2011 Holiday Season
Updated December 2, 2011

· City of Bellevue Firefighter Toy Drive
· Hopelink Holiday Gift Room 
· Jubilee Elves
· Teen Feed—Homeless Youths
· Bellevue Lifespring Adopt a family
· Bellevue Lifespring Holiday Help Programs
· Faith In Action 4 Seniors
· Salvation Army Eastside Corps
· Kids Care Coat Drive Needs Your Support
· Eastside Baby Corner Winter Clothing Drive
· Children’s Response Center Adopt-A-Family 
· YES Adopt a Family
· Provide Christmas for Children of Incarcerated Parents
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Fire stations launch toy and food drive 

With the launch of the city’s annual toy drive, residents are invited to donate toys and non-perishable food for needy Bellevue families. Goods can be dropped off at any of the city’s nine fire stations.

New, unwrapped toys received will be accepted and distributed to Bellevue families in need. The food will be given to local food banks.

The toy and food drive is a joint effort of the Fire and Parks & Community Services departments. Residents can drop off toys and food at any of the following fire stations:

Station One - 766 Bellevue Way SE (Downtown/West Bellevue)
Station Two - 2802 148th Ave. SE (Eastgate/Lake Hills/W. Lake Sammamish)
Station Three - 16100 NE Eighth St. (Crossroads/Northeast Bellevue)
Station Four - 4216 Factoria Blvd. SE (Factoria/Somerset)
Station Five - 9621 NE 24th St. (Northwest Bellevue)
Station Six- 1850 132nd Ave. NE (Bridle Trails/Wilburton)
Station Seven - 11900 SE Eighth St. (Wilburton/Woodridge)
Station Eight - 5701 Lakemont Blvd. SE (Eastgate/Cougar Mountain)
Station Nine - 12412 SE 69th Way (Newport) 




Hopelink Holiday Gift Room 

We are having our annual Holiday Gift Room December 19-22 at our Hopelink service centers. The specific dates for the Bellevue center are December 20th and 21st. 

At our Holiday Gift Room parents arrive at their scheduled appointment time slot and are paired with a volunteer to help them "shop" for gifts they believe their children would want. We also transform a room in our building from a meeting space to our Gift Room. We may need help with that process as well. 

To volunteer for our Holiday Gift Room, please contact the Center Manager, Dave Bowlan, at 425-943-7558 or via email at dbowlan@hope-link.org.  



JUBILEE ELVES CHRISTMAS GIFTS
How you can help – Jubilee REACH will facilitate Christmas gifts to select families being served by Caring PEERs.  By walking beside these families year-round, we deepen relationships, gain their trust, and witness God’s work in their lives.  Volunteers are needed on the planning team and many more to buy, wrap and distribute gifts.  Jubilee Elves gift wrapping party will be December 10th and gift distribution on the 17th.  Contact Tom Brewer tomb@jubileereach.org  


[bookmark: TeenFeed]Teen Feed Sponsoring Holiday Giving Opportunities to Help Homeless Youth

The holidays are just around the corner! As we do each year, the agencies of the University District Service Providers Alliance (UDSPA) are coming together to hold our annual Holiday Party for the youth we work with.  Our youth look forward to this party each year and for many, this is the closest thing to a family holiday celebration they will have.  We’re excited to make this happen again and we need your help to do it!  

Last year the holiday party hosted over 150 homeless and at-risk young people.  There is music, decorations, food and a gift for each and every person that shows up.  We need the support of committed individuals and groups to make this happen. If your place of worship, workplace or civic group hosts a giving tree or holiday donation drive, please consider including UDSPA among the groups you give to. Listed below are some of the commonly requested items that young people want and need. All gifts should be new and $40 or less. Any items that do not get used at the Holiday Party will be distributed among member agencies who will use them to meet youth needs throughout the year.

We also need people to volunteer to adopt individual guest wishes—aka Secret Santas!  If are interested, please contact us by emailing the 2011 Secret Santa coordinator at secretsanta@teenfeed.org.  We ask that all gifts be unwrapped and dropped off by December 9th. Please contact Alexis/Katelyn at Teen Feed to schedule drop off times for secret santas/gifts.  T: 2062290813

GIFT IDEAS
Gift cards (eg. Fred Meyer, Best Buy, Good Will), Sleeping bags, Backpacks, Hooded sweatshirts (L to XXXL, dark colors), New socks, Gloves, hats, scarves, Batteries – AA, AAA
Battery operated travel alarm clocks, Travel-sized sewing kits, Journals and notebooks, Disposable hand warmers, New underwear and boxers (men’s & women’s), Flashlights, Work boots, Packets of bus tokens, Discmen / headphones, African-American hair products, Travel-sized toiletries, Combs and brushes, First aid supplies, Dried dog and cat food



[bookmark: BellevueLifeSpring]As Bellevue LifeSpring, formerly Overlake Service League, begins its “Adopt-a-Family” Holiday Program for the 2011 year we would like to extend an invitation to you to be a part of the initial phase.
 
We are beginning the sponsor recruitment process and would like to see if you are available to volunteer for this process. 
 
The task is simple but vital and consists of placing 10-15 “Potential Sponsor” calls to invite past sponsors, to participate again, in our “Adopt-a-Family” program this year. 
 
You will be provided with a “Potential Sponsors” spreadsheet, a phone script, a sample email and additional pertinent information about the program (deadlines, food items list, price ranges, etc.).
 
Our goal is to have 20-25 volunteers participate in this wonderful process.  
  
E-mail  info@bellevuelifespring.org or call the office at 425-451-1175 to sign up if you can help. 
 
Thank you for your commitment and time.
 
Let’s make it a great holiday season! 
 
Regards,
Juan Arroyo
Social Service Programs Assistant
Bellevue LifeSpring (formerly Overlake Service League)
425-451-1175
www.BellevueLifeSpring.org


[bookmark: BellevueLifeSpringholiday]Bellevue LifeSpring  Help & Hope for the Holidays
 
Each year, Bellevue LifeSpring (formerly Overlake Service League) aims to reduce the stress of the holidays for low-income families by matching them with sponsors who provide meals, gifts and basic needs items. Last year, Bellevue LifeSpring and generous members of the community provided over 200 families (including over 500 children) with the gift of help and hope for the holidays.  

How You Can Help
Sponsor a family in need with your relatives, friends, coworkers or community group.
 
Volunteer to help at the Christmas distributions.
 
Donate grocery store gift cards or gifts at the Bellevue LifeSpring office or holiday giving trees at Bellevue Square, Lexus of Bellevue, Pearl Bar & Dining, Westin Bellevue and Z'Tejas Southwestern Grill.
 
Donate directly to our holiday programs online.

Join Bellevue LifeSpring in helping this family and others. Contact the Bellevue LifeSpring office at 425.451.1175 or info@bellevuelifespring.org for more information.


[bookmark: FaithInAction]Faith In Action 4 Seniors

Christmas decorating project—set up a tree, string lights, etc. for a home-bound senior. Volunteers absolutely MUST return after Xmas is over to take them all down, too. 
 
Other, ongoing needs include yard work and housework projects for  small groups,  perfect for a men's or women's ministry, team from your office, or small youth group. These groups are small, 2 to 8 people especially since they may be indoors.
 
Faith in Actions also has an urgent need for gas cards. A $25 card will buy two round trips to cancer treatment or to the kidney center for a senior with a chronic health condition or life-threatening illness, or a trip for a rural senior for routine health care exam. The gift of transportation may mean the gift of life. 

 Contact Claire at claire@faithinaction4seniors.org



[bookmark: SalvationArmy]The Salvation Army Eastside Corps Needs Volunteers for the Holiday Season and Beyond

We are looking for donors and volunteers to help with our Thanksgiving and Christmas assistance programs.  
ADOPT A FAMILY
HOST A GIVING TREE
HOLD A TOY OR FOOD DRIVE
SORT & DISTRIBUTE TOYS
RING BELLS AND RAISE MONEY
 
We anticipate serving over 2500 people through our Thanksgiving and Christmas programs and need your help! 

CONTACT NARGIZ TO DONATE OR VOLUNTEER nargiz.matveyev@usw.salvationarmy.org        
425-452-7300, EXT 205



[bookmark: coat] Kids Care Coat Drive Needs Your Support

With predictions for an especially cold, wet winter and a lingering chilly economic forecast, the Bellevue High School Fashion Club is partnering with Bellevue Youth Link and Factoria Security Self Storage to collect new and gently used coats to keep residents in need warm this winter. 

For information about coat donations and drop off locations, contact Patrick Alina at 425-452-5254 or visit Youth Link. For information about coat distribution, contact Vicki Drake, Community Services Supervisor at vdrake@bellevuewa.gov or 425-452-4874.
Bellevue Youth Link is a partnership of the City of Bellevue and Bellevue Public Schools. 


[bookmark: EBC]Eastside Baby Corner, in Issaquah, WA

Community Drives: Host a winter collection for children's items (up to age 12) such as winter coats, shoes, pants, gloves and scarves. All items should be new or gently used, and items collected will be distributed to children in need in the local community. 

For more information, please visit www.babycorner.org or contact Mia Reyes at miar@babycorner.org, 425-865-0234 ext 709.
[bookmark: CRCAdoptAFamily]


[bookmark: CRCAdoptAFamily2]Children’s Response Center Adopt-A-Family: Holiday Giving Program  
The Children’s Response Center in Bellevue serves children in North and East King County under the age of 18 who have experienced abuse, trauma or child crimes. We are looking for generous assistance from the community to provide holiday gifts, food and goodwill for low-income families served by the Center. If you would like to adopt a family, please email Sally Martinez, Community Affairs Coordinator, at sallym2@u.washington.edu. Or call at (425) 467-3390. For more information about our organization visit www.childrensresponsecenter.org


[bookmark: YMCA]YMCA PROGRAMS

The Giving Tree
Since 1995, the members and staff of the Coal Creek Family YMCA-Lake Heights Center have sponsored a  community service project called “The Giving Tree”. We collect wish lists from families who otherwise may not have much hope of receiving gifts for the holidays. A tree located in the XYZ will display ornaments with a variety of donation items listed.

How you can help
Select an ornament tag(s) from The Giving Tree to be donated. Keep the attached ornament tag to be returned with the gift to the Lake Heights Center or Coal Creek Family YMCA no later than Thursday, December 15. Gifts do not need to be wrapped.
 Help us collect wrapping supplies such as paper, tape, bows and ribbons.
 Donate a gift card.
 

VICKY HINDS
 425.282.1520
vhinds@seattleymca.org 
 
[bookmark: YES]

Youth Eastside Services Adopt-A-Family Program.
Last year, sponsor generosity brought an unforgettable holiday season to 126 families who are among our community’s most disadvantaged residents.   We hope that you will help us spread holiday cheer to local families in need, by participating in YES’ holiday giving program.  
In efforts to maximize YES’ holiday giving program, we have created three unique giving opportunities:
Adopt-A-Family
Sponsors provide holiday gifts to local low-income youth.  Sponsors commit to purchasing a minimum of two gifts for each child (one item of clothing and one toy) and a household gift for the family.  Based on the size of family(ies) you choose to adopt, YES provides each sponsor with a family “wish list” containing names, gender, clothing sizes, needs, and hobbies of each child.  Sponsors are required to label and deliver new, unwrapped gifts to YES, between December 8th and December 13th.
Due to limited space and staff time, YES is no longer asking sponsors to adopt parents or provide basic necessity items. Instead, each family is given the opportunity to request one household item.
Gift Card Drive
Purchase a gift card for groceries and/or household items.  Gift cards from variety stores are preferred (i.e. Fred Meyer, Wal-Mart, Target).  
Gift of Hope, Fund-A-Program
Give a monetary donation to the Eastside Healthy Start Emergency fund, Therapeutic Summer Camp, or Uncompensated Care Fund.  With a gift to one of these programs, you will help YES’ support to the community beyond the holiday season.
To participate in the YES’ Holiday Giving program, please contact Jill at jillp@youtheastsideservices.org. 
We encourage you to visit our website at www.youtheastsideservices.org to learn about the important work YES does for the youth and families in our community throughout the year.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jill at (425) 586-2307 or jillp@youtheastsideservices.org.  
Thank you in advance for your support!
Jill Potter
Holiday Giving Coordinator


[bookmark: PostPrison]You Can Make a Difference this Holiday Season to Kids with Incarcerated Parents

How rough would the holidays be for a kid if their parent could not be there? And how much rougher when it’s because they’re in prison?  You can help make a difference this season for at-risk children and for children of incarcerated parents by donating to or volunteering with the Post Prison Education Program.

CELEBRATE KIDS
Providing a holiday celebration for the kids of incarcerated parents
December 10th, from 11am-4:30PM
Rainier Beach High School

Activities will include a carnival room, bouncy house, treasure hunt, balloon art room, cupcake art, haircuts and braiding, movie room, sweet shop, building a boat room and greeting card tables. Our mission is simply…to provide a holiday celebration for these families.

Pre-registration is required to ensure all children present are served.

To Volunteer: LetsCelebrateKids@gmail.com

To Make a Donation: Post-Prison Education Program-Celebrate Kids!
                                      PO Box 12757,
                                      Seattle, WA 98111

Donations of Toys can be dropped off at:
Post Prison Education Program 
801 Third Avenue , Suite 180 
Seattle, WA 98104 


The Post-Prison Education Program provides prisoners and former prisoners with assistance post prison in the form of tuition, housing, and support to decrease recidivism rates. Post Prison Education Program is a 501c3 non-profit. Donations are tax deductible.
 
Contact Information:
Founder: Vance Bartley
Phone: 206 257 5387
http://postprisonedu.org (Go to “about Us’ and click under “Children of the incarcerated”)



