
Bellevue Human Services Commission 
September 15, 2009                      Page 1 

CITY OF BELLEVUE 
HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
 

September 15, 2009 Bellevue City Hall
6:30 p.m. City Council Conference Room 1E-113
 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Chairperson Stout, Commissioners Beighle, 

Hoople, Huenefeld-Gese, Plaskon, Seltzer, Yantis 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Emily Leslie, Alex O'Reilly, Joseph Adriano, 

Department of Parks and Community Services 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS: None 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Gerry Lindsay 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. by Chair Stout who presided. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Upon the call of the roll, all Commissioners were present. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 A.  August 18, 2009 
 
Chair Stout called attention to the first paragraph on Page 2 of the minutes and asked 
to change “…with a special light on the Bel-Red corridor…” to read “…with a special 
emphasis on the Bel-Red corridor….” She also noted that in the penultimate 
paragraph on the same page the word “contact” should be “contract.”  
 
Motion to approve the minutes as amended was made by Commissioner Plaskon.  
Second was by Commissioner Hoople and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
4. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS – None 
 
5. STAFF AND COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
Commissioner Hoople reported that on September 9 he appeared before the King 
County Regional Policy Committee to present the annual report of the Veterans and 
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Human Services Levy Oversight Board.  The Committee praised the Oversight Board 
for the work it is doing.  
 
Commissioner Hoople said on September 14 he attended another meeting at which 
the procurement plan for Strategy 2.8 was reviewed.  He said he raised several 
questions regarding human services from Strategy 1, especially the need to identify 
those who have aged out of foster care who have become homeless and who could 
use the opportunities to get into education and training programs.  He said he wished 
every agency would take a look at Strategy 2.8.  The people picked for the program 
will need to meet the HUD definition of homeless.   
 
Commissioner Beighle said she is still working on the Issaquah homelessness issue.  
She said she has interviewed quite a few businesses.   
 
Chair Stout noted that nearly the entire Commission and most of the staff were 
present on September 11 at Eastside Domestic Violence Program to help out with 
Day of Caring.   
 
Chair Stout reported that she has been tapped to serve on the community advisory 
board for Look, Listen and Learn, an early learning local public television pilot 
program being put together for children ages three to six.  The primary focus is 
school readiness.   
 
Human Services Manager Emily Leslie reminded the Commissioners that the 
Eastside’s Month of Concern for the Hungry will be starting on September 26.  On 
September 21 the City Council will approve a proclamation for the event.  Press 
releases have gone out.   
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A. 2010 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Preliminary 
Funding Recommendations 

 
Grant Coordinator Joseph Adriano noted that in July the Commission developed 
recommendations regarding the 2010 CDBG allocation.  Because no increase in the 
allocation was expected, an open RFP process was not initiated.  Agencies already 
funded with CDBG funds submitted application updates.  A public hearing on the 
recommendation of the Commission is required by the federal government.   
 
Motion to open the public hearing was made by Commissioner Yantis.  Second was 
by Commissioner Beighle and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. John Edwards with Hopelink, 14812 Main Street, thanked the Commission for 
recommending an investment in the Hopelink Employment Program.  He said support 
for the program will prove valuable to the community during the current economic 
crisis.  During 2009 the program was contracted to provide services to 17 clients, yet 
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to date services have been provided to 30 clients.  The clients receive employment 
support and case management services related to resume writing and preparation, 
job search techniques, interview preparation, and other assistance, including 
transportation and childcare.   
 
With no one else from the public wishing to address the Commission, motion to close 
the public hearing was made by Commissioner Huenefeld-Gese.  Second was by 
Commissioner Hoople and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Motion to approve the preliminary recommendation for CDBG 2010 funding as 
published was made by Commissioner Hoople.  Second was by Commissioner 
Huenefeld-Gese and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. DISCUSSION 
 
 A. Mid-Biennium Review of Human Services General Fund Contracts 
 
Mr. Adriano said the specific General Fund allocations for 2009-2010 were approved 
by the Commission in 2008.  He said the Commission traditionally conducts a 
contract performance review at the mid-point of the two-year cycle that includes 
looking at how well the contracts have performed year to date and all available 
outcomes information.   
 
 1. Catholic Community Services – Emergency Assistance Program 
 
Mr. Adriano said the program was the only one that received a funding decrease 
relative to the previous cycle, and noted that the reduction was nearly fifty percent.   
 
Mr. Adriano confirmed for Chair Stout that the number of individuals shown in the 
report as served in 2009 is an unduplicated count.   
 
 2. Catholic Community Services – Harrington House 
 
Mr. Adriano commented that a staff monitoring visit of the program would occur later 
in September, adding that it likely would be focused on providing technical 
assistance.  He pointed out that the report indicates more than 2,300 bednights, 
which would make sense for 12 people for six months, but only four of the clients are 
shown to have had Bellevue addresses.   
 
Commissioner Yantis pointed out that if only four of the 12 clients served by the 
program are from Bellevue, the total number of bednights for Bellevue clients would 
be over 700, which far exceeds the number of bednights provided in 2008.   
 
Commissioner Hoople concurred and commented that because the program did not 
serve as many clients as expected under the previous contract, the Commission 
almost did not approve 2009-2010 funding for the program.  
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Mr. Adriano said there was an issue about the agency not reporting people who were 
not from Bellevue, and that accounted in part for why their figures were so low.  Staff 
intends to discuss with Harrington House staff the issue of reporting Bellevue clients 
served as those who can show their last address was in Bellevue.   
 
Commissioner Hoople pointed out that dividing the full 12 clients served into the 
2,300 bednights reported yields more bednights than there have been days in the 
year so far.  
 
 3. Eastside Baby Corner 
 
Commissioner Hoople questioned how the program could be over its goals as 
reported given that only half the contracted award has been requested to date.  
[Note: The program bills ¼ of its award each quarter.] 
 
Commissioner Huenefeld-Gese agreed it would be good to have an update with 
regard to how well the agency is doing.  Human Services Planner Alex O’Reilly said 
they have hired a grant writer, and they are having to turn away partner agencies who 
would like to receive items, an indication that the program is feeling the effects of the 
recession.   
 
 4. Eastside Domestic Violence Program 
 
Mr. Adriano commented that 2009 is the first year the agency has participated in the 
North and East King County Funders pool and funding program.  They have reported 
that that has helped them in terms of efficiency in reporting.   
 
 5. Eastside Interfaith Social Concerns Council –  
 
Mr. Adriano noted that the figures given in the agency’s report with regard to 
reimbursement status were incorrect.  He said the 89 percent expended figure 
actually reflected the entire pool, not just the Bellevue portion.   
 
 6. Eastside Interfaith Social Concerns Council – Emergency Shelter 
 
Mr. Adriano said the expenditure figures shown in the report also reflected the entire 
pool, not just the Bellevue portion.   
 
Commissioner Hoople asked if the agency is interfacing with the King County 
veterans program to make sure they are getting all the support they can provide.  He 
was told by the agency representative David Johns Bowling, who was present at the 
meeting, that the program is connected to that source of support.   
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 7. Emergency Feeding Program 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 8. Friends of Youth – Continuum of Care 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 9. Friends of Youth – The Landing 
 
Commissioner Plaskon asked if the young adult residents of The Landing are all from 
Bellevue.  Shawn Sivly and Joan Campbell, program representatives present, said 
some of the residents will indicate they are from Bellevue even if they are from some 
other place.  The facility is intended to serve the region but does have some residents 
who are in fact from Bellevue.   
 
 10. Hopelink – Avondale Park 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 11. Hopelink – Emergency Feeding Program 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 12. Hopelink – Emergency Services Program 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 13. Hopelink – Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 14. Kirkland Interfaith Transitions in Housing 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 15. Refugee Women’s Alliance – Basic Food Outreach and Assistance 
 
Mr. Adriano said the agency report defines outreach contacts as five minutes or less 
discussing the basic food program.  Because of the way data is collected with respect 
to where people reside, the figure of 92 reported clients refers only to Bellevue 
residents, and then only those who in outreach contacts were willing to provide a zip 
code.   
 
Commissioner Yantis suggested it would be helpful to know how many non-Bellevue 
clients have also been served to get a better idea of the scope of the program.   
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 16. Meals on Wheels 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 17. Solid Ground – Housing Stability Project  
 
Mr. Adriano provided the Commissioners with a revision to the first quarter report 
provided by the agency.  The reported figure of 14 was all for the second quarter, 
which puts the program at over 60 percent.   
 
 18. St. Andrew’s Housing Group – Resident Services Program 
 
Mr. Adriano referred to the last bullet of the report and noted that he mistakenly said 
the outcome measures applied to the period from January to June and noted that in 
fact they refer to the period from April to June.   
 
 22. Salvation Army – Emergency Assistance Program 
 
Mr. Adriano noted that under the new reporting system the vouchers must be 
reported as either being for rent or utilities; previously all vouchers were lumped 
together.   
 
 23. World Impact Network – Renewal Food Bank 
 
Mr. Adriano allowed that the city has received invoices from the agency and they will 
be processed and paid soon.  He added that the agency has worked to greatly 
develop its database to comply with City reporting requirements.   
 
 24. YWCA – Women’s Center 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
 25. YWCA – Family Village 
 
The Commissioners had no questions about the program. 
 
Ms. Leslie noted that the applications in the second goal area would be reviewed at 
the next meeting.  She added that when the Council approved the funding for the 
second year of the cycle they included an estimated cost of living adjustment; staff is 
currently waiting to hear if the COLA will be at the projected level of 3.8%.   
 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Adriano said the CDBG allocation for 2009 was less than projected in the fall of 
2008.  Some of the shortfall can be tied to incorrect projections for what would be 
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available for reprogramming funds from previous years.  Where $150,000 was 
projected, in actuality the figure was closer to $78,000.  Fortunately, the CDBG 
allocation from the federal government was about $13,000 higher than expected, and 
program income from the Home Repair Program was higher by about $15,000.  The 
net result was a shortfall of $44,000, which made it necessary to implement the 
contingency plan approved by the Commission that took an equal percentage off of 
all capital programs and from planning and administration.   
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Chair Stout noted that several of the Commissioners were planning to attend the 
Hopelink opening in Kirkland on September 17.   
 
10. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS – None 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Stout adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ ______________ 
Secretary to the Human Services Commission   Date 
 
 
_______________________________________ ______________ 
Chairperson of the Human Services Commission  Date 


