuhn noted 
that this work resulted in a proposal to construct neighborhood identity treatments at six 
locations in Newport Hills and Lake Heights, as well as an associated art project at a seventh 
location.   
 
Emil King, Project Co-Manager, reviewed the locations and design concepts. 
 
Mayor Degginger noted he has heard positive feedback on this community building project.  Ms. 
Balducci and Ms. Bonincontri expressed support for similar projects in Bellevue to date, and for 
incorporating artwork into the projects.  Mr. Lee encouraged more neighborhood projects of this 
type. 
 
Responding to Mr. Degginger, Mr. King said staff is developing construction documents and 
would like to begin Phase 1 installation this fall. 
 
 (b)  Update on Storm-related Mud Slide 
 
Mr. Sarkozy asked staff to provide a briefing on last week’s thunderstorms and the impact on the 
Belvedere residential project on Cougar Mountain. 
 
Mike Brennan, Director of Development Services, explained that South Bellevue received a half 
inch of rain in less than an hour during the rainstorms that affected the area beginning on 
Wednesday evening and continuing through Thursday morning.  As a result, the soil became 
saturated and caused a significant amount of runoff from the Belvedere Plat project.  This 
overwhelmed the drainage system and temporary erosion control measures, resulting in a mud 
slide onto the roadway and through the Cougar Ridge East neighborhood.  The mud slide 
damaged landscaping, lawns, and the storm drainage system.  City staff responded to the incident 
to assist in clean-up, shut down the storm drainage system, assess damage, and to continue to 
monitor the site throughout the weekend.   
 
Mr. Brennan said the contractor acted quickly to mobilize a significant work force, including 
major equipment, to initiate the clean-up efforts, despite the 4th of July holiday on Friday.  Staff 
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recommends against disturbing the wetlands affected by the mud slide in favor of allowing them 
to recover naturally. 
 
Mr. Brennan explained that the developer obtained appropriate permits for the plat project and 
has a certified erosion control contractor on site as required under the permits.  City staff is 
working with the developer, contractor, and engineers to review the erosion control measures in 
place for the project. 
 
6. Council Business and New Initiatives
 
[Council Business was reported during the earlier Study Session.] 
 
7. Approval of the Agenda
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to approve the agenda,  and Councilmember Lee 

seconded the motion. 
 
→ The motion to approve the agenda carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
8. Consent Calendar 
 
Councilmember Chelminiak requested pulling the June 2 Study Session minutes pending the 
verification of specific comments. 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to approve the Consent Calendar, amended to exclude the 

June 2 Study Session minutes under Agenda Item 8(a).  Councilmember Chelminiak 
seconded the motion.   

 
→ The motion to approve the Consent Calendar, as amended, carried by a vote of 6-0, and 

the following items were approved: 
 
 (a) Minutes of June 2, 2008 Regular Session 
 
 (b) Ordinance No. 5821 amending the Bellevue City Code to create the Development 

Services Department and revise the duties of the Planning and Community 
Development Department and to amend department references resulting from the 
revision of duties; and establishing an effective date. 

 
  Ordinance No. 5822 amending the Bellevue City Code to create the Civic 

Services Department; adding new Chapter 3.36 to the Code; amending Section 
3.39.010 of the Code; and establishing an effective date. 

 
 (c) Motion to approve payment of claims for the period June 14, 2008 through July 3, 

2008, and payroll for the period June 1, 2008 through June 15, 2008. 
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 (d) Ordinance No. 5823 authorizing execution of a grant contract with the 
Washington State Military Department to accept grant funds for emergency 
management purposes and authorizing the expenditure of the grant funds.   

 
 (e) Resolution No. 7762 authorizing the 401(a) Plan Administrator or its designee to 

execute the Second and Third Amendments to the Bellevue 401(a) Great-West 
Money Purchase Pension Plan for State and Local Governmental Employers 
(Money Purchase Plan), to keep the Money Purchase Plan consistent with the 
Internal Revenue Code. 

 
 (f) Motion to award Bid No. 8153, Safety Flashing Beacons, to Prime Electric, Inc., 

in the amount of $65,650.00, as low bidder to install flashing beacons at three 
separate locations on Highland Drive at 137th Place SE, in the median at the 
crosswalk on Main Street east of 140th Avenue and in the median at the crosswalk 
on Main Street at 145th Place NE. [CIP Plan No. PW-M-2] 

 
 (g) Motion to award Bid No. 8082 for the 2008 Asphalt and Concrete Replacement 

Project to Northwest Asphalt Inc., in the amount of $733,582.55, as low bidder. 
 
 (h) Resolution No. 7763 authorizing execution of the Membership Audit Acceptance 

Agreement between Cascade Water Alliance and the City. 
 
 (i) Resolution No. 7764 authorizing execution of Amendment #4 to the Professional 

Services Agreement for engineering services with CH2MHill, Inc., in an amount 
not to exceed $93,482.96, for additional SEPA work related to implementation of 
the Bel-Red Corridor vision. 

 
Item postponed: 
 
 (a) Minutes of June 2, 2008 Study Session 
 
9. Public Hearings:  None. 
 
10. Land Use:  None. 
 
11. Other Ordinances, Resolutions and Motions
 
 (a) Motion to adopt the Electric Service Reliability Interest Statement 
  [Discussed with the Council on May 12 and June 9, 2008.] 
 
Mr. Sarkozy noted the Electric Service Reliability Interest Statement provided in the meeting 
packet for Council approval.   
 
Councilmember Lee feels that the undergrounding of utilities would enhance the reliability of the 
electric service system. 
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Mayor Degginger noted that the interest statement is intended to provide a general sense of 
Council’s position rather than to suggest specific strategies. 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to approve the Electric Service Reliability Interest 

Statement, and Councilmember Lee seconded the motion. 
 
Councilmember Bonincontri indicated she would not participate in the vote given her 
employment with Puget Sound Energy. 
 
→ The motion to approve the Electric Service Reliability Interest Statement carried by a 

vote of 5-0, with Councilmember Bonincontri recused. 
 
Mayor Degginger thanked staff for their work on this issue. 
 
12. Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
13. Continued Oral Communications:  None. 
  
14. New Business:  None. 
 
15. Executive Session
 
At approximately 8:37 p.m., Mayor Degginger declared recess to Executive Session for 
approximately 20 minutes to discuss one personnel/labor relations matter.  He noted that the 
meeting would adjourn upon conclusion of the Executive Session. 
 
16. Adjournment
 
At 9:20 p.m., Mayor Degginger declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
Myrna L. Basich 
City Clerk 
 
/kaw 
 

  


