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Date:  September 11, 2008 
 
TO:  Transportation Commission 
 
FROM: Paul Krawczyk, PE, PTOE, Project Manager  
 
SUBJECT: West Lake Sammamish Parkway Update, CIP Plan No. PW-R-141 
 
Project Background Information:  An alternative analysis for a proposed roadway cross-section 
for the West Lake Sammamish Parkway corridor from I-90 to the north city limit was completed in 
2005, after an extensive public outreach effort.  Residents, stakeholders, and City of Bellevue staff 
worked closely together during the public involvement process in order to identify a roadway cross-
section preferred alternative.  Workshops were held in November 2003, January 2004, April 2004, 
and June 2004.  A public forum was held in May 2004, and three Open Houses were held in June 
2004.  The project was presented to the Transportation Commission on June 24, 2004, and to 
Council on June 28, 2004, and October 11, 2004.  The project was also presented to the Parks and 
Community Services Board in September 2004.  In April 2005, Council approved a roadway cross-
section preferred alternative which included a four-foot wide shoulder on the east side of the street, 
one travel lane in each direction and a 10-foot wide multi-use trail on the west side of the street 
separated by landscaped areas where feasible (see illustrations attached). 
 
After the adoption of a proposed roadway cross-section by City Council in 2005, the West Lake 
Sammamish project was added to the City’s list of identified roadway improvements to compete for 
funding during the 2007- 2013 Capital Investment Plan (CIP) update.  The West Lake Sammamish 
project was identified as a high priority project and $5,560,000 was allocated during the 2007-2013 
CIP update, with a start date for the Design Report phase of 2009.  The City was not able to fully 
fund the roadway project, which was estimated to cost over $30 million dollars,   
 
In July of 2007, City Council approved a supplemental CIP budget package, which included an 
additional $1 million dollars, for a total budget of $6,560,000, allocated for the West Lake 
Sammamish Parkway project.  This supplemental funding allowed the City to begin the Design 
Report phase in 2008, one year earlier than previously planned.   
 
Current Activities:  The City is currently preparing the Design Report for the entire five and a half 
miles long West Lake Sammamish Parkway corridor.  The Design Report phase reflects 
approximately 25% completion of the design for the entire corridor.  The Design Report phase is a 
critical element of the overall project delivery.  It will identify and evaluate major project design 
elements, such as trail horizontal and vertical alignments; retaining wall locations and appropriate 
wall types; storm water collection, treatment and discharge to Lake Sammamish; and existing 
pavement restoration options.  The Design Report will also develop a more accurate cost estimate 
and will develop a phased implementation plan for construction.  The Design Report phase began in 
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April 2008 with the selection of a design consultant, and is expected to be completed in the Summer 
of 2009.  The relatively lengthy duration of the Design Report phase for the West Lake Sammamish 
Parkway is due to the five and a half mile length of the project and the complexity of the major 
design elements of the project.  For example, it took three months for four survey crews, working 
full time, to complete the field topographic survey for the entire project.   
 
Currently, the design consultant is completing the base maps and performing geotechnical 
investigations and evaluating the existing drainage system for the corridor.  A draft conceptual plan 
is scheduled to be completed in September 2008.   
 
After the completion of the draft conceptual plan, the City will hold the first public Open House in 
the Fall 2008.  The first Open House will solicit feedback from the public on major design elements, 
including trail alignment, retaining wall locations and type (fascia), landscaping and other aesthetic 
elements.   
 
Future Activities:  A second Open House is planned for Spring of 2009 to present a final proposed 
conceptual plan and a proposed project phasing plan.  The Final Design Report, with recommended 
project phasing and revised cost estimates, is scheduled for completion in the Summer of 2009.  City 
staff will return to the Transportation Commission to present the proposed phasing plan with 
associated cost estimates.  It is anticipated that additional funding will be needed to complete the 
final design and construction of the first project phase identified in the Design Report. 
 
Commission Action:  No action is required at this time.  This memorandum is provided as an 
informational only update for the Transportation Commission’s use.  If you have any questions 
regarding the West Lake Sammamish Parkway project, please contact me (Paul Krawczyk) at 425-
452-7905 or by email at pkrawczyk@bellevuewa.us. 
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Existing Roadway 

 

 

Example of Potential Roadway Section 
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West Lake Sammamish Parkway Proposed Cross-

section approved by Council in April 2005 
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