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KEY FINDINGS 

CITYWIDE TRENDS 

With two recessions, this past decade has sometimes been referred to as the lost decade and 
that holds true for job growth within the City of Bellevue.  Between 2000 and 2010, 
employment in Bellevue went from an estimated 132,242 to 130,908, a decline of 1,334 
employees or a drop of one percent.  The decade began with a drop in employment of 8.5 
percent from 2000 to 2004, then rebounded between 2004 to 2006 with an increase of 8.6 
percent.  Upward growth continued from 2006 to 2008 with another increase of 6.3 percent 
before falling 5.9 percent between 2008 and 2009 and another 0.4 percent between 2009 and 
2010.   
 
Even with overall job loss in the city, the service sector witnessed substantial employment 
growth over the decade, increasing by about 6,900 employees or nearly 10 percent.  
Government and education were the only other sectors to have gains in employment, though 
at a much smaller scale.  The government sector gained 586 employees, an increase of nearly 
16 percent and the education sector gained 493 employees for an increase of almost 13 
percent. 
 
In contrast, the retail sector witnessed the largest decline in employment over the decade, 
decreasing by nearly 3,300 employees or 20 percent. The wholesale trade, transportation, and 
utilities (WTU) sector followed, losing over 2,500 employees, at a higher percentage loss of 26 
percent.  Close behind was the construction and resource sector, which lost over 2,100 
employees, at the highest percentage loss of nearly 28 percent.  The manufacturing sector 
followed, losing nearly 2,100 employees for a decline  of 27 percent.  The finance, insurance, 
and real estate (FIRE) sector also witnessed a decline over the decade, but at a much lower 
scale.  It lost just over 600 employees, a decline of nearly five percent.  

DOWNTOWN BELLEVUE TRENDS 

Over the course of the past decade, Downtown Bellevue saw employment growth of nearly  
8,500 jobs or a 25 percent increase. Most of this growth was in the form of new jobs being 
added to the city, including Microsoft’s addition of nearly 3,600 jobs to Downtown Bellevue in 
2009.  It should also be noted, however, that some of Downtown’s growth was at the expense 
of other areas of the city.  For example, Expedia moved their entire employee base from 
Eastgate to Downtown in the latter half of the decade.     
 
The two recessions over the past decade resulted in large fluctuations in Downtown job 
numbers. During the first recession Downtown witnessed an even more dramatic decline in 
employment than the city as a whole, losing over 4,000 jobs, a drop of over 12 percent. 
However, it then rebounded twice fold adding over 8,300 jobs between 2004 and 2006, an 
increase of 28 percent.  Growth continued from 2006 to 2008, but at a much slower rate 
increasing by almost three percent. During 2008, Downtown employment dropped five percent 
before increasing by over 15 percent in 2009.   
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The service sector was again the best performer increasing by just over 8,000 employees during 
the decade, an increase of 41 percent.  Downtown also witnessed strong growth in the 
government sector with the move of City Hall to its current Downtown location in February 
2006.  In contrast to citywide trends, both the WTU sector and the retail sector saw gains in 
employment over the decade, albeit relatively small gains.  WTU gained 181 jobs, an increase of 
12 percent and retail gained 47 jobs, a one percent increase.   
 
The manufacturing sector lost the largest number (323) and highest percentage (55 percent) of 
jobs in Downtown Bellevue over the decade.  It was followed by the FIRE sector, which lost 173 
jobs, a decline of three percent, and the construction and resource sector which lost 164 jobs, a 
decline of 21 percent.   

PROJECTIONS 

Projections of future employment are difficult to make in the middle of economic instability.  
The Conway-Pedersen forecast shows employment growth within the Puget Sound region 
picking up in 2011 and gaining more strength through 2015, then slowing down but remaining 
positive between 2015 and 2021. Past regional forecasts have predicted that Downtown 
Bellevue would capture nearly six percent of the region’s employment growth.  Currently, there 
are no reasons to assume otherwise.  The biggest questions lie in the pace of regional 
employment growth and whether areas outside of Downtown will exceed, maintain or decline 
in their current share of employment growth. 
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