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	GOAL 1: Organizations and Artists 
Strengthen Bellevue’s arts and cultural organizations and opportunities for artists, both professional and avocational.



	GOAL 2: Cultural Economic and Business Development
 Employ Bellevue’s arts and cultural assets to further the City’s economic development priorities.



	GOAL 3: Cultural Diversity
Promote the arts and cultural traditions of Bellevue’s increasingly diverse population to distinguish and enrich civic life. 



	GOAL 4: Cultural Education
Foster a unique, learning-oriented cultural environment in Bellevue for people of all ages.



	GOAL 5: Cultural Facilities
Develop a mix of flexibly designed, quality visual and performing arts spaces to serve Bellevue and Eastside organizations, artists, and residents.
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The Cultural Compass includes eight goals.  These five relate directly to the work of artists, arts organizations and arts presenters working in Bellevue.  In your application, please include a few words on how your proposal will help us address one or more of these goals.
























2015 BEL-RED CHALLENGE

In 2010 City Council identified an arts district in the Bel-Red area as part of a larger initiative to rezone Bel Red to accommodate more residential and office use as well as light rail.  It will take years for the capital projects to be built and for the area to visibly change.  The arts, however, don’t have to wait.

[image: ]Many artists, art schools and arts-oriented businesses already operate in Bel Red.  A group has formed to discuss common concerns and challenges as wells as ways to collaborate to raise the profile of the Arts District.    https://www.facebook.com/Bel.Red.Arts.District 

The Arts Commission invites all artists to start creating the district today by proposing art projects for anywhere in the Bel-Red area, especially in collaboration with artists and arts groups already located in Bel-Red.  
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The Bel Red area is between 120th Ave. NE and 156th Ave. NE.  It extends from Highway 520, south to Bel Red Road. The dotted lines are a rough outline of the area.









[image: ]Here is a map that shows the location of Bel Red and its size compared to Bellevue’s Downtown.


Artists will be responsible for getting needed permissions to use their proposed sites.  Up to 50% of funds available in Special Projects will be prioritized for projects meeting program criteria and occurring in the Bel-Red area.  

Extensive information about Bel-Red can be found at http://www.bellevuewa.gov/bel-red_intro.htm 

As always, applicants are strongly encouraged to contact arts program staff at 425-452-4105 to discuss their applications.


Continuing the dialog
	
We are planning for the future.

The Arts Commission is continuing a limited update of our City’s cultural plan called “The Cultural Compass.”  The Commission chose 4 of the plan’s 8 goals to examine.

 1. Strengthen Bellevue’s arts and cultural organizations and opportunities for artists, both vocational and professional. 

3. Promote the arts and cultural traditions of Bellevue’s increasing diverse population to distinguish and enrich civic life.

5. Develop a mix of flexibly designed, quality visual and performing arts spaces to serve Bellevue and Eastside organizations, artists, and residents.

6. Strengthen and expand Bellevue’s Public Art Program.

During this year we will invite you to participate in helping us look forward to the next ten years to plan how the City can best support your efforts in the community, and to mature as the cultural hub of the Eastside.


For immigrant and/or culturally diverse artists:

An important part of the update is the Cultural Demographic Survey, a special outreach effort to immigrant artists and artists of color living and/or working in Bellevue.  Through online surveys, focus groups and interviews, we have met many of these artists and have learned from them.  If you are an immigrant artist or an artist of color, living and/or working in Bellevue, and you haven’t participated yet, please contact us.  We look forward to meeting you, learning about your work, and discovering ways of helping you be successful in Bellevue.  
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Bellevue City Council
Claudia Balducci, Mayor*
Kevin Wallace, Deputy Mayor
John Chelminiak
Conrad Lee
Jennifer Robertson
Lynne Robinson
John Stokes

*Council Liaison to Arts Commission


Bellevue Arts Commission

Trudi Jackson, Chair
Rebecca Lewis**
Paul Manfredi, Vice Chair**
Hugo Ludeña 
Vikram Madan
Philip Malkin**
Carl Wolfteich

**Allocations Committee

Bellevue’s Arts Program:  Encouraging and supporting the arts as a vital part of community life
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The City of Bellevue Arts Program is supported in part by funding from the 4Culture Sustained Support Program via the King County Lodging Tax.
Bellevue Arts Program Special Projects 2015
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