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COMING SOON to 161st Avenue SE:  

SHARROWS  

Sharrows are pavement markings in-
stalled within travel lanes, alerting mo-
torists they should expect to see and 
share the lane with bicyclists.  In addi-
tion, sharrows help bicyclists position 
themselves in the lanes, in such a way 
that motorists are able to safely pass 
them. 
 
The Transportation Department will be-
gin a pilot project installing sharrows 
on 161st Avenue SE between SE 24th 
Street and Eastgate Way by the end of 
October, weather permitting.  The 
markings, which include a bicycle leg-
end with arrows at the top, will be 
placed every few hundred feet on the 
pavement.  There will be no other 
striping, signing or parking changes. 
 
Bellevue recognizes the importance of 
improving bicycle safety while main-
taining on-street parking in certain ar-
eas. Sharrows offer a promising way of 
accomplishing this at a relatively low  

cost. These markings have been suc-
cessfully used in other cities across the 
country, including Seattle, and will be 
evaluated here in Bellevue over the 
next six months. 
 
For more information: Contact Kurt 
Latt, senior transportation engineer, at 
425-452-6020 or email 
klatt@bellevuewa.gov. 
 

What do sharrows 
mean for bicyclists and 
drivers? 
 
Bicyclists: 
• Use the sharrow to guide where you 

ride within the lane – generally 
through the center of the sharrow 
when safe to do so. 

• Remember not to ride too close to 
parked cars – watch for opening 
doors 

• Be aware of your surroundings and 
follow the rules of the road 

 
Drivers: 
• Expect to see bicyclists on the 

street 
• Remember to give bicyclists space 

when passing 
• Be aware of your surroundings and 

follow the rules of the road 
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What will sharrows look like on 161st Avenue SE?   
 

Existing travel lanes and parking do not change 
(Heading north on 161st) 

Title VI Notice to the Public  It is the City of Bellevue’s policy to assure that no person shall on the grounds of 
race, color, national origin or sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participating in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded programs and activities.  
Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated may file a complaint with the Title VI Coordinator.  
For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact the Title VI Coordinator at 425-452-4270.  
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