
South Bellevue 

ANNEXATION         Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

Will annexation affect my property taxes? 

Regardless of where you live in the annexation area, your property tax bill will be lower in 

Bellevue than in unincorporated King County. 

 

What about the overall costs – including utility costs – in the City of Bellevue? 

The city levies a tax on utility providers in Bellevue. Other taxes and fees will be different, and 

in some cases, higher.  But with few exceptions, annexing households will pay a lower total cost 

for taxes and fees in Bellevue than in unincorporated King County. 

 

What changes will I see in public services? 

Bellevue provides direct access to top quality, essential services, including enhanced police 

protection, improved street maintenance, and 24-hour utility emergency response. In addition, 

city staff in all departments welcome calls and respond quickly to all public inquiries. 

  

I am concerned about the future of my neighborhood; what will Bellevue annexation mean 

to me and other residents? 

As a Bellevue resident, you will have a stronger voice and greater influence over decisions that 

shape your community and neighborhood. You’ll also have access to Bellevue’s many 

neighborhood-focused services and programs, including Neighborhood Enhancement, 

neighborhood matching grants, Block Watch, neighborhood emergency preparedness, and more. 

 

If annexed, will the character of my neighborhood change? 

No, annexation will not alter the general character of the neighborhood.  The zoning that will be 

put in place reflects the existing pattern and intensity of development.  Also, Bellevue programs 

strive to build sense of community and preserve neighborhood character.  

 

What about street improvements and other projects that alter neighborhood appearance? 

Any changes that have an impact on neighborhood character will take place with community 

involvement. 

 

I pay extra to participate in City of Bellevue recreation programs. Will that change?  

You already are entitled to in-city priority registration at South Bellevue Community Center.  

With annexation, you will have in-city priority registration AND you will pay the lower in-city 

fees for all recreation programs and classes at all Bellevue facilities. 

 

Will the city interfere with my home business? 

The City allows home occupations that do not have a negative impact on surrounding homes. 

Home occupations must have a permit to operate and, like all businesses in Bellevue, they must 

have a business license. 

 

 

 

 



What about RVs, boats and trailers – will I have to remove them from my lot?  

Bellevue residents place strong importance on maintaining neighborhood appearance and 

property values. Haphazard storage of recreational vehicles is not allowed, but you can keep your 

boat, trailer or RV on site as long as you follow the city’s sight-screening requirements. 

  

I’m concerned about redevelopment impacts in my neighborhood. How will the City 

address such issues as short-platting, tree removal, and “megahouse” construction? 

New subdivisions and redeveloped single-family lots are required to preserve a percentage of 

existing trees.  Removal of trees on existing single-family lots is permitted under most 

conditions, with restrictions on steep slopes and other sensitive areas. Short plats are permitted 

within the parameters of existing zoning. And Bellevue regulations permit the construction of 

large homes as long as they conform to lot coverage and height guidelines and are built in a way 

that protects neighboring homes’ access to sunlight. 

 

What impact will annexation have on school district boundaries? 

Your children will attend the same schools. Annexation does not change school district 

boundaries. 

 

I have an Issaquah address. Will my address change with annexation? 

The United States Postal Service (USPS) assigns postal addresses.  Generally, the USPS assigns 

Bellevue city and zip codes to addresses located within City of Bellevue boundaries.  The city 

will facilitate this process but the USPS actually manages the change. 

 

What happens if we do not annex? 

King County is actively seeking to reduce its obligations for extending urban services. Residents 

will continue to be served by King County, but under conditions of declining resources and 

lower priority on urban services. 

 

What are the possible downsides to annexation? 

No, we do not. You should consider that if you are now comfortable with the prices you pay for 

the services you receive where you live now, you should expect to pay more in the future for this 

level of service without annexation. 


