
Give Kelsey 
Creek a Hand 
on Earth Day!
Earth Day Restoration
Sat., April 21st, 
9:00-11:00 a.m.

Please register to receive location 
details. Contact Stream Team  
by April 16th to sign up at  
425-452-5200 or  
streamteam@bellevuewa.gov. 

Let’s show Kelsey Creek some 
love on Earth Day! We’ll restore 
the stream banks with native 
plants to provide cover for fish 
and wildlife, add stability to the 
stream bank, and protect habitat. 
Last summer, invasive weeds 
were removed and the stream 
channel was enhanced. Now is 
our chance to fill in the blanks 
before the weeds do! You’ll get a 
chance to learn about some great 
native plants and hang out with 
some of the nicest people in town-
other Stream Team volunteers. 

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS:
Bring work gloves and a shovel 
if you have them. Dress for any 
weather – we’ll plant rain or 
shine. Volunteers are also invited 
to attend the City’s Earth Day Arbor 
Day Celebration with a ceremony, 
displays, and activities being held  
at Lewis Creek Park after the 
planting event. 

Help Spot the Spawners!
It’S tIme for PeamoutH Patrol

Peamouth Patrol WorkshoP
Thursday, April 12th, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Bellevue City Hall, room 1E-109
 
Registration greatly appreciated! 
streamteam@bellevuewa.gov  

or 425-452-5200

Volunteers are needed to help monitor Kelsey Creek for native peamouth 
minnows returning to spawn! Thousands of fish arrive in groups every 

spring for only about 24 hours before they head back to Lake Washington. There 
are usually 3-5 individual spawning events between late April and early June. 

Volunteers are asked to attend this 
fun training and then check the 
streams at least twice a week for 15 
minutes through mid-June. We ask 
that you fill out a simple data sheet 
of your observations and call if you 
see fish. In return, volunteers get 
notified when the fish are in town so 
you can enjoy the amazing sight of 
countless fish. You can participate as 
an individual, family, or with friends. 

Peamouth plaster the bottom of the stream with wonderfully sticky little eggs 
that incubate in only a week before the juveniles work their way out to the 
lake. Every part of this life cycle is of interest to local wildlife. Great Blue Heron 
have been seen standing in the stream eating whole peamouth. A bald eagle, 
various ducks, raccoon, and river otter have all been spotted at our most popular 
peamouth watching site. 
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How Will Peamouth 
React to Restoration?

Kelsey Creek was restored 
at our favorite peamouth 

watching site near the Wilburton 
Trestle in the summer of 2011. 
The site has a large two-sided box 
culvert under 121st street. Too 
much water was going through the 
smaller section during low flows 
instead of concentrating in the 
main channel. 

To improve fish passage, the jagged 
rip rap rocks were replaced with 

stream cobble, huge boulders, logs, and root wads. During lower flow, 
more water should now flow through the main channel. This section of 
stream has been the best spawning site for peamouth in Bellevue since 
the Mercer Slough Fish Ladder gave them access to Kelsey Creek in 
2003. It will be interesting to see how they use the new stream channel. 
Join Peamouth Patrol (cover) to help record their reaction!

GivE 
CoAl CrEEk 
A BrAkE
Construction season can be 
frustrating for commuters, but 
streets can be challenging for 
fish and wildlife. The 30 year 
old culvert under Coal Creek 
Parkway is being replaced over 
the next 2 summers. A bridge will 
make more room for stream flow 
and greatly enhance fish and 
wildlife passage. 

Traffic will be tricky in the area 
over the summers of 2012 and 
2013. The popular trailhead 
will also have restricted access. 
However, it will all be worth the 
wait when the flow of water, fish, 
wildlife, and people are restored 
below the busy street. 

Coal Creek Sculpin

Peamouth eggs 
in Kelsey Creek

1-day old peamouth

Adult Peamouth after spawning.  
    Check out all the eggs 
      between the rocks!



flood talk


Coal Creek Sculpin

Summer Job 
Opportunities 
for Teens 
with Bellevue Parks

Need a summer job? Bellevue Parks 
is hiring teens for the Well KEPT 

Program (Kids Environmental Project 
Training). The program is designed to 
provide Bellevue youth with environmental 
education experience, develop practical job 
skills, and learn the foundations of park 
resource management. Well KEPT crews 
work on projects like trail construction 
and forest and wetland enhancement. The 
program is offered by Bellevue Parks and 
managed by the Natural Resource Division 
of the Parks Department.

Eligible Well KEPT Trainee applicants 
live in Bellevue, are enrolled in high 
school, and are between 14 and 18 years 
old. In addition, applicants must possess 
enthusiasm for working outdoors and 
should have an interest in learning about 
the environment and park management 
activities. No prior work experience is 
required, as the position is intended to be a 
learning experience. For more information 
about the program, please contact 
Alexandra DySard, 425-452-4195, or by 
email at ADySard@bellevuewa.gov. 

Check out myths about flooding in Western 
Washington below and more great information  
from USGS at http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2011/3146

MYTH:  A “100-year” flood only happens once 
every 100 years on average somewhere in 
western Washington.

FACT:  A “100-year” flood happens 
about once every 4 ½ years on  
at least one western Washington  
river draining to Puget Sound.

MYTH: Flooding occurs randomly in time 
and location across western Washington.

FACT:  Floods cluster in 
time and location.

 
MYTH: Rain-on-snow and wet soils are 
required to cause severe flooding.

FACT: Rainfall INTENSITY and 
DURATION are responsible for  
ALL major floods in western 
            Washington regardless of  
                           conditions prior  
                             to the event.



What can I do for Puget Sound? 
Spring is the perfect time of year to commit to making choices 

at home that protect Puget Sound. Stormwater pollution has 
an impact on our local streams, lakes, and wetlands as well as 
Puget Sound. How many ways can you save Puget Sound?

  ThE bASICS:
•	 Wash your car at a commercial car wash 

because the dirty water is treated.

•	 build healthy soil with compost to reduce 
your need for pesticides and fertilizers. 

•	 Scoop dog poop, bag it, and place it in the trash. 

NExT STEPS:
Pressure Washing? 
Pressure washing can send a flood of chemicals and debris into our water 
bodies. The water also heats up as it flows over hot concrete surfaces. Warm 
water holds less oxygen, further stressing aquatic life while stream levels are 
already low and temperatures warm in the summer.
 

Sweep first.

Redirect the dirty water away from storm drains and into  
your yard by using sand bags or some other diversion.

Use plain water, never hot or soapy water.

MAy is Puget Sound Starts Here Month!

Join us on 
Puget Sound Starts 
here (PSSh) Night  
at Safeco Field on 
Saturday, May 5th 
as the Seattle Mariners take 
on the Minnesota Twins. 

Receive a FREE Seattle 
Mariners Puget Sound 
Starts Here t-shirt 
when purchasing 
tickets through 
this special 
online offer! 
It’s also Salute 
to Kids Night! 
All kids 14 & under 
will receive a Dustin Ackley 
T-Shirt upon entering the 
ballpark. 

Visit www.mariners.com/
pugetsound and use the 
password: ‘salmon’ to buy 
your discount tickets 
    
   * $11 View Reserved  
      (normally $25) 
   * $33 Field Level  
      (normally $40) 

PURCHASE DEADLINE: 
Friday, May 4th at Noon. 
To redeem your t-shirt, 
present your ticket stub 
from this special offer at 
the tables on the concourse 
outside Section 314 by the 
fourth inning.

» 
» 
» 



MAy is Puget Sound Starts Here Month!

bELLEVUE FACTS
122,363 residents

32 square miles

30,000 storm drains

64 miles of open streams

28,234 dogs  
(that create an estimated 4.5 tons  
of poop per day)

100,000 cars

Cleaning Your Roof? 
The chemicals used to treat the moss on your roof are not good  
for our streams, lakes, and wetlands. If you can redirect your  
downspouts until after it rains several times, you can prevent  
those chemicals from reaching our streams. Get a downspout 
extension at a hardware store to direct the water into your  
landscaping and away from your foundation.

 

Car Leaking? 
Vehicle leaks are a pollution problem in our streams, lakes, and Puget Sound.  
Oil doesn’t dissolve in water, which means it sticks around for a long time.  
It’s toxic to people, wildlife, and plants. Contain leaks that you know about  
until you can get your car fixed. Not sure if you have a leak? Put a piece of  
cardboard under your car and check for drips.

Live in an Apartment or Condo?
The City of Bellevue has marked several hundred storm drains at Bellevue  
businesses with the message, “Don’t Pollute, Drains to Stream” and the  
opportunity is now available for multi-family residences.

Contact the City at utilities@bellevuewa.gov or 425-452-6932 to have your 
storm drains marked to raise awareness that whatever goes into a storm drain  
flows into nearby streams, lakes, and wetlands without going to a sewage treatment facility. 
The City must get written permission from property owners or Home Owner Associations before marking the drains. 
Program funding is provided by a grant from the King Conservation District. There is no cost to participate. 

“UNLESS someone 
like you cares a 
whole awful lot, 
nothing is going to 
get better. It’s not.”  

 - Dr. Seuss, The Lorax





Spring Natural Yard Care Classes
Before you tackle the yard this spring, join us for... 

Spring into spring  
with some of Puget Sound’s 
most notable natural yard 
care experts. Learn how 
easy and rewarding  
natural yard care can be.  
The workshops are

fun, 
informative, 

and FREE!

 Start Right: Design & Soil 
Tuesday, April 17, 7-9 pm
Beautiful landscapes start with good design. Landscape architect Doug Rice will introduce 
you to the natural garden and share professional advice and resources. Lisa Taylor of Seattle 
Tilth will also discuss the importance of growing healthy soil. Learn how to improve your yard’s 
soil—and grow more attractive, robust plants—by mulching and composting.

 Spring Yard Care
Tuesday, April 24, 7-9 pm
Ladd Smith from In Harmony will help you get your lawn and garden back in shape after the  
long winter. He provides timely tips on plant and lawn care, including proper fertilizing, watering, 
and mulch mowing. Learn his secrets for dealing with weed, moss, and mole problems. Take away 
ideas for lawn alternatives, managing storm water, and other natural ways to grow a beautiful, 
healthy yard.

 Plants to Know & Grow
Tuesday, May 1, 7-9 pm
Horticulturalist Peggy Campbell will share her favorite plant picks through a colorful  
presentation and in class plant display.  She’ll teach you how to choose striking plants that will 
thrive in your yard’s soil and sun conditions. Learn how to give your plants a good start. Take home  
inspiration and plant resources you can use to grow your own natural garden this spring. 

 Edibles, Weeds & Pest Control
Tuesday, May 8, 7-9 pm
Edibles are a perfect fit for any natural yard but they do need special care. Landscape designer 
Emily Bishton will help you find the right site for your edibles, choose plants that are well-suited 
for our climate, and grow them successfully. Take home design and organic care tips, including 
crop rotation, attracting beneficial insects and pollinators, and other natural pest, weed, and 
disease control strategies that can be applied throughout your yard.  

 

These workshops are brought to you by:These workshops are brought to you by:

C
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 Win free Natural Yard Care products! 

At each workshop we will randomly draw from the names of everyone present for great 
natural yard care items featured during the programs. Earn an entry at every workshop 
you attend for the final drawing for a natural yard care consultation!  
(Must be present to win.)



Join Us For 
Earth Day!
Saturday, April 21 
9:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Bellevue Utilities
Stream Team Program
PO Box 90012
Bellevue, WA 98009-9012

streamteam@bellevuewa.gov
425-452-5200

If you are no longer interested  
in receiving Stream Team  
mail, please call or email the  
contact information above. 
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