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DATE: December 5, 2007 
  
TO: Transportation Commission 
  
FROM: Kevin McDonald AICP, Senior Transportation Planner,  452-4558 

Bellevue Transportation Department 
kmcdonald@ci.bellevue.wa.us

  
SUBJECT: Bel-Red Corridor Project  - Implementation 
 
At the December 13  meeting, I will review the staff recommendation for the outline of the 
proposed new Bel-Red Subarea Plan.  This document will contain the policies and projects to 
implement the Bel-Red Corridor vision. 

Bel-Red Corridor Project Implementation Schedule 
DATE TOPIC ACTION 

October 10 
Joint Boards and Commission meeting to review 
final recommendation and receive direction from 
Council. 

 
None requested 

October 11 
Overview charge to Transportation Commission. 
Review Comprehensive Plan components to be 
amended (work plan) 

 
Approve work plan 
Commission approved work plan 

October 25 

Review proposed changes: 
• Eastside Transportation Program 
• Bridle Trails, Bel-Red and Crossroads 

Transportation Facility Plan 

Review policies and projects and 
provide preliminary 
recommendation  

November 15 

Review proposed changes: 
• Eastside Transportation Program 
• Bridle Trails, Bel-Red and Crossroads 

Transportation Facility Plan 
• Bel-Red Corridor Project List 

Review policies and projects and 
provide preliminary 
recommendation  

December 13 
Review proposed Subarea Plan: 

• Bel-Red Corridor Subarea Plan outline 
format and policy topics 

Review plan outline and proposed 
policy topics and provide 
recommendation on modified 
and/or additional policy topics. 

January 10 
Review proposed changes: 

• Bel-Red Corridor Subarea Plan policies  
• Transportation Element policies 

Review policies and provide 
preliminary recommendation 

February 14 

Review proposed changes: 
• Eastside Transportation Program 
• Bridle Trails, Bel-Red and Crossroads 

Transportation Facility Plan 
• East Bellevue Transportation Plan 

Review projects and provide 
preliminary recommendation 

March 13   Overview of all recommended changes Wrap up recommendation to the 
Planning Commission 
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RECAP OF NOVEMBER 15 TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 

At the November 15  meeting, the Commission discussed the policies and projects contained in the 
Eastside Transportation Program and the Bridle Trails, Bel-Red and Crossroads Transportation 
Facility Plan – both of which are included in Volume 2 documents of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Staff has previously recommended consolidating all Bel-Red area transportation system projects – 
that are not those contained in the Bel-Red/Overlake Transportation Facility Plan - into one 
document, the East Bellevue Transportation Plan (in much the same way as projects from the 
Factoria Area Transportation Study (FATS) Update were added a few years ago).  More recently, when 
the Downtown Subarea Plan was amended following the Downtown Implementation Plan Update, the transportation 
system projects were included in the Subarea Plan.  Based on recent discussions with staff from the City’s Planning & 
Community Development Department and other departments, this is now intended to be the model for the new Bel-
Red Subarea Plan – the Plan will contain both policies and projects.  More on the structure and content of the Bel-
Red Subarea Plan later in this memo. 
 
The result of this recommended action would be the repeal of these two documents, first ensuring 
that any relevant policies are either addressed by or are moved to the Transportation Element or the 
Bel-Red Subarea Plan, and that relevant projects are moved to the East Bellevue Transportation 
Plan, or the Bel-Red Subarea Plan.   

 
At the October 25 and November 13 meetings staff sought preliminary direction from 
Transportation Commission on the repeal of the Eastside Transportation Partnership plan, and the 
Bridle Trails, Bel-Red, and Crossroads Transportation Facility Plan, ensuring that relevant projects 
are first moved to the appropriate comprehensive plan document.  Direction provided by the 
Transportation Commission will be reviewed and confirmed prior to making a recommendation to 
the Planning Commission in early 2008.   
 
The Commission has provided preliminary recommendation to repeal policies and projects that are 
clearly duplicative, outdated and/or accomplished.   
 
Absent the overall policy context that would be established by the Bel-Red Subarea Plan, it has been  
difficult for the Commission to make recommendations regarding some specific policies and 
projects.  Therefore, during the next couple meetings, staff will work with the Transportation 
Commission to review the scope and specific policy content for the Bel-Red Subarea Plan and the 
Transportation Element.  Several other city boards and commissions (Environmental Services 
Commission, Parks and Community Services Board, Arts Commission, and the Planning 
Commission) will be going through the same process in December and January.  Once that context 
is established, staff will again engage the Commission on the status of policies and projects in the 
Eastside Transportation Partnership plan and the Bridle Trails, Bel-Red, and Crossroads 
Transportation Facility Plan. 
 
EXISTING COMPREHENSIVE PLAN POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
Bellevue’s Comprehensive Plan is the policy document that guides the City’s future development 
and provision of capital facilities to serve and accommodate growth.  
 

 



Developed under the provisions of the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA), the 
Comprehensive Plan provides policy direction for a range of City actions, including the adoption of 
land use regulations, various City functional plans, and the long range planning for public 
infrastructure and services. The Bellevue Comprehensive Plan consists of two volumes:  

• Volume 1 contains the overall City vision, framework goals, and general elements such as 
Land Use and Transportation Elements that apply citywide.  

• Volume 2 contains 14 subarea plans, which include goals and policies for each subarea, plus 
several transportation facility plans (ie. Eastside Transportation Partnership).  

 
BEL-RED SUBAREA PLAN AMENDMENTS 
 
To capture the direction of the Bel-Red Corridor recommendations as developed and forwarded to 
the City Council by the project Steering Committee, a new Bel-Red Subarea Plan is being prepared 
which would integrate all areas of the Steering Committee recommendation. This new subarea plan 
would replace the existing and outdated Bel-Red/Northup Subarea Plan in Volume 2 of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Boundaries 
The new Bel-Red Subarea Plan boundaries will correspond to the boundaries of the Bel-Red 
Corridor Project as shown in the Final Report  The existing and adjacent Wilburton/NE 8th Subarea 
Plan and Crossroads Subarea Plan boundaries will be amended to be consistent with the new Bel-
Red Subarea Plan boundaries. The proposed boundaries for the new Bel-Red Subarea are shown on 
the map in Attachment 1. 
 
Content 
The Bel-Red Subarea Plan will contain the framework policies and maps that support amendments 
to the Land Use Code to guide private sector development.  It will also support planning for public 
infrastructure projects, and identify environmental objectives, among the other implementation 
strategies.   
 
The new Bel-Red Subarea Plan is proposed to be structured in a manner similar to that of the 
Downtown Subarea Plan which was adopted in 2004. The Bel-Red Subarea Plan will include the 
vision for the subarea and general policies that provide the overall guidance as to how the subarea 
should develop over time. It will also include specific policy topics, such as land use, transportation, 
parks, and urban design. The intent is that these sections will provide the direction for development 
within the Bel-Red Subarea and not be repetitive of the City’s general policies.  The proposed 
outline for the new Bel-Red Subarea Plan is included as Attachment 2. 
 
Transportation system projects for the Bel-Red Corridor Project study area will be added to the Bel-
Red Subarea Plan in much the same way as projects from the Downtown Implementation Plan were 
added to the Downtown Subarea Plan in 2004.  Also included will be projects related to parks and 
utilities. 
 
Transportation Components 
As noted in the draft outline in Attachment 2, the Transportation section of the Bel-Red Subarea 
Plan will contain the policies related to the development of a multi-modal transportation system – as 

 



described in the Steering Committee Final Report.  Following is a brief discussion of the major 
transportation topic areas:  
 
• Overall Transportation Policies:    Policies in this section will support developing a multi-modal 

transportation system to serve the future land use; improving connections within Bel-Red and 
with other parts of the city and region and incorporating natural drainage practices where 
desirable and feasible. 
 

• Roadways:  Bel-Red’s roadway system has been characterized as immature and discontinuous.  
Policies would support developing arterial improvements including the major NE 15th/16th 
multi-modal corridor, plus local streets to connect and enhance the character of Bel-Red in a 
new grid system with smaller block sizes. Regional connections to freeways would also be 
addressed. 

 
• Pedestrian and Bicycle System: Creating a multi-modal transportation system and the type of 

mixed use environment envisioned by the steering committee requires excellent pedestrian and 
bicycle access.  Policies will be included that address a wide range of non-motorized 
improvements; from sidewalks and mid-block pedestrian connections, to trails along riparian 
corridors and the Burlington Northern railroad, to roadways that are designed from scratch with 
pedestrians and bicyclists in mind. 

 
• Transit:  Future land use will be served by a transit system that is greatly enhanced over existing 

conditions.  Policies will support negotiations with transit service providers to improve 
conventional rubber-tire transit service plus transit-related amenities such as signage and 
shelters.  Light rail is a key component of the future transit system, and the Bel-Red Subarea 
Plan will articulate the City’s preference for alignment and station locations, transit feeder service 
at stations, and a light rail maintenance facility. 

 
• Parking:  Policies will support parking requirements and incentives that promote pedestrian-

friendly and transit oriented design, particularly in transit nodes, encourages the use of non-SOV 
modes of travel, and promote on-street parking where it contributes to pedestrian environment 
and does not detract from environmental objectives. 

 
• Transportation Demand Management:  Policies will provide direction to implement programs to 

reduce trip demand, encourage ride-sharing, walking and cycling, and take advantage of transit 
service.  

 
• Neighborhood Traffic Calming/Mitigation:  Policies would support on-going efforts to develop 

and implement strategies to minimize neighborhood cut-through traffic, and to moderate 
speeds. 

 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GENERAL ELEMENTS 
 
Amendments to the general elements in the Comprehensive Plan will be limited to those needed to 
support the policy direction of the new Subarea Plan.  For the Transportation Element, anticipated 
amendments include modification of the mode split targets and the level of service standard. 
 

 



It is expected that the Bel-Red implementation process may identify other portions of the 
Comprehensive Plan that are appropriate for additional review, which may lead to Comprehensive 
Plan amendments in subsequent amendment cycles. 
 
BEL-RED SUBAREA PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 
 
During December, staff will present individual parts of the subarea plan to the five 
boards/commissions to provide each with an opportunity to review and provide direction on the 
components most related to their area of expertise.  As noted, each board/commission will be 
getting the same draft subarea plan outline for consideration at their meetings in December.  
Following direction from the five boards/commissions, staff will prepare a complete draft subarea 
plan that consolidates the recommendations. Prior to a public hearing on the draft subarea plan with 
the Planning Commission, each of the five boards/commissions will be invited to comment on the 
draft plan. Below is a simple diagram of the process to create the subarea plan leading toward 
making a recommendation to the City Council. 
 
 
 
process sequence 
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December 13 Transportation Commission Action   
 
Review and discuss the proposed Bel-Red Subarea Plan framework, specifically the transportation 
portion of the plan, and provide direction for modifications to the plan outline. 
 
For January 10, 2008 
 
On January 10 we will develop recommendations for specific new transportation policy language for 
the Bel-Red Subarea Plan and the Transportation Element.  Building on the December 13 
discussion, policies for the Bel-Red Subarea Plan will be geographically specific for the Bel-Red 
Corridor, while the Transportation Element will contain city-wide policy amendments that will be 
needed to support the Bel-Red Corridor goals and policies.  Staff will provide recommendations for 
that meeting in your agenda packet.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1.  Bel-Red Subarea Map 
2.  Bel-Red Subarea Plan Outline 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 

Bel-Red Subarea 

 



ATTACHMENT 2 
 
NEW BEL-RED SUBAREA OUTLINE 
 
Draft: prepared on Nov. 28, 2007 for December board and commission review  
 
Overview 
• Characteristics of Bel-Red, including. existing conditions 
• Evolution/history 
• Dynamic changes in recent years (Downtown Bellevue, Overlake Microsoft, decline of light 

industrial, coming of light rail) 
• Public involvement in new plan 
• Thrust of this plan--Opportunity for a new role within the City and region 
 
Vision (from Steering Committee final report) 
 
General Policies 
 
Overall Subarea Goal: To develop a compact and sustainable urban development pattern, 
while allowing the Bel-Red area to transition gracefully from its past 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Overall Subarea Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 
Will take advantage of Bel-Red’s unique location, and the opportunities associated with high capacity 
transit, to create a unique economic niche for Bellevue and the Eastside; outstanding opportunities 
for living and working. Intent is to be a model of smart growth and sustainability—an integration of 
economy, livability, and environmental improvement--the type of planning needed in this era of 
global climate change. Major transformation for the area, with sensitivities and challenges to address 
as the plan moves forward. Change will happen over time, with some areas earlier and some areas 
remaining very much like today for years to come. 
 
Policies: (General Policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed) 
• Promote the concept of environmental sustainability—implementing this plan in a manner that 

integrates the three dimensions of sustainability: economy, society and environment, with future 
generations in mind 

• Coordinate planning and implementation to take advantage of Bel-Red’s location between 
Downtown and Overlake, and also of the opportunities brought about by Light Rail Transit 

• Create a differentiated economic niche—retaining some existing businesses and attracting 
dynamic “new economy” businesses in a form not found elsewhere in Bellevue 

• Enhance environmental conditions considerably above what they are in the area today 
• Provide community amenities and quality of life that encourages social interaction 
• Encourage implementation of Transit Oriented Development 
• Design for active communities—walkable, bikable 
• Protect nearby neighborhoods from impacts of Bel-Red development 
• Phase growth so that infrastructure and amenities accompany new development 
 

 



Land Use 
 
Goal: To develop a land use pattern that is environmentally sustainable and economically 
vibrant, and that creates distinctive new commercial and residential neighborhoods for the 
Eastside  
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Land Use Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 
Intent of Plan to be a model of responsible growth, and to create a land use type and form that is 
distinctive for Bellevue and the Eastside. Much of land use concentrated into nodes, and on the 
western end of the Subarea. Provides excellent opportunity to re-cast land use in a more sustainable, 
pedestrian-friendly and transit-oriented form, while minimizing impacts on nearby neighborhoods. 
 
Policies: (Land Use policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed) 
• Development of land uses consistent with the Land Use Map (Figure __) 
• Promoting a nodal development pattern—pedestrian and transit-oriented; opportunities to live, 

work, shop, meet service needs 
o Concentrate the majority of Bel-Red land use into development nodes, with higher 

density and building height therein. Within nodes, also tier and building heights. 
o Use building height to create opportunities for additional open space, views; and as 

incentive for public amenities 
o Design land use within nodes to be pedestrian friendly and transit oriented  

• Mix uses (may occur at a variety of scales: mixed use within buildings, but also within sites, 
blocks and neighborhoods) 

• Incentive structure--Establish system that makes available FAR (building density/intensity) and 
height in exchange for infrastructure and amenities that contribute to public good. Base FAR 
and height much lower than maximum, with higher levels achieved only by providing public 
benefits.  Discussion provides general list of what is to be incentivized; e.g. open space, 
affordable housing, riparian corridor enhancements, natural drainage systems, etc.  

• Traditional LI Uses--Emphasis on accommodating existing but no new 
• Service Uses 

o For those with industrial character, emphasis on accommodating existing but no new 
o For those with non-industrial character, encourage existing plus new 

• Stream interface—encourage commercial and residential building siting and design to take 
advantage of riparian corridors and associated open space as a significant amenity, while 
incorporating environmental improvements 

• Landscaping standards to promote sustainable design; encourage natural drainage practices 
• Edges and Transition 

o Graceful neighborhood transitions, esp. north and south areas 
o Transition with neighboring established LI uses 

• Land use phasing, incl. overall amount of development anticipated through 2030 
o Establish phasing mechanism to ensure that land use occurs in sync with available 

infrastructure and amenities needed to transform the area. 
o 2030 Growth caps (related to BROTS interlocal agreement) 

 
Urban Design 

 



 
Goal: to achieve a design character that results in aesthetically beautiful and long-lasting 
places evoking a strong sense of Bellevue and the Northwest, a dynamic public realm that 
encourages social interaction, and improved ecological integrity. 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Urban Design Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 
Character of area today and future character envisioned. Given starting point, the critical role for 
high quality and sensitive urban design in redeveloping Bel-Red. This includes pedestrian-friendly 
and transit-oriented design, deliberate “place-making,” major attention to quality in building and site 
design and materials, and finding opportunities for environmental enhancements integrated with 
new development. 
 
Policies:  (Urban Design policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed) 
• Promoting new urban neighborhoods, with qualities and amenities to make them outstanding 

places to live, work and play 
• Requirement for design guidelines and design review to ensure quality, promote environmental 

sustainability, create a strong sense of place 
• Promoting environmentally sensitive design; e.g., LEED (Note: LEED is well recognized 

certification provided by US Green Building Council) green building, natural drainage practices, 
shading on extensive pavement surfaces, etc. 

• Promotion of “green infrastructure”— integrating multiple objectives out of new infrastructure; 
providing related park and open space amenity where feasible 

• Reinforce sense of place and Northwest connection by encouraging use of native plants and 
native building materials; design that reflects the Northwest 

• Solar access and views via site design and building orientation 
• Encourage place-making—the development of public and private gathering places that evoke 

gathering and social interactions, in public and private projects. Dynamic public realm by 
integrating publicly accessible plazas and other open spaces w/development  

• Promotion of gateways to reinforce sense of place, area and neighborhood identity 
• Design for active communities (urban design emphasis beyond the General Policy focus) 
• Character within transit nodes: high pedestrian quality, place-making, attention to detail, high 

quality building materials 
 
• Development of parking requirements and incentives that promote pedestrian-friendly and 

transit oriented design, particularly in transit nodes (discourage or prohibit large surface parking 
lots in transit districts or between building and street; reduce parking supply in transit districts) 

• Encouragement for shared parking 
• Encouraging diversity in development forms--variety of building heights and forms; building 

articulation/modulation 
• Utilizing/protecting views and public view corridors (lakes, mountains, Downtown skyline) 
• Integration of transportation and design: develop great streets—via public investments; private 

requirements and incentives 
o Superior street design, where aesthetics and sense of place (context-sensitive design) are 

up-front design inputs 
o Building transparency at ground level—avoid blank walls 

 



o Ground floor uses where appropriate 
o Setbacks and landscaping, incl. street trees 
o Environmentally sensitive design, incl. encouragement for natural drainage practices 

 
Environment 
 
Goal: to re-develop the Bel-Red area as a model of environmental sustainability, taking 
advantage of new development to achieve dramatic improvements over current conditions 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Environment Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 
Bel-Red area’s past, existing conditions, and examples of the opportunities available with 
redevelopment. Vision of overall improvements within the area (rehabilitated streams, increase in 
tree coverage, wildlife enhancements, greenhouse gas reduction, etc.) Special focus on riparian 
corridors, discussing the stream segments in the Bel-Red area and opportunities for improved 
conditions. Note other environmental dimensions that are part of a more sustainable future, incl. 
planning elements that address climate change. 
 
Policies: (Environment policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed) 
• Preservation and rehabilitation of Bel-Red’s environmentally sensitive areas 
• Promotion of stream restoration/rehabilitation and riparian corridors (“Livable Streams 

Strategy”) Discussion: multiple benefits, inc;. water quality, stormwater control, habitat 
enhancement, etc. 

• Encouraging Natural Drainage Practices -- to provide on-site stormwater treatment and runoff 
control, via incentives and/or an off-set against conventional treatment and detention 
requirements. Discussion: Rain gardens, pervious pavement, vegetated roofs, rain recycling, 
amended soils. 

• Explore basin planning as a future step—coordinated stormwater treatment and detention 
integrated with broader environmental opportunities; may be incorporated into Stormwater 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Explore opportunities for off-site stormwater mitigation banking  
• Promotion of LEED (US Green Building Council standard) /green building/energy efficient 

design 
• Promotion of water conservation—building design, native and drought tolerant landscaping, etc. 

(Grey water usage and rain recycling if state law changes) 
• Encouraging “green infrastructure” i.e. infrastructure projects designed to realize multiple 

benefits: beauty, urban heat reduction, separation from auto traffic, greenhouse gas reduction, 
parks and open space 

• Incorporate environmental education/interpretation into public and private projects 
• Promoting use of local Transfer of Development Rights (TDRs) i.e., density transfers within 

portions of the Bel-Red area; to achieve stream corridor and open space objectives 
• Promoting use of regional TDRs to achieve protection of regional resource lands (areas outside 

the urban growth boundary of interest to Bellevue) (Note: this idea received significant Steering 
Committee discussion and appears in their final report as an item to explore; further evaluation is needed to 
determine how this policy should be framed.) 

 

 



Parks and Open Space 
 
Goal: to create a robust, aesthetically beautiful, and functional parks and open space system 
that serves the needs of Bel-Red and the broader community, and that connects with and 
complements the larger Bellevue parks and open space system.  
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Parks and Open Space Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 
Comprehensive and connected system needed, for the area, to meet the needs of Bel-Red residents, 
employees, visitors, plus complement surrounding neighborhoods, and the entire community. Bel-Red 
should connect with and play an important role in larger city-wide system. Bel-Red facilities will not meet 
a simple suburban level of service standard, but will include an array of elements: community and 
neighborhood parks, riparian corridor open spaces, open spaces developed as part of natural drainage 
treatments and designed as public amenities, passive and active plazas and other urban open spaces, 
comprehensive trail system on and off  roads, including along stream corridors. System will achieve 
multiple benefits, as open space, community amenities, and environmental enhancements. 
 
Policies: (Parks and Open Space policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be 
developed) 
• Creation of park system elements to serve Bel-Red area and complement the wider community 

o Community and neighborhood parks 
o Riparian corridor open spaces 
o Civic plazas 
o Open spaces developed in conjunction with “green infrastructure” e.g. natural drainage 

system open spaces 
o Comprehensive trail system that connects internally within Bel-Red and to wider City-

wide parks system 
• Recognition of a Bel-Red park level of service other than the conventional suburban approach 
• Promotion of stream corridor enhancements that serve multiple benefits, including open space 

and trail connections along with environmental enhancements_  
• Development of an interconnected system of Bel-Red trails and corridors, that connect both 

within Bel-Red and to the larger park system 
• Promotion of “green infrastructure” i.e, public infrastructure such as green streets and natural 

drainage elements that are designed and managed as significant open space opportunities and 
community amenities, in addition to their conventional functions 

• Bel-Red identified as an opportunity area for a major city-wide recreation facility 
• Use of incentives for parks and open space to be developed as part of private development 

projects 
 
Housing 
 
Goal: to establish Bel-Red neighborhoods that include a diversity of housing types and 
prices, including a significant share of “workforce housing.” 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Housing Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 

 



Recognize linkages among housing and transportation, environment, quality neighborhoods and a 
truly sustainable future. Remarkable opportunity in Bel-Red to create new urban neighborhoods, 
and to consider workforce/affordable housing in conjunction with the creation of zoning potential 
for an additional 5,000 housing units. Any Bel-Red housing will require new open space and other 
amenities that help transform the area into a desirable and livable place.  
 
Huge challenge for workforce/affordable housing faced by Bellevue and the Eastside; should be 
considered in a comprehensive strategy of which Bel-Red is a part. Workforce/affordable housing 
will require a mix of development regulations and incentives, direct public investments,  and other 
public and private strategies.  
 
Policies: (Housing  policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed) 
• Encouragement for a diversity of housing types, from high density, multi-story housing in transit 

nodes, to medium density housing outside nodes, to townhomes and cottage forms only rarely 
found elsewhere in Bellevue. 

• Monitoring and promotion of affordability in Bel-Red’s new housing stock, with a target that a 
minimum x% of new units be affordable to low and moderate income households, and another 
x% be affordable as “workforce housing,” for households earning up to 120% of median 
income.  

• Recognition that for affordable/workforce housing, Bel-Red is part of larger City strategy 
• Affordability implementation to be accomplished up-front, as part of overall land use 

development strategy 
• Multi-pronged approach to affordability, including private development incentives, public 

investment, and other public and private strategies, such as employer-assisted housing,  
 
Arts and Culture 
 
Goal: to identify and realize opportunities to integrate arts and cultural works and 
attractions into the Bel-Red area 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Arts and Culture Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 
Arts and cultural uses and works are an important amenity and place-making element. They may 
play a significant role in upgrading the quality of life and attractiveness of the Bel-Red area, helping 
to attract the “creative class” that may live and work here, and benefiting the broader community. 
 
Policies:  (Arts and Culture policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed) 
• Creation of arts/cultural district, via private incentives, potentially with public investments. 

Policy Discussion will likely further describe the nature/character of this district. (Also see 
Neighborhood/District chapter, below.) 

• Integration of public arts into public spaces throughout corridor, with a special emphasis on 
public spaces 

• Incorporation of public art in interpretation and celebration of the environmental attributes and 
heritage of the Bel-Red area 

• Work with Sound Transit to integrate public art into the light rail system 
 

 



 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
Goal: to create a more complete, connected, and well balanced (multi-modal) transportation 
system, while protecting neighborhoods from spillover traffic impacts and while ensuring 
that transportation investments contribute to the Bel-Red area’s sense of place and 
sustainability. 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Transportation Goal; precise language to be developed)  
 
Area today has a fairly immature and disconnected transportation system developed to serve a low 
intensity, light industrial development pattern. Need to develop transportation system on all fronts 
to support the area’s new land use vision, and to provide better vehicular and non-motorized 
connections to other parts of the city, including Downtown. How we deal with transportation seen 
as increasingly important to creating a sustainable future, and to making our communities more 
livable. Transit role here unique for the city in that it may have the potential to fairly dramatically 
change the Bel-Red area’s future. 
 
Policies: (Transportation policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed)  
 
Overall Transportation Policies 
• Support land use with multi-modal system consistent with Figure BR-__ (map of system 

improvements). 
• Improve connections/mobility with other parts of the city and region 
• Natural drainage practices incorporated into transportation projects where desirable and feasible 
• Also note Interjurisdictional Coordination section below, which addresses overall policy issues with regard to 

interlocal transportation impacts 
 
Roadways 
• Develop arterial improvements per the transportation system recommendation 
• Develop NE 15th/16th as major multi-modal corridor incl. parks and open space. Discuss unique 

character and importance of this unifying east-west corridor 
• Develop local streets: establish new grid/smaller block size with an emphasis on 

continuity/connectivity 
• Encourage placement of garage and service vehicle access via local/secondary streets 
• Improve regional/freeway corridors: SR 520, I-405 (note: policy here may be redundant and unnecessary 

given coverage elsewhere in the Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element) 
• Create context sensitive street design to enhance character, open space, environmental 

improvements 
 
Pedestrian and Bicycle System 
• Support for pedestrian connectivity and quality, incl. mature sidewalk system, through-block 

pedestrian connections, mid-block crossings where feasible, riparian corridor trails (e.g. West 
Tributary) 

• Support for pedestrian amenities: lighting, seating, weather protection, etc. 

 



• Develop a connective trails system -- incorporated into stream corridors, other opportunities, 
and specifically calling out: 

o Develop a trail system along riparian corridors 
o Develop a trail on the Burlington Northern corridor, as well as connections thereto 
o Develop major non-motorized trail corridor on NE 15th/16th 

• Address roadway design interface with trails, esp. stream trails; consideration of appropriate 
treatments incl. grade separation where appropriate  

 
Transit 
• Support for conventional transit service enhancements 
• Develop transit-supportive capital improvements—shelters, signage, etc.  
• Encourage high capacity transit emulation in advance of light rail 
• Work with ST to realize the City’s Light Rail preferred route, alignment and station locations, as 

shown in Figure ___ 
• Transit feeder service at transit nodes, incl. future light rail stations 
• Potential light rail maintenance facility 
 
Parking 
• Note policy concept proposed in Urban Design section above: Development of parking requirements and 

incentives that promote pedestrian-friendly and transit oriented design, particularly in transit nodes (discourage or 
prohibit large surface parking lots in transit districts or between building and street; reduce parking supply in 
transit districts) 

• Also note policy concept  proposed in Urban Design section above: Encouragement for shared parking 
• Promote on-street parking where it contributes to pedestrian environment and does not detract 

from environmental objectives 
 
Transportation Demand Management 
• Implement ambitious program to reduce trip demand, take advantage of transit opportunities 
• Note mode split targets encouraging alternatives to single-occupant vehicles should be developed for this area and 

reside in the Transportation Element 
 
Neighborhood Traffic Calming/Mitigation 
• Develop and implement strategies to minimize neighborhood cut-through traffic 
 
Neighborhoods/Districts 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Neighborhoods/Districts; precise language to be developed)  
 
Bel-Red is a large subarea, and will have considerable diversity and changing character within, from 
fairly intense and compact transit-oriented nodes, to lower density residential neighborhoods, to 
transition areas that will continue to look much like they do today. Neighborhood diversity is a plus. 
This section focuses on the distinctive characteristics of the various Bel-Red districts or 
neighborhoods. 
 
Structure in this section to include a brief description of each neighborhood, followed by a handful of relevant policies. 
To address land use, building height, distinct character, any other special issues. 

 



 
Transit Districts/Nodes 
• Transit Oriented Development (TOD) node centered at 122nd 

• TOD node at 130th 
• TOD node near OHMC 
• TOD node at 156th 

 
Outside Transit Nodes 
• Arts/cultural district 
• Medical office on 116th 
• Housing emphasis areas in NW 
• Retail/commercial in SW 
• Mixed housing and retail west of 148th 
• Retail/commercial on NE 20th 
• Office/housing south of Bel-Red Rd. 
 
Interjurisdictional Coordination 
 
Goal: to provide for effective coordination and mitigation of impacts that cross jurisdictional 
boundaries 
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Interjurisdictional Coordination Goal; precise language to be 
developed) 
 
History of interlocal planning and coordination between Bellevue and Redmond. Very dynamic 
planning and development ongoing in both jurisdictions. Need to advance interlocal efforts to the 
next level. 
 
Policies: (Interjurisdictional Coordination policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be 
developed)  
• Support for cooperative planning  
• Joint advocacy for regional projects of mutual benefit, in particular SR 520, 520 access, bridge 

replacement, I-405 capacity, LRT investment (note: need to determine whether this policy belongs here or is 
redundant of policy in Transportation Element) 

• Development and implementation of mitigation for cross-jurisdictional impacts  
• Support for BROTS successor agreement 
 
Implementation 
 
Goal: to ensure a thoughtful process , with the right tools available, to result in effective 
implementation of the Bel-Red subarea vision  
 
Discussion: (intended content of Discussion under Implementation Goal; precise language to be developed) 
 
Many challenges inherent in implementing this plan; need for a robust implementation effort with 
many tools. Will require ongoing and focused attention. Also need to take the long view.  

 



 
Policies: (Implementation policies are proposed to address the following content; precise language to be developed)  
• Implement desired features – parks and open space, environmental amenities, urban design 

attributes, housing, etc. -- via mix of tools, to include development standards, land use 
incentives, and public funding. 

• Encouragement for master planned developments where better able to coordinate/integrate 
subarea plan’s goals; (require in some circumstances?) 

• Support for new capital funding tools and principles (note: need to determine whether this policy direction 
belongs here, as opposed to Comp. Plan Capital Facilities Element, or both) 

• Support for early Right of Way acquisition (note: need to verify whether this  policy is necessary) 
• Private development responsibility for frontage improvements (note: need to verify whether this  policy 

is necessary) 
• Encourage the creation of a Bel-Red business improvement organization 
• Provision of ongoing staff support for continuity and focus in shepherding plan implementation 
 
Land Use Map 
• New Land Use Map, based on Steering Committee recommendations and creating new Comp. 

Plan designations that can be translated into zoning 
• Establishes new Subarea boundaries coincident with the Bel-Red study area and Steering 

Committee report 
 
Project List (part of Bel-Red Subarea Plan) 
• Transportation Projects  

o List of specific projects called out in Steering Committee report, as refined by further 
conceptual engineering work now underway 

o Includes joint East Bellevue (and Overlake) mitigation projects TBD  
• Parks and Open Space Projects 

o List of specific projects to be identified from earlier work and assigned as discrete public 
projects 

• Environmental Projects 
o List of environmental projects may include those that cross multiple departmental and 

functional objectives; e.g. some stream restoration/rehabilitation projects; fish passage 
improvements in existing rights of way 

o Note: Straight “Utility” projects not crossing multiple departments’ objectives will continue to be placed 
in Water, Wastewater, and Storm Drainage Plans that are not part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan  

 
OTHER POTENTIAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS (CPAs) 
GENERAL ELEMENTS 
 
Note that General Element CPAs are intended to be kept to a minimum. 
 
Transportation Element 

• Amend Mobility Management Area (MMA) boundaries? 
• Amend transportation Level of Service (LOS) and mode split targets 
• Note: Substantial amendments to High Capacity Transit policies will be needed and will be 

captured as part of Light Rail Best Practices CPA proposal anticipated in mid-2008. 

 



 
Capital Facilities Element?  

• Funding policies? 
 

Glossary 
• New Comprehensive Plan designations unique to Bel-Red created and defined; these 

relate to new Bel-Red Land Use Map above 
 
Subareas and Transportation Facility Plans (TFPs) (Comp. Plan Vol. 2) 

• Amend Crossroads, Wilburton boundaries consistent with new Bel-Red boundaries 
• Rescind Bel-Red/Overlake TFP 
• Rescind Bridle Trails, Bel-Red and Crossroads TFP 
• Rescind Eastside Transportation Partnership TFP 

 
Note: The focus of this document is the City Comprehensive Plan. Potential Amendments to City functional plans 
(e.g. Pedestrian/Bicycle Plan, Comprehensive Water Plan, etc.) that are not part of the City Comprehensive Plan may 
be needed but are not catalogued in this document. 
 

 

 


