
City of 

Bellevue                               MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE: February 27, 2013 

 

TO: Chairman Carlson and Members of the Planning Commission 

 

FROM:  Paul Inghram, AICP, Comprehensive Planning Manager, PCD 452-4070 

pinghram@bellevuewa.gov 

  Michael Bergstrom, AICP, Senior Planner, PCD 452-6866 

mbergstrom@bellevuewa.gov 

 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing Regarding Office/Limited Business (OLB) District LUCA re: 

Retail Auto Sales, File No. 12-132649-AD 

 

On February 13, 2013, the Planning Commission held a study session on this Land Use Code 

Amendment (LUCA), which proposes to identify a third geographic area within the OLB 

District, this one in Eastgate, where retail auto sales could be permitted.  That study session 

followed the January 22 Council initiation of the LUCA and a February 5 East Bellevue 

Community Council (EBCC) courtesy hearing.   

 

Tonight, the Commission will hold a public hearing on the proposed LUCA, and will be asked to 

make a recommendation regarding Council action on the LUCA.  Your recommendation will be 

presented to Council in March, and final Council action is anticipated in early April.  A staff 

report providing additional background and information is enclosed with this memorandum.   

 

Recommendation options for Commission consideration are presented in page 2 of this memo.  

The staff recommendation could be implemented by the following motion language: 

 

“I move that the Planning Commission recommend that City Council adopt the 

proposed Land Use Code Amendment regarding Retail Auto Sales uses in the 

Office/Limited Business District.” 

 

COMMENTS RECEIVED TO DATE 
Five emails from the public have been received regarding this proposal.  Four of these were 

provided to you at your February 13 study session, but they are attached to this memo 

(Attachments A-D) to ensure you have all input at the time of the public hearing.  In addition, a 

fifth email (Attachment E) was received after your study session.   

 

At their February 5 courtesy hearing, the EBCC had several comments, observations, and 

questions, including: 

 

 Eastgate is a “gateway”; don’t want it to become an auto row 

 Comprehensive study of auto dealers would be a better solution 

 Will not look very favorably at future dealerships in OLB 

 No concerns about a particular parcel, but rather the erosion of East Bellevue 
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 Design review will help 

 Would like to see something done with these parcels 

 No concerns (1-2 members) 

 Traffic is not a concern 

 Questions about site access, visibility 

 Questions about auto row (116
th

 Ave NE) viability 

 Questions about Bellevue College growth plans 

 Questions about garage capacity; staff has checked our records and have determined the 

following existing parking supply for the parking garage and Bally’s Fitness site: 

o Garage structured parking – 224 

o Garage site surface parking – 28 

o Bally’s site surface parking – 82 

o Total for these two parcels - 334 

 

Any additional comments received prior to the public hearing will be provided to the Planning 

Commission at the hearing. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OPTIONS 
After holding the public hearing and considering testimony received, the Planning Commission 

should either: 

 

1. Move to recommend that Council approve the proposed Land Use Code Amendment 

regarding Retail Auto Sales uses in the Office/Limited Business District; or 

 

2. Move to recommend that Council not approve the proposed Land Use Code Amendment 

regarding Retail Auto Sales uses in the Office/Limited Business District; or 

 

3. Provide alternative direction to staff. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission choose option 1 above. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

March 18, 2013: City Council Study Session – Planning Commission Recommendation 

April 1, 2013:  City Council Final Action 

Early May 2013: East Bellevue Community Council Final Action 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

A. January 21, 2013 email from Jay Hamlin 

B. January 21, 2013 email from Francois Larrivee 

C. February 11, 2013 email from Deric Gruen 

D. February 12, 2013 email from M.M. Ezell 

E. February 15, 2013 email from Joe Suty 

 

ENCLOSED 
Staff Report 
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