
Bellevue’s Water Resources 
What is the problem? 

Background What is the solution? 

In the 2006 Water Comprehensive Plan, Bellevue Utilities 
identified that the City of Bellevue will experience a shortfall in 
water storage. Revised estimates now indicate that starting in 
the year 2016 the deficiency will grow to 3.5 million gallons by 
the year 2030. Without addressing this need, development and 
redevelopment projects in the northwest end of the City will be 
constrained. Bellevue will be unable to fully implement long 
range plans important to the continued vitality and quality of life 
for its citizens, visitors, and businesses. 

The City of Bellevue provides water to its 
residents and businesses through an integrated 
system including 27 reservoirs storing 42.5 
million gallons. Reservoirs are located 
throughout three distinct “operating areas” that 
function somewhat independently in terms of 
storage and supply. Connections between 
operating areas can provide supplemental water 
in emergencies but are not designed to do so on 
a continuous basis.    
  
When faced with the need for additional water 
storage, the City considered building a new 
reservoir, adding storage at an existing 
reservoir, expanded conservation measures, and 
transferring water from other areas of the city. 
The siting and construction of a new water 
storage reservoir was the alternative that met 
all of the City’s needs. 
  
The City is currently evaluating potential sites 
for additional water storage capacity. When 
complete, the City anticipates presenting final 
recommendations to the City Council in early 
2014. Project design is projected to begin in the 
spring of 2014, with construction beginning in 
2015 and finishing in late 2016. 
 
Questions?  
Please refer to the City of Bellevue’s online 
calendar  to find dates and times for public 
forums or contact Outreach Project Manager 
Paul Bucich at pbucich@bellevuewa.gov. 

Evaluate potential new reservoir sites 
The City completed an independent engineering 
study in 2010 to assess publicly-owned parcels as 
well as privately owned undeveloped parcels that 
met critical engineering criteria. Beginning in the 
spring of 2013, the City entered a second phase to 
assess developed properties that also meet these 
criteria. This phase is expected to be completed in 
early 2014. 

Add capacity to the system 
A new reservoir will be designed and constructed to 
add necessary new water storage by 2016. The 
anticipated storage deficit is in the City’s West 
Operating Area. 

Engage the community 
The City will present sites that meet critical 
engineering criteria and solicit community input at 
open houses and neighborhood meetings. The City 
is also assembling a Citizen Participation 
Committee to assist in the development of 
community criteria that will also be used to 
determine siting for the new reservoir.  
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