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ANNEXATION 			         Frequently Asked Questions - June 1, 2012


What can you expect after annexation to Bellevue is complete?

The transition takes place mostly behind the scenes. This includes many process changes such as the property tax switch, and (only for those with Issaquah 98027) address changes. The city is updating property, site address, and service information databases to assure that service providers ranging from taxing authorities to solid waste have the data to start or continue service to our new Bellevue residents.

Where and how do I get information?
Bellevue provides direct access to top quality, essential services, including enhanced police protection, improved street maintenance, and 24-hour city utility emergency response. In addition, city staff in all departments welcomes calls and respond quickly to all public inquiries. The City’s web pages contain a great deal of easily-browsed information and contacts.  There is even an annexation-specific page.  Go to http://www.bellevuewa.gov/ for more info, or Customer Assistance.

Is it true that Bellevue bans private fireworks? 
Yes, private fireworks are not allowed in Bellevue, and this is true for 2012. Nearly all cities in King County—including nearby Issaquah, Newcastle, Renton, Redmond and Kirkland, as well as Seattle—have banned private fireworks out of public safety concerns. Since Bellevue’s ban went into effect in 1994, the number of fires and injuries common with private fireworks has been significantly reduced. 

When do I pay my taxes and other fees?
You will continue to pay your 2012 property tax bill. The King County Assessor will update the 2013 tax bill to account for levy changes as a result of annexation. 

I have an Issaquah address.  What now?
For the approximately 400 residential properties with Issaquah 98027 addresses in the annexation area, the United States Postal Service (USPS) will assign a Bellevue postal address. The City will facilitate this process but the USPS actually manages the change.

Residents do not need to file a change of address with the Postal Service, and should not take any proactive action now to inform those you communicate with by US mail. The USPS automatically notifies all parties when the City and Zip Code are changed in an address.  The Postal Service will also provide for forwarding of mail up to 12 months following the date of City and Zip Code change.  After 12 months the Postal Service will return mail to senders but with an endorsement that includes the new mailing address for another 6 months.

How will I now pay to participate in City of Bellevue recreation programs?
You already are entitled to in-city priority registration at South Bellevue Community Center. With annexation, you will have in-city priority registration AND you will pay the lower in-city fees for all recreation programs and classes at all Bellevue facilities. For those individuals who registered with us for programs starting after June 1, 2012, we will be adjusting those date specific registrations to reflect the residency rate.  

When do I need a permit?
Again, the City’s web page contains a wealth of information regarding permits, the review process, and who to call.  Go to http://www.bellevuewa.gov/development-services.htm for more info. Online permitting is available at http://www.mybuildingpermit.com/default.aspx.

What if I have a permit currently under review at King County?
King County will continue to review all “vested” building permit- and land use permit-related applications including steps for plan review, issuance, and post-issuance administration and inspection (there are some specialized permit applications under review where the City will make a decision at some point.  Please contact your specific permit reviewer or project manager).

In general, King County shall review and render decisions on requests for changes or revisions to issued permits.  Where such change is substantial, a new City permit application will be required.

On and after June 1, all new permit applications go to the City of Bellevue, and all existing code enforcement cases transfer to Bellevue.

I received a bill for new utility services. How can I find out more?
For questions on storm water charges and utility bill low-income discount programs contact Utilities Customer Service at 425 452-6973, and/or the City web site at http://www.bellevuewa.gov/utility_billing.htm..

[bookmark: FAQ3]Business and utility tax questions go to the Bellevue Tax Division at 425 452-6851, or visit http://www.bellevuewa.gov/bellevue_taxes.htm. 
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Will the City regulate my home business?
The City regulates home occupations to avoid negative impact on surrounding homes. Home occupations must have a permit to operate and, like all businesses in Bellevue, they must have a business license.

[bookmark: FAQ5]How will annexation affect a sale of property already in progress -- especially in terms of the real estate excise tax (REET)?
Annexation does not affect the amount of REET because the same tax rate (0.5%) is levied on the sale of real property in the unincorporated areas of the county and in city areas, but not both. Proceeds from the tax must be dedicated to local capital projects.
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[bookmark: FAQ8]Is it true that Bellevue bans private fireworks? 
[bookmark: FAQ10][bookmark: FAQ11][bookmark: FAQ12][bookmark: FAQ13][bookmark: FAQ14][bookmark: FAQ15][bookmark: FAQ16]Yes, private fireworks are not allowed in Bellevue. Nearly all cities in King County—including nearby Issaquah, Newcastle, and Renton, Redmond and Kirkland, as well as Seattle—have banned private fireworks out of public safety concerns.  Since Bellevue’s ban went into effect in 1994, the number of fires and injuries common with private fireworks has been significantly reduced. 
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[bookmark: FAQ19]How does the City regulate multiple vehicles at the same residence and apparently abandoned vehicles on the street?
[bookmark: FAQ20][bookmark: FAQ21]Under the Bellevue City Code there is no limit to the number of vehicles that can be parked at a residential property. The Code does regulate where vehicles can be parked on the property; vehicles cannot be parked within rear- or side-yard setbacks, and cannot be parked on grass. The Code also prohibits inoperable vehicles from being parked on a residential property. Private vehicles may not be parked in the same spot on City streets for more than 24 hours, except for specific Residential Parking Zones.
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What else?
You can raise up to six chickens or other small fowl in City residential zones without special restrictions.  No roosters, though (!).

[bookmark: FAQ27][bookmark: FAQ28]Contacts:  Nicholas Matz 425 452-5371 or nmatz@bellevuewa.gov.
