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I. Proposal Description  

The applicant is requesting a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit and a Critical 

Areas Land Use Permit in order to construct a fish viewing platform adjacent to Kelsey 

Creek a Type F stream.  The project includes a series of small steps, a small viewing 

platform, and the installation of native plants in the surrounding area.  The objective of 

the project is to provided access to Bellevue’s stream Team volunteers to monitor 

spawning salmon and peamouth fish and other wildlife while minimizing the 

disturbance adjacent to the stream and minimize erosion.   

 

The use is an allowed use per Land Use Code 20.25H.055 as a Public Use Structure.   

A Critical Areas Permits is required because the work is located in a critical area.  The 

site is also located with the Shoreline Overlay District and a Shoreline Substantial 

Development Permit is required per LUC 20.25E.040.     

 

II. Site Description and Land Use Context, Zoning and Critical Areas 

 

A. Site Description 

The site is located adjacent to Kelsey Creek and 121 Ave SE.  The area is 

undeveloped with structures and no active use other than open space is occurring in 

the immediate vicinity.  The street, 121st Ave SE, is the entrance to Woodridge, a 

single family residential neighborhood.  

 
 Figure 1: Kelsey Creek (City of Bellevue aerial photo 2009) 
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B. Zoning 

The site is zoned R-2.5, a single family zoning district and is also located within the 

Shoreline Overlay District per LUC 20.25E and the Critical Areas Overlay District per 

LUC 20.25H. 

 

C. Critical Areas Functions and Values  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Kelsey Creek Fish Viewing Platform Project Site 
 

i. Shorelines 
Shorelines provide a wide variety of functions related to aquatic and riparian 

habitat, flood control and water quality, economic resources, and recreation, 

among others. Each function is a product of physical, chemical, and biological 

processes at work within the overall landscape. In lakes, these processes take 

place within an integrated system (ecosystem) of coupled aquatic and riparian 

habitats. Hence, it is important to have an ecosystem approach which incorporates 
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an understanding of shoreline functions and values.  

 

ii. Wetlands, Streams and Riparian Areas 
A healthy aquatic environment relies on processes sustained by dynamic 

interaction between the wetland, stream and the adjacent vegetated riparian area.  

Riparian vegetation in floodplains and along stream banks provides a buffer to help 

mitigate the impacts of urbanization.  Health riparian zones support healthy stream 

and wetlands. 

 

Riparian vegetation, particularly forested riparian areas, affect water temperature 

by providing shade to reduce solar exposure and regulate high ambient air 

temperatures, slowing or preventing increases in water temperature.  Upland and 

wetland riparian areas retain sediments, nutrients, pesticides, pathogens, and 

other pollutants that may be present in runoff, protecting water quality in streams.  

The roots of riparian plants also hold soil and prevent erosion and sedimentation 

that may affect spawning success or other behaviors, such as feeding. 

 

Both upland and wetland riparian areas reduce the effects of flood flows. Riparian 

areas and wetlands reduce and desynchronize peak crests and flow rates of 

floods. Uplands and wetlands allow water to infiltrate, which is released later as 

stream baseflow. 

 

Stream riparian areas can be a significant factor in determining the quality of 

wildlife habitat.  For example, buffers comprised of native vegetation with multi- 

canopy structure, snags, and down logs provide habitat for the greatest range of 

wildlife species.  Vegetated riparian areas also provide a source of large woody 

debris that helps create and maintain diverse in-stream habitat, as well as create 

woody debris jams that store sediments and moderate flood velocities. 

 

Wetlands provide important functions and values for both the human and biological 

environment—these functions include flood control, water quality improvement, 

and nutrient production.  These “functions and values” to both the environment and 

the citizens of Bellevue depend on their size and location within a basin, as well as 

their diversity and quality. While Bellevue’s wetlands provides various beneficial 

functions, not all wetlands perform all functions, nor do they perform all functions 

equally well.  However, the combined effect of functional processes of wetlands 

within basins provides benefits to both natural and human environments. For 

example, wetlands provide significant stormwater control, even if they are 

degraded and comprise only a small percentage of area within a basin. 

 

iii. Habitat Associated with Species of Local Importance 
Urbanization, the increase in human settlement density and intensification of land 

use, has a profound and lasting effect on the natural environment and wildlife 

habitat and is a major cause of local, native species extinctions.  Cities tend to be 
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located along rivers, on coastlines, or near large bodies of water.  The associated 

floodplains and riparian systems make up a relatively small percentage of land 

cover, yet provide habitat for rich wildlife communities, which in turn provide a 

source for urban habitat patches or reserves. Consequently, urban areas can 

support rich wildlife communities.  In fact, species richness peaks for some groups, 

including songbirds, at an intermediate level of development.  Protected wild areas 

alone cannot be depended on to conserve wildlife species. Impacts from 

catastrophic events, environmental changes, and evolutionary processes (genetic 

drift, inbreeding, colonization) can be magnified when a taxonomic group or unit is 

confined to a specific area, and no one area or group of areas is likely to support 

the biological processes necessary to maintain biodiversity over a range of 

geographic scales. As well, typological approaches to taxonomy or the use of 

indicators present the risk that evolutionary potential will be lost when depending 

on reserves for preservation.  Therefore, urban habitat, especially along shorelines 

and riparian zones, is vital in the process of wildlife conservation in the U.S.  

 
III. Consistency with Land Use Code Requirements: 

 

A. Zoning District Dimensional Requirements: 

The site is located in the R-2.5 land use zoning district.  There are no structures 

proposed to be installed or removed as part of the proposed project, therefore the 

dimensional requirements of the land use district do not apply. 

 

iv. Shoreline Master Program Requirements LUC 20.25E: 

i. General Regulations Applicable to All Land Use Districts and Activities 
LUC 20.25E.080.B 

a. Where applicable, all federal and state water quality and effluent 
standards shall be met. 

The project will comply with all state and federal standards as applicable.   

b. If a property extends into the Shoreline Overlay District, the 
Shoreline Master Program Policies and these use regulations shall 
apply only to that portion of the property lying within the Shoreline 
Overlay District. 

The entire project is within 200 feet from Kelsey Creek and therefore, is entirely 
within the Shoreline Overlay District. 

c. All development within the Shoreline Overlay District shall be 
accompanied by a plan indicating methods of preserving shoreline 
vegetation and for control of erosion during and following 
construction in accordance with Part 20.25H LUC, City of Bellevue 
Clearing and Grading regulations, Chapter 23.76 BCC, and the 
Comprehensive Plan.  

No vegetation is proposed for removal.  A restoration plan is included in the 
application,  
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d. Maximum height limitation for any proposed structure within the 
Shoreline Overlay District shall be 35 feet, except in land use 
districts with more restrictive height limitations. The method of 
measuring the maximum height is described in WAC 173-14-030(6). 
Variances to this height limitation may be granted pursuant to Part 
20.30H LUC. 

No structures are proposed for development. 

e. The Bellevue Shoreline Master Program, in conjunction with 
existing Bellevue land use ordinances and Comprehensive Plan 
policies, shall guide all land use decisions in the Shoreline Overlay 
District. 

The proposal is in conformance with the City’s Master Program and applicable 
ordinances and policies.  See decision criteria for further analysis.  

 
f. Any development within the Shoreline Overlay District shall comply 

with all applicable Bellevue ordinances, including but not limited to 
the Bellevue Land Use Code, Sign Code, and clearing and grading 
regulations. 

The proposal will be required to obtain a clearing and grading permit where the 
final Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will be reviewed for 
compliance with the clearing and grading regulations.  Approval and permit 
issuance will be verification of compliance with applicable regulations.   

g. The dead storage of watercraft seaward of the ordinary high water 
mark of the shoreline is prohibited. 

No dead storage of watercraft is proposed. 

h. Where applicable, state and federal standards for the use of 
herbicides, pesticides and/or fertilizers shall be met, unless 
superseded by City of Bellevue ordinances. Use of such 
substances in the shoreline critical area and shoreline critical area 
buffer shall comply with the City’s “Environmental Best 
Management Practices.” 

No herbicides, pesticides and/or fertilizers are proposed for use. 

i. Adequate storm drainage and sewer facilities must be operational 
prior to construction of new development within the Shoreline 
Overlay District. Storm drainage facilities shall be separated from 
sewage disposal systems. 

No new development requiring storm or sewer drainage facilities is proposed. 
 
v. Critical Areas Overlay Requirements LUC 20.25H: 

 

New and Expanded Uses or Development. As used in this section, “facilities and 
systems” is a general term that encompasses all structures and improvements 
associated with the allowed uses and development described in the table in 
subsection B of this section: 
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a.    New or expanded facilities and systems are allowed within the critical 
area or critical area buffer only where no technically feasible alternative with 
less impact on the critical area or critical area buffer exists. A determination 
of technically feasible alternatives will consider: 

i. The location of existing infrastructure; 
ii. The function or objective of the proposed new or expanded facility or 

system; 
iii. Demonstration that no alternative location or configuration outside of the 

critical area or critical area buffer achieves the stated function or 
objective, including construction of new or expanded facilities or systems 
outside of the critical area;  

iv. Whether the cost of avoiding disturbance is substantially disproportionate 
as compared to the environmental impact of proposed disturbance; and 

v. The ability of both permanent and temporary disturbance to be mitigated. 
b.    If the applicant demonstrates that no technically feasible alternative with 
less impact on the critical area or critical area buffer exists, then the 
applicant shall comply with the following: 

i.    Location and design shall result in the least impacts on the critical area or 
critical area buffer;  
ii.    Disturbance of the critical area and critical area buffer, including 
disturbance of vegetation and soils, shall be minimized; 
iii.    Disturbance shall not occur in habitat used for salmonid rearing or 
spawning or by any species of local importance unless no other technically 
feasible location exists;  
i. Any crossing over of a wetland or stream shall be designed to minimize 
critical area and critical area buffer coverage and critical area and critical area 
buffer disturbance, for example by use of bridge, boring, or open cut and 
perpendicular crossings, and shall be the minimum width necessary to 
accommodate the intended function or objective; provided, that the Director 
may require that the facility be designed to accommodate additional facilities 
where the likelihood of additional facilities exists, and one consolidated corridor 
would result in fewer impacts to the critical area or critical area buffer than 
multiple intrusions into the critical area or critical area buffer; 
ii. All work shall be consistent with applicable City of Bellevue codes and 
standards;  
iii. The facility or system shall not have a significant adverse impact on 
overall aquatic area flow peaks, duration or volume or flood storage capacity, 
or hydroperiod;  
iv. Associated parking and other support functions, including, for example, 
mechanical equipment and maintenance sheds, must be located outside critical 
area or critical area buffer except where no feasible alternative exists; and 
viii.    Areas of new permanent disturbance and all areas of temporary 
disturbance shall be mitigated and/or restored pursuant to a mitigation and 
restoration plan meeting the requirements of LUC 20.25H.210. 
 

The proposed use is an allowed use per LUC 20.25H.055.  Allowed uses are 

required to comply with the feasibility analysis.  The applicant has submitted a 

Critical Areas Report and Habitat Assessment Report (see Attachment 2).  The 

report demonstrates compliance with the standards found in this section of the 

Critical Areas overlay district.  No other alternative with less impact is available 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/bellevue/LUC/BellevueLUC2025H.html#20.25H.210
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to meet the project objectives.  The project has been designed to minimize 

impacts to critical area functions.  A letter from the City’s hydraulic engineer is 

provided in Attachment 2 and attests that the proposal will not have a 

significant impact on aquatic flow peaks, duration or volume or flood storage 

capacity.   

 

Performance standards for habitat associated with species of local importance LUC 

20.25H.165 Critical areas report – Additional provisions.   

 

In addition to the general critical areas report requirements of LUC 20.25H.230, critical areas 

reports to modify the performance standards for habitat for species of local importance must 

meet the requirements of this section. 

 

A.    Habitat Assessment. 
A habitat assessment is an investigation of the site to evaluate the potential presence or 
absence of designated species of local importance or habitat for species of local 
importance. A critical areas report for habitat for species of local importance shall 
contain an assessment of habitats including the following site- and proposal-related 
information at a minimum: 
1.    Detailed description of vegetation on and adjacent to the site; 
2.    Identification of any species of local importance that have a primary association with 
habitat on or adjacent to the site, and assessment of potential project impacts to the use 
of the site by the species; 
3.    A discussion of any federal, state, or local special management recommendations, 
including Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife habitat management 
recommendations, that have been developed for species or habitats located on or 
adjacent to the site; 
4.    A detailed discussion of the direct and indirect potential impacts on habitat by the 
project, including potential impacts to water quality;  
5.    A discussion of measures, including avoidance, minimization, and mitigation, 
proposed to preserve existing habitats and restore any habitat that was degraded prior 
to the current proposed use or activity and to be conducted in accordance with the 
mitigation sequence set forth in LUC 20.25H.215; and 
6.    A discussion of ongoing management practices that will protect habitat after the site 
has been developed, including proposed monitoring and maintenance programs.  

 
The applicant has submitted to the City a Habitat Assessment report (see Attachment 
2).  The report meets the standards required by this section and discusses the projects 
direct and indirect impacts to habitat.  An effects determination is also included in the 
analysis and the City concurs with the finding that the project is is Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect (NLAA) listed species or habitat associated with species of local 
importance.   
 

IV. Public Notice and Comment 

 

Application Date: April 12, 2013 

Public Notice (500 feet):  May 16, 2013 

Minimum Comment Period: June 17, 2013 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/bellevue/LUC/BellevueLUC2025H.html#20.25H.230
http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/bellevue/LUC/BellevueLUC2025H.html#20.25H.215
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The Notice of Application for this project was published in the City of Bellevue weekly 

permit bulletin on May 16, 2013.  It was mailed to property owners within 500 feet of 

the project site.  One email commenting on the proposal was received as of the writing 

of this staff report. 

 

An email dated June 17, 2013 from Karen Walter with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe 

Fisheries Division included the following comment: 

 

Will this project remove any of the existing trees shown on the existing conditions 

sheet.  It looks like there are some trees that will be removed that are within 200 feet 

of Kelsey Creek and at least 4 inches in diameter (DBH).  If so, we recommend that 

these trees be placed back into Kelsey Creek as partial mitigation for their removal. 

This action is need to mitigated for the temporal loss to future wood recruitment that 

occurs from the tree removal and the time lag for planted trees to reach the same 

size as those removed.  Further, it appears that only one tree will be planted in the 

replanting area; therefore, there may be a permanent loss of riparian trees as a 

result of this project.  

  

Response:  The project does not include the removal of any trees and does include the 

installation of native vegetation in the vicinity of the proposed project.  See the 

proposed restoration plant in Attachment 4. 

 

V. Summary of Technical Reviews 

 

Clearing and Grading: 

The Clearing and Grading Division of the Development Services Department has 

reviewed the proposed development for compliance with Clearing and Grading codes 

and standards.  The Clearing and Grading staff found no issues with the proposed 

development. 

 

VI. State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

 

The environmental review indicates no probability of significant adverse environmental 

impacts occurring as a result of the proposal.  The Environmental Checklist submitted 

with the application adequately discloses expected environmental impacts associated 

with the project. The City codes and requirements, including the Clear and Grade 

Code, Utility Code, Land Use Code, Noise Ordinance, Building Code and other 

construction codes are expected to mitigate potential environmental impacts. 

Therefore, issuance of a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) is the appropriate 

threshold determination under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

requirements.  

 

A. Earth and Water 

The proposed work is located behind an existing culvert wing wall.  An informal path 
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has created exposed soils with the potential for erosion and siltation in the stream 

corridor.  All proposed work will be in accordance with City of Bellevue Clearing  & 

Grading Code (LUC 23.76), Clearing & Grading Erosion Control Standard Details (EC-

1 through EC-23), Development Standards, Land Use Code, permit conditions, and all 

other applicable codes, ordinances, and standards. See Section IX for a related 

condition of approval. 

 

vi. Animals 

Adult and juvenile chinook salmon and steelhead trout (listed as Threatened under the 

Federal Endangered Species Act) migrate through Lake Washington and into Kelsey 

Creek. Adults migrate upstream to reach spawning grounds; juveniles migrate 

downstream from their natal streams to reach the ocean. Lake Washington also 

contains coho salmon (Species of Concern under the Federal Endangered Species 

Act). Lake Washington potentially contains bull trout, a salmonid listed as Threatened 

under the Federal Endangered Species Act.  The nearest nesting bald eagle pair, a 

State Threatened species, is located more than one mile from the site.  

 

The proposed project includes several features that will enhance wildlife habitat 

through the installation of native vegetation and stabilization of eroding soils. Further, 

all work will occur within the construction window established by state and federal 

agencies to minimize or avoid impacts to fish and wildlife. 

 

vii. Plants 

No plants are proposed for removal  and native plants are proposed to be installed 

adjacent to the viewing platform and steps.   

 

viii. Noise 

The site is in the vicinity of single-family residences whose residents are most 

sensitive to disturbance from noise during evening, late night and weekend hours 

when they are likely to be at home. Construction noise will be limited by the City’s 

Noise Ordinance (Chapter 9.18 BCC) which regulates construction hours and noise 

levels. See Section IX for a related condition of approval. 

 

VII. Decision Criteria 

 

A. Shoreline Substantial Development Permit Decision Criteria 20.30R 

The Director of Planning and Community Development may approve or approve with 

modifications if: 

 
1. The applicant has carried the burden of proof and produced evidence 
sufficient to support the conclusion that the application merits approval or 
approval with modifications; and 
 
Finding:  The applicant has submitted a complete proposal and documentation to 
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support their request to construct a fish viewing platform adjacent to Kelsey Creek. 

 
2. The applicant has demonstrated that the proposal complies with the 
applicable decision criteria of the Bellevue City Code; and 
 
Finding:  The applicant has demonstrated compliance with City codes.  See 

discussion in Section III for further information.  

 
3. The applicant has demonstrated that the proposal is consistent with the 

policies and procedures of the Shoreline Management Act and the provisions 
of Chapter 173-14 WAC and the Master Program. 

 

Finding:  The proposal is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan Policies that make 

up the city’s Shoreline Master Program.  The project is consistent with the following 

specific Master Program policies: 

 

POLICY SH-13. Protect and improve wildlife and aquatic habitats, particularly 
spawning waters. 
POLICY SH-17. Protect and restore shoreline areas which have historical, cultural, 
educational, or scientific value. 
POLICY SH-23. Emphasize public access with foot, bicycle, and handicap paths to 
and along the water’s edge. 
POLICY SH-25. Provisions of public access should be consistent with public 
safety, 
private property rights, and protection of environmentally sensitive areas.  
POLICY SH-27. Preserve and enhance views of shoreline and water from public 
areas. 

 
B. Critical Areas Land Use Permit Decision Criteria 20.30P 

The Director may approve or approve with modifications an application for a critical 

areas land use permit if: 

 

1. The proposal obtains all other permits required by the Land Use Code;  

 

Finding:  The proposal is required to obtain a clearing and grading permit to perform 

the proposed activity.  At this time the city will review all final sediment control and 

water quality protection plans.  The city will require that all other state and federal 

approvals (as applicable) have been obtained before the clearing and grading permit is 

issued. 

 

2. The proposal utilizes to the maximum extent possible the best available 

construction, design and development techniques which result in the least 

impact on the critical area and critical area buffer; 

 

Finding:  The small, 4 by 4 foot platform, will be constructed along the southern 

culvert wing wall for closer , but separated, viewing of the stream.  The platform will be 
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anchored into the wing wall and a minimal foundation system will be used to support 

the riparian side of the platform.  No additional grading is proposed and all site work 

will be located behind or above the culvert walls and top within the fill material of the 

culvert.  Construction access measure will include the installation of temporary fencing 

around the project area, installation of a coir log along the culvert wing wall extending 

out beyond disturbance areas to prevent erosion and run off from entering the stream.  

Exposed soils will be tarped during construction and materials will be stage adjacent to 

the sidewalk as far as feasible away from the stream channel.  Construction is 

anticipated to last only a short period (less than a week).  

 

3. The proposal incorporates the performance standards of Part 20.25H to the 

maximum extent applicable, and ; 

 

Finding:  The applicant has demonstrated compliance with the applicable 

performance standard as discussed in Section III. 

 

4. The proposal will be served by adequate public facilities including street, fire 

protection, and utilities; and; 

 

Finding:  The property is currently served by adequate public facilities.  The proposal 

will not change the need for public facilities in the area. 

 

5. The proposal includes a mitigation or restoration plan consistent with the 

requirements of LUC Section 20.25H.210; and  

 

Finding:  The proposed project includes a restoration and enhancement plan to install 

native vegetation surrounding the fish viewing platform in a degraded buffer adjacent 

to Kelsey Creek.   

 

6. The proposal complies with other applicable requirements of this code. 

 

Finding:  As discussed in Section III of this report, the proposal complies with all other 

applicable requirements of the Land Use Code.  

 

 

VIII. Conclusion and Decision 

After conducting the various administrative reviews associated with this proposal, 

including Land Use Code consistency, SEPA, City Code and Standard compliance 

reviews, the Director of the Development Services Department does hereby approve 

with conditions the proposal to construct a fish viewing platform adjacent to Kelsey 

Creek.  Revision to of this approval shall be in accordance with LUC 20.30R.190. 

 

Note- Expiration of Approval: In accordance with LUC 20.30R.175, a Shoreline 

Substantial Development Permit automatically expires and is void if the applicant fails 
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to file for a clearing and grading permit and fails to make substantial progress towards 

completion of the project within two years of the effective date of the Shoreline 

Substantial Development Permit unless the applicant has received an extension for the 

Shoreline Substantial Development Permit pursuant to LUC 20.30R.180. 

 

The Critical Areas Land Use Permit shall expire and become void if the applicant fails 

to file for necessary development permits within two years in accordance with LUC 

20.25P.150.   

 
 
IX. Conditions of Approval 

 

The applicant shall comply with all applicable Bellevue City Codes and Ordinances 

including but not limited to: 

 

Applicable Ordinances Contact Person 

Clearing and Grading Code- BCC 23.76 Savina Uzunow, 425-452-7860 

Land Use Code- BCC 20.25H Heidi Bedwell, 425-452-4862 

Noise Control- BCC 9.18 Heidi Bedwell, 425-452-4862 

 

The following conditions are imposed under the Bellevue City Code or SEPA authority 

referenced: 

 

1. State and Federal Permits Required:  Prior to the issuance of the required 
clearing and grading permit, the applicant shall produce evidence of receipt of 
required state and/or  federal permits as necessary.  
 

Authority: Land Use Code 20.30R.155 

Reviewer: Heidi Bedwell, Land Use 

 

2. Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan: To ensure federal and 

state water quality and effluent standards are met, and to comply with the provision of 

Chapter 23.76 BCC, a Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan is required 

to be submitted for review and approval as part of the clearing and grading permit. 

 

Authority: Bellevue City Code 23.76 

Reviewer: Savina Uzunow, Clearing & Grading 

 

5. Allowed In-Water Work Windows: To protect habitat associated with migrating 
anadromous fish within Lake Washington, the work approved by this permit 
shall only be allowed to occur between the following dates: 

 July 16 - July 31 and 

 November 16 - December 31 

Any deviation from this approved schedule must be approved in writing from the 
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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

Authority: Land Use Code 20.25H.160 

Reviewer: Heidi Bedwell, Land Use 

 

6. Noise Control: Noise related to construction is exempt from the provisions of BCC 

9.18 between the hours of 7 am to 6 pm Monday through Friday and 9 am to 6 pm on 

Saturdays, except for Federal holidays and as further defined by the Bellevue City 

Code. Noise emanating from construction is prohibited on Sundays or legal holidays 

unless expanded hours of operation are specifically authorized in advance.  Requests 

for construction hour extension must be done in advance with submittal of a 

construction noise expanded exempt hours permit. 

 

Authority:  Bellevue City Code 9.18 

Reviewer: Heidi Bedwell, Land Use 

 

7. Mitigation Planting and Monitoring Plan:  As mitigation for temporary disturbance 

associated with fish viewing platform.  The monitoring and reporting on performance 

standards should establish a record that instructs subsequent restoration efforts at this 

site. 

 

Authority: Land Use Code 20.25H.255 

Reviewer: Heidi Bedwell, Land Use 
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RE Kelsey Creek fish viewing platform 13-112592-WG and 12-112586-LO Notice of Application
From: Bedwell, Heidi
Sent: Tuesday, June 18, 2013 9:02 AM
To: 'Karen Walter'
Subject: RE: Kelsey Creek fish viewing platform, 13-112592-WG and
12-112586-LO,
Notice of Application

Karen,
Thank you for providing the City of Bellevue with comments on this proposed
project. The comments
will be part of the record and we will consider these as we prepare the staff
decision.

Heidi Bedwell

From: Karen Walter [mailto:KWalter@muckleshoot.nsn.us]
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2013 9:19 AM
To: Bedwell, Heidi
Subject: Kelsey Creek fish viewing platform, 13-112592-WG and 12-112586-LO,
Notice of Application

Heidi,
We have reviewed the Notice of Application materials for the Kelsey Creek Viewing
Platform proposed at
12021 SE 8th Street. Will this project remove any of the existing trees shown on
the existing conditions
sheet. It looks like there are some trees that will be removed that are within
200 feet of Kelsey Creek and
at least 4 inches in diameter (DBH). If so, we recommend that these trees be
placed back into Kelsey
Creek as partial mitigation for their removal. This action is need to mitigated
for the temporal loss to future
wood recruitment that occurs from the tree removal and the time lag for planted
trees to reach the same
size as those removed. Further, it appears that only one tree will be planted in
the replanting area;
therefore, there may be a permanent loss of riparian trees as a result of this
project.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this proposal and look forward to the
City’s responses. Please
let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
Karen Walter
Watersheds and Land Use Team Leader

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Fisheries Division
Habitat Program
39015 172nd Ave SE
Auburn, WA 98092
253-876-3116
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