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Vision for new waterfront park 
comes into focus

Residents have a chance to consider two alternatives for transforming 
a quarter-mile stretch of shoreline between Meydenbauer Beach Park and 
the Bellevue Marina into a 10-acre park with pedestrian connections to the 
surrounding neighborhood.

Over the past two years, the city has been working with a citizen 
steering committee to develop a plan not only for the creation of a new park, 
but also for the addition of walkways and terraces linking the neighborhood 
and the park.

Top commercial recyclers honored
The City Council has honored 

two Bellevue businesses and a 
local school for their outstanding 
recycling efforts.

Honored in May, the top 
business recyclers in their class for 
2008 are ICOM Inc., Bellevue 
Healthcare and Forest Ridge School 
of the Sacred Heart. In addition to 
recognition from the city and Allied 

Waste, which handles garbage and recycling for Bellevue, each business will 
receive a month of free garbage service.

In the small business category, ICOM is recycling 96 percent of its 
waste. ICOM’s product line includes communications equipment for the 
marine, avionics and land industries, including equipment for police, fire 
and military uses. ICOM has recycling containers at every desk and runs 
recycling articles in its employee newsletters. Bellevue Healthcare, which 
sells, rents and services home medical equipment, won in the medium size 
category with an 80 percent recycling rate. The company provides easy access 
to recycling bins in its building and “closes the loop” by purchasing office 
supplies made from recycled content.

Forest Ridge School, a Catholic school for girls in grades 5-12, won in 
the large business category, with a recycling rate of 87 percent. In addition to 
recycling, the school reduces paper usage by completing lessons electronically 
and using online media.

Forest Ridge has also become a fully recognized King County Green 
School, with a Green Committee of faculty and staff and a Green Team 
of students. Together they started a food waste composting program and 
purchase compostable ware for the dining hall and kitchen. The school cut its 
garbage collection frequency in half and doubled its recycling collection.

The commercial recycling program is available at no additional charge 
to Allied Waste commercial garbage customers. The program allows all 
recyclables to be combined in the same recycling container.

Allied Waste and Bellevue began the Commercial Recycling Awards 
as a way to recognize businesses that go above and beyond in their recycling 
efforts and to promote the commercial recycling program. If businesses 
would like to learn more about recycling, they should contact Allied Waste at 
425-646-2492.

For details about garbage and recycling services for businesses in 
Bellevue, please go to http://bellevuewa.gov/recycling-garbage-businesses.
htm.

Now pay your utilities bill by phone
Utilities customers can now 

access account information by 
phone any time day or night. 
Through MyUtilityBill By Phone, 

it’s easy to retrieve bill and payment history or pay a bill by phone. Just call 
425-452-6979 and have your account number and MasterCard or Visa card 
ready.

To improve customer service, the city implemented online bill payment 
in 2008 and is following up with a new interactive voice response system. 
Customers now have a variety of ways to access information and make 
payments.

Customer service representatives are still available at 452-6973 between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Renderings of the “action” alternatives depict possible options for the grand entrance 
to the new park, at Main Street and 100th Avenue Northeast.

Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Kelly Cruden and Eugene Schmidt of the Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart 

The draft environmental impact statement for the plan was published 
on June 4, and public comment will be accepted until July 20. A public 
hearing will be June 23 at 6 p.m. in City Hall, 450 110th Ave. NE.

As early as 1987, the city identified the need for more public waterfront 
access and use, and targeted Meydenbauer Bay as an attractive destination 
for a wide range of users. Over the last 15 years, the city has acquired 12 
properties in the area, totaling nearly 10 acres.

Both park alternatives assessed in the draft EIS would feature a 
community building, a swimming beach, an underground parking garage, a 
public pier or water walk, moorage for about 50 boats (including long-term 
and day-use) and at least 800 feet of restored shoreline.

One alternative calls for an environmental education center (with a 
smaller community building), a terraced garden pathway and 106 parking 
spaces. The second alternative allows for more recreational uses, with a 
plaza at the corner of Main Street and 100th Avenue Southeast, an elevated 
viewing platform and floating boardwalk, 156 parking spaces, a café and 
space for vendor kiosks.

To make it easier for people downtown to walk to the park, the land 
use plan calls for mid-block walkways, plazas and terraces available to the 
public in the block east of the park and improved pedestrian amenities on 
the block north of the park. Apartment building owners could incorporate 
these pedestrian amenities when they rebuild. Rezoning would increase 
development potential to approximately 60 units per acre. Current height 
limits would remain.

The land use and park alternatives envision the closure of 100th Avenue 
Southeast to vehicle traffic and incorporating the street right of way into the 
park, creating a significant pedestrian entry. A variant of both alternatives, 
with 100th Avenue Southeast remaining open to vehicle traffic, is also 
undergoing environmental review.

After the draft EIS comment period, the citizen steering committee will 
issue recommendations for the park and land use plan. Its recommendation 
will be included in the final EIS later this year.

After the final EIS is issued, the City Council will approve a plan.
The draft EIS, along with other information about the project, is 

available online at http://www.bellevuewa.gov/meydenbauer_project_intro.
htm. Paper copies of the draft EIS may be purchased for $15 at the Service 
First reception desk at City Hall. Compact discs with the draft EIS in 
electronic format are also available at Service First at no charge.

For more information, contact Mike Bergstrom at mbergstrom@
bellevuewa.gov or 425-452-6866, or Robin Cole at rcole@bellevuewa.gov or 
425-452-6195.




