
City of 
Bellevue                               MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
DATE: January 6, 2010  
  
TO: Chair Sheffels and Members of the Planning Commission 
  
FROM: Gwen Rousseau, Associate Planner/Demographer 452-2743 

GRousseau@bellevuewa.gov 
 

SUBJECT: Briefing on Bellevue’s Latest Demographics 
 
The study session on January 13, 2010, will include a briefing on the latest 
demographic information for Bellevue. Staff will provide highlights on key factors such 
as age, income, ethnicity, place of birth, housing, etc.; and compare the latest Bellevue 
findings to other jurisdictions. No action is requested at this time.  Ultimately, the 2011 
update of the Comprehensive Plan will incorporate the latest demographic information. 
 
This information comes from the US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 
and covers the period from 2006 through 2008. This is the current way that the Census 
Bureau collects detailed demographic information in a manner that is much timelier than 
the old decennial Census long form. 
 
We’ll also touch base on plans for the decennial Census, which is set for April 1, 2010. 
The decennial Census is important in that it attempts to count every single individual in 
the nation. It is critical for applications like legislative apportionment and revenue 
sharing formulas. The update will provide an overview of staff work with the US Census 
Bureau to ensure the Bellevue count is as complete as possible. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1.  Bellevue’s Changing Demographics PowerPoint slides 
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Latest Information on Community Demographics 

Where the data come from
Population growth and forecasts
Bellevue Characteristics:
Demographic
Social
E iEconomic
Housing

Where you can go for more information
The upcoming 2010 Census
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Where the information comes from
US Census detailed data no longer limited to once 
every ten years

American Community Survey provides:
More timely updates (annual, 3‐year, 5‐year)
Covers a period of time versus a snapshotCovers a period of time versus a snapshot
Margins of error published alongside estimates

2006‐2008 ACS 3‐year estimates and rankings are for Washington’s large places  with 20,000 or more population only

61,196
73,903

86,874

109,827
120,600

12,806

1953 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2009
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United States Washington King County

Bellevue Seattle

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

Male (%) Female (%)

High, medium and low Median Ages  
in  Washington’s large places

Median Age

3 3

38.1

38.5

37.1

36.7

Redmond

Seattle

King County

Washington

United States

in  Washington s large places

Rank Place Median Age

1 Mercer Island 47.1

2 Edmonds 45.8

3 Bainbridge Island 44.7

…

11 Bellevue 40.0

…

29 North Creek CDP 36.0

40.0

38.8

34.3

BELLEVUE

Kirkland

Redmond

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

30 Tacoma 36.0

…

57 Pasco 26.8

58 Pullman 22.5
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Preschool 
(Under 5)
5 5%

9th highest % in WA 13th smallest % in WA
5.5%

School Age 
(5 to 19)
17.4%

Workforce 
(45 to 64)

Older 
Adults 

(Over 65)
14.4%

12th smallest % in WA

5th highest % in WA18th highest % in WA

Workforce 
(20 to 44)
35.0%

(45 to 64)
27.7%

5 highest % in WA18th highest % in WA

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

Some other race 
alone

Two or more races
3.6%

American Indian 
and Alaska Native 

Asian alone
%

Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacific 
Islander alone

0.2%

0.6% Hispanic or Latino
5.2%

Most diverse places in WA 
include Pasco, SeaTac, 
Renton, Yakima, Federal Way 
and Kent.

White alone
65.1%

Black or African 
American alone

1.9%

and Alaska Native 
alone
0.2%

23.2%

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 
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High, medium and low  proportions of 
Asians in  Washington’s large placesAsians in  Washington s large places

Rank Geographical Area Percent Asian
1 Bellevue 25.3
2 Redmond 21.9
3 Renton 21.5

…
28 Kenmore 9.9
29 Tacoma 9.8

…

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

56 Pasco 2.3
57 Wenatchee 1.6

High, medium and low proportions 
of Foreign‐born in Washington’s 

World region of birth of Bellevue’s 
foreign‐born residents

Asia Detail

large places

Rank
Geographical 
Area

Percent 
Foreign‐

Born
1 Bellevue 30.9
2 SeaTac 30.6
3 Pasco 29.7

…
29 Des Moines 15.4

Asian Indians have been the fastest 
growing Asian subgroup increasing by 
over 900% since 1990Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

30 North Creek CDP 14.7
…

56 Bainbridge Island 4.9
57 Spokane Valley 4.7
58 Longview 4.3
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High, medium and  low proportions of residents 
over 5 that speak a language other than English at 

Percentage of residents who speak a 
l   th  th  E li h  t h

23.2

17.0

31.2

21.1

33.3

King County

Kirkland

Redmond

Seattle

BELLEVUE

over 5 that speak a language other than English at 
home in Washington’s large places

language other than English at home

Rank Geographic Area

Language 
other than 

English
1 Pasco 54.1
2 SeaTac 39.9
3 Paine Field‐Lake Stickney 36.0

…
6 Bellevue 33.3

19.6

16.6

United States

Washington

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

…
29 Kirkland 17.0
30 North Creek CDP 16.4

…
39 Spokane 7.3
40 Spokane Valley 6.8
41 Longview 6.4

Top Ten languages  spoken at home in Bellevue other than English 
d  bilit  t   k E li h

Language
Percent of all Non‐
English speakers

Percent that speak 
English less than 

"very well"
Chinese 25% 50%
Spanish or Spanish Creole 14% 41%
Korean 8% 62%
Other Asian languages 6% 16%
Russian 6% 52%

and ability to speak English

Hindi 5% 21%
Japanese 4% 51%
Other Indo‐European 
languages

4% 22%

Vietnamese 3% 51%
Persian 3% 49%
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Other family

2+ person 
non‐family

8.0
High – 49.0 – Sammamish

Married 
couple with 
children
23.2

Married 
couple 
without 
children

Single person 
30.3

5.4

High – 43.5 – Seattle 
Low – 9.5 – Cottage Lake

g 49
Low – 13.4 – Bellingham

High – 35.7 – Mercer Island
Low – 19 6 – Seattlechildren

28.4

Single parent 
(male) family

1.2

Single parent 
(female) 
family
3.6

Low – 19.6 – Seattle

High – 6.3 – South Hill
Low – 0.0 – Pullman

High – 10.9 – Mt. Vernon
Low – 2.6 – Pullman

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

Less than 9th grade th t   th  d    
Percent of Population  25 years and older 

Less than 9th grade
2.2

9th to 12th grade, no 
diploma

2.3

High school 
graduate (includes 

equivalency)
12.5

Some college, 
no degree

Graduate or 
professional 

degree
22.9

54.2

57.2

53.8

59.2

Ki  C t

Kirkland

Redmond

Seattle

BELLEVUE

with Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

no degree
17

Associate's degree
6.9

Bachelor's degree
36.2

27.4

30.5

44.4

United States

Washington

King County

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 
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Construction, 
extraction,  Production, 

t t ti   d 

Percentage of persons employed in management, 
professional and related occupations

M  

Sales and 
office 

occupations

Farming, fishing, and 
forestry occupations

0.0

maintenance and 
repair occupations

4.2

transportation, and 
material moving 
occupations

4.5

62 5

52.6

46.6

37.2

34.5

Redmond

Seattle

King County

Washington

United States

professional and related occupations

Management, 
professional, and 

related 
occupations

57.8

Service occupations
11.9

p
21.6

57.8

56.4

62.5

Bellevue

Kirkland

Redmond

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

Other means
6

Worked at homePercentage of workers  (16 and 

Carpooled
8 3

Public 
Transportation

8.5

Walked
4.5

1.6
6.8

66.3

73.4

70.1

54.1

70.3

King County

Kirkland

Redmond

Seattle

BELLEVUE

older) who drive alone to work

Drove alone
70.3

8.3

75.8

72.4

United States

Washington

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

Average travel time of all Bellevue 
workforce residents is 21 minutes.
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Bicycle, or 

Occupation
Drove 
alone Carpooled

Public 
transportation Walked

other 
means

Worked 
at home

Management, professional, and related 69.0% 8.3% 9.4% 3.9% 1.5% 8.0%
Service 68.9% 11.1% 8.2% 5.2% 2.3% 4.3%
Sales and office 73.2% 6.7% 7.8% 4.8% 0.7% 6.8%
Farming, fishing, and forestry 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Construction and extraction, and 
maintenance 69.9% 9.2% 3.0% 12.1% 3.8% 1.9%

Production, transportation, and material 
moving 76.6% 8.5% 6.3% 1.3% 3.7% 3.6%

Household Median Income Less than 
$10,000

$10,000 to 
$14 999

61 055

83,064

69,161

57,234

52,175

Seattle

Kirkland

King County

Washington

United States

,
4.0

$14,999
3.0

$15,000 to 
$24,999

6.0 $25,000 to 
$34,999

6.3

$35,000 to 
$49,999
10 3$100,000 to 

$150,000 to 
$199,999

9.6

$200,000 or 
more
11.8

81,184

88,284

61,055

BELLEVUE

Redmond

Seattle

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

10.3

$50,000 to 
$74,999
16.0$75,000 to 

$99,999
14.0

$100,000 to 
$149,999

19.0
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Percent of all persons in poverty Percent of Older Adults in poverty

5

6.4

12.5

6.9

i C

Kirkland

Redmond

Seattle

Bellevue

3.8

10

12.6

7.3

Kirkland

Redmond

Seattle

Bellevue

13.2

11.6

9.5

United States

Washington

King County

9.8

8.4

8.8

United States

Washington

King County

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

67 1United States

Percent Owner Occupied

55.7

51.6

62.2

65.6

67.1

Redmond

Seattle

King County

Washington

United States

Homeowner 
vacancy rate

Rental 
vacancy rate

United States 2.5 7.8
Washington 2.0 5.3
King County 1.8 4.6
Bellevue 1.7 4.1
Kirkland 2.5 3.3

59.2

61

Bellevue

Kirkland
Redmond 2.2 7.3
Seattle 2.3 3.9

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 



1/6/2010

11

51.7Bellevue

Percent Single family detached

1‐unit, detached
51.7

5 to 9 units
9.9

10 to 19 units
8.8

20 or more units
17.9

61.7
63.2

57.0
44.1
40.0
47.5

United States
Washington
King County

Kirkland
Redmond

Seattle

Rank Geographical Area

% 20 or 
more 
units

1 Seattle 26.3

1‐unit, attached
5.4

2 units
1

3 or 4 units
5.3

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

2 Everett 18.1
3 Bellevue 17.9

…
29 Mukilteo 10.2
30 Richland 10.0

…

54 Seattle Hill‐Silver Firs CDP 1.0
55 Orchards CDP 0.9
56 Spanaway CDP 0.0

High, medium and  low housing values of  
Washington’s large places

Median Housing Value

422,400 

526,000 

471,300 

471,800 

577,200 

King County

Kirkland

Redmond

Seattle

Bellevue
Rank Geographical Area

Median 
Housing Value

1 Mercer Island 928,200 
2 Cottage Lake CDP 641,400 
3 Bainbridge Island  632,600 
4 Sammamish 627,200 
5 Bellevue 577,200 

…
29 Marysville 300,100 

Washington s large places

192,400 

293,000 

United States

Washington

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

30 Puyallup 297,100 
…

56 Yakima 150,500 
57 Kennewick 150,000 
58 Pasco 139,100 
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Median monthly housing costs for 
homeowners with a mortgage

High, medium and  low median monthly housing costs 
for owners with a mortgage in Washington’s large places

1,508 
1,727 

2,160 
2,335 
2,205 
2,231 
2,403 

United States
Washington
King County

Kirkland
Redmond

Seattle
Bellevue

Median Monthly housing costs for 
homeowners without a mortgage

Rank Geographical Area

Median monthly owner costs 
for Housing units with a 

mortgage 
1 Mercer Island 3,198 
2 Cottage Lake CDP 2,962 
3 Sammamish 2,782 
4 Bainbridge Island 2,582 

5 Bellevue 2,403 
…

425
466
617
604
618
622
662

United …
Washington
King County

Kirkland
Redmond

Seattle
Bellevue

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

29
North Marysville 
CDP 1,821 

30 Federal Way  1,817 
…

56 Spokane  1,209 
57 Longview 1,204 
58 Walla Walla 1,193 

Median Gross Rent High, medium and  low median gross rent  in 
Washington’s large places

850 

963 

1,217 

1,241 

911 

1,203 

Washington

King County

Kirkland

Redmond

Seattle

Bellevue Rank Geographical Area
Median 

Gross rent 
1 Sammamish 1,665 
2 Cottage Lake CDP 1,468 
3 Mercer Island 1,443 

…
10 Bellevue 1,203 

…
29 Lacey 904

g g p

819 

850 

United States

Washington

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006‐2008 American Community Survey 

30 Lynnwood 903
…

56 Longview 628
57 Yakima 623
58 Pullman 616



1/6/2010

13

Go to Bellevue’s demographic webpage:g p p g
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/demographics.htm

Or go directly to the US Census Bureau’s 
American FactFinder website:

http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.ht
l? l &ml?_lang=en&_ts=

Or call or email Gwen Rousseau at: 
(425)452‐2743 grousseau@bellevuewa.gov

Goal: Count everyone living in the nation
ll f l l dImportant to Bellevue for political representation and 

funding implications

Staff recruitment is underway
Local office will hire 1,500 people from the Eastside region

Advance letter mailed March 8‐9th9
5 foreign languages at bottom of letter direct people to the 
website for assistance

Questionnaires mailed March 18‐19th
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Staff working with local Census office to ensure as 
l t    l l  t    iblcomplete a local count as possible

Complete Count Committee
Public service announcement video
Partnering with social service agencies, faith‐based 
organizations, ethnic/cultural organizations, schools 
and businessesand businesses

Bellevue Local Census Office
Open House February 18th from  1:30 to 3:30


