
  

  City of Bellevue  
MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: October 18, 2012 
 
TO: Transportation Commission Members 
 
FROM: Alex O’Reilly, Planner 

Human Services Division 
Parks and Community Services Department 

 
SUBJECT: Presentation by the Eastside Easy Rider Collaborative on October 25, 2012 
 
For your information, several members of the Eastside Easy Rider Collaborative (EERC), a network of 
organizations focusing on improving mobility options for transportation disadvantaged populations, 
including older adults, people with disabilities, youth and low-income people, will update the Transportation 
Commission about its goals and current projects.  Partners include the City of Bellevue, the Bellevue 
Network on Aging, Sound Transit, King County Metro, Hopelink, City of Redmond, City of Issaquah, 
Kirkland Senior Council and City of Seattle Aging and Disability Services.  
 
The attached 2011 Annual Report provides an overview of EERC’s most recent activities which include 
community outreach, collaboration and strategic planning as well as participation in local and regional 
planning efforts, such as community engagement around transportation issues funded by a “Growing 
Transit Communities” grant. 
 
If you have any questions about EERC prior to the meeting, please feel free to contact Alex O’Reilly at 425-
452-2824, aoreilly@bellevuewa.gov or go to the EERC website at www.eastsideeasyrider.org for more 
information. 
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About Us 
The Eastside Easy Rider Collaborative (EERC) works actively to initiate coordinated 
strategies that assist people with special transportation needs1. The Collaborative 
represents a partnership consortium of public and non-profit agencies, including human 
services, local governments, transportation providers and citizen advocates, who 
coordinate efforts to meet increasing mobility needs of individuals living in East King 
County.  
On an ongoing basis, members of the Collaborative meet with local decision makers to 
emphasize the importance of available transportation services and raise the profile of 
human services transportation planning and integration into the existing community 
planning process.  

Our Mission 
To identify and initiate coordinated, creative and sustainable ways to assist older adults, 
persons with disabilities and low-income individuals on the Eastside attain a better 
quality of life by increasing their transportation options. 

Our Accomplishments in 2011 
Community Outreach  

 Hosted two (2) Transportation Forums to educate human services professionals 
about available transportation options for their clients and service changes, in 
Collaboration with the cities of Issaquah and Bellevue. 

 Hosted a SR 520 Bridge tolling workshop to educate human services 
professionals about tolling and pass options for their clients, in partnership with 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and the City of 
Bellevue.  

 Hosted a Community Preparedness Forum to educate human services 
professionals about emergency preparedness and travel options during 
inclement weather, in partnership with the Kirkland Senior Council, City of 
Kirkland, City of Seattle and Red Cross.   

 Developed website, www.eastsideeasyrider.org, for EERC which services as a 
transportation resource tool for individuals, organizations, decision makers, 
transportation providers and human services agencies.  

 Conducted outreach to Human Service and Transportation Commissions, 
government associations, and local community advocacy groups who represent 
the cities of Bellevue, Redmond, Kirkland, Issaquah and the Snoqualmie Valley.  

 Provided outreach support for Hopelink’s EZ Rider Connector transportation 
service and Getting Around Puget Sound program and the King County Metro 
Rapid Ride B Line service.  

Collaboration & Strategic Planning  
 Enhanced membership by successfully recruiting a new member representing 

the City of Issaquah.  
 Hosted a one-day strategic planning workshop and developed comprehensive 

action plans in partnership with over 30 participants representing human service 
organizations, transportation providers, the private sector and system users.  

 Established subcommittee focused on marketing and outreach.  

                                                           
1 People with special transportation needs are defined in RCW 47.06B as people “including their personal 
attendants, who because of physical or mental disability, income status, or age are unable to transport 
themselves or purchase transportation.” 
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Contact:   Alina Aaron  
 Mobility Program Manager 
 aaaron@hope-link.org 

 Awarded funding for EERC Mobility Program Manager to staff the Collaborative 
and assist in implementing its objectives. 

 Awarded Growing Transit Communities Grant to conduct five Neighborhood 
Conversation Cafés in Mercer Island, Bellevue and Redmond. 

Local and Sub-Regional Planning  
 Contributed to the City of Redmond Master Transportation Plan.  
 Contributed to the City of Bellevue Downtown Transportation Plan update.  

Our History 
In 2005, representatives from a number of disciplines including transportation and 
human services gathered in Bellevue, Washington to discuss how they could collaborate 
on projects that would increase access to health and human services for all 
transportation-disadvantaged people including older adults, persons with disabilities, 
youth and low-income individuals.  While the focus for the initial project was on assisting 
Bellevue residents, as the project advanced, it was clear that a “bigger picture” approach 
was critical and a sub-regional plan would be more effective.  Thus, the vision was 
expanded and the Collaborative was organized to identify creative and cost effective 
ways to assist individuals living on the Eastside experience a better quality of life and 
independence through increased mobility. 

Our Members 

Members:  
Alex O’Reilly, City of Bellevue, Human Services 
Cathy Von Wald, City of Bellevue 
Berta Seltzer, Bellevue Network on Aging  
Irene, Stewart, Seattle-King County Aging & Disability Services 
Dave Wagar, Kirkland Senior Council 
Paul Lester, Redmond Senior Advisory Committee 
Ray Anspach, Redmond Senior Advisory Committee 
Joel Estey, King County Veterans Program 
BJ Libby, Mt. Si Senior Center 
Jeff Johnson, Hopelink DART Service 
Beverly Heyden, Bellevue Network on Aging 
Ankita Gupta, Indian Association of Western Washington 
Gary Costa, City of Issaquah, Transportation Planning 

(Alt.) Steve Gierke, City of Issaquah, Human Services 
(Alt.) Mary Joe de Beck, City of Issaquah, Transportation Planning 

 
Contact Information 

Jon Morrison Winters, Staff 
Mobility Coordinator 
425-943-6769 
jwinters@hope-link.org  
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