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SEPA Scoping Report 
Bel-Red Corridor Project 

February 2006 
 

Introduction 
During November and December 2005, the City of Bellevue conducted a public and agency 
scoping process under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) for the environmental 
impact statement (EIS) on the proposed long-range land use and transportation vision for 
the Bel-Red Corridor Project. The Bel-Red Corridor Project area is bounded by SR 520 on the 
north, I-405 and 116th Avenue NE on the west, the south side of parcels along Bel-Red Road 
on the south, and 148th Avenue NE on the east. It also includes a small eastern triangle 
bounded by Bel-Red Road, NE 20th Street, and 156th Avenue NE. During the scoping period, 
the City solicited comments from interested individuals, agencies, and organizations. State 
law requires that these comments be considered in developing the EIS alternatives, study 
requirements, and mitigation measures. 
 
This report begins by briefly describing the proposed action. It then summarizes the 
regulations that govern the scoping process and the purpose of the process as defined by 
state statutes and agency guidance. This is followed by a discussion of how the Bel-Red 
Corridor Project SEPA scoping process was conducted with respect to these regulations. 
Numerous comments were received at the public open house and via mail and e-mail 
during the open scoping period. Attachment A contains copies of the written comments 
received and a summary of the comments received at the public open house. 
 

Description of the Proposed Action 
In 2004, the Bellevue City Council adopted a Comprehensive Plan update, as required by 
the Washington State Growth Management Act. The Land Use Element of the updated 
Comprehensive Plan identifies the overall Bel-Red/SR 520 area as one of the City’s four 
major employment centers (along with Downtown Bellevue, Factoria/Eastgate, and the 
116th/Bellefields area). The plan recognizes that while Downtown Bellevue is the City’s 
primary growth center, all four employment centers have significant concentrations and 
numbers of employees and are important to the City’s overall economy.  

The purpose of the Bel-Red Corridor Project is to develop a preferred long-range (2030) land 
use and transportation vision for the Bel-Red corridor. It will coordinate land use and 
transportation planning to support future development and redevelopment. The project will 
evaluate alternatives for implementing increased development densities of differing land 
use types, coupled with supporting transportation system changes such as arterial roadway 
improvements, high-capacity transit routes and stations, and upgrades to the non-
motorized transportation system. It will also identify potential community amenities, such 
as parks and community facilities, and environmental assets that would be needed to 
implement the preferred vision. 
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An important component of the project will be identifying a preferred high-capacity transit 
HCT) route and stations for the study area. Sound Transit is currently engaged in Phase 2 
planning for HCT system expansion in East King County.  A route beginning in downtown 
Seattle and running through downtown Bellevue, the Bel-Red corridor, and Overlake to 
downtown Redmond is one of the options under study for inclusion in the Phase 2 program. 
A vote on potential expansion could occur as early as November 2006. This project offers an 
opportunity for Bellevue to shape how HCT could improve mobility within the corridor 
while supporting desirable land use changes. The City is committed to providing ongoing 
public involvement activities throughout the EIS process to ensure that affected stakeholder 
groups are informed about the project and have an opportunity for meaningful review and 
input. 
 

Regulatory Background of Scoping 
Scoping is a process defined by the State Environmental Policy Act to determine the content, 
or “scope,” of an EIS.  Scoping follows the SEPA lead agency’s “determination of 
significance,” the official decision that a proposed project may have significant 
environmental impacts and will require an EIS to assess these impacts.  Issuance of the 
determination of significance (known as a DS) begins the formal scoping process.  The City 
of Bellevue’s Department of Planning and Community Development is the SEPA lead 
agency for this proposal. 

Scoping identifies the elements of the environment which may be impacted by a project, 
possible alternatives, and mitigation measures.  The process allows input on these issues 
from the public, other agencies, and Indian tribes.  Information gathered during scoping is 
used to determine what studies will be conducted during preparation of the EIS and what 
alternatives the studies will evaluate. 

The state regulations governing the scoping process are contained in Section 197-11 of the 
Washington Administrative Code (WAC).  This section, known as the “SEPA Rules,” 
implements the State Environmental Policy Act, Chapter 43.21C of the Revised Code of 
Washington.  Because the Bel-Red Corridor Project integrates planning under the 
Washington State Growth Management Act with SEPA environmental review, it follows the 
requirements of WAC 197-11-210, which the City of Bellevue has adopted by reference as 
part of its Environmental Procedures Code (Chapter 22.02 of the Bellevue Municipal Code). 
This section of the SEPA Rules is quoted below: 

WAC 197-11-210, SEPA/GMA integration.  (1) The purpose of WAC 197-11-210 
through 197-11-235 is to authorize GMA counties/cities to integrate the 
requirements of SEPA and the Growth Management Act (GMA) to ensure that 
environmental analyses under SEPA can occur concurrently with and as an integral 
part of the planning and decision making under GMA. Nothing in these sections is 
intended to jeopardize the adequacy or require the revision of any SEPA or GMA 
processes, analyses or document deadlines specified in GMA. 

(2) GMA counties/cities may use the procedures of these rules to satisfy the 
requirements of SEPA for GMA actions. Other jurisdictions planning under GMA 
may also use these integration procedures. 

http://www.mrsc.org/mc/wac/WAC%20197%20%20TITLE/WAC%20197%20-%2011%20%20CHAPTER/WAC%20197%20-%2011%20-235.htm
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(3) Environmental analysis at each stage of the GMA planning process should, at 
a minimum, address the environmental impacts associated with planning decisions 
at that stage of the planning process. Impacts associated with later planning stages 
may also be addressed. Environmental analysis that analyzes environmental impacts 
in the GMA planning process can: 

(a) Result in better-informed GMA planning decisions; 

(b) Avoid delays, duplication and paperwork in project-level environmental 
analysis; and 

(c) Narrow the scope of environmental review and mitigation under SEPA at the 
project level. 

For the Bel-Red Corridor Project, the City chose to use the “expanded scoping” process. 
Expanded scoping is defined in WAC 197-11-410, which states that its use is intended to 
promote interagency cooperation, public participation, and innovative ways to streamline 
the SEPA process.  There are no specified procedural requirements for the methods, 
techniques, or documents that may be used in an expanded scoping process, in order to 
allow the SEPA lead agency to provide maximum flexibility to meet these purposes. 
However, the regulations offer some examples of ways that lead agencies can use expanded 
scoping to encourage and assist public participation. The City actively undertook several of 
these methods, including:  

• Lengthening the time period allowed for submission of scoping comments. 
• Using meetings and/or workshops to provide information and invite feedback on the 

project and the EIS scope. 
• Distributing questionnaires and information packets about the project. 
• Consulting with other agencies while the EIS is being prepared, rather than waiting for 

them to submit their comments on a completed document. 

Bel-Red Corridor Project EIS Scoping Process 
The City of Bellevue opened the scoping period on November 3, 2005, by mailing a 
Determination of Significance and scoping notice to the Department of Ecology. The City 
also published a notice of the Determination of Significance in the  Weekly Permit Bulletin 
for the week of October 20, 2005, as well as issuing a News Release on November 3, 2005.  A 
copy of the scoping notice is provided as Attachment B to this report. The scoping comment 
period closed on December 23, 2005. 

A scoping meeting was held on November 9, 2005, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Stevenson Elementary 
School at 14220 NE 8th Street. Approximately 65 people attended. The meeting began with 
an open house where members of the public could review graphics representing the project 
area and the planning process, with City and consultant representatives on hand to answer 
questions. This was followed by a presentation on the project area and its key land use, 
transportation, and natural resource issues, along with the City’s objectives for the project. 
After the presentation, participants formed several breakout groups to brainstorm ideas on 
what they like about the Bel-Red Corridor as it is today; what opportunities for 
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improvement are available in the area; and what main concerns and issues should be 
addressed in project planning and in the SEPA analysis.  

The City also held two meetings with agency representatives that have an interest in 
redevelopment of the Bel-Red Corridor. A meeting was held on December 15, 2005 with 
staff from the Washington State Department of Ecology and the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to discuss natural resource issues, particularly those 
related to water quality and fisheries. A meeting was also held on December 29, 2005 with 
representatives of the King County Transportation Department and the Washington State 
Department of Transportation to discuss issues related to transit service in the corridor.  

Comments Received 
A total of 36 written or e-mailed comments were provided to the City during the scoping 
period. Of these, 32 were from individuals and four from agencies. The City also recorded 
notes from the breakout sessions at the public open house/scoping meeting on November 9. 
Copies of the written comments received and the notes from the public open house/scoping 
meeting are provided in Attachment A to this report.  

Many of the issues identified in the scoping comments fell into several broad categories: 
traffic, transit, land use/zoning, economic development, and transportation. Some of the 
common issues are summarized by category below.  

Land Use / Zoning 
- Allow for continued existence of smaller commercial service businesses in the study 

area; they serve the entire city and would be difficult to relocate 

- Car lots do not fit with the desired character of the area 

- Industrial uses don’t seem to be appropriate now, except on a small scale 

- Zoning needs to change in this area; the existing medical district should be allowed 
to expand, and densities similar to those in downtown Bellevue should be permitted 
to develop here 

- Change the zoning to allow more intensive office uses and significant height 
allowances 

- No high-rise buildings; maximum of two to three stories 

- Increase zoning that will allow occupancy of human service agencies to serve 
Bellevue clients 

- Provide housing to address the existing jobs/housing imbalance on the Eastside 

- Provide affordable housing with retail 

- Residential land use would be more appropriate on the west side of the Bel-Red area 

- Do not allow the number of residential units to increase 

- Keep urban sprawl away from existing adjacent neighborhoods 
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- Protect the neighborhoods to the north 

Transportation 
- Improve access to SR 520 

- NE 20th Street should have direct access to SR 520 

- Protect the existing adjacent neighborhoods from traffic; ensure that intensified Bel-
Red development doesn’t worsen congestion on 148th  

- Maintain Bel-Red Road as a major east-west route to limit effects of spill-over traffic 
on adjacent areas  

- Improve east-west streets to relieve traffic on NE 20th Street and Bel-Red Road 

- Develop local circulation by improving east-west connections; allow for movement 
within the Bel-Red area without needing to use major streets for access 

- Consider adding bicycle and pedestrian facilities, as the area is now significantly 
underserved by them 

- Need more complete and local street system for circulation and sub-regional/city 
wide connectivity 

- Improve existing streets and add sidewalks 

Transit 
- Consider high-capacity transit (HCT) and park-and-ride facilities 

- It doesn’t make sense to run transit through the area; HCT should stay in the I-
405/SR 520 corridor 

- Need for a truly grade-separated transit mode, otherwise it [transit] won’t be as 
effective 

- Monorail would be cheaper to build and would have less impact than bus rapid 
transit (BRT) and light rail 

- Do not increase the capacity of existing streets; instead provide a more effective mass 
transit system in this area 

- The City is prematurely, and with no justification, committed to routing a light rail 
system from downtown to Overlake 

- Use transit as the basis for developing mixed-use areas around stations 

- Bring transit from other areas into Bellevue 

- Improve bus service to doctors’ offices, human services, and community centers 

Natural Resources 
- Restore/rehabilitate wetlands and streams in the area; improve fish habitat 
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- Enhance streams around Lake Bellevue 

- Daylight natural streams for salmon 

- Make wetlands a refuge for wildlife 

- The amount of open space, forested lands, wetlands, water, recreation, and quiet 
should be taken into consideration 

Economic Development 
- Build community and commercial success 

- Encourage private-sector investment to meet long term objectives 

- First priority should be economic development 

- Keep new developed areas affordable so businesses now in the corridor can remain 
or relocate there 

- Support industries such as biological products for health related drug and 
equipment developments as well as software development 

Recreation 
- Park space needs to be established, purchased, and preserved as part of the area’s 

redevelopment 

- Create another park with baseball and/or soccer fields 

- Look for open space and green space opportunities 

- Create turf sports fields; these would mix well with light industrial uses 
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@ King County 

METRO 
Metro Transit Div is ion 
Service Development Section 

Department of Transportation 

King Street Center, KSC-TR-0426 
201 South Jackson Street 
Seattle, WA 98104-3856 

January 1 1,2006 

Kevin McDonald, Senior Planner 
Citv of Ec~!levue Trmsporta'.icn Department 
30i 116th Ave S.E., #I00 
P.O. Box 90012 
Bellewe WA 98009-9012 

Dear Mr. McDonald: 

Thank you for meeting with King County Metro Transit (Metro) planners on Thursday, 
December 29,2005, to discuss the Bel-Red Conidor Project. This letter covers several King 
County interests that were discussed during the meeting which we would like to reinforce. Metro 
supports the objectives of the study, both to ensure land use developments are consistent with an 
area-wide plan and promote mixed use land uses and a transportation infrastructure that 
encourages walking as well as transit use. 

Since the project is beginning without set alternatives, it is difficult at this stage of the project to 
know what issues or impacts will be of concern to Metro. Without having defined land use 
options, we are not yet in a position to suggest specific transportation improvements that should 
be considered. We would appreciate the opportunity to again engage in the process at the 
following two points: 

= Once land use oplior~s have been fieshed out, we wouid like io be involved in developing 
transportation alternatives and to assess any impacts on Metro or other King County property 
and operations, and 

Once the transportation analysis has been conducted, we would appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on the analysis and proposed transportation recommendations. 

Areas we addressed at the meeting that we would like to make sure the study addresses include: 

1. Metro Transit has two bus operating bases in the area, East and Bellevue, on opposite sides of 
124th Avenue N.E. Their capacity and operating effectiveness need to be maintained, and 
potentially expanded to serve the growing need for transit service in Bellevue and East King 
County. Their current location provides good access to Bellevue, Overlake, and freeways. 
Short and efficient deadhead routing is essential to cost-effective service provision. 
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2. Metro Transit strongly supports an improved sidewalk and street grid necessary for 
pedestrians to access transit service. The area's street grid is sparse and many streets lack 
pedestrian facilities. Most bus riders in Bellevue walk to a bus stop. 

3. Transit flow is dependent upon design and operation of arterials including their levels of 
congestion and levels-of-service (LOS) at intersections. Transit is more heavily used and less 
costly to provide when transit vehicles are protected from traffic delays. One effective way to 
accomplish this is to differentiate the use of different streets and design transit streets so as not 
:G ~ttrast geilera! p q j ~ s c  trips. This can be done by precluding ceitain general purpose 
movements, avoiding general purpose freeway connections, andlor designing the street to be 
inconvenient for through trips. Provision of new arterial(s) that don't attract through and 
freeway access trips would be very helpful to improved transit flow, if it will be connected to 
major activity centers and any future high capacity transit stations. 

4. Bellevue should consider parking as a key zoning component. If long-term parking can be 
limited in supply or be paid parking, for both employment and housing development, transit 
use will be much higher. This would be supportive of the plan's objectives. Our Market 
Development staff would be happy to assist you to consider parking development and 
management options for the area. 

5. Given zn zrea as large 2s 9,000 acres, we believe the hcusing tzrgets could be much higher 
than the 2,500 to 5,000 units outlined to date. Denser housing would help support local retail 
development, local transit service, and any high capacity transit. If the area is transformed to 
be more transit and pedestrian friendly, the market for housing will likely improve. 

Thank you for considering these comments to the Bel-Red project scoping. Please contact Rob 
Fellows at 206-684-1449 if you have questions and to coordinate our future involvement. 

Victor Obeso 
Manager, Service Development 

cc: Rob Feilows, Transportation Planner IV, Service Planning, Service Development, DOT 
David Hull, Supervisor, Service Planning, Service Development, DOT 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: Dave Young [DYoung@trarnrne!lc:ow.com] 

Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2005 9.1 8 AM 

To: Bel Red 

Subject: Open House 

Thank for the open house last night. It was well put together. Some comments I have, is 520 an option for HCT 
from Bellevue Transit Station to Overlake? If not, maybe increase frequency of buses on Bel Red to Overlake? 
~ 0 t h  those options should be exhausted before you cut HCT through the heart of Bel Red. Even in a 
residential /office rezone, putting another "line" between existing 520 and Bel Red Road seems overkill. What 
percent of the businesses in Bel Red Corridor are tenants vs. businesses who also own their building and land? I 
feel the community wants these type of service providers somewhere convenient, not having to go to Renton for 
their service. Maybe a large portion of the 900 acres gets upzoned but keep some service providers in a smaller 
portion of the zone. 

David J. Young 
Vice President 
TRAMMELL CROW COMPANY 
1687-114th Avenue S.E. Suite 250 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
Direct Line: 425-519-6340 
Cellular: 206-948-3082 
Fax: 425-454-7184 
Email: dyoung@tramrnellcrow.com 

++++++CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE++++++ 
The information in this email may be confidential and/or privileged. This enlail is intended to be 
reviewed by only the individual or organization named above. If you are not the intended recipient or an 
authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination or copying of this email and its attachments, if any, or the information contained herein is 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by return email 
and delete this email from your system. 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: Whit Hamlin [whamlin@mericap.com] 

Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2005 4:04 PM 

To: BelRed 

Subject: Comments for EIS Scoping 

Thanks for hosting the open house last night and thanks for taking a proactive approach to urban planning. Here 
are my comments: 

What should be preserved - what remains of nature - the wetlands, etc. 

Other comments: 

~s Embrace Change. Don't be bullied around by local residents who are afraid of change. Think regionally 
Think of the future. This area is ripe to change again, just as it once changed from forest to farmland to 
light industrial. There is a natural urban evolution process taking place. To freeze things for nostalgia 
makes no sense when you are not talking about great public spaces or great architecture. If there is 
enough demand for auto repair and saw sharpening, the market will properly locate those types of uses. 

Think Big. The Ci'ry' has an enormous opportunity to take advantage of Sound Transit's investment in Bel- 
Red. Think big. Recently the City of Seattle has undergone a comprehensive zoning change study for 
downtown Seattle. After the initial EIS work, there was near-unanimous consent from the community that 
the EIS did not go far enough in its exploration of ideas, specifically that it did not consider aggressive- 
enough upper bounds regarding height and density changes. There is no reason not to cast a wide net in 
your study. 

Harness your Power. The City owns all of the air beyond the current zoning envelope. This air has 
tangible value if you sell it to landowners and developers. You could have a ton of money and validate the 
tremendous investment the region is making in Sound Transit by considering tall and dense zoning at 
transit stations. You can charge a fee to let developers build tall and dense (but make sure the fee leaves 
the developers with adequate profit for the risk they take on or they won't bother). Here is an example: 

o Perhaps with low rise zoning you could locate 200 housing units within a 1/4 mile of each station. 
However if you allow 240' tall residential towers, you could sell all of the extra FAR SF for say $1 0 
per FAR SF. There would be room for say 10 towers near each station, with 200 units per tower. If 
you figure 800 SF average unit size, that means you could sell 9 incremental towers (one of each 
set of 10 would represent the base zoning which you can't sell) * 2 locations * 200 units * 800 SF * 
$10/SF = $28,800,000. Imagine how much park land this could buy and improve, how much it could 
help improve spawning streams, etc. Plus, then you would have a ton of additional property tax 
revenues, and the traffic impact per person would be comparatively small since the 3,600 units 
would all be proximate to mass transit. This is the type of big thinking you should be doing for a 
study of a mass transit corridor. 

o Downtown Bellevue will fill up eventually. Seize the opportunity to create a 2" major urban node here 
(albeit a more residential-focused one). 

Whit Hamlin 
Meriwetker Partners LLC 
Commercial Real Estate Services 

Second & Seneca Building 
1191 Second Avenue, Suite 1650 
Seattle. WA 98101 
p: 206.816.1576 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: Aguilera [kayagol @comcast.net] 

Sent: Saturday, December 17, 2005 8:09 AM 

To : BelRed 

Subject: BEL-RED CORRIDOR SUGGESTION 

Good day! One suggestion 1 have thought of for a long time: 

Turn 136th Place into a real street from NE 20th all the way to Bel-Red Road. 

At present, 136th Place is basically a small crowded two lane roadway that ends at NE 16th Street. The amount 
of traffic on this roadway certainly justifies its expansion, with curbs and sidewalks and space for the big trucks 
that deliver autos. By extending the roadway along the high-tension wires (past the gun shop) onto Bel-Red Road 
it would provide an alternate to using 140th Avenue; and would actually reduce a lot of the left turn traffic 
attempting to go northbound on 140th from Bel-Red Rd. 

Thank you, 

Augusto Aguilera 
5758 - 146th Avenue, NE 
Bellevue 98007 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: Rob Blasko [Robert.Elasko@microsoi?.co~ 

Sent: IVlonday, December 19, 2005 8:26 AM 

To: BelRed 

Subject: Bel-Red corridor Development 

To Whom It May Concern: 
Rocketing property prices in Bellevue has created an open space vacuum. Part of the reason for the skyrocketing 
prices in Bellevue is the beautiful location with beach parks, dog parks, and other outdoor areas for families to 
enjoy. Over the past 10 years the use of these locations has continued to be stretched almost to the breaking 
point. Bellevue sports teams often find themselves scheduling a majority of away games, paying for fields outside 
of the city, or dissolving teams due to lack of space, and families find themselves fighting for space at parks (try 
Medina Beach park on a hot July Saturday). 

Right now Bellevue has a tremendous opportunity to develop the desperately needed open spaces for parks and 
recreation areas without disturbing existing communities. Please don't let this opportunity pass us by. Ten years 
from now you can tell your kids how you helped develop a community; or ten years from now you can leave your 
kids a community that resembles Lynnwood, these are the choices. My vote, my kid's votes, and many others 
would be to continue development of the community and I hope you hold these thoughts in mind when the time 
for decision comes due. 

Best regards, 
Robert Blasko 
Bellevue Resident 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: Rim Veitas [rimv@taiweb.com] 

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 1:32 PM 

Subject: Bel-red development 

I am writing to you to weigh in on the issue of including lighted turf fields in the plans for developing the Bel-Red 
corridor. There is a severe lack of playing fields available to the youth of Bellevue, and these fields in an 
industrial area would be less intrusive to the community than adding then to existing residential space. A good 
example of such a mix is currently working well in The North Creek, Bothel area. Thank you for your 
consideration. 
Rimvydas M. Veitas 
9650 Vineyard Crest 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
DRAMMV@comcast.net 
425-688-8034 



O'Meill, Kevin 

From: Betsy Johnson [betsygpj@hotmzil.com] 

Sent: Monday, December 19,2005 2:52 PM 

To: BelRed 

Cc: Foran, Patrick 

Subject: soccer Fields 

I read with interest the article in the paper about redesigning the Bel-Red corridor. As you consider the 
redevelopment of this area, please add to your list of consideration sports fields that would be lighted, turf fields 
that adults and children can use. We have a severe shortage of fields for athletes of all ages in 
Bellevue. Whether its baseball, soccer, football or lacrosse, we are in dire need of more place spaces that can be 
used during the day and the evening. 

Mixing in fields with light industrial seems to be a natural combination as night, weekend and light use will not be 
a problem for the neighborhood and the area can be designed to handle the traffic impacts, if any. It is my 
understanding that some other areas, like Bothell, have successfully made this approach work. 

I think there are creative ways to approach this problem, from tax breaks for putting fields on top of a building or 
parking structure to creating open spaces with fields. We have a strong need for fields and this is a rare 
opportunity to plan it into the process. 

Thanks again for your consideration. 

Betsy Johnson 
321 0 72th PL NE 
Medina, WA 98039 



O'E!eil!, Kevin 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

paulrperkins@earthlink.net 
Monday, December 19, 2005 1 :52 PM 
BelRed 
Comments on Bel-Red Corridor Planning 

The City of Bellevue, in there development planning for the Bel-Red 
Corridor, should consider the following approach on managing traffic 
congestion: 

Do not increase the capacity of existing roads or make new roads to 
handle more automobiles in the Bel-Red Corridor. Expanding the roads in 
this region, to reduce traffic congestion, will only divert more land to 
roads and parking garages and away from providing land for businesses. 
Efficient land use inturn would maximize both revenue for the city and 
jobs for the residents. 

Traffic management should focus on providing effective mass rapid 
transit to and from the Bel-Red Corridor. The existing network of roads 
in the Bel-Red Corridor has adequate capacity to handle all our freight 
and commercial needs if we can reduce the number of people driving into 
this area by providing efficient mass rapid transit. 

Thank you for considering my suggestions in your planning efforts, sincerely 

Paul R. Perkins 
16822 N.E. 35th Street 
Bellevue, Washington 98008-6104 
Work Phone: (425) 242-8557 
Home Phone: (425) 883-8643 
E-mail: paulrperkins@earthlink.net 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: Tricie Hunter [tricie@rthunter.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2005 7:31 AM 

To : BelRed 

Subject: sports fields in the plan 

AS you start in the planning process for renewing the Bel-Red corridor, I hope you consider including sports fields 
in the design. As I am sure you know, West Bellevue has no quality sports fields for soccer, football, 
lacrosse other than the high school. We are even in terribly short supply of poor quality fields. 'Though technically 
not West Bellevue, fields in this area would be a great addition to the inventory, and could easily be used by kids 
and adults from most parts of Bellevue. As the residential population of downtown Bellevue grows, more sports 
fields nearby are essential. 

Light industrial, or office park and sports fields seem like a great mixed use. I believe the combination has been 
succesful at Northcreek in Botheil. Parking can be shared; when the fields are most heavily used, evenings and 
weekends, the businesses are closed. It is not a residential neighborhood that would object to lights or traffic. 

Full size, lighted, turf fields could be used year round by kids and adults in a variety of sports and shohld definitely 
be considered in planning. 

Thank you, 
Tricie Hunter, President 
Bellevue Youth Soccer Club 



O'Neili, Kevin 

From: 
Sent: 
.re : 
Subject: 

Melissa Campbell [keedmane@hotmail.com] 
Tuesday, December 20,2005 8:09 AM 
BelRed; Foran, Patrick 
FW: Re: sports fields for Bel-Red? 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

As you start in the planning process for renewing the Bel-Red corridor, I 
hope you consider including sports fields in the design. As I am sure you 
know, West Bellevue has no quality sports fields for soccer, football, 
lacrosse other than the high school. We are even in terribly short supply of 
poor quality fields. Though technically not West Bellevue, fields in this 
area would be a great addition to the inventory, and could easily be used by 
kids and adults from most parts of Bellevue. As the residential population 
of downtown Bellevue grows, more sports fields nearby are essential. 

Light industrial, or office park and sports fields seem like a great for 
mixed use. I believe the combination has been succesful at Northcreek in 
Bothell. Parking can be shared; when the fields are most heavily used, 
evenings and weekends, the businesses are closed. It is not a residential 
neighborhood that would object to lights or traffic. 

Full size, lighted, turf fields could be used year round by kids and adults 
in a variety of sports and should definitely be considered in planning. 

Regards, 
Melissa Campbell 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: McAteer, Bill [McAteer.W@portseattle.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2005 12:43 PM 

To: Foran, Patrick; BelRed 

Subject: Sports Fields Included in Bel Red Corridor Development 

It has come to my attention that the planning stages are near for the developmentof the Bel Red corridor. I would 
like to propose the city consider utilizing a portion of this area to develop a Sports Complex that would include at 
the minimum 3 full size soccer fields that could be used by adult and youth leagues. These fields should utilize 
"Field Turf' surfaces that are easy to maintain and provide proper drainage and a great playing surface. The fields 
should also include lights that will accommodate night games, with this area being mostly industrial there should 
be no opposition as would be expected had the area been residential. 

I currently coach youth soccer in our community and will soon be serving on the Executive Board for Bellevue 
Youth Soccer and I am aware of the challenges all of Bellevue faces when it comes to fields and playing time. 
Currently BYSC serves over 600 youth of our community (west of 1-405) and our neighbor club Lake Hills serves 
nearly 1800 youth players. With these numbers it is obvious that soccer is a popular sport in our community. 
Currently both Clubs face challenges when trying to schedule practice and games throughout the fall season. It 
gets even more challenging when having to deal with the rain and fields that don't drain properly, not only are the 
fields soggy but at times can be dangerous thus causing the City and the Clubs liability concerns. Our City has 
some of the most beautiful parks and recreation facilities in the Pacific Northwest and I feel we should also have a 
sports complex that we can be proud of to add to our community. 

Bill Ma4 tees 
2 0924 NE 2 8th Phce 
Be//evuey WA 98004 
$25-451 -2255 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: John Baumann [bellevuelacrosse@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2005 2:51 PPY", 

f o: BelRed; Foran, Patrick 

Cc: rleggett@nwlink.com; Dave Mutzel 

Subject: BelRed development 

Attachments: pat1 766366761 

Be1 Red planning committee: 

Attached is a letter from the Bellevue Boys lacrosse program. Any questions or responses please don't 
hesitate to call or email us. 

Sincerely, 

John Baumann 

Do You Yahoo!? 
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best span1 protection around 
http://rnail.yahoo.com 



l3 11-- .7.-.n#. P I  ~ e u e m t :  mgis Lacrosse ~ l u b  

December 28,2005 

Re: Bel-Red planning 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I am writing to you on behalfthe Bellevue Boys lacrosse club, for which I am the program director. 
As I am a r e  you know, lacrosse is the fastest growing sport in the area with no signs of slowing 
down. The sport is reaching the popularity it has in the north eastem part of the country, and soon 
lacrosse will be as common place in the greater Bellevue area as sports such as football and soccer. 

Being in charge of nine teams in the Bellevue area alone, our coaches and dedicated parents work 
hard on many issues that come with a new and rapidly growing sport. However, our number one 
issue is the lack of field space to play lacrosse in the Bellevue area We spend the majority of our 
time, effo& and money wondering where we are going to play or przictice our great game. 

We have constant demand 6om parents and players alike to create more teams throughout 
Bellevue, but we have to put a limit on the number of kids who participate because of field issues. I 
am aware that a lot of sports programs have field issues throughout the area, but lacrosse in 
particular is highly impacted because you cannot play the game on "all weather dirt fields" like 
Wilburton. Just to put things in prospective, our two cunent hidl school teams do not have a 
consistent quality field to practice on this spring. By next year, we expect to have three high school 
teams because of the large number of youth players moving up to the high school level. 
Unfo~tunately, Bellevue hidl school has one turf field for all sports and NO practice fields on the 
high school campus. This puts serious co1xtmkts on our program and its ability to grow and reach 
the demand of the Bellevue c o n m i t y .  

Please consider lacrosse and its growing popularity when planning the development of the Bel-Red 
construction. Our sport is here to stay and it is dortunate when we have to tun1 down kids who 
want to play the sport because of the lack of fields in Bellevue. 

Thank you for your time, 

John Baumann 
Program Director 
Bellevue Lacrosse club 



O'Neill, Kevin 

From: Pam Toelle [parntoelle@qwest.net] 

Sent: Th~isday,  December 22,2005 4:17 PM 

To: BelRed 

Subject: Comments on Corridor project. 

Attachments: Bel-Red Corridor Study Response .doc 

To Kevin O'Neil: 

I began to collect my thoughts on the Bel-Red Comdor Study on November 1 1  th, but learning of the death of Teresa 
Matz, the wife Nicholas, sort of put a damper on my will to do "city stuff'. Land use seemed very insignificant in the 
world of things. I am sure that you understand. 

Living in the 148th corridor and in proximity to Bel-Red Road, our Chevy Chase neighborhood has a vested interest 
and a real concern for the transportation impacts as well as the potential loss of services with a redevelopment of the 
Bel-Red/Northup. I appreciate this o p p o l n i t y  to comment. 

Pam Toelle 



Bel-Red Corridor Study 

Comments 

LAND USE 

The Bel-Red Subarea is a very important part of the fabric of the City of Bellevue, and 
its basic characteristics as  the "service engine" for the city must be preserved and 
protected from creeping intensity and wholesale inclusion of new permitted uses. If 
Bellevue aspires to be a real city, and not just a bedroom community, i t  must take care 
of, and in fact, i t  has a responsibility to maintain the designated land areas to provide 
essential services to the residential and business communities. We must not make 
land use decisions that price or push our service providers out of Bellevue. 

Comprehensive Plan Policy 

o Policy LU-12. Retain land availability for specific commercial uses vrhich 
are important to the community. 

o Policy LU-31. Encourage and foster economic development in areas 
designated for commercial uses. 

a Policy LU-34. Explore the appropriate long-term direction for the 1ocat.ion 
of light industrial businesses such as  light manufacturing and warehousing. 

o Discussion: These uses are best situated i n  a n  area of  limited traffic 
that facilitates the movenzent of goods. Because there are competing 
demands for this land from other business sectors, long-term impacts 
should be analyzed when considering- the modification of land use 
regulations to permit additional uses i n  these areas. Retail sales i n  
these areas should generally be limited to: 

I .  Uses that provide services to people employed i n  the area, and 

2. Sz~bject to a size limitation, uses that sell large items, and bulk 
comnzodities requiring on-site warehousing (e.g., building 
materials, commercial equipment and supplies). 

o Policy S-BR-1. Allow uses which provide goods and services for local 
residents and businesses to locate in commercial areas of the Subarea 

Policy S-BR-2. Retain a significant part of the Subarea for light-industrial 
uses. Discussion: Bel-Red is currently the home of  many manufacturing and 
wholesale activities, both large and small. The City wants to retain 
commercial areas where these businesses can survive and expand. 



e Policy S-BR-3. incrczse the opportunities for light industrial types of 
businesses to locate in the area by expanding the secondary street system. 

ECONOMIC DEWLOPMENT 

Economic vitality cannot be measured strictly by the number of jobs or the highest use 
of the land. One must also measure the value of the goods and the necessary services 
provided to the community and the variety of employment opportunities available to 
city residents. 

Comprehensive Plan Policy 

Policy EC-16. Retain a reasonable quantity of land for light industrial uses. 

Policy EC-17. Explore ways to retain or create areas where small emerging 
businesses can develop and flourish. 

e Policy S-BR-6. Allow opportunities for a complementary mix of business and 
maintain a strong economic base. Discussion: It is important that  the Cit-y 
provide a place where small business and entrepreneurs can flourish. 
Historically, Bel-Red has been that place and the City should continue to 
encourage entrepreneurial activities here. 

B Policy S-BR-8. Preserve the bulk of the Light Industrial (LI) and General 
Commercial (GC) designated area for uses that  are not high traffic generators 

6 Policy $-BR-9. Maintain areas designated 2s light industrial from further 
encroachment by retail zoning. 

Policy S-BR-10. Restrict all future expansion of convenience and comparison 
shopping facilities to Planning Districts B and C as  shown on the Land Use Plan 
Map. Limit. amounts and locations to be consistent with efficient traffic 
patterns. 

TRANSPORTATION 

.A11 transportation planning for the Bel-RedINorthup must be integrated with current 
and future BROTS planning and programming. Of major concern is the lack of 
corridor access to and from the east. Currently, 148th .Avenue is not working well nor is 
Bel-Red Road a t  1 4 a t h  .Avenue. The delay and progression north and south, turning 
motions from Bel-Red Road are not adequately managed many times of the day. The 
level of service and northbound progression on 148th from Bel-Red Road through the 
Northup intersection is especially poor. Concurrency and level of service seem to have 
been forgotten. 



Increasing the intensity of development in  the Be!-Red corridor will have corresponding 
impacts on Eel-Red Road and the very few north-south arterials t ha t  intersect with it. 
Currently, Bel-Red road is  our way to travel west to downtown Bellevue. The low 
intensity development on the perimeter with few turning motions is the primary 
reasons tha t  the traffic flows. 

I t  should be noted tha t  148th Avenue-"Alternate 405 "-is bound on both sides by 
residential neighborhoods from SE 24th to Bel-Red Road, with the exception of office 
uses a t  some intersections, the Kelsey Creek shopping center, and several NB corners 
with service stations. The increasing traffic on 148th Avenue impacts neighborhood 
quality throughout the corridor. -4s the major north-south corridor in east  Bellevue, 
land use decisions in the Bel-RedINorthup will impact 148th Avenue. 

Conclusion 

Any long-term vision for the Bel-RedNorthup must preserve and protect the service 
businesses tha t  are a n  essential element of a real city. We do not want to go to Renton 
to have things fixed! Not to be overlooked is the variety of employment opportunities 
for residents, including young people. Eastside Saw and Eastside Tent and Awning are 
examples of long-term Bel-Red service businesses as  well as  Len's Auto. In  surveying 
the area: Eastside Transmission, Lakeside Auto, Olympic Boat Center, Service Master, 
Bel-Kirk Mustang, Paint  Supply, Appliance Par ts  Service, Eastside Heating and Air- 
conditioning, Surrey Nort,h, Eastside Auto Rebuild, are just a few of the businesses 
t,hat are providing employment and services. Evans Industrial Park is loaded with 
small businesses from auto detailing to a sign company. 

The city must support its philosophy of maintaining a diverse economy by retaining 
land for industrial uses and personal and business services by regulating zoning and 
not allowing competing uses to force these services to leave the city. 

Pamela Toelle 
14845 NE 13th 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
pamtoelle@qwest.net 



THE CITY OF REDMOND 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

December 22, 2005 

Carol Helland, Land Use Director 
Department of Planning and Community Development 
City of Bellevue 
P. 0. Box 9001 2 
Bellevue, WA 98009-90 12 

RE: Bel-Red Col-ridor Project: Request for Public Comment on the Scope of a11 Environmental 
Impact Statement 

Dear Ms. Helland. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scope of ar, Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Bel-Red Corridor Project. The following comments highlight the City of Redmond's key 
issues of concern regarding the items to be included in the scope of environmental review and 
addressed through environmental analysis for the Bel-Red Corridor Prqject. 

Itand Use Assumptions for 2030 
We understand from Bellevue staff that the City of Bellevue plans to rely 011 the Puget Sound 
Regional Council's (PSRC) land use forecast to approximate potential 2030 conditions for- the 
City of Redmond. We've had several conversations with Bellevue staff regarding land use 
assumptions and remain very concerned that the PSRC 2030 forecast is unrealistically low for 
employment. For the City of Redmond, the 2030 forecast would suggest an increase of only 2,400 
additional jobs throughout Redmond between 2022 and 2030. This amount o f job  gro~vth isn't 
realistic for this period. We believe remaining at or under Redmond's citywide job growth target 
for 2022 v,:i!l be diff;,cu!t given garket  potential and existing zoning. 'The Regional Council's 
forecasts have been historically low for this subarea. 

Redmond staff has committed to provide the City of Rellevue with a preliminary 2030 land use 
scenario for the City of Redmond in February 2006. Based on our understanding of Bellevue's 
project schedule, this is within the time frdrne Bellevue staff have scheduled to complete 
development of your draft 2030 land use alternatives. We strongly urge the City of Bellevue to 
integrate Redmond's preliminary 2030 land use into your study as soon as possible in order to 
provide a realistic analysis of the potential impacts of growth in both cities. 

Transportation Assumptions 
The City of Bellevue's environmental analysis will likely be based on several key assumptions 
regarding the regional transportation system. We believe it is critically important for the City of 

- - -- - - - -p 
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Cily of Rcd~nond Comments 
EIS Scope for Bel-Red Corridor Project 
Page 7 

Bellevue to coordinate these assumptions with surrounding jurisdictions, including the City of 
Redmond. This coordinatioil should include transportation network assumptions regarding locally 
funded and developed ilnprovements as weil as changes to the regional transportation network. In 
addition, if the City of Bellevue plans to evaluate the potential for future high capacity transit 
service to accommodate additional growth in the Bel-Red Corridor, the assuinptio~~s on which the 
E1S analysis are based should be coordinated with the City of Redmond. We welcome the 
opportunity to work with City of Bellevue staff on these assumptions. 

Transportation Impacts of Bel-Red Corridor Land Use Alternatives 
We understand that Bellevue may consider 2030 land use alternatives for this corridor that could 
significantly increase the growth potential. This kind of change in land use capacity in the Bel- 
Red Corridor could have substantial impacts on nearby Redmond neighborhoods, Redmond's 
trailsportation system, and the regional transportation network, including SR 520. 

The EIS should include a thorough analysis of potential transportation impacts under the various 
alternatives for the City of Redmond neighborhoods and street system, and for the regional 
transportation network. The analysis should include impacts on traffic volumes and critical 
volumes, particularly during the peak period. The EIS should propose measures to mitigate 
impacts, such as appropriate investments and trip reduction measures. In order for the analysis to 
be adequate, it is essential to include a realistic growth scenario for Redmond. 

Jobs-Housing Relationship 
One of the most significant challenges facing conlmunities on the Eastside and elsewhere in our 
region is meeting housing needs for people of various incomes, ages and family sizes. A large 
increase in job capacity for the Eel-Red Corridor could significantly impact not only the local and 
regional transportation system but also the housing market, creating further pressure on housing 
supply and prices. The EIS should also identify measures to mitigate any such impacts in order to 
avoid further worsening the jobs-housing imbalance on the Eastside. Mitigation could include 
accompanying any significant increase in the amount of plaimed employlnent groMrth with a 
correspondi~lg or greater increase in planned housing growth in the Bel-Red Corridor or elsewhere 
in Bellevue, and specific measures to attract housing affordable for a workforce population. 

Relationship to Existing Plans 
The EIS should address the relationship of any proposed changes in the Bel-Red Corridor to the 
City of Redmond's Compreheilsive Plan and Transportation Master Plan. This should include 
consideration of the implications of significant changes in the Bel-Red Corridor for achievement 
of Redmond's land use and transportation vision, particularly for Overlake. 

Public Services and Utilities 
The EIS should address the impacts of the various land use alternatives on utility capacity i i i  the 
area, particularly water supply and storage and coordination of sanitary sewer facilities. Since our 
two cities in part share the same water supply and storage system the EIS should address potential 
increases in water demand in terms of average annual use, peak-season demand, as well as peak- 
day demand. 



City of Red~nond Con~ments 
EIS Scope for Bel-Red Corridor Project 
Page 2 

Water Quality 
The E1S should address inlpacts related to surface water quality and quantity under the various 
alterna~ives. 111 addition, it should analyze opportunities to enhance and monitor storm water 
quality. 

Previous EISs for Background Information 
We noticed that the City of Bellevue's list of previous ElSs did not include the EIS for the 
Overlake Neighborhood Plan and Bellevue-Redmond Overlake Transportation Study Update, 
1999. This EIS was jointly issued by the cities of Red~nond and Bellevue and we believe it 
should be included in the list of documents for background information and reference. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to c.omment. If you have any questions regarding our 
comments, please contact Lori Peck01 at 425-556-241 1 or 1peckol~redmond.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~ d b e r t a  Lewandowski 
Planning Director 

N:'\Bel-Red Plannin~\Correspondence\Letter to Bellevue - Scoping.doi 



STATE OF WASHINGTON Pisnning d C ~ m m u n j i ~  
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY Oavelaprnsnt 

~ o r ~ l l r v c 5 t  Regiorial Office 0 3790 160th A\,crine SE Bcllcvfie, V!zshingtoii 98008-5452 (425) 649-7000 

December 20.2005 

Ms. Carol Helland, Land Use Director 
City of Bellevue 
Dept. of Planniilg and Community Development 
PO Box 90012 
Bellevue, WA 98009-9012 

Dear Ms. Helland: 

RE: Bell-Red Corridor Project - Scoping for EIS (#05-127994 LE) 

This letter is Ecology's response to the request fiom the City to comment on the scope of the 
environnlental impact statement for the Bel-Red Corridor Project within the City of Bellevue. 
This long-range planning project has the potential to enable Bellevue to protect and to improve the 
valuable stream and wetland natural resources located within the planning area. 

In pal-ticular, Ecology suggests that the EIS discuss the following envirom~lental opportunities: 

o Restoriilg and enhancing wetland resources, especially along riparian corridors 

as Emphasizing improvement of salmonid habitat throughout the Corridor planning area 

e Increasing buffer functions along streams and around wetlands' during the redevelopment 
process 

, 
e Combining new public park and educational opportunities with protection and enhancement of 

streams and wetlands as part of redevelopment 

e Removing streams from pipes where inlproved habitat could result 

e Eliminating fish-passage barriers, especially underneath Bel-Red Road and at several road 
crossings of Goff Creek above Bel-Red Road 

e Improving treatment of stormwater runoff prior to discharge to streams and wetlands 

Retrofitting the exisf ng stormwater management system to reduce reliance on natural 
wetlands for stormwater detention 



Ms. Carol I-lelland 
December 30,2005 
Page 2 

There are many tools that could be used to accomplish these opportunities. The tools should also 
be discussed in the EIS, and could include: 

e Resource restoration and land acquisition as part of City capital projects or t!iirough other City 
programs 

e Compensatory mitigation for large developnlent and transportation projects within the same 
drainage basin 

Redevelopment and rezoning regulations that provide support for resource restoration 

s, Incentives to landowners to restore and enhance the streams and wetlands on privately-owned 
properties 

Ecology looks forward to continuing to work with the City on this long-range planning effort. 
Please contact me with any questions about this letter or for further discussion at (425) 649-7149 
or by elnail at cala46l @,ecv.wa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

/' 
Laura Casey 
Wetland Specialist 
Shorelands and Environmental Assistance Program 

cc: ,Michael Paine, Environlnental Issues Manager, Bellevue Dept. of Planning and Community 
Developnlent 
Kevin McDonald, Senior Planner, Transportation Department 
Steward Reinbold, Washingtoil Department of Fish & Wildlife 
Geoff Tallent, Secticn Macager, Eco!ogy Shorelands & Environlnental Assistance Progranl 
Erik Stockdale, Interim 401lWetlands Supervisor 
Richard Robohm, Wetland Specialist 



December 15,2005 

Carol Helland, Land Use Director 
Department of Planning and Community Development 
City of Bellevue 
P.O. Box 90012 
Bellevue. WA 98009-9012 

EIS File Number: 05-127994 LE 

Dear Carol: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our input on this important phase of the 
Bel-Red Corridor Project. We're excited about your plans to consider how high 
capacity transit could be uscd to shape the future of the Bel-Red Corridor. We would 
like to offer the follotving coinments on the scope of your environmental impact 
statement (EIS). 

We undel-stand that the City of Bellevue will be preparing a programmatic level EIS 
undei- SEPA and that i t  will discuss impacts on land use and transportation as well as 
a number of related areas. We also understand that a "No Action Alternative" will 
assume a continuation of existing zoning, committed and planned transportation 
system changes and adopted regional growth assumptions as well as provide a 
baseline for compai-ing alternative land uses and transportation systems including 
high capacity transit (HCIT) routes and stations. We would request that the EIS 
address the transportation and land use impacts of our I-ICT plans in this corridor. 

As you b o w ?  Sound Transit is a regional transit authority created pul-suant to state 
law. Regional transit authorities are einpowered to finance, construct and operate 
high-capacity transportation systems within contiguous counties. High capacity 
transit systems constructed by Sound Transit are "essential public facilities" (EPF) as 
defined under the Growth Management Act. Essential public facilities are defined as 
large public development projects that are difficult to site yet critical to the public 
health and general welfare of a region. Sound Transit is also authorized with the sole 
responsibility of siting HCT facilities and directed to work with local jurisdictions 
through their planning and permitting processes in its siting decisions. As part of 
ST2, I-ICT alignment alternatives will be developed and finalized by Sound Transit 
through future project level environmental review. While the Bel-Red Comdor 
Project can help shape where future transit markets develop, it is important that 
Sound Transit has the flexibility to consider the cost, impacts and ridership of 
alternative alignments serving the Eastside. 

Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority a Union Station 

401 S. Jackson St.. Seattle, WA 98104-2826 * Reception: (206) 398-5000 * FAX: (206) 398-5499 www.soundtransit.org 
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Carol I-Ielland 
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As a way of'backgi-ound, earlier this yea:, the Sound Transit Board adopted the 2005 Long-Range 
Plan which is the bluepl-int for fuhire development of Sound Transit's regional transit system. 
The Long-Range Plan identifies proposed transit service technologies in major corridors 
throughout the region and will serve as a guide for future phases of voter-approved transit 
projects. The original 1996 plan was reviewed and updated to reflect extensive analysis of the 
region's growth in the coming decades, and how a regional transit system might best 
accommodate that growth. In the spring of this year, Sound Transit held a series of public 
meetings throughout the region to solicit comments on the Long Range Plan. After reviewing 
public and agency comments on the draft, the Board unanimously adopted the updated Long- 
Range Plan in July of this year. A map was developed to show potential future regional transit 
senlices under consideration (Attached). The lines on the map are intended to show general travel 
corridors and not specific streets or alignments. 

On October 13: the Sound Transit Board reviewed a list of projects developed by citizens, elected 
officials and staff from cities and towns across the region including Bellewe. From an initial list 
of nearly 500 ideas, SO projects emerged as potential projects. One of the projects selected 
add]-esses the Bel-Red Corridor and is described as follows: 

" F i ~ e d  Guideway from BeNevrre to Overlake Traizsit Center. Corzstrzict ajixed guideway line 
(liglzr rail or- r-ail collverlible bus rapid transit) witlz access .statioizs aildpark-and-rides. " 

In addition to identifying potential alignments and stations the Long Range Plan included the 
need to build a maintenance facility east of 1-405 in the Bel-Red Cor~idor Project Area for 
maintaining llght ]-all or bus rapid transit vehicles that will service the Eastside. It is important 
that the Bel-Red Corridor Project Area retains or adds sufficient capacity to permit the siting of 
this essential facility. The maintenance facility will require a 15-20 acre site. 

Following that action, the Sound Transit Board directed staff to further define the scope of these 
projects, develop cost estimates, and determine how they stand up against a range of detailed 
criteria. In addition to this effort, Sound Transit held a series of open houses this fall to take input 
on the plan and selected projects 

At this time the Sound Transit Board has been briefed on the preliminary costs of the 80 projects 
on the list. In the first quarter of 2006 costs estimates will be further refined. In March of 2006 
the Sound Transit Board will adopt a Draft ST2 Plan including the HCT mode choice. The Board 
will also adopt a financial plan including funding rates, sources and project costs. During April 
and May the public will be invited to review the draft plan with the Board adopting a final ST2 
Plan in June. Although the Sound Transit Board has not made a decision on the ST 2 package, an 
HCT project in the Bel-Red area could be included. Future project level environmental review 
with the active involvement of the City of Bellevue and other stakeholders would then determine 
the final alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility location in the Bel-Red Comdor. 



Carol Helland 
December 15: 2005 
Page 3 of 3 

This concludes our comments on the scope of your ellvironlnental impact statement. If you have 
any questions please do not hesitate to contact Leonard hIcGhee at 206-395-5206 with any 
questions you have about these comments. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Matsuoka 
Chief Policy and Planning Officer 

cc. Kevin O'Neill, Strategic Planning Manager, City of Bellevue 
Kris Liljeblad, Assistant Director, Transportation Department, City of Bellevue 
Kevin McDonald, Senior Planner, Transportation Department, City of Bellevue 
Don Billen, East Corridor Project Manager, Sound Transit 
Leonard IvIcGhee: East Corridor Segment Manager, Sound Transit 



C hristensen, Jesnie 
-. 

From: BelRed 

Sent: Tuesday, November 15,2005 4:14 PM 

To: Christensen, Jeanie 

Subject: FW: Comments for EIS Scoping 

FYI. 

From: Whit Hamlin [mailto:whamlin@mericap.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2005 4:04 PM 
To: BelRed 
Subject: Comments for EIS Scoping 

Thanks for hosting the open house last night and thanks for taking a proactive approach to urban planning. Here 
are my comments: 

What should be preserved -what remains of nature -the wetlands, etc 

Other comments: 

Embrace Change. Don't be bullied around by local residents who are afraid of change. Think regionally. 
Think of the future. This area is ripe to change again, just as it once changed from forest to farmland to 
light industrial. There is a natural urban evolution process taking place. To freeze things for nostalgia 
makes no sense when you are not talking about great public spaces or great architecture. If there is 
enough demand for auto repair and saw sharpening, the market will properly locate those types of uses. 

e Think Big. The City has an enormous opportunity to take advantage of Sound Transit's investment in Bel- 
Red. 'Think big. Rece~itly the City of Seattle has undergone a comprehensive zoning change study for 
downtown Seattle. After the initial EIS work, there was near-unanimous consent from the community that 
the EIS did not go far enough in its exploration of ideas, specifically that it did not consider aggressive- 
enough upper bounds regarding height and density changes. There is no reason not to cast a wide net in 
your study. 

Harness your Power. The City owns all of the air beyond the current zoning envelope. This air has 
tangible value if you sell it to landowners and developers. You could have a ton of money and validate the 
tremendous investment the region is making in Sound Transit by considering tall and dense zoning at 
transit stations. You can charge a fee to let developers build tall and dense (but make sure the fee leaves 
the developers with adequate profit for the risk they take on or they won't bother). Here is an example: 

0 Perhaps with low rise zoning you could locate 200 housing units within a '/4 mile of each station. 
However if you allow 240' tall residential towers, you could sell all of the extra FAR SF for say $1 0 
per FAR SF. There would be room for say 10 towers near each station, with 200 units per tower. If 
you figure 800 SF average unit size, that means you could sell 9 incremental towers (one of each 
set of 10 would represent the base zoning which you can't sell) * 2 locations * 200 units * 800 SF " 
$10/SF = $28,800,000. Imagine how much park land this could buy and improve, how much it could 
help improve spawning streams, etc. Plus, then you wou!d have a ton of additional property tax 
revenues, and the traffic impact per person would be comparatively small since the 3,600 units 
would all be proximate to mass transit. This is the type of big thinking you should be doing for a 
study of a mass transit corridor. 

(P Downtown Bellevue will fill up eventually. Seize the opportunity to create a 2" major urban node here 
(albeit a more residential-focused one). 



Whit Hamlin 
Meriwether Partners LLC 
Commercial Real Estate Services 

Second 8 Seneca Building 
11 91 Second Avenue, Suite 1650 
Seattle, WA 98101 
p: 206.816.1576 
whamlin@mericap.com 



1 1 November 2005 

Carol Helland, 
Land Use Director, 
City of Bellevue 
Bellevue, Washington 

Subject: Comments on Scope of Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Bel-Red Corridor Project 

Reference: City of Bellevue Notice of Determination of Significance, Scoping Meeting, 
and Request for Public Comment on the Scope of an Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Bellevue Bel-Red Corridor Project dated 
20 October 2005 

Dear Ms. Helland: 

My comments on the scope of the City's environmental impact statement (EIS) for the 
Bel-Red Corridor Project are as follows: 

1. The EIS scope should include a t o ~ i c  that wiJl provide for an extensive < reasons: 

1.1 This topic is especially important because the existing zoning of the 
land area and the uses allowed under Bellevue Land Use Code Chapter 20.10 permit land 
owners in the Bel-Red Corridor wide latitude in using and developing their properties 
within the Project area. The attached Figure 1 and Table 1 clearly show that within each 
of the 4 major zoning districts in the Project area, there are many permitted uses which 
property owners have available to increase the economic land rents on their property. 
Further, the City has not advanced any compelling reasons why this Project should be 
pursued. 

1.2 Although the City staff has asserted that a very small decrease in 
employment within the Project area constitutes a reason to extensively study and rezone 
the area, the Staff has only examined employment data for two years, 1995 and 2003. 
Further, the City's einployment data (obtained from the Puget Sound Regional Council, 
who in turn obtains the data from the Washington State Employment Security 
Department) does not cover all employment in the Project area, and hence is subject to 
error. But even if there has been a very small decline in  employment this does not mean 
that the employment levels will not increase in the future. And the minor decrease 
attributed to the area's employment is hardly a reason to launch a one-million dollar study 
of the Project area. The attached Figures 2 ,3 ,4 ,  and 5 and Table 2 allow a comparison 
of the City's 2-year employment levels for the Bel-Red Project area with City 
employment levels for the City and for the State. 



1.3 During the City's recent (200412005) update of the City's 
Comprehensive Plac, the zoning and planning policies for the Bel-RedlNorthup subarea 
(virtually identical to the Bel-Red Corridor Project area) were reviewed. The City Staff, 
Planning Commission and City Council made no changes (other than reformatting) to the 
Bel-RedlNorthup subarea plan. And there have been no dramatic or significant changes 
to the subarea since the 200412005 update. Thus, there is no evidence that the Project 
area zoning needs to be changed. 

1.4 Bellevue's Buildable Lands Report dated 3 1 October 2001 (page 8) 
confirmed that "..the City can accommodate both its 2012 housing and jobs targets 
without the need to change the Comprehensive Plan or rezone additional properties to 
higher densities or intensities." This same conclusion was confirmed to the Bellevue 
Planning Commission in September 2003 as part of the Bellevue Planning and 
Community Development Department's review of the 20-year growth targets for 
Bellevue's Comprehensive Plan update. 

2. The Scol~e of the EIS should also include a topic (that will ultimately be 
expanded in considerable detail) that explains the relation of the El§ to the 
development of documents/datdplans/etc. required under WCW 36.70A. the State 
prowth manayement act, and its rationale for use of SEPA/GMA inteeration 
procedures for the followinp reasons: 

2.1 The City has not explained why it has chosen to use to use the 
SEPAIGMA integration procedures of WAC 197-1 1-2101-235, and the expanded scoping 
procedures of WAC 197-1 1-410 for development of an EIS for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project. These procedures should not be used for this ElS developinel~t because: 

( I ) ,  they invest unbridled latitude in the City staff for development of the 
EIS, and for obtaining and considering public input for use by the Council in evaluating 
proposed actions to be taken to implement the Project; 

(2), the use of these procedures has not been discussed with the Bellevue 
City Council in any meetings where the public could provide comments to the Council on 
the implications of using such procedures; 

(3), there is no information available to allow the public to understand what 
aspects of the Project are being evaluated under the requirements of RCW 36.70A, the 
State growth management act that must be considered jointly with SEPA requirements; 
and, 

(4), there is no compelling schedule or other time constraints that make use 
of these procedures either desirable or necessary. 

2.2 The City should include a section in the EIS that describes exactly what 
kind of documentslpla~~slreports required under RCW 36.70A will be prepared as part of 
this Project, the schedule for their preparation, and methods by which public review and 
comment will be accommodated prior to releaselapproval of the documents!planslreports. 
This section should also include a detailed description of the type of coordination carried 



out with other government agencies, e.g., Sound Transit, PSRC, City of Redmond, etc., in  
preparing the EIS. 

3. Currently there is no available. reliable data from Sound Transit or anv 
other apencv upon which to base EIS analvses and alternatives that include high 
capacitv transit systems that might service the Bel-Red Project area. thus. this 
subiect ( h i ~ h  capacitv transit route/technologv assessment) should be totally 
divorced from the scope of the EIS? and from the EIS itself. 

Sincerely yours, 

David F. Plummer '. 

14414 NE 14th Place 
Bellevue, WA 98007-4001 

Attachments: 
Figure 1. Bel-Red Corridor Zoning 
Table 1. Bel-Red Corridor Zoning 
Figure 2. Bel-Red Corridor Major Employment, 1995 and 2003 
Figure 3. Bellevue NCAIS-Classified E~nployment, 1995 and 2000-2003 
Table 2. Number of Bellevue NCAIS-Classified Jobs, 1995 and 2000-2003 
Figure 4. Bellevue NCAIS-Classified EmpIoyment, 1995 and 2000-2003 
Figure 5. Annual Avg. Employment, Wholesale Trade, 'Transportation & 

Warehousing, and Utilities, Washington State, 1995-2004 





Table 1. Bel-Red Corridor Zoning 

Number of Uses .Allowed In Each District 

Zoning District Approximate Permitted as Permitted as Permitted as 
% of Land Area Permitted Subord. Use Cond. Use Adm. Cond. Use 

LI- Light Ind. 5 1 5 5 3 14 3 

GC- Gen. Comm. 20 5 1 9 14 2 

0 -  Office 17 2 1  - 14 1 

CB- Comm. Bus. 1 2  40 14 13 2 

Approx. Total Area 900 acres 

Source: Bellevue Land Use Code, Chart 20.10. 440 







Type of 
Employment 

Table 2. Number of Bellevue NCATS-Classified Jobs, 
1995 and 2000-2003 

Const/Res 
FIRE 
M fg 

Re taii 
Services 

WTU 
Education 

Govt 

'Total 

Number of Bellevue NCAIS-Classified Employees In Year 

Source: PSRC Covered Employment Estimates 
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Christensen, Jeanie 

From: BelRed 

Sent: Tuesday, November 15,2005 4:14 PM 

To: Christensen, Jeanie 

Subject: FW: Open House 

FYI. 

From: Dave Young [mailto:DYoung@trammellcrow.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2005 9:18 AM 
To: BelRed 
Subject: Open House 

Thank for the open house last night. It was well put together. Some comments I have, is 520 an option for HCT 
from Bellevue Transit Station to Overlake? If not, maybe increase frequency of buses on Bel Red to Overlake? 
Both those options should be exhausted before you cut HCT through the heart of Bel Red. Even in a 
residential /office rezone, putting another "line" between existing 520 and Bel Red Road seems overkill. What 
percent of the businesses in Bel Red Corridor are tenants vs. businesses who also own their building and land? I 
feel the community wants these type of service providers somewhere convenient, not having to go to Renton for 
their service. Maybe a large portion of the 900 acres gets upzonedbut keep some service providers in a smaller 
portion of the zone. 

David J. Young 
Vice President 
TWMMELL CROW COMPANY 
1687-114th Avenue S.E. Suite 250 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
Direct Line: 425-519-6340 
Cellular: 206-948-3082 
Fax: 425-454-71 84 
Email: dyoung@trammellcrow.com 

++++++CONFIDENTI.4LITY NOTICE++++++ 
The information in this email may be confidential andlor privileged. This email is intended to be 
reviewed by only the individual or organization named above. If you are not the intended recipient or an 
authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, 
dissemination or copying of this email and its attachments, if any, or the information contained herein is 
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by return email 
and delete this email from your system. 
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corridor goject 
ent Fom-November 9,2005 

Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT). A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellewe is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellewe.wa.us if you have further comments. 

1. What d o  you like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what do you feel should be preserved there? 
atmifne 40 si-ajl??\~ WV\CP; T I K ~  Q,CBCW~~ W 

2. What opportunities and areas for improvement d o  you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 

3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 

Please print 

Name W---- 

Address: --I - 
i4LE /Z?ctl s-$: 1117652.1 liU5.idd 
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Please take a few minutes to write down your.comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project, Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by ~ecernbkr 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive mariner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT). A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellewe is beginning the proc,ess of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. 

1. What do you like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what do you feel should be preserved there? 
7HE ha -1-.7 - SI +.~b OF~ZICEC . Th& hGn=, ( C= - I A I  LY O N  W S d T C \  

r Q wt.\\cr-\ T R E ~  4 b? tic* LANBMARNC~ I h U F  km&h)m ~3 %7i-&u. LD k& A U&xy RAC\\C 
bjE P ~ G U ) &  A G A S  , WE M%/ar-S &oili,fi Chd'T\NI)& %f- PbTCGlNL, 

~3 el f i \ 3 ~ g r  @a 0- MA - ~5 . -\NTAIN h m  U S L M G  NeCiV(tRL LjG€==&'i7hr)J N O  :, wla-3 Q-.BG A d  P-a*W%b$ mh* 'i b v ' y e  L o S  T+E ~ ~ L W ~ O ~ ~ ~ P J E Z T I  o)J wfl~&. 
opportunities and areas for improvement do you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 

.,nmental enhancement, non-motorized transportation, etc.? Please note them on the map as well. 
,+%pTee,~ O T ~  PI hm TB TAE ULWA.L W A W ~  brb~-r ~ F = K _ I N G  AEE+-&- 
b a ~  TH* b , ~  'TB rs\lXGu 0% A W I  M PQ& C4CL1136- &L) 

YLJB#%& 77447 R U a s  ONE To G D  Fmw mhEZ3 Tb  SIN^ W R A 0 O - T  %& F Q ~ ~ D  TO 
u% ThE, t--.h,N 3-=, 

3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EJS will include trafic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential use:), protecting nearby neighb~lshoads, azd protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 
know your main comments and concerns about these topics, and/or other issues thar should be addressed. 
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Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT). A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellewe is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. 

I. What do you like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what do you feel should be preserved there? 

2. What opportunities and areas for improvement do you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 
environmental enhancement, non-motorized transportation, etc,? Please note them on the map as well. 

3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 
knbw your main comments and concerns about these topics, and/or other issues that should be addressed. 
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Please print 

Name &?P- &LC+CA-- - 
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Please take a few minutes to write down your comnlents or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT), A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellevue is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please princ your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. 

2. What opportunities and areas for ifXprovement d o  you'see in the corridor, suEh as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 

3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will inr!ude traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 
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Please mint , 
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ent Fom4ovember 9,2005 

Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT). A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellewe is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map abcve. Feel free to 
write on  additional paper, or  email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. , 

1. What d o  vou like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what do you feel should be preserved there? 
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ent Form-November 9,2005 

Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehe~~sive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCIJ. A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellevue is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellewe.wa.us if you have further comments. 
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2. What opportunities and areas for improvement d o  you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 
environmental enhancement, non-motorized transportation, etc.? Please note them on the map as well. 
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3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 

u t  these topics, and/or other issues that should be addressed. 
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ent Fom-November 9,2005 

Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT). A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellevue is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. 

1. %?.do you like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what do  you feel should be preserved there? 
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3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighhorl~oods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources Please let us 

Please print 

Name 
Address E-mail Address: 
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Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT). A preferred HCT route and station locations will be  identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellevue is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement @IS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
cornmellts regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land useltransportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. 

2. What opportunities and areas for improvement d o  you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 

3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 
know your main comments and concerns about these topics, and/or other issues that should be addressed. 
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ent Fom-November 9,2005 

Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or  concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCV. A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellevue is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and [he alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. 

1. What d o  you like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what d o  you feel should be  preserved there? 

2. What opportunities and areas for improvement d o  you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 
environmental enhancement, non-motorized transportation, etc.? Please note them on the map as well. 

3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 
know your main comments and concerns about these topics, and/or ether issues that should be addressed. 
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corridor p%~2ct 
ent F~rn~Novernber 9,2005 

Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCT). A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellevue is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement @IS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on additional paper, or email BelRed@ci.bellevue.wa.us if you have further comments. 

1. What d o  you like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what d o  you feel should be preserved there? 

2. What opportunities and areas for improvement d o  you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 
environmental enhancement, non-motorized transportation, etc.? Please note them on the map as well. 
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3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corr~dor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 
ltnow your main comments and concerns about these topics, and/or cther issues that should be addressed. 
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ent Fom--November 9,2005 

Please take a few minutes to write down your comments or concerns as we kick-off this Bel-Red Corridor Project. Leave this form at 
the check-in table or return it in the mail by December 23, 2005, using the postage-paid mailing panel on the reverse side. 

Project Objectives: The project will develop an updated, long-range vision for land use and transportation in the Bel-Red Corridor. 
Future land use will be determined in a comprehensive manner in coordination with Transportation planning for bicycling, walking, 
driving, and riding transit, including High Capacity Transit (HCV. A preferred HCT route and station locations will be identified in 
conjunction with Sound Transit. 

The City of Bellevue is beginning the process of developing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Bel-Red Corridor 
Project in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). As part of the SEPA scoping process, the City is looking for 
comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives we might explore and/or the environmental land .use/transportation 
issues that should be addressed by the EIS. Please print your responses, and also note comments on the map above. Feel free to 
write on arl.ditional papel., or email BelRed@ci.bellewe.wa.us if you have further comments. 

1. What do you like about the Bel-Red Corridor now, and what do you feel should be preserved there? 

2. What opportunities and areas for improvement do you see in the corridor, such as different land uses, amenities, transit options, 
environmental enhancement, non-motorized transportation, etc.? Please note them on the map as well. 
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3. The issues we will be evaluating in the Bel-Red Corridor EIS will include traffic impacts, transit, land use (including industrial, 
commercial, and residential uses), protecting nearby neighborhoods, and protecting and enhancing natural resources. Please let us 
know your main comments and concerns about these topics, and/or other issues that should be addressed. 
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SEPA Scoping Report 
Bel-Red Corridor Project 

February 2006 
 

Introduction 
During November and December 2005, the City of Bellevue conducted a public and agency 
scoping process under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) for the environmental 
impact statement (EIS) on the proposed long-range land use and transportation vision for 
the Bel-Red Corridor Project. The Bel-Red Corridor Project area is bounded by SR 520 on the 
north, I-405 and 116th Avenue NE on the west, the south side of parcels along Bel-Red Road 
on the south, and 148th Avenue NE on the east. It also includes a small eastern triangle 
bounded by Bel-Red Road, NE 20th Street, and 156th Avenue NE. During the scoping period, 
the City solicited comments from interested individuals, agencies, and organizations. State 
law requires that these comments be considered in developing the EIS alternatives, study 
requirements, and mitigation measures. 
 
This report begins by briefly describing the proposed action. It then summarizes the 
regulations that govern the scoping process and the purpose of the process as defined by 
state statutes and agency guidance. This is followed by a discussion of how the Bel-Red 
Corridor Project SEPA scoping process was conducted with respect to these regulations. 
Numerous comments were received at the public open house and via mail and e-mail 
during the open scoping period. Attachment A contains a summary of the written 
comments received and a summary of the comments received at the public open house. 
Copies of all written scoping comments received are posted on the City’s web site at 
www.bellevue.org. 
 

Description of the Proposed Action 
In 2004, the Bellevue City Council adopted a Comprehensive Plan update, as required by 
the Washington State Growth Management Act. The Land Use Element of the updated 
Comprehensive Plan identifies the overall Bel-Red/SR 520 area as one of the City’s four 
major employment centers (along with Downtown Bellevue, Factoria/Eastgate, and the 
116th/Bellefields area). The plan recognizes that while Downtown Bellevue is the City’s 
primary growth center, all four employment centers have significant concentrations and 
numbers of employees and are important to the City’s overall economy.  

The purpose of the Bel-Red Corridor Project is to develop a preferred long-range (2030) land 
use and transportation vision for the Bel-Red corridor. It will coordinate land use and 
transportation planning to support future development and redevelopment. The project will 
evaluate alternatives for implementing increased development densities of differing land 
use types, coupled with supporting transportation system changes such as arterial roadway 
improvements, high-capacity transit routes and stations, and upgrades to the non-
motorized transportation system. It will also identify potential community amenities, such 
as parks and community facilities, and environmental assets that would be needed to 
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implement the preferred vision. 
 
An important component of the project will be identifying a preferred high-capacity transit 
HCT) route and stations for the study area. Sound Transit is currently engaged in Phase 2 
planning for HCT system expansion in East King County.  A route beginning in downtown 
Seattle and running through downtown Bellevue, the Bel-Red corridor, and Overlake to 
downtown Redmond is one of the options under study for inclusion in the Phase 2 program. 
A vote on potential expansion could occur as early as November 2006. This project offers an 
opportunity for Bellevue to shape how HCT could improve mobility within the corridor 
while supporting desirable land use changes. The City is committed to providing ongoing 
public involvement activities throughout the EIS process to ensure that affected stakeholder 
groups are informed about the project and have an opportunity for meaningful review and 
input. 
 

Regulatory Background of Scoping 
Scoping is a process defined by the State Environmental Policy Act to determine the content, 
or “scope,” of an EIS.  Scoping follows the SEPA lead agency’s “determination of 
significance,” the official decision that a proposed project may have significant 
environmental impacts and will require an EIS to assess these impacts.  Issuance of the 
determination of significance (known as a DS) begins the formal scoping process.  The City 
of Bellevue’s Department of Planning and Community Development is the SEPA lead 
agency for this proposal. 

Scoping identifies the elements of the environment which may be impacted by a project, 
possible alternatives, and mitigation measures.  The process allows input on these issues 
from the public, other agencies, and Indian tribes.  Information gathered during scoping is 
used to determine what studies will be conducted during preparation of the EIS and what 
alternatives the studies will evaluate. 

The state regulations governing the scoping process are contained in Section 197-11 of the 
Washington Administrative Code (WAC).  This section, known as the “SEPA Rules,” 
implements the State Environmental Policy Act, Chapter 43.21C of the Revised Code of 
Washington.  Because the Bel-Red Corridor Project integrates planning under the 
Washington State Growth Management Act with SEPA environmental review, it follows the 
requirements of WAC 197-11-210, which the City of Bellevue has adopted by reference as 
part of its Environmental Procedures Code (Chapter 22.02 of the Bellevue Municipal Code). 
This section of the SEPA Rules is quoted below: 

WAC 197-11-210, SEPA/GMA integration.  (1) The purpose of WAC 197-11-210 
through 197-11-235 is to authorize GMA counties/cities to integrate the 
requirements of SEPA and the Growth Management Act (GMA) to ensure that 
environmental analyses under SEPA can occur concurrently with and as an integral 
part of the planning and decision making under GMA. Nothing in these sections is 
intended to jeopardize the adequacy or require the revision of any SEPA or GMA 
processes, analyses or document deadlines specified in GMA. 

http://www.mrsc.org/mc/wac/WAC%20197%20%20TITLE/WAC%20197%20-%2011%20%20CHAPTER/WAC%20197%20-%2011%20-235.htm
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(2) GMA counties/cities may use the procedures of these rules to satisfy the 
requirements of SEPA for GMA actions. Other jurisdictions planning under GMA 
may also use these integration procedures. 

(3) Environmental analysis at each stage of the GMA planning process should, at 
a minimum, address the environmental impacts associated with planning decisions 
at that stage of the planning process. Impacts associated with later planning stages 
may also be addressed. Environmental analysis that analyzes environmental impacts 
in the GMA planning process can: 

(a) Result in better-informed GMA planning decisions; 

(b) Avoid delays, duplication and paperwork in project-level environmental 
analysis; and 

(c) Narrow the scope of environmental review and mitigation under SEPA at the 
project level. 

For the Bel-Red Corridor Project, the City chose to use the “expanded scoping” process. 
Expanded scoping is defined in WAC 197-11-410, which states that its use is intended to 
promote interagency cooperation, public participation, and innovative ways to streamline 
the SEPA process.  There are no specified procedural requirements for the methods, 
techniques, or documents that may be used in an expanded scoping process, in order to 
allow the SEPA lead agency to provide maximum flexibility to meet these purposes. 
However, the regulations offer some examples of ways that lead agencies can use expanded 
scoping to encourage and assist public participation. The City actively undertook several of 
these methods, including:  

• Lengthening the time period allowed for submission of scoping comments. 
• Using meetings and/or workshops to provide information and invite feedback on the 

project and the EIS scope. 
• Distributing questionnaires and information packets about the project. 
• Consulting with other agencies while the EIS is being prepared, rather than waiting for 

them to submit their comments on a completed document. 

Bel-Red Corridor Project EIS Scoping Process 
The City of Bellevue opened the scoping period on November 3, 2005, by mailing a 
Determination of Significance and scoping notice to the Department of Ecology. The City 
also published a notice of the Determination of Significance in the  Weekly Permit Bulletin 
for the week of October 20, 2005, as well as issuing a News Release on November 3, 2005.  A 
copy of the scoping notice is provided as Attachment B to this report. The scoping comment 
period closed on December 23, 2005. 

A scoping meeting was held on November 9, 2005, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Stevenson Elementary 
School at 14220 NE 8th Street. Approximately 65 people attended. The meeting began with 
an open house where members of the public could review graphics representing the project 
area and the planning process, with City and consultant representatives on hand to answer 
questions. This was followed by a presentation on the project area and its key land use, 
transportation, and natural resource issues, along with the City’s objectives for the project. 
After the presentation, participants formed several breakout groups to brainstorm ideas on 
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what they like about the Bel-Red Corridor as it is today; what opportunities for 
improvement are available in the area; and what main concerns and issues should be 
addressed in project planning and in the SEPA analysis.  

The City also held two meetings with agency representatives that have an interest in 
redevelopment of the Bel-Red Corridor. A meeting was held on December 15, 2005 with 
staff from the Washington State Department of Ecology and the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to discuss natural resource issues, particularly those 
related to water quality and fisheries. A meeting was also held on December 29, 2005 with 
representatives of the King County Transportation Department and the Washington State 
Department of Transportation to discuss issues related to transit service in the corridor.  

Comments Received 
A total of 36 written or e-mailed comments were provided to the City during the scoping 
period. Of these, 32 were from individuals and four from agencies. The City also recorded 
notes from the breakout sessions at the public open house/scoping meeting on November 9. 
A summary of the written comments received and the notes from the public open 
house/scoping meeting are provided in Attachment A to this report. Copies of all written 
scoping comments are posted on the City’s web site at www.bellevue.org. 

Many of the issues identified in the scoping comments fell into several broad categories: 
traffic, transit, land use/zoning, economic development, and transportation. Some of the 
common issues are summarized by category below.  

Land Use / Zoning 
- Allow for continued existence of smaller commercial service businesses in the study 

area; they serve the entire city and would be difficult to relocate 

- Car lots do not fit with the desired character of the area 

- Industrial uses don’t seem to be appropriate now, except on a small scale 

- Zoning needs to change in this area; the existing medical district should be allowed 
to expand, and densities similar to those in downtown Bellevue should be permitted 
to develop here 

- Change the zoning to allow more intensive office uses and significant height 
allowances 

- No high-rise buildings; maximum of two to three stories 

- Increase zoning that will allow occupancy of human service agencies to serve 
Bellevue clients 

- Provide housing to address the existing jobs/housing imbalance on the Eastside 

- Provide affordable housing with retail 

- Residential land use would be more appropriate on the west side of the Bel-Red area 
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- Do not allow the number of residential units to increase 

- Keep urban sprawl away from existing adjacent neighborhoods 

- Protect the neighborhoods to the north 

Transportation 
- Improve access to SR 520 

- NE 20th Street should have direct access to SR 520 

- Protect the existing adjacent neighborhoods from traffic; ensure that intensified Bel-
Red development doesn’t worsen congestion on 148th  

- Maintain Bel-Red Road as a major east-west route to limit effects of spill-over traffic 
on adjacent areas  

- Improve east-west streets to relieve traffic on NE 20th Street and Bel-Red Road 

- Develop local circulation by improving east-west connections; allow for movement 
within the Bel-Red area without needing to use major streets for access 

- Consider adding bicycle and pedestrian facilities, as the area is now significantly 
underserved by them 

- Need more complete and local street system for circulation and sub-regional/city 
wide connectivity 

- Improve existing streets and add sidewalks 

Transit 
- Consider high-capacity transit (HCT) and park-and-ride facilities 

- It doesn’t make sense to run transit through the area; HCT should stay in the I-
405/SR 520 corridor 

- Need for a truly grade-separated transit mode, otherwise it [transit] won’t be as 
effective 

- Monorail would be cheaper to build and would have less impact than bus rapid 
transit (BRT) and light rail 

- Do not increase the capacity of existing streets; instead provide a more effective mass 
transit system in this area 

- The City is prematurely, and with no justification, committed to routing a light rail 
system from downtown to Overlake 

- Use transit as the basis for developing mixed-use areas around stations 

- Bring transit from other areas into Bellevue 

- Improve bus service to doctors’ offices, human services, and community centers 
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Natural Resources 
- Restore/rehabilitate wetlands and streams in the area; improve fish habitat 

- Enhance streams around Lake Bellevue 

- Daylight natural streams for salmon 

- Make wetlands a refuge for wildlife 

- The amount of open space, forested lands, wetlands, water, recreation, and quiet 
should be taken into consideration 

Economic Development 
- Build community and commercial success 

- Encourage private-sector investment to meet long term objectives 

- First priority should be economic development 

- Keep new developed areas affordable so businesses now in the corridor can remain 
or relocate there 

- Support industries such as biological products for health related drug and 
equipment developments as well as software development 

Recreation 
- Park space needs to be established, purchased, and preserved as part of the area’s 

redevelopment 

- Create another park with baseball and/or soccer fields 

- Look for open space and green space opportunities 

- Create turf sports fields; these would mix well with light industrial uses 
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Notes from Public Open House/Scoping Meeting  
Breakout Sessions 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

Summary of Comments from Small Groups 
November 9 Public Workshop 

 
 
Why are you interested in the future of the Bel-Red Corridor? 
 

• Current zoning can accommodate expanded uses 
 
• Discomfort in expending city funds to study this area that is currently working well  

 
• Consider how change in Bel-red will impact surrounding areas – especially traffic (3) 

 
• Keep the small-town feel that includes small businesses and easy parking 

 
• Improve transit services and facilities in the study area 

 
• Effects on existing commercial property and small businesses 

 
• Include pedestrians and  bicyclists – recreational and commuter – within the area and 

connections to downtown and to regional trails (2) 
 

• Several stakeholders live in, work in, own property in, and use the Bel-Red area daily 
(3) 

 
• Maintain services for personal use, - these are an important part of economic base 

 
• Don’t lose the industrial base 

 
• Emphasis on essential day-to-day services and small businesses, not boutique.  

 
• Retain the green areas, especially the mature trees that define the Bel-Red Boulevard 

corridor. 
 
• Mitigate the adverse impacts of additional density 

 
• Consider opportunities to provide for lower income housing 

 
• Enhance the internal circulation 
 
• Provide better street connectivity within the study area  
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What do you like about the Bel-Red Corridor? 
 
GENERAL 
 

• Blue collar, nitty gritty 
• Aesthetics on south-better 
• Feelings that you are not in a high-rise canyon 
• Proximity to downtown Bellevue/Crossroads 
• Can live close to work 

 
LAND USE 
 

• Small businesses that you don’t find elsewhere in the city. 
• Existing business services 
• Diversity of businesses 
• Wide range of tenants: office, warehouse, retail 
• Offers necessary services : car repair, grocery stores, furnace repair, dog grooming 
• Flexibility of land use in the area should be marketed/promoted  
• Easy to get what you need without getting on the freeway 
• It is kid/teen - friendly, like Skate King, clothing stores, Highland Center, the ballet – 

places that kids can hang out and parents can feel they are safely entertained. 
• Parking-easy, free, simple (don’t have to park in a garage) 
• Preserve uniqueness 

 
TRANSPORTATION 
 

• Bel-Red Road flows when other arterial streets don’t – due in part to not having retail 
on both sides 

• Good freeway access 
• Difficult freeway access 
• Can walk from residential areas south of Bel-Red to shopping  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 

• Abundant vegetation in places, parking is sometimes hidden 
• Trees and landscaping along Bel-Red Road. 

 
What do you dislike about the Bel-Red Corridor? 
 
LAND USE 

• Shops need redevelopment 
• The industrial area needs a facelift, renovation 
• Don’t want to lose what is there 
• Lowes is noisy, especially in early morning 
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• Strip malls; parking in front is ugly; over supply of parking 
• “Ugliest area in Bellevue” 
• Overlake Hospital area 
• Don’t want too much height; too many stories – want it to stay low scale. 

 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
Pedestrian and Bicycle 
 

• Riding bike in area: East to West routes are bad and high speed drivers 
• Bad walking routes (sidewalks need repair) 
• Not pedestrian-friendly 
• Lack of safe ped/bike routes and facilities (Northup Way) 

 
Roadways 
 

• Freeway access inadequate 
• Too much freeway access 
• 148th Avenue NE listed as alternative to I-405 
• The only way to get to I-405 is via NE 8th Street – through the congestion of the 

intersection of NE 8th Street and 116th Avenue NE 
• Constraints of I-405 and 520 Interchange-impacts on local streets 
• Challenge of in-bound commute and traffic in the morning and outbound in the 

evening 
• Limited highway crossings force traffic into neighborhood 
• No East to West interior access 
• Too few E-W and N-S connections 
• Cross streets between NE 20th Street and NE 24th Street need asphalt overlay 
• Intersection of NE 16th Street 16th and 136th Ave NE 
• Too many protected left turns 
• Traffic congestion (only 3 routes N-S: 140th, 148th, 156th) 
• SR 520/148th interchange is too busy; need a westbound half to the 124th interchange. 
• The street grid is lacking; should complete NE 20th Street and NE 24th Street 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 

• Excessive amounts of concrete-impervious surfaces 
• No park or other public access to Lake Bellevue 

 
What opportunities for change exist in the Bel-Red Corridor? 
 
LAND USE 
 

• Develop multi-family housing in Dogwood Park area 
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• Increase density west of 130th,Ave NE - not east of there where important 
neighborhood services area located 

• Preserve existing services east of 130th Ave NE - accommodate the side-by-side uses of 
auto service and retail services 

• Allow for mixed use development - especially higher-density residential, while 
retaining existing services (2) 

• Safeway site is a good candidate for higher-density mixed use, perhaps including a golf 
course 

• Big box development, as it is customarily developed, would create significant adverse 
traffic and noise impacts 

• Provide playfields, especially at edges of Bel-Red area - creating a buffer between 
residential areas to N and S and the light industrial in the center 

• Extend medical office development from the west side and high tech (Microsoft) from 
the east 

• Provide retail that serves employees in the industrial area 
• Provide a density bonus to developers in exchange for providing open space 

 
TRANSPORTATION 
  
Pedestrian and Bicycle 
 

• Enhance existing walking area near wetland 
• Provide bicycle lanes on Bel-Red Road 
• Add pedestrian and bicycle facilities on new interior access roads 
• Improve pedestrian facilities on NE 20th Street 
• Provide a pedestrian and bicycle trail between the Bellevue Botanical Garden and the 

Bel-Red area and perhaps along the power line/124th Ave NE right of way 
 
Transit 
 

• Improve local transit access 
• Provide transit hubs and cluster new development around transit in mixed-use 

structures 
• Improve transit between Overlake and Crossroads to downtown, if there is a place to 

leave a car (e.g. Park ‘N Ride) 
• Provide enhanced transit facilities and services on the west side of study area where 

density can be accommodated 
• Provide transit stops at important intersections 
• Provide a transit circulator route to connect to HCT 
• Construct one or more transit flier stops on SR 520 at major cross streets with direct 

pedestrian connections from the flier stop to local North/South transit service – and 
nearby development 

 
Roadways 
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• Improve interior roadway grid  
• Connect NE 10th to 124th to take traffic off of Bel-Red Road 
• Connect existing rights-of-way to enhance internal circulation 
• Improve bus service on 124th Ave NE 
• Improve the safety and relieve congestion for drivers on NE 24th west of 148th. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 

• Open Lake Bellevue near railroad tracts – turn this area into a public amenity 
• Open up streams 
• Provide landscape buffer/greenery along street corridors and streams 
• Improve access to, and the quality of, natural and wetland areas 
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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE, SCOPING MEETING AND 
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE SCOPE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 
Bel-Red Corridor Project 
EIS file #: 05-127994 LE 
Description of Proposal:  The purpose of the project is to develop a preferred long 
range (2030) land use and transportation vision for the project area. The project will 
include technical work involving real estate, economics, land use and urban design, 
transportation, and environmental review. Substantial opportunity for comment by 
stakeholders and the general public will be provided through a Steering Committee, 
meetings of the Planning and Transportation Commissions and the City Council, and 
project-related public meetings.  Once the final recommendations from the project are 
approved by the City Council, implementation of these recommendations will begin, 
likely in 2007.  These implementing actions may include amendments to the City’s 
comprehensive plan, subarea plans, Land Use Code, and Capital Improvements 
Program.  The City will conduct a programmatic environmental review under the 
auspices of WAC 197-11-210 SEPA/GMA integration, with expanded scoping consistent 
with WAC 197-11-410. This approach will integrate Bel-Red Corridor planning and 
decision-making with the environmental review while facilitating consideration of 
environmental issues, and promoting public participation and interagency cooperation. 
 
Location: The Bel-Red Corridor Project area is bounded by SR 520 on the north, I-405 
and 116th Avenue on the west, Bel-Red Road on the south, and on the east, 148th 
Avenue plus a small triangle bounded by Bel-Red Road, NE 20th Street and 156th 
Avenue. See Figure 1. 
 
Proponent:  City of Bellevue 
 
EIS Required:  The City of Bellevue (Lead Agency) has determined that this proposal is 
a major action under SEPA, having a probable significant adverse impact on the 
environment. An EIS is required and will be prepared at a programmatic level, 
appropriate to the early planning stage. The City has preliminarily concluded that the EIS 
will discuss impacts to earth, water resources, plants, animals, energy and natural 
resources, environmental health, land and shoreline use, housing, aesthetics, light and 
glare, recreation, historic and cultural resources, transportation, air quality, noise, 
economics, public services and utilities. The previous EISs listed below will serve as 
background information, and may be included by reference: EIS for the Overlake 
Hospital Master Plan/NE 10th Extension, February 2005; EIS for the Downtown 
Implementation Plan Update and Downtown Subarea Plan, 2003; EIS  and Section 4(f) 
Evaluation for the I-405 Corridor Program, 2002; and EIS for the SR 520 Corridor Bridge 
Replacement Program, expected in early 2006. 
 
Alternatives:  A No Action Alternative for the 2030 planning horizon will assume a 
continuation of existing zoning, committed and planned transportation system changes, 
and adopted regional growth assumptions. The No Action Alternative will provide a 
baseline for comparison with up to three alternatives including varying assumptions of 
increased development density of differing land use types, coupled with transportation 
system changes such as arterial roadway improvements, High Capacity Transit routes 
and stations, and upgrades to the non-motorized system. 



 
Scoping Meeting: 5:00 – 8:00 PM, Wednesday, November 9, 2005 
   Stevenson Elementary School 
   14220 NE 8th Street 
 
Comments:  Agencies, affected tribes and members of the public are invited to 
comment. You may comment on the alternatives, elements of the environment, probable 
significant impacts, mitigation measures, and potential conditions on any licenses or 
approvals to be considered by the City. 
 
Comments Due:  Comments may be submitted in writing through December 23, 2005 
and should be addressed to Carol Helland, Land Use Director, Department of Planning 
and Community Development, City of Bellevue, PO Box 90012, Bellevue, WA 98009-
9012. 
EIS File Number:  05-127994 LE 

 
    Figure 1 
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