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BELLEVUE NETWORK ON AGING 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

April 5, 2006 Bellevue City Hall
8:30 a.m. Room 1E -120
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Christina Coulter, Valentina Kiselev, Jim Messner, 

Stephen Lam, Eileen Putter, Eve Stern, Eileen Rasnack, 
Berta Seltzer, Catherine Brallier, Dwayne Dilley, Diana 
Thompson, Howard Katz, Gary Dickerman 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Lynne Robinson, Marjorie Todd 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Cathy VonWald, Alex O’Reilly, Department of Parks 

and Community Services  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: None 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Gerry Lindsay 
 
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:32 a.m. by Ms. VonWald who presided.  All committee 
members were present except Lynne Robinson and Marjorie Todd. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 A. March 1, 2007  
 
Motion to approve the minutes was made by Ms. Seltzer.  Second was by Ms. Putter and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
3. OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 
 
Ms. VonWald reported the passing of Ran Dunnell, a citizen volunteer at the North Bellevue 
Community Center.  She said he was part of the North Bellevue Advisory Board for a very 
long time,, produced a video advocating for seniors, and was an active member in the bond 
issue in 2002.  Mr. Dunnell also served on the subcommittee that worked to form the Network 
on Aging.   
 
Mr. Katz added that Mr. Dunnell produced and directed the television shows Dragnet, The 
Perry Como Show, I Love Lucy, wrote the original Pepsi Cola jingle, and was in the 
television background when Russ Rogers uttered the famous line “The Dodgers win the 
pennant, the Dodgers win the pennant.” 
 
Ms. VonWald said in talking with the North Bellevue Advisory Board, it was concluded that 
it would be appropriate to recognize Mr. Dunnell during the Older Americans Month 
proclamation by the City Council.  She suggested that following the reading of the 
proclamation by Mayor Degginger a member of the Network on Aging and the North 
Bellevue Advisory Board should come to the podium, accept the proclamation, and present 
the Council with the 2007 Network on Aging work plan.  The North Bellevue Advisory Board 



representative could then briefly describe their activities and present a memorial brick to the 
family of Ran Dunnell.   
 
The Network members concurred with the suggestion, and Ms. Kiselev volunteered to serve 
as the representative.   
 
 
4. STAFF REPORT 
 
Ms. VonWald said three members of the housing subcommittee along with members from the 
Kirkland Senior Council were given a tour of affordable housing by Art Sullivan of ARCH on 
April 4.  She said the same group will participate in a discussion with Bill Morton on 
alternative housing options at 10:00 a.m. April 6.   
 
Ms. VonWald said as part of the Human Services Needs Update a community conversation is 
scheduled at Circle of Friends on April 19.  She said Ms. Thompson will participate and there 
is room for one additional member of the Network.  Additional conversations are scheduled 
for May, including one with the Crossroads Shopping Center mall walkers, and one with 
emergency medical services staff.   
 
Alex O’Reilly, Human Services Planner, reported that Mr. Katz attended the Veterans 
Resource Fair on March 31 sponsored by Representative Riechert at a church in Crossroads.  
Many who attended were older adults and they were given the opportunity to fill out the 
Needs Update survey.   
 
Ms. O'Reilly said on April 4 she attended the monthly meeting of the King County 
Developmental Disabilities Board, a group that serves in an advisory capacity.  Their group 
reported that developmentally disabled adults are living longer than in times past.  That is an 
increasing concern given that many of the developmentally disabled live with their parents, 
and as the parents age and become unable to provide care, other options are needed.  There is 
some public housing available for developmentally disabled adults, but not enough.   
 
Ms. VonWald reminded the group that responses to the online Walk and Roll survey are still 
needed.   
 
5. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 A. Transportation  
 
Mr. Dickerman reported that the transportation subcommittee continues to be involved with 
the Easy Rider Collaborative.  He said he was present on March 6 as the Human Services 
Commission was updated regarding the Collaborative.   
 
Mr. Dickerman said he participated with Ms. Seltzer and staff in the community conversation 
with mall walkers at Bellevue Square.  Nearly every person interviewed highlighted the need 
for transportation options.  When asked about the notion of having a downtown circulator, the 
level of interest was very high.  Some said they would like to see circulator services extended 
beyond the downtown to include the Crossroads, and better options for using buses to get to 
and from the downtown area.   
 
The March meeting of the Easy Rider Collaborative was canceled; the next meeting will be 
scheduled during April.  A meeting to update King County Councilmember Jane Hague about 
the Collaborative is being scheduled.   
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 B. Housing 
 
Ms. Rasnack said the housing subcommittee met earlier in the day prior to the Network 
meeting.  She said the housing tour on April 4 was very educational.  Most came away with a 
better understanding of how complex it is to build low-income housing.   
 
Ms. Rasnack said the subcommittee is looking to conduct a survey of housing providers in the 
Bellevue area.   
 
Ms. Putter said a follow-up meeting with Mr. Sullivan of ARCH and Diane Canzoneri in the 
Department of Planning and Community Development is planned to find out how much of the 
earlier housing needs survey findings has actually been implemented and what needs to still 
be done.  She stressed the need to develop a centralized database that tracks units and their 
availability.   
 
Ms. Putter asked what incentives there are for developers to bring affordable housing units 
online.  Ms. Rasnack said the incentives include but are not limited to tax credits, very low 
mortgage interest rates, and deferred payback options.   
 
Ms. Stern added that there currently are no incentives for private homeowners to develop 
accessory dwelling units; in fact, the covenants imposed in some communities specifically 
preclude them.  In Bellevue there are a number of large homes inhabited by middle-aged 
residents whose children are no longer in the home; the extra space they have could be 
utilized by seniors, but there is no system in place to match those in need with those with 
room to spare.   
 
 C. Support Services 
 
Ms. Coulter said the support services subcommittee is in the process of developing and 
finalizing a work plan for co-sponsoring the Home Sweet Home Fair.  The document should 
be ready for the full Network to review at the next meeting.  A booth will be set up at the fair 
with information about the Network, including information from each subcommittee.  
Information about various community resources will also be available.   
 
Ms. Coulter said the subcommittee has discussed which emergency number should be 
distributed to seniors in the community.  The meeting with the emergency medical services 
staff should prove helpful in making a determination.   
 
The subcommittee had a conversation about the need to develop a logo for the Network, 
something that could be used when approval has been given.  The group has also discussed 
the idea of attending various neighborhood association meetings to determine the needs by 
area.   
 
Ms. VonWald said she spoke with Neighborhood Outreach Manager Cheryl Kuhn and found 
out that the neighborhood association meetings are many and varied.  She said she will work 
with Ms. Kuhn some more to develop ideas for reaching out to the associations.   
 
Linda Wells, manager of the Aging Program of the Human Services Division of the 
Department of Community and Human Services of King County, introduced herself and 
explained that her program, along with United Way and the city of Seattle, is one of the three 
arms of the King County Area Agency on Aging.  The Area Agency on Aging provides 
funding for Meals on Wheels, Senior Information and Assistance, some adult day programs, 
and some transportation programs.  King County for its part funds some senior centers and 



some adult day programs, and contributes to the Volunteer Chore program, and trains adult 
day providers.   
 
Ms. Wells explained that the goal of the Aging Program is to determine how the county’s 
human service funds can best be allocated in the unincorporated and incorporated areas.  The 
funding allocations are locked for the next two years, but for 2008 a request for proposals will 
be sent out regarding the 2009 funding.  By that time the hope is that the department will have 
a better idea of where to direct the funds.   
 
Mr. Katz noted that while the Network focuses specifically on Bellevue, the needs of seniors 
are in fact regional by their very nature.  What is needed is a coordinated effort at the county 
level.  Ms. VonWald said the Kirkland Senior Council has had the same notion.  She 
suggested that it might be helpful as the two groups mature to meet annually to talk about 
regional needs.   
 
Ms. Brallier stressed the need for the various efforts throughout the county to avoid 
duplicating services.  Ms. VonWald and Ms. Wells concurred.   
 
Ms. Wells offered to come back and update the Network as the work of fine-tuning the 
policies progresses.   
 
6. ADJOURN 
 
Ms. VonWald adjourned the meeting at 9:46 a.m. 


