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TO: Bellevue Transportation Commission 

FROM:  Kevin McDonald, AICP, Senior Transportation Planner, 452-4558 
  kmcdonald@bellevuewa.gov  

SUBJECT: Downtown Transportation Plan Update: On-street Parking 
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/downtown-transportation-plan-update.htm 

INTRODUCTION 

The update to the Downtown Transportation Plan will address mobility issues and challenges 
and support Downtown growth and urban livability looking out to 2030.   

On August 8, 2013, staff will review recommendations from our parking consultant, Rick 
Williams, on the potential to increase the supply of on-street parking in Downtown Bellevue. 

On-Street Parking Objective 

On-street parking supports and provides access to nearby commercial establishments and 
residences. The  scope  of  Rick  William’s  work  was  to  use  specific objective and subjective 
criteria to assess the potential to increase the on-street parking supply.  

Evaluation Criteria  

The Transportation Commission developed a list of criteria that the consultant used to  “score”  
candidate block faces for potential opportunities to add parking.  These criteria are organized in 
three categories as follows and the resulting scoring matrix is included as Attachment 1a-b. 

Planning Criteria 

 Land Use Code - Building/Sidewalk Relationship Right-of-Way Designations. This looks at 
the relationship of the building to the sidewalk through land uses and design elements 
intended to create a pedestrian oriented environment in downtown Bellevue. There is a 
five category scale, A through E, for expressing the quality of the pedestrian experience, 
“A”  being  the  most  pedestrian  oriented  and  “E”  being  the  least  pedestrian  oriented. 

 Downtown Subarea Plan. This plan identifies if the street/corridor has a pedestrian bias, 
automobile bias or is neutral. 

Transportation Operations 

 Roadway Segment PM Peak Volume/Capacity Ratio (existing-2010 and projected-2030).  
This criterion scores each roadway segment based on a ratio of the PM peak hour traffic 

mailto:kmcdonald@bellevuewa.gov
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/downtown-transportation-plan-update.htm


 

2 

 

volume compared to roadway capacity. The scoring range was broken into five 
categories indicating the traffic congestion at the p.m. peak. Note that the level of 
service analysis was based only on PM Peak hour data as mid-day LOS was not available. 

 Intersection Level of Service (existing and projected). This criterion measures the vehicle 
delay for each intersection at the evening peak hour. The greater the average delay, the 
lower the level of service. Level of service has a six category scale, ranging from LOS A 
with no noticeable time delay to LOS F with significant time delays. Note that the level 
of service analysis was based only on PM Peak hour data as mid-day LOS was not 
available. 

 PM Peak Bus Volume (existing and projected). This criterion classifies major roadway 
segments based on the volume of transit vehicles (buses) during the evening peak hour.  

Existing Conditions/Engineering Standards  

Existing conditions/engineering standards evaluations resulted from direct on-site field work 
that looked at street operations, lane widths, adjacent land uses, curb cuts, fire hydrants, 
driveway ingress and egress, etc. These criteria allowed the consulting team to physically 
observe and record unique factors at the block face level over the course of a typical day in 
downtown Bellevue. Individual observations of a block face were considered as a whole to 
make a final determination as to whether or not a specific block would be a good candidate for 
on street parking. 

Evaluation Results 

Using the criteria, the consultant scored individual block faces and categorized them for their 
opportunity potential for additional on-street parking: High Opportunity, Moderate 
Opportunity, or Low Opportunity. 

 High Opportunity block faces score well in all/most categories and should be easy to 
implement. These locations would have little to no impact on existing road operations. 

 Moderate Opportunity locations to accommodate parking would involve eliminating a 
travel lane to use for off-peak, on-street parking. These measures may result in a lower 
off-peak level of service at some intersections and increase traffic congestion due to 
parking maneuvers.  

 Low Opportunity candidates are streets unlikely to support any on-street parking. 

High Opportunity sites are expected to yield approximately new 73 stalls, while the medium 
opportunity sights could yield between 65 and 125 parking stalls, depending on how 
aggressively the City choses to pursue these opportunities. To  achieve  the  73  “High  
Opportunity” spaces would involve restriping and signing in locations that are currently striped 
and signed to prohibit parking. Reconsideration of curb space for parking may allow parking 
closer to driveways or corners, but no closer than appropriate to meet sight distance standards. 
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Staff Recommendation for On-Street Parking 

Amend the Downtown Subarea Plan to provide policy direction to pursue additional on-street 
parking  at  “high-opportunity”  locations,  provided  these  meet  with  current  engineering  
standards.  Analyze  “medium-opportunity”  locations  on  a  case-by-case basis to determine the 
value of these potential added off-peak on-street parking spaces.  

Pay for Parking Program 

As part of the City’s  2010 Budget One process, staff researched the possibility of converting the 
time-restricted on-street parking in Downtown Bellevue to pay parking. The Commission’s  June  
13 agenda memo included some excerpts from a report documenting the pay for parking 
budget proposal which is included in its entirety in Attachment 2. The pay for parking program 
envisioned would include 55 electronic pay stations that would charge $1.50 per hour from 7 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday – Friday. Revenue generated would be approximately $1 million 
annually. After the start-up costs were covered in about year 3 of the program, revenues 
beyond those required for enforcement and maintenance would be invested in Downtown 
streetscape improvements. Ultimately the budget proposal was not approved, but through the 
Downtown Transportation Plan and the Downtown Livability Initiative, the concept has been 
revived and the Commission is asked to consider a policy to support a pay for on-street parking 
program in Downtown Bellevue. 

Staff Recommendation for Pay for Parking Program 

Amend the Downtown Subarea Plan to provide policy direction to develop and implement a 
pay for parking program, governed by a set of program principles. Use the revenue generated 
from the program to pay for the management and enforcement of the program and for 
Downtown streetscape improvements. 

NEXT STEPS 

On September 12, staff will provide a final review of preliminary recommendations in 
preparation for the City Council study session on September 23. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. On-Street Parking Tech Memo and Evaluation Spreadsheets, by Rick Williams, Consulting 
a. Tech Memo 
b. 2010 Baseline Conditions 
c. 2030 Future Conditions 

2. Paid Parking Program memo and technical budget appendix, by Hillary Stibbard, Bellevue 
Transportation Department 
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Phone: (503) 236-6441   Fax: (503) 236-6164    
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*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were later 
downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations were 
conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low opportunity 
locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate opportunities” 
following observations made in the field.
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*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.
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*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.
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*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.             
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*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.
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*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.
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/%11 /%23 /%23 /%23 /%00 /%.. 2%-- /%13 /%13 /%13 /%50 /%50 0%2- 0%2- 0%06 0%06 0%06 0%06 0%/5 0%.4 /%3. /%2- 0%00 0%00 /%11 /%11 /%11 /%11 /%56 0%-- /%45 /%45 /%-3 .%61

. . . . . . / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 / /
0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 3 3
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. . . . . . 2 . . . . . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . . 0 0 . . . . 0 0 0 0 . .
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/%11 /%23 /%23 /%23 /%00 /%.. 2%-- /%13 /%13 /%13 /%50 /%50 0%2- 0%2- 0%06 0%06 0%06 0%06 0%/5 0%.4 /%3. /%2- 0%00 0%00 /%11 /%11 /%11 /%11 /%56 0%-- /%45 /%45 /%-3 .%61
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7-33

*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were later 
downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations were 
conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low opportunity 
locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate opportunities” 
following observations made in the field.
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4-33

8-33

*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.��#!������!���
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0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 / / / / / / / . . . . . . . . / / / / 2 2 0 0
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3-22

6-22

*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.�������������������������������
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##"$&'!�&+���"$�%) *Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 

later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.             
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2 2 2 2 -. -. -. -. 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 -. -. -. -. 5 5 5 5 5 2 2

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
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5-44

8-44

*Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.��
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##"$&'!�&+���"$�%) *Some originally scored “moderate opportunity locations” were 
later downgraded to “low opportunity” after field observations 
were conducted. Similarly, but to a lesser degree, some “low 
opportunity locations” were reassessed as potential “moderate 
opportunities” following observations made in the field.
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