HOLIDAY GIVING  

Bellevue Firefighters Annual Toy and Food Drive 

The Bellevue Fire Department is hosting its annual food and toy drive Nov. 1 through Dec. 24. Donations will be accepted at all Bellevue fire stations.

New, unwrapped toys collected for infants, youth and teens will be distributed at the Youth Holiday Party on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 4:30-7 p.m. at Crossroads Community Center. Donations will continue to be accepted until Dec. 24. Non-perishable food collected will provide support during the holidays to Hopelink food bank in Bellevue.

Requested donations include new, unwrapped toys for infants, youth and teens, including books, games, sports equipment, arts and crafts kits, cars and trucks, and dolls. Ideas for infants include age appropriate plush animals, toys and gift cards for parents to purchase needed items. Ideas for teens include gift certificates for clothing, restaurants, malls and music stores.

  

The greatest needs for nonperishable food include: canned meals, canned meat, cereal, dry beans, fruit (canned or fresh), pasta, peanut butter, rice, soup, tomato products and vegetables (canned or fresh). Donation sites are:


Fire Station One – 766 Bellevue Way SE (Downtown/West Bellevue)
Fire Station Two – 2802 148th Ave. SE (Eastgate/Lake Hills/W. Lake Sammamish)
Fire Station Three – 16100 NE Eighth St. (Crossroads/Northeast Bellevue)
Fire Station Four – 4216 Factoria Blvd. SE (Factoria/Somerset)
Fire Station Five – 9621 NE 24th St. (Northwest Bellevue)
Fire Station Six – 1850 132nd Ave NE (Bridle Trails/Spring District)
Fire Station Seven – 11900 SE Eigth St. (Wilburton/Woodridge)
Fire Station Eight – 5701 Lakemont Blvd. SE (Eastgate/Cougar Mountain)
Fire Station Nine – 12412 SE 69th Way (Newport)

Bellevue LifeSpring Holiday Adopt-A-Family™ program needs volunteers to coordinate the program & recruit sponsors for Christmas. E-mail  help@BellevueLifeSpring.org or call the office at 425-451-1175.  

Bellevue LifeSpring  Holiday Adopt-A-Family™ Program:  Sponsor a family in need with your relatives, friends, coworkers or community group.  Volunteers are needed on December 17th for the Christmas distribution.  Donate grocery store gift cards, nonperishable food or gifts at the Bellevue LifeSpring office or holiday giving trees at Bellevue Square, Lexus of Bellevue, One Lincoln Tower and Factoria Mall.  Donate directly to our holiday programs at www.BellevueLifeSpring.org. Contact the Bellevue LifeSpring office at 425-451-1175 or help@BellevueLifeSpring.org for more information.

Children’s Response Center Adopt-A-Family: We are looking for generous assistance from the community to provide holiday gifts, food and goodwill for low-income families served by the Center. If you would like to adopt a family, please email Sally Martinez, Community Affairs Coordinator, at sallym2@u.washington.edu. Or call at (425) 467-3390. For more information about our organization visit www.childrensresponsecenter.org
Chinook Middle School Food Drive

Chinook Middle School Students are on a mission!

They have voted to challenge themselves to DOUBLE their donation to Northwest Harvest this year and need your help. 

Bring non-perishable donations to:

Chinook Middle School Main Office 

11650 Se 60th St, Bellevue

Drop off times: Monday through Friday, December 2-18 from 8 am – 3 pm

Contact: Wendy Powell (powellw@bsd405.org, 425-456-6345)

Sponsored by Chinook Middle School National Junior Honor Society 

If the school meets their goal, the Assistant Principal, Mr. Moe, will shave 1/3 of his head during each of the 3 lunches!

Eastside Baby Corner
Community Drives: Host a winter collection for children's items (up to age 12) such as winter coats, shoes, pants, gloves and scarves. All items should be new or gently used, and items collected will be distributed to children in need in the local community. For more information, please visit www.babycorner.org or contact Mia Reyes at miar@babycorner.org, 425-865-0234 ext 709.


Eastside Friends of Seniors: Set up a tree, string lights, etc. for a home-bound senior. Volunteers absolutely MUST return after Xmas is over to take them all down, too. 

 Donate: Eastside Friends of Seniors also has an urgent need for gas cards. A $25 card will buy two round trips to cancer treatment or to the kidney center for a senior with a chronic health condition or life-threatening illness, or a trip for a rural senior for routine health care exam. The gift of transportation may mean the gift of life.  Contact Claire at Claire@eastsidefriendsofseniors.org
Hopelink Holiday Gift Room: December 20, 21 and 23 at our Hopelink service centers. Parents are paired with a volunteer to help them "shop" for gifts for their children. To volunteer, please contact the Center Manager, Dave Bowlan, at 425-943-7558 or via email at dbowlan@hope-link.org.  Donations welcome.

Jubilee Elves: Volunteers are needed on the planning team and many more to buy, wrap and distribute gifts.  Jubilee Elves gift wrapping party will be December 10th and gift distribution on the 17th.  Contact 425.746.0506  

Kids Care Coat Drive:  For information about coat donations and drop off locations, contact Patrick Alina at 425-452-5254 or visit Youth Link. Bellevue Youth Link is a partnership of the City of Bellevue and Bellevue Public Schools.


Holiday Giving Tree Program and the UDSPA Holiday Party for Youth (TEEN FEED) 

THANK YOU for helping to create a warm holiday for homeless and street-involved young people. 


GIFT WISHES
To fulfill a holiday wish of a youth in need, please visit www.udspaholidaytree.org. Once you reserve a gift wish, they can be purchased and submitted by mail or brought to our donation drop-off locations. 

BASIC NEEDS ITEMS
You can also collect or purchase basic needs items for young people! For a list of basic needs items, click here. You can collect items from friends or family or make a purchase on Amazon.com, or a  local stores. Items can be mailed directly or brought to a donation drop-off location.

  

DONATE
Consider make a financial gift or an in-kind donation in support of the Holiday Party. Your contributions help to provide a delicious meal and a festive celebration and ensure there are gifts and basic needs items for every young person in need. Click here to donate today. Be sure to note “Holiday Party” in the gift designation field!

All Donations need to be received by December 12th! For more information and donation drop-off schedule, please click here. Should you need immediate assistance, please reach us at 206.522.4366. UDSPA Holiday Party: holidayparty@teenfeed.org

University District Service Providers Alliance (UDSPA)

The Salvation Army Eastside Corps Holiday Programs: We are looking for donors and volunteers to help with our Christmas assistance program.  Including: Adopt a Family, Host a Giving Tree, Hold a toy or food drive, sort and distribute toys, ring bells and raise money, donate warm clothing or sleeping bags/tents.  Contact  425-452-7300, EXT 205. Students can earn community service hours.
Youth Eastside Services Adopt-A-Family Program.

In efforts to maximize YES’ holiday giving program, we have created three unique giving opportunities:
· Adopt-A-Family Sponsor

· As a sponsor, you are matched with a YES individual client or family in need, committing to provide:
· $50 in gift certificates for each child (families will then shop for what they want/need)
· $50 gift certificate for family to purchase food or a needed household item
· Recommended gift cards are Fred Meyer/QFC, Safeway, Wal-Mart, Target or Toys-R-Us 
· You may specify one family or a number of families
· You may designate how many children there are in the family 
· If you can’t sponsor an entire family, you can provide a gift card that will be combined with others.
· Sponsors deliver gift cards in an envelope to YES in Bellevue by Wednesday, December 11. 

YES Bellevue is open 9 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. Monday – Thursday and 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Fridays.

· Healthy Start “Gift of Learning” toy drive.

· Provide one or more developmental learning toys for children ages 1-3. These will be given to families in our Healthy Start Program, which provides mentoring to young first-time moms.
· A list of toys that are especially helpful for developmental learning can be found online by clicking here.
· Gift of Hope, Fund-A-Program (eligible for your employer’s matching gifts program, if offered)

· Make a monetary donation to the Healthy Start Emergency fund (for teen parents and their young children), Therapeutic Summer Camp, Transportation Fund, or the Lifeline Uncompensated Care Fund. With a gift to one of these programs, you will help YES support the community beyond the holiday season.

Feel free to forward to others who might be interested in participating in this program. We would appreciate you letting us know if you have decided not to participate this year as well.

We encourage you to visit our website to learn about the important work YES does for the youth and families in our community throughout the year. If you have any questions, please contact BrookeW@youtheastsideservices.org or 425.586.2326.

Thank you in advance for your support!

Brooke Wiles

Fund Development Manager

Youth Eastside Services

999 164th Ave NE

Bellevue, WA 98008

www.YouthEastsideServices.org
Follow YES on Facebook
Teen Feed Holiday Giving Opportunities to Help Homeless Youth: Annual Holiday Party for at-risk youth - fulfill holiday gift wishes! To register, click here or reach us at holidayparty@teenfeed.org. Donations welcome! We ask that all gifts be unwrapped and dropped off by December 12th. Gifts can be mailed to Teen Feed (4740 B University Way NE, Seattle, 98105) or brought to donation drop-off locations. Reach Jason at 206.229.0813for a drop-off schedule.
 
GIFT IDEAS
$40 Gift cards (e.g. Fred Meyer, Best Buy, Good Will), Sleeping bags, Backpacks, Hooded sweatshirts (L to XXXL, dark colors), new socks, gloves, hats, scarves, batteries – AA, AAA, travel alarm clocks, travel-sized sewing kits, journals and notebooks, hand warmers, new underwear and boxers (men’s & women’s), flashlights, work boots, bus tickets, headphones, African-American hair products, travel-sized toiletries, combs and brushes, first aid supplies, dry dog and cat food.
YMCA PROGRAMS

Thanksgiving Food baskets

Help provide a wholesome, nutritious Thanksgiving meal for families in our programs and community! We will be accepting food contribution on November XX and XX at the Lake Heights Center. Once food is collected, it will be divided into decorative delivery boxes.

How you can help

· Bring food baskets on November 17 and 18 to the Lake Heights Center between 7:00 am-6:30 pm or the Coal Creek Family YMCA between 9:00-11:00 am  and 4:30-6:30 pm with the following items:

· Canned fruit or vegetables

· 1 sack of potatoes

· Stuffing mix

· Cranberries

· Non-perishable pie crust and/or pie filing

· Bisquick or dinner rolls

· Jam

· Help collect and decorate boxes for family pick up.

· Donate a grocery store gift card.

The Giving Tree

Since 1995, the members and staff of the Coal Creek Family YMCA-Lake Heights Center have sponsored a  community service project called “The Giving Tree”. We collect wish lists from families who otherwise may not have much hope of receiving gifts for the holidays. A tree located in the XYZ will display ornaments with a variety of donation items listed.

How you can help

· Select an ornament tag(s) from The Giving Tree to be donated. Keep the attached ornament tag to be returned with the gift to the Lake Heights Center or Coal Creek Family YMCA no later than Thursday, December 15. Gifts do not need to be wrapped.

·  Help us collect wrapping supplies such as paper, tape, bows and ribbons.

·  Donate a gift card.

 

Contact Tracie Draper, tdraper@seattleymca.org, 425-282-1500.

