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Bellevue 2R MEMORANDUM
SHING®
DATE: July 13, 2007
TO: Meydenbauer Bay Steering Committee
FROM: Mike Bergstrom, Planning & Community Development

Robin Cole, Parks & Community Services

SUBJECT:  July 19, 2007 Agenda Item # 4 — Public Comment

Public comment is received in several ways. We get oral feedback at public and Steering
Committee meetings, written comment forms and emails, and telephone calls. Our goal is to
record and transmit to you a meaningful and accurate record of all citizen comment we receive
about the project. We have prepared a spreadsheet reflecting positive and negative comments
regarding various specific and general project issues and ideas. We update the spreadsheet
whenever we receive comments and after public or Steering Committee meetings. The public
comment spreadsheet is included in your packet.

We respond to each public comment we receive, informing the commenter that their ideas and
concerns have been added to the spreadsheet and will be used to inform you, the planning
process, consultants and staff. Occasionally a commenter requests that the full text of their
comments be sent to all Steering Committee members. We are including two such comments in
this packet.

Please let us know of any changes to this process you would like us to implement.
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July 9, 2007

MEMO TO: MEYDENBAUER BAY MARINA PARK STEERING COMMITTEE

FROM: SANDRA BOYD, RESIDENT AT TEN THOUSAND MEYDENBAUER
CONDOS

SUBJECT: CONCERNS REGARDING PARK DEVELOPMENT

OVERALL PARK CHARACTER

Meydenbauer Bay Marina Park will be an anchor between Meydenbauer Beach Park and
the Downtown Park. It will transist from being privately leased to having some (to be
determined) moorage available for transient boats. The visiting boaters will most
probably be docking because they want to go to Main Street for provisions or a restaurant;
or perhaps there will be an event at the Downtown Park or the annual Arts & Crafts Fair
at Bellevue Square.

The connecting land between the Marina and the Beach Park is inviting from a
walkers/sitters point of view to enjoy being close to the water. Benches for relaxing and
taking in the scenery should be provided; a PARS Course would be appropriate (various
stations to do a variety of exercises); some public art/sculptures would enhance the area
and lastly, there should be space available for picnics, perhaps a covered barbeque for
cookouts and picnic tables and benches.

MOORAGE

The privately leased marinas have earned income to pay off the bonds that enabled the
City to buy them in the first place. It makes sense to continue to lease the majority of the
slips to maintain the facilities and to preserve as much as possible the quietness that is
precious to those of us who reside in the neighborhood. It is equally as important to
minimize the number of transient boats because of the smallness of the Bay in the marina
area. We are keenly aware that there is no existing marine patrol on the water. In times
of an emergency, reliance is solely on the local land police and fire departments for
response.

UPLAND CHARACTER
&
ACCESS AND MOBILITY

Those of us who live at the Ten Thousand Meydenbauer condominiums are particularly
concerned about additional traffic, both pedestrian and vehicular. Enclosed is a



schematic design of Meydenbauer Way with a cul de sac located at the bottom of 100t
SE/Bellevue Place. The design includes a walkway for pedestrians on Meydenbauer Way
where a gentle slope meets 1015 Avenue SE on the way to Main Street. Presently, many
cars and trucks use Meydenbauer Way as a short cut. The cul de sac concept would
alleviate this situation, allowing only local traffic. Likewise, 100t Avenue SE’/Bellevue
Place would continue to serve local traffic as well as be better able to accommodate
additional visitors coming by automobile.

ENVIRONMENTAL

The combination of controlled access and mobility as well as limited public moorage
will foster an environmentally sensitive approach to the management of the new
Meydenbauer Bay Marina park.

The Bellevue Parks Department has done an excellent job in the past with landscaping
appropriately and we anticipate the same high quality approach with the new park;
softening the parking lots and buffering other hard surfaces to complement and enhance
the residential components of the neighborhood.

HISTORY

The old whaling buildings hopefully will remain as part of the legacy from Captain
Meydenbauer. Photos from the era on display in the buildings can educate future
generations of the not so distant “whaling industry.” The facilities may also be used by
the community for meetings or other group activities.

Respectfully submitted by:

Sandra Boyd

Ten Thousand Meydenbauer Way SE #1
Bellevue, WA 98004

425-450-0671
sandrabmorrison@msn.comMeydenbauer
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Bergstrom, Michael

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

GEOFF HOLM [g.holm@comcast.net]
Tuesday, July 10, 2007 5:00 PM
Cole, Robin; Bergstrom, Michael
Council

Subject: The New Waterfront Park at Meydenbauer Bay

Robin, Here are my thoughts as you decide the future of Meydenbauer Bay.

1.

The City of Bellevue Park Department has done an excellent job of creating and maintaining Bellevue’s
Parks. With the exception of the Downtown Park all are in residential neighborhoods and respect their
neighbors. | am worried that the current planning ignores the fact that Meydenbauer Bay is a residential
neighborhood. | understand that your plan includes transient moorage, commercial activities and
destruction of the residential character of Meydenbauer Bay

Please keep in mind that this is not downtown Bellevue. Taxpayers actually bought personal residences
that are part of a residentially zoned(R-4) neighborhood. Designing the new park should not be so
difficult. There is a perfect model for it already. It is the park that is there now and is called
Meydenbauer Beach Park. It is enjoyed by residents and guests every day of the year. Just make it
bigger with your new space. You could produce a mirror image of the current park with grassy lawns
and natural northwest landscaping and the community would erect a statue in your honor.

Demolish the houses as soon as possible that the City of Bellevue has purchased on Meydenbauer
Bay and plant grass. The “Animal House” Fraternity Row concept that the city is subsidizing does not
work in a residential neighborhood. The people living in the city houses are abusing their neighbors and
ignoring city ordinances.

a. lllegal Fireworks.

b. Refueling watercraft at docks and on the beach.

c. Speeding jet skis inside of county placed speed markers.
d. ‘“Party like a Rock Star”, noise amplified beyond % mile.

Somehow we got the idea that this would be the first waterfront park in Bellevue and should be
designed by consultants from San Francisco. Let's consider the design and functionality of Chism Park,
Clyde Beach, Chesterfield Beach, Enatai Beach, Newcastle Beach, Newport Boat Launch and Medina
Beach. The addition to Meydenbauer Park does not need to solve every problem of a crowded
downtown Bellevue. Since the City of Bellevue has added 5,000 new residents to downtown Bellevue
recently, we probably don’t need to figure out how to get visitors from Puyallup and Marysville to visit
the park. There is a perfect model for your new waterfront park. It is the park that already sits next to
the land we bought. Just make it bigger.

Transient Moorage. | understand from City employees that this has already been agreed upon by City's
decision makers. Nothing will change the residential character of Meydenbauer Bay more than
unlimited boating access by transients to the shoreline than this one idea. Transient moorage should be
fought in the courts by all residents of Meydenbauer Bay and Meydenbauer Yacht Club. The private
marina that the city bought is working, the boaters are courteous for the most part and revenues are
generated to pay for the operation. Turning Meydenbauer Bay into downtown Kirkland by providing free
transient moorage would be a mistake. We should look to Seward Park as a better model for how to
handle boater’s needs in a confined area like Meydenbauer Bay. A 3 mph speed limit line that runs
north and south from Clyde Beach to the southern tip of Meydenbauer Bay(pickle Point) would provide
a quiet, safe area for swimmers at two parks and recreational opportunities for all not just teens on jet
skis.

Thank you for including this with the steering committee documentation.

7/11/2007
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Geoffrey Holm
9320 se shoreland drive
Bellevue, Wa 98004

7/11/2007





