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The work is proposed by the City of Bellevue Utilities which provides sewer service to Medina, Yarrow Point, and Hunts Point.  Based on communication with these jurisdictions, the City of Bellevue is the lead agency and is responsible for procedural compliance with SEPA.
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The work is proposed by the City of Bellevue Utilities which provides sewer service to Medina, Yarrow Point, and Hunts Point.  Based on communication with these jurisdictions, the City of Bellevue is the lead agency under WAC 197-11-924 and is responsible to ensure procedural compliance and review under SEPA for the project.  The applicant must obtain any permits or approvals from each jurisdiction that may be required for the proposed work.
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LandUse P2I Box
Text Box
The project will be required to meet clearing and grading standards and BMPs required by the City's clearing and grading code BCC 23.76 and as required under applicable codes for Medina, Yarrow Point, and Hunts Point.
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LandUse P2I Box
Text Box
Noise and allowed work times is regulated by BCC 9.18 and as required by the other jurisdictions.
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LandUse P2I Box
Text Box
The City of Bellevue has no shoreline designations.  The project may be within areas designated residential, transportation, and urban conservancy in Medina, Hunts Point, and Yarrow Point.
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SEWER LAKE LINE CONDITION ASSESSEMENT

Figure 1
September 2015
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September 18, 2015

Debbie Harris

City of Bellevue Utilities

450 110th Ave NE

Bellevue, WA 98005

RE: Sewer Lake Line Condition Assessment Phase 2, Lake Washington – Shoreline

Critical Area Compliance Narrative

TWC project number: 090803

Dear Debbie:

This letter is intended to document compliance with applicable City of Bellevue critical

area performance standards related to the proposed Sewer Lake Line Condition

Assessment Phase 2 project in Lake Washington. In addition, this letter addresses

shoreline exemption eligibility for the project.

Critical Areas/Shoreline Performance Standards

The proposed project includes the collection of multiple pipe samples from the existing

sewer line, in both in-water and upland locations, in Bellevue, Medina, Hunts Point, and

Yarrow Point. Bellevue Land Use Code (LUC) 20.25H.055.B allows for the repair and

maintenance of exiting utility systems within shoreline critical areas and shoreline

buffers and structure setbacks pursuant to the standards established in LUC

20.25H.055.C.1, 20.25E.080.B, and 20.25E.080.U. Therefore, please find below a

demonstration of project compliance with each applicable performance standard.

20.25H.055.C.1 Performance Standards.

1. Repair and Maintenance and/or Construction Staging.

a. Work shall be consistent with all applicable City of Bellevue codes and standards;

Response: Proposed maintenance activities will comply with all applicable City

of Bellevue codes and standards, including LUC 23.76, 20.25H, and 20.25E.

b. Removal of significant trees is prohibited; and

Response: No significant trees will be removed. Pipe sampling locations have

been selected to avoid existing significant trees.
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c. Areas of temporary disturbance associated with the work shall be restored to pre-project

conditions, pursuant to a restoration plan meeting the requirements of LUC 20.25H.210.

Response: All sampling locations will be restored to a pre-project condition.

Excavated in-water locations will be restored with the removed native substrate.

Excavated upland areas will include re-use of native soils and restoration with

in-kind landscaping (i.e. pre-existing grass areas restored with grass).

20.25E.080 Shoreline performance standards

B. General Regulations Applicable to All Land Use Districts and Activities.

1. Where applicable, all federal and state water quality and effluent standards shall be met.

Response: Proposed maintenance activities will comply with all applicable

federal and state water quality and effluent standards. A turbidity curtain is

proposed for in-water work, which will confine temporary impacts to the local

area. The curtain will remain in place until work is complete and turbidity has

return to allowable levels. In addition, in-water sample locations will be

depressurized, so lake water will flow into the sewer pipe for a short period until

the pipe fitting has been placed over the sample hole. For upland samples, a silt

curtain, straw wattle, or similar BMPs will be used to contain excavated soils to the

immediate vicinity of the work and prevent silt-laden runoff.

2. If a property extends into the Shoreline Overlay District, the Shoreline Master Program

Policies and these use regulations shall apply only to that portion of the property lying within the

Shoreline Overlay District.

Response: All proposed maintenance activities will occur within the Shoreline

Overlay District, and therefore are subject to the shoreline use regulations.

3. All development within the Shoreline Overlay District shall be accompanied by a plan

indicating methods of preserving shoreline vegetation and for control of erosion during and

following construction in accordance with Part 20.25H LUC, City of Bellevue Clearing and

Grading regulations, Chapter 23.76 BCC, and the Comprehensive Plan.

Response: All proposed sampling locations have been located to avoid

disturbance to existing native vegetation. Upland locations will impact lawn

and/or ornamental vegetation only. All areas of disturbance will be temporary

and will be restored in-kind following completion of maintenance activities.

4. Special care shall be exercised to preserve vegetation in wetland, shoreline and stream

corridor bank areas in order to prevent soil erosion. Removal of vegetation from or disturbance of

shoreline critical areas and shoreline critical area buffers, and from other critical area and critical
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area buffers shall be prohibited, except in conformance with Part 20.25H LUC and the specific

performance standards of this section.

Response: Temporary disturbance will be limited to the minimum necessary in

order to collect pipe samples. Applicable erosion control measures will be in

place prior to and throughout the duration of maintenance activities. Vegetation

to be removed from upland sampling locations will be limited to lawn and

ornamental species. All areas of removed vegetation will be restored in-kind

following completion of the sampling. It is expected that excavation, sampling

activities, and in-kind restoration will be completed within a single day at each

location.

5. Maximum height limitation for any proposed structure within the Shoreline Overlay

District shall be 35 feet, except in land use districts with more restrictive height limitations. The

method of measuring the maximum height is described in WAC 173-14-030(6). Variances to this

height limitation may be granted pursuant to Part 20.30H LUC.

Response: No new structures are proposed as part of the subject maintenance

activities.

6. The Bellevue Shoreline Master Program, in conjunction with existing Bellevue land use

ordinances and Comprehensive Plan policies, shall guide all land use decisions in the Shoreline

Overlay District.

Response: This provision is acknowledged.

7. Any development within the Shoreline Overlay District shall comply with all applicable

Bellevue ordinances, including but not limited to the Bellevue Land Use Code, Sign Code, and

clearing and grading regulations.

Response: Proposed maintenance activities will comply with all applicable City

of Bellevue codes and standards, including LUC 23.76, 20.25H, and 20.25E.

8. The dead storage of watercraft seaward of the ordinary high water mark of the shoreline is

prohibited.

Response: No storage of watercraft is proposed.

9. Where applicable, state and federal standards for the use of herbicides, pesticides and/or

fertilizers shall be met, unless superseded by City of Bellevue ordinances. Use of such substances

in the shoreline critical area and shoreline critical area buffer shall comply with the City’s

“Environmental Best Management Practices.”
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Response: The proposed maintenance activities do not include the use of

herbicides, pesticides, or fertilizers.

10. Adequate storm drainage and sewer facilities must be operational prior to construction of

new development within the Shoreline Overlay District. Storm drainage facilities shall be

separated from sewage disposal systems.

Response: No new development is proposed. The project involves maintenance

of an existing sewer line.

U. Utilities Regulations.

1. Compatible utilities shall be consolidated within a single right-of-way. After construction, all

areas shall be restored to their pre-project configuration, replanted with suitable vegetation, and

provided maintenance until newly planted vegetation is established.

Response: No new utilities are proposed. All work will involve the maintenance

of an existing sewer line.

2. Utilities proposed or located in the shoreline critical area and shoreline critical area buffer

shall comply with the requirements of LUC 20.25H.055.

Response: Proposed utility maintenance activities will comply with LUC

20.25H.055, as demonstrated by this narrative.

Shoreline Exemption

Certain activities within shoreline jurisdiction are exempt from obtaining a Shoreline

Substantial Development Permit. LUC 20.25E.050 outlines the specific activities that are

considered exempt. The proposed lake line maintenance project complies with LUC

20.25E.050.B (derived from WAC 173-27-040.2.b), which is presented below:

Normal maintenance or repair of existing structures or developments, including damage by

accident, fire or elements. “Normal maintenance” includes those usual acts to prevent a

decline, lapse, or cessation from a lawfully established condition; “normal repair” means to

restore a development to a state comparable to its original condition within a reasonable

period after decay or partial destruction except where repair involves total replacement

which is not common practice or causes substantial adverse effects to the Shoreline Overlay

District resource or environment.

The proposed project involves the collection of samples of the existing sewer lake line

within and adjacent to Lake Washington. Samples are required in order to establish the

condition of the pipe, which will form the basis for future rehabilitation or replacement

of the sewer line. Therefore, proposed activities are an initial step in a plan to restore the
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sewer line to a state comparable to its original condition; thus complying with the

criteria established above.

Summary

In summary, the proposed sewer lake line maintenance project is an allowed activity

within the shoreline critical area and critical area buffer and structure setback. The

project also complies with all required critical area and shoreline performance

standards. In addition, the proposed project complies with shoreline exemption criteria,

and therefore should not be subject to the need for a Shoreline Substantial Development

Permit.

Sincerely,

Kenny Booth, AICP

Senior Planner


