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Tonight’s Agenda 
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Tonight’s Discussion 
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1. Staff seeks approval of the Draft Transit 
Capital Vision Report. 
 

2. Staff seeks input on the Draft Transit 
Master Plan. 



Project Timeline 
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Bellevue completed an 
environmental review of the 
proposed Transit Master Plan 
under the State Environmental 
Policy Act (SEPA) and determined 
that the proposal is not likely to 
have significant adverse impacts on 
the environment. As a result, we 
issued a Determination of Non-
significance (DNS) on May 8, 2014. 
This decision was made after 
reviewing the proposal's potential 
impacts on several elements of the 
environment, summarized in 
this SEPA environmental checklist 
(see project page). 

SEPA Determination 
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“Bellevue College will be an active 
partner in advancing the 
Connection project… While state 
funding allocations have become 
constrained and remain 
competitive between colleges and 
other state agencies we anticipate 
opportunities to provide limited 
matching funds.  We understand 
the preliminary design/engineering 
phase of the concept specifically 
may be an important phase for 
contributions from local partners." 

Bellevue College Support 



Draft Transit Capital Vision Report 
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Draft Capital Vision Report 
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Released: 11/14/2013  Final Action: ????? Approved: 2/27/14 

Even after plan adoption, all of these projects remain conceptual, and the final details of design will be 
developed as the projects proceed further along in the implementation process.  
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TMP Adoption Timeline 
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TMP Adoption Timeline 



Council 4/14/14 Briefing 
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Councilmember Question Response 

Robinson 

How does the idea of Main 
Street as a “retail corridor” - that 
emphasizes ped/bike mobility - 
align with the Draft Capital 
Vision Report's recommendation 
(L11): Convert one eastbound 
general purpose lane to a PM 
peak-only HOV lane on Main St 
from Bellevue Way NE to 112th 
Ave NE? 

Both the Transit Master Plan (TMP) and Downtown 
Transportation Plan (DTP) identify Main Street as a 
component of Bellevue's Frequent Transit Network 
where transit speed and reliability projects are 
anticipated.  Main Street is also identified as an 
important east-west non-motorized connection; as 
such, sidewalks and bicycle facilities are 
planned.  The TMP candidate project for Main 
Street (L11) would allow for on-street parking or 
additional general purpose capacity in the off-peak 
hours.  These details will be determined following a 
corridor study associated with the Downtown 
Transportation Implementation Plan; proposed for 
funding in the 2015-16 budget cycle.  
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Councilmember Question Response 

Wallace 

What are the implications of 
plan adoption on parcels 
adjacent to recommended 
projects? 

A developer whose street frontage is adjacent to a 
Transit Master Plan candidate project that is not 
associated with an adopted Bellevue CIP or TFP 
would not be required to make any construction, 
right-of-way, or easement provisions to 
accommodate the future transit project. 
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Councilmember Question Response 

Robertson 

Will the TMP influence 
Commission’s TFP/CIP 
discussions; when will the TMP 
projects come forward for 
Council consideration (current or 
future budget cycle)?  

The Transit Master Plan (TMP) reaffirms the City's 
commitment to the following transit-supportive 
roadway projects referenced in Bellevue's TFP/CIP: 
  

 Projects L1, L2, L4: Bellevue Way HOV (TFP-
242);  

 Project L5: 108th Ave NE (TFP-230);  
 Project R18: NE 4th St and Bellevue Way (TFP-

222);  
 Project L19: NE 6th St Extension (TFP-211, CIP R-

162);  
 Project L20: 124th Av NE bet Bel-Red Rd and NE 

14th St (TFP-213, CIP R-169);  
 Project L25: 148th Av NE bet Bel-Red Rd and SR-

520 (TFP-250); and,  
 Project L27: 142nd Pl SE and Snoqualmie River 

Rd (TFP-252).   
 

These and other improvements identified in the 
TMP will be implemented incrementally over time 
through Bellevue’s CIP, coordinated with transit 
service and facility improvement efforts by King 
County Metro and Sound Transit, and/or submitted 
for future grant funding opportunities.   
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Councilmember Question Response 

Robertson 
Which transit projects involve 
repurposing general purpose 
travel lanes? 

 Project L5: Convert existing lanes along 108th 
Ave NE into Business Access Transit (BAT) lanes 
and/or implement other speed and reliability 
treatments as identified by the Downtown 
Transportation Plan from NE 10th St to Main St. 
[High Priority]   

 Project L11: Convert one eastbound general 
purpose lane to a PM peak-only HOV lane on 
Main St from Bellevue Way NE to 112th Ave NE. 
[Low Priority]   

 Project L13: Convert one eastbound general 
purpose lane to a PM peak-only HOV lane on NE 
10th St from Bellevue Way NE to 112th Ave NE.   

 Project L14: Modify the channelization to allow 
BAT lanes between NE 12th St and Northup Way 
when approaching intersections and/or 
implement other speed and reliability 
treatments.   

 Project L26: Modify channelization to allow BAT 
lanes on 148th Ave NE between NE 24th St and 
NE 20th St. 
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Councilmember Question Response 

Robertson 

Did staff consider the 
implications of repurposing 
existing travel lanes on general 
purpose traffic?   

Bellevue staff leveraged a variety of travel demand 
modeling tools to consider how High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) and Business Access Transit (BAT) 
lane projects would affect transit and automobile 
travel time along Frequent Transit Network (FTN) 
corridors.  From a system-wide impacts 
perspective, implementing the HOV and BAT lane 
projects result in an overall improvement in 
citywide vehicle delay (see Appendix D12: 2030 
Citywide Level of Service Analysis in Draft Transit 
Capital Vision Report).   
  

Finally, staff undertook a detailed assessment of 
eastbound PM peak-only HOV lanes on Main St 
(Project L11) and NE 10th St (Project L13). This 
assessment determined that the projects were not 
fatally flawed—in fact, the projects would provide 
a small benefit from a person throughput 
perspective—but the degree of improvement was 
quite minor compared with that expected from 
other similar projects (see Appendix D5: 
Downtown Bellevue Micro-Simulation Analysis). 

http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/TransitCapitalVisionRepv6_2014.04.07_rev.pdf
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/TransitCapitalVisionRepv6_2014.04.07_rev.pdf
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Councilmember Question Response 

Lee 

How does the service vision align 
with the capital vision – 
specifically, how do the various 
pieces connect from 
neighborhoods to activity 
centers and between activity 
centers and region?    

A graphic will be shared at staff's May 19 briefing 
to Council that responds to this request for 
information. 
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TMP Adoption Timeline 



Draft Transit Master Plan 
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Draft Transit Master Plan (TMP) 
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Executive Summary 
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1. What is the Transit Master 
Plan? 

2. Why update the 2003 
Transit Plan? 

3. What does the TMP tell us? 
4. What does “Abundant 

Access Mean? 
5. What are the service 

oriented strategies? 
6. What are the capital 

oriented strategies? 
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Background (Introduction) 

1. Plan Purpose 
2. Planning Process 
3. Community Outreach 
4. Improvement Survey 
5. Stakeholder Interviews 
6. Non-Native English Speakers 
7. Coach Operator Survey 
8. TMP Forum 
9. Network Design Workshop 
10.Capital Workshop 



Background (Existing & Future) 
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1. Existing Transit Landscape 
(2003-2013) 

2. Existing Services 
3. Service Performance 
4. Future Transit Landscape 

(2014-2030) 
5. Pop/Emp Growth 
6. Travel Demand Growth 
7. Future Roadway Investment 
8. East Link Light Rail 



Policy Element 
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Service Element 
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2030 Growing Resources 2030 Frequent Transit Network 



Capital Element 
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City of Bellevue Influence 



Next Steps 
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1. Chair Simas and staff will present Council 
with the Commission’s Draft Transit 
Master Plan. 
 

2. No Council action is sought at this time. 

May 19 Council Meeting  



June 26 Commission Meeting  
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1. A public hearing will be held on the Draft 
Transit Master Plan at the beginning of 
the regular meeting. 
 

2. During the regular meeting, staff will 
seek input on the Transmittal Letter to 
Council. 



 
Franz Loewenherz 
Transportation Department 
floewenherz@bellevuewa.gov  
425‐452‐4077 

http://www.bellevuewa.gov/bellevue-transit-plan.htm  

Additional Information 
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