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TC Recommendation – Transportation Element Policies Land Use 

 
Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid 

or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  

Edit 

existing 

Retain 

Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 

Edited or new Narrative  

Edited or new policy language 

Section Transportation and Land Use     

TR-1 Integrate land use and transportation 
decisions to ensure that the 
transportation system supports the 
Comprehensive Plan Land Use vision. 

Still valid  Edit Integrate land use and transportation decisions to ensure 

that the transportation system supports the 

Comprehensive Plan. 

TR-2 Work actively and cooperatively with 
other Eastside jurisdictions and regional 
and state agencies to plan, design, fund 
and construct regional transportation 
projects that carry out the city’s 
transportation and land use goals. 

Still valid Move to a new Regional Coordination 

section. 

Edit Work actively and cooperatively with other Eastside 

jurisdictions and regional and state agencies to plan, 

design, fund and construct regional transportation projects 

that support the city’s Comprehensive Plan. 

TR-3 Support the Urban Centers growth 
strategy of the Countywide Planning 
Policies by directing growth to Urban 
Centers and the areas with existing 
infrastructure capacity. 

Still valid Focus on transportation Edit Direct transportation investments and service to support 

the Urban Centers growth strategy of the Countywide 

Planning Policies  

TR-4 Ensure that downtown Bellevue, the 
major Urban Center of the Eastside, 
includes the following: 
1. Intensity/density of land uses sufficient 

to support high capacity transit; 
2. Mixed uses for both day and night 

activities; 
3. Pedestrian emphasis; and 

Still valid  Insert concept of mobility options. 

Remove numbered descriptions of the 

characteristics of Downtown. 

Edit Ensure that transportation infrastructure provides 

mobility options for all modes.  
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4. Alternatives to single-occupant vehicles. 
TR-5 Work with other jurisdictions to achieve a 

jobs/housing balance that makes it 
possible for people to live closer to where 
they work. 

Time to go  Repeal  

TR-6 Establish arterial level of service 
standards and other mobility targets 
in each area of the city in light of 
area-by-area development patterns 
and growth management objectives. 

Still valid Incorporate multimodal level of service 

as recommended by the 

Transportation Commission 

Need NEW multimodal LOS and 

Concurrency narrative and policies 

Edit, 

mostly new 

policy 

Establish multimodal level of service standards and other 

mobility measures and targets for roadway corridors and 

in each area of the city in consideration of planned 

development patterns and mobility options. 

TR-7 Locate new community facilities near 
major transit routes and in areas 
convenient to pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 

Still valid Move to Capital Facilities Element or 

Land Use Element 

Edit/move Locate new community facilities near frequent transit 

network routes and in areas convenient to pedestrians 

and bicyclists. 

TR-8 Incorporate transit-supportive and pedestrian-
friendly design features in new development 
through the development review process. 
Examples include: 
1. Orient the major building entries to the street 

and closer to transit stops; 
2. Avoid constructing large surface parking areas 

between the building frontage and the street; 
3. Provide pedestrian pathways that minimize 

walking distances to activities and to transit 
stops; 

4. Cluster major buildings within developments to 
improve pedestrian and transit access; 

5. Provide weather protection such as covered 
walkways or arcades connecting buildings in 
major developments, and covered waiting 
areas for transit and ridesharing; 

6. Design for pedestrian safety, including providing 
adequate lighting and paved, hazard-free 
surfaces; 

7. Provide bicycle connections and secure bicycle 
parking and storage convenient to major transit 

Still valid Substitute narrative text for all the 

policy bullets 

Urban Design Element or design 

guidelines 

Edit Incorporate transit-supportive and pedestrian-
oriented design features in new development through 
development review.  
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facilities; 
8. Use design features to create an attractive, 

interesting pedestrian environment that will 
stimulate pedestrian use; 

9. Design transit access into large developments, 
considering bus lanes, stops, and shelters as part 
of project design; and 

10. Encourage the availability of restrooms for 
public use. 

   Each of these points could be a stand-

alone policy or could be narrative in 

Urban Design Element 

New 

narrative, 

edited 

from  TR-8 

to support 

policy 

Transit oriented and pedestrian friendly design features 
support active transportation. Transportation and land use 
decisions should incorporate the following principles;  

 Orient the major building entries to the street and closer 
to transit stops; 

 Avoid constructing large surface parking areas between 
the building frontage and the street; 

 Provide pedestrian pathways that minimize walking 
distances to activities and to transit stops; 

 Cluster major buildings within developments for easy 
pedestrian and transit access; 

 Provide weather protection such as covered walkways or 
arcades connecting buildings in major developments, and 
covered waiting areas for exceptional crosswalks, transit 
and ridesharing; 

 Design for pedestrian safety, including providing adequate 
lighting and paved, hazard-free surfaces; 

 Provide bicycle connections and secure bicycle parking 
and storage convenient to bicycle commuters, visitors and 
residents; 

 Use design features to create an attractive, interesting 
pedestrian environment that will stimulate pedestrian 
use; 

 Design transit access to serve developments, considering 
bus lanes, stops, and passenger shelters as part of project 
design; and 
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 Encourage the availability of restrooms for public use. 

TR-A (TR-X25)  Incorporate non-point source pollution 

principle - Make low-impact 

development/natural drainage 

practices a preferred and commonly-

used approach to transportation 

infrastructure development. 

New Develop the transportation system in Bellevue to minimize 

environmental and neighborhood impacts, while addressing 

the city’s long-term transportation and land use objectives 

TR-B (TR-X27)   New Incorporate natural drainage practices into transportation 

infrastructure projects where effective and feasible. 

Section  Roadway Network     

TR-35 Recognize the transportation and 
recreation uses under consideration for 
the BNSF rail corridor when considering 
public and private improvements 
adjacent to and across the corridor and 
preserve the opportunity for future 
multi-model transportation use and 
access. 

Still valid Move to Pedestrian and Bicycle section  Edit Recognize the potential transportation and recreation 

uses under consideration for the Eastside Rail Corridor 

when considering public and private improvements 

adjacent to and across the corridor and preserve the 

opportunity for future multi-modal transportation use and 

access. 

TR-36 Observe the following guidelines in 
adopting and revising arterial level of 
service standards by Mobility 
Management Area: 
1. Reflect the availability of alternative 

travel options and community goals that 
may be as important as managing 
congestion, such as goals for land use, 
neighborhood protection from wider 
streets, or economic vitality. For 
example, allow more congestion in some 
areas of the city under the following 
conditions: 
a. In return for stronger emphasis on 

Still valid Incorporate the notion of corridors and 

multimodal level of service 

 

Edit Observe the following policy guidance in revising vehicle 
level of service standards by Mobility Management 
Area: 
1. Reflect the availability of mobility options;  
2. Community goals that may be as important as 

managing congestion, such as goals for land use, 
neighborhood protection from wider streets, livability, 
or economic vitality. For example, a higher level of  
congestion is allowed in some areas of the city under 
the following conditions: 

a. In return for stronger emphasis on transit, walking, 
and other mobility options t, and 

b. Where the impacts of wider streets or intersections 
are judged to be worse than the congestion they are 
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transit, walking, and other 
alternatives to the single-occupant 
vehicle, and 

b. Where the impacts of wider streets 
are judged to be worse than the 
congestion they are designed to 
solve. 

2. Establish roadway levels of service 
adequate to prevent system failure and 
to protect residential neighborhoods 
from cut-through traffic. 

designed to solve. 
3. Establish multimodal level of service standards 

adequate to ensure a functional transportation 
system. 

TR-37 Review proposed developments and 
require mitigation of traffic impacts 
where necessary. Prohibit development 
approval if the development will cause 
the area level of service in one or more 
Mobility Management Areas to fall 
below the adopted standard, unless 
demand management or other system 
improvements are provided to mitigate 
the transportation impacts. 

Still valid  Edit Review transportation system impacts of proposed 

developments and require appropriate mitigation as 

necessary. Prohibit development approval if the 

development will cause the area level of service in one or 

more Mobility Management Areas to fall below the 

adopted standard, unless demand management or other 

system improvements are provided to mitigate the 

transportation impacts. 

TR-38 Require mitigation to provide safety and 
site access, and to mitigate neighborhood 
impacts as needed to address the effects 
of development. 

Still valid  Edit Require transportation system mitigation to offset the 

adverse impacts of development with regard to safety, 

access and neighborhoods. 

TR-39 Provide an arterial system, and 
encourage the state to provide a 
freeway system, that together permit 
reasonable mobility. Improve the 
network consistent with long-range 
plans to support the Land Use 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan, 
to meet the adopted area mobility 

Still valid Include in new Regional Coordination 

section 

Edit Provide an arterial system, and encourage the state to 

provide a freeway system, that together support local and 

regional mobility and land use plans.  
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targets, and to maintain safety. 

TR-40 Facilitate the smooth flow of traffic 
on major arterials through signal 
coordination and other available 
technologies. 

Still valid  Edit   

Employ intelligent transportation system technology and 

infrastructure to support the efficient movement of 

people and vehicles throughout the city. 

TR-41 Classify city streets according to their 
function, so that needed traffic capacity 
may be preserved, and planned street 
improvements will be consistent with those 
functions. 

Still valid  Edit Classify city streets according to their function, so that 

needed mobility capacity may be preserved, and planned 

street improvements will be consistent with those 

functions 

TR-42 Expand arterial capacities through 
construction of channelization 
improvements at intersections when 
they are an alternative to the 
construction of additional lanes along 
the entire roadway. 

Still valid? Include multimodal level of service and 

livability expectations 

Edit Expand arterial capacity in consideration of the 

multimodal expectations and livability factors for the 

corridor and neighborhood.  

TR-43 Provide sufficient arterial right-of-way 
width to permit landscaping, and to 
accommodate pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, while considering neighborhood 
character and context. 

Still valid  Edit Provide sufficient arterial right-of-way width to permit 

street trees and landscaping, and to accommodate 

pedestrian and bicycle facilities, while considering 

neighborhood character and context. 

TR-44 Design arterials and streets to fit the 
character of the areas through which they 
pass. 

Still valid  Edit Design arterials and streets to fit the intended character of 

the areas through which they pass. 

TR-45 Implement adopted concepts for gateway 
design and pedestrian safety 
enhancements included in the Urban 
Design Element and Southwest Bellevue 
Subarea Plan on Bellevue Way SE, 
between I-90 and 112th Avenue SE. 

Time to go Redundant to other policy – refers to 

Urban Design Element and Southwest 

Bellevue Subarea Plan 

Repeal  

TR-46 Maintain and enhance safety for all users 
of the roadway network using measures 

Still valid This is a big catch-all policy that should 

be broken into policies dealing with 

Edit and 

separate 

Maintain and enhance safety for all users of the roadway 
network.  
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such as the following: 
1. Maintain an accident reduction program 

to identify high accident locations in the 
city, evaluate potential alternative 
solutions and implement recommended 
changes; 

2. Enforce traffic laws, particularly 
speeding, and failing to make a full stop 
at red lights and stop signs; 

3. Employ traffic calming measures to slow 
vehicular travel speed along residential 
streets and to reduce cut-through traffic; 

4. Improve the opportunities for 
pedestrians to safely cross streets at 
intersection and mid-block locations; 

5. Provide street lighting where needed 
and appropriate based on 
neighborhood context to improve 
visibility and safety while minimizing 
light/glare spillover onto adjacent 
parcels; and 

6. Minimize the number of driveways on 
all arterials to reduce the potential 
for pedestrian and vehicle collisions. 

design and enforcement into 

individual 

policies 

based on 

the topic 

TR-A 

(TR-

46.1) 

  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Maintain a collision reduction program to identify high 

collision locations ,evaluate potential safety improvements 

and implement recommended changes. 

TR-B 

(TR-

46.2) 

  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Employ traffic calming measures to slow vehicular travel 

speed along residential streets and to reduce the volume 

of cut-through traffic.  

TR-C 

(TR-

  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Improve the opportunities for pedestrians to safely cross 

streets at intersections and mid-block locations. 
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46.3) 

TR-D  

(TR-

46.4) 

  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Provide street lighting where needed and appropriate 

based on neighborhood context to improve visibility and 

safety while minimizing light/glare spillover onto adjacent 

parcels. 

TR-E 

 (TR-

46.5) 

  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Minimize the number of driveways on all arterials to 

improve the pedestrian environment and reduce the 

potential for pedestrian and vehicle collisions. 

TR-47 Minimize visual distractions, 
extraneous objects, and excessive 
clutter in circulation corridors. 

Still valid  Retain Minimize visual distractions, extraneous objects, and 

excessive clutter along arterials. 

TR-48 Minimize the amount of through-traffic 
on local streets in residential areas. 

Still valid Redundant policy - Covered as a spin-

off policy that originated in TR-46 

Repeal  

TR-49 Ensure that roadway improvements do not 

create a bypass for I-90, I-405, or SR-520 that 

would adversely affect an adjacent 

residential neighborhood. 

Still valid  Retain Ensure that roadway improvements do not create a bypass 

for I-90, I-405, or SR-520 that would adversely affect 

residential neighborhoods. 
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TC Recommendation – Transportation Element- Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Policies  

 
Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid 

or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  

Edit existing 

Retain 

Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 

Edited or new Narrative  

Edited or new policy language 

Section  Transportation Demand 
Management 

    

TR-9 Coordinate with other Eastside jurisdictions, 
the private sector, and the transit providers 
to develop and implement uniform or 
compatible transportation demand 
management regulations and strategies 
that are consistent with and implement the 
state Commute Trip Reduction Act and 
address the following factors: 
1. Parking; 
2. Services to increase high-occupancy 

vehicle use; 
3. Demand management program elements, 

including incentives; and 
4. Reporting, monitoring, and performance 

evaluation standards. 

Still valid Edit per TDM staff Edit Coordinate with other Eastside jurisdictions, the private 

sector, educational institutions and transit providers to 

develop and implement uniform or compatible 

transportation demand management regulations and 

strategies  that address the following factors: 

1. Parking; 

2. Services to facilitate and increase the use of transit, 

carpooling, vanpooling, walking, bicycling, and 

alternative work schedules; 

3. Other demand management program elements, 

including marketing, outreach and incentives; and 

4. Reporting, monitoring, and performance evaluation 

standards. 

TR-10 Require large employers to implement a 
commute trip reduction program for 
employees, as mandated by the Commute 
Trip Reduction Act. Evaluate program 
effectiveness every two years and, in 
coordination with other Eastside 
jurisdictions, lower the employer threshold 
if needed to achieve the city’s goals for 

Still valid Edit per TDM staff Edit Require large employers to implement a commute trip 

reduction program for employees, as mandated by the 

state Commute Trip Reduction law, and evaluate 

program effectiveness on a regular basis. 
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reducing use of single-occupant vehicles. 

TR-A (TR-X3)  New per TDM staff New Facilitate small employers and property managers in 

providing programs to reduce drive-alone commute trips 

by employees and building occupants through marketing, 

outreach and assistance activities. 

TR-11 Work with other jurisdictions in King County 
to establish and implement compatible 
programs to limit the supply of commuter 
parking for single-occupant vehicles. 
Consistent with the Countywide Planning 
Policies, introduce parking pricing techniques 
to discourage the use of single-occupant 
vehicles, such as: 
1. Establish methods to charge for parking 

single-occupant vehicles; 
2. Impose a parking tax, through state 

enabling legislation; and 
3. Provide tax incentives and other credits 

to employers that eliminate employee 
parking subsidies. 

Still valid Edit per TDM staff 

 

Edit Work with other jurisdictions in King County to establish 

and implement compatible programs to limit the supply 

of commuter parking for single-occupant vehicles. 

Consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies, 

introduce parking pricing techniques to discourage the 

use of single-occupant vehicles, such as: 

1. Ensuring that parking supply meets parking demand 

without encouraging drive-alone trips; 

2.Establishing methods to charge for parking single-

occupant vehicles; 

3. Imposing a parking tax, through state enabling 

legislation;  

4. Providing tax incentives and other credits to employers 

that eliminate employee parking subsidies; and 

5. Facilitating and encouraging employer cash-out 

programs for their employees. 

TR-12 Encourage employers to help reduce peak 
hour commute trips by facilitating 
employees use of telecommuting, flexible 
work hours, compressed work week 
schedules, and other scheduling options. 

Still valid Edit per TDM staff Edit Encourage employers to help reduce peak hour commute 

trips by facilitating employees’ use of telework, flexible 

work hours, compressed work week schedules, and other 

scheduling options. 

TR-13 Continue to ensure that the city as an 
employer sets a positive example by 
maintaining a strong transportation 
demand management program for its 

Still valid  Retain Continue to ensure that the city as an employer sets a 

positive example by maintaining a strong transportation 

demand management program for its employees. 
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employees. 

TR-14 Require new development to incorporate 
physical features designed to promote use 
of alternatives to single-occupant vehicles, 
such as: 
1. Preferential parking for carpools and 

vanpools; 
2. Special loading and unloading facilities for 

carpools and vanpools; 
3. Transit facilities, including comfortable 

bus stops and waiting areas, adequate 
turning room, and where appropriate, 
signal preemption and queue-jump 
lanes; and 

4. Bicycle parking, showers, secure storage 
facilities, lockers, and related facilities. 

 
Cross-reference: See Policy TR-8, concerning 
transit-supportive and pedestrian-friendly 
site design features. Also see Urban Design 
Element Policies UD-38 through 40, 
concerning sidewalks and trails. 

Still valid  Edit Promote use of  travel options by requiring new 

development to incorporate physical features , such as: 

1. Preferential parking for carpools and vanpools; 

2. Special loading and unloading facilities for carpools and 

vanpools; 

3. Transit passenger facilities, including comfortable bus 

stops and waiting areas that may be integrated in the 

building design,; and 

4. Secure and covered bicycle parking, showers,  lockers, 

and related facilities to support bicycle commuting. 

 
 

TR-15 Encourage major employers and 
the developers of major 
employment facilities to provide 
child care opportunities on site or 
nearby. 

Still valid Not needed in the Transportation 

Element, not specifically a TDM policy 

Move to Land Use Element 

Retain/mov

e 

Encourage major employers and the developers of major 

employment facilities to provide child care opportunities 

on site or nearby. 

TR-16 Encourage private developers of adjacent 
or nearby properties to execute 
agreements to provide joint use and 
funding of shared parking facilities, with 
provision for pedestrian linkages. 

Still valid Not needed as TDM policy.   

Move to Land Use/Parking section 

Edit/move Encourage private developers of adjacent or nearby 

properties to execute agreements to provide joint use 

and funding of shared parking facilities. 

TR-17 Promote increased citizen awareness of Still valid Edit per TDM staff Edit Provide outreach and assistance to increase awareness 
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travel alternatives available for midday as 
well as commute trips. 

and use of alternatives to driving alone for all types and 

purposes of trips. 

TR-18 Evaluate and promote a car-sharing 
program in Downtown Bellevue. 

Still valid Edit per TDM staff Edit Evaluate and facilitate car-sharing and bike sharing 

programs. 

TR-19 Support establishment of federal and state 
gasoline taxes to provide adequate funding 
for transportation improvements that keep 
pace with regional and community growth. 

Still valid Not needed as TDM policy.   

Move to Finance section 

Edit/move Support federal and state gasoline taxes and other 

funding measures to provide adequate funding for 

transportation improvements that keep pace with 

regional and community growth. 

TR-20 Support federal tax policies which promote 
transit and ridesharing. 

Still valid Edit per TDM staff Edit Support federal and state tax policies that promote 

transit use and ridesharing. 

TR-B (TR-X4)  Amended policy moved from the 

Downtown Transportation Plan 

New policy Support the establishment and operation of 

transportation management associations as effective 

partners in advancing the goal and strategies of demand 

management. 

TR-C (TR-X2)  New policy per TDM staff 

Note: Programs may include installing 

and maintaining an on-site transit 

information kiosk. 

Co-locate with other similar policies 

New policy Require new developments that place significant impacts 

on the transportation system to implement 

transportation management programs to reduce drive-

alone commute trips to the site. 

TR-D (TR-X1)  New policy per TDM staff New policy Establish targets for non-SOV commute trips, and 

periodically evaluate progress to these targets.   
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TC Recommendation– Transportation Element Policies - Mobility Management 

 
Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid 

or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  

Edit existing 

Retain 

Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 

Edited or new Narrative  

Edited or new policy language 

Section  Mobility Management     

TR-21 Manage the transportation system 
through the Mobility Management 
Areas shown in Figure TR.1, the 
boundaries of which reflect street 
patterns, transit serviceability, 
topography, development patterns, 
and land use objectives. 

Still valid Incorporate Transportation 

Commission recommendation for a 

multimodal level of service standard 

that includes a corridor approach 

within reconfigured mobility 

management areas.   

Edit Manage the multimodal transportation system in a 

corridor approach within and across Mobility 

Management Areas shown in Figure TR.3. 

TR-A (TR-X6)  Multimodal level of service.  New 

policy derived from TR-21 

New policy Define mobility management areas that reflect street 

patterns and connectivity, available mobility options, 

topography, development patterns, and land use 

objectives. 

TR-B (TR-X7)  Multimodal level of service New policy Utilize level of service standards for transportation 

corridors that reflect the range of available and intended 

mobility options. 

TR-C (TR-X8)  Multimodal concurrency New policy Utilize transportation concurrency standards that 

consider the available and intended mobility options for 

transportation corridors, mobility management areas and 

implementation and management priorities. 



 

TC Recommendation– Transportation Element Policies - Mobility Management   Pg.2 
 

TR-D (TR-X11)  Autonomous Vehicles and emerging 

technologies 

New policy Monitor and implement as appropriate, emerging 

technologies related to autonomous vehicles and other 

transportation technologies that are intended to improve 

mobility, safety, efficiency and people-moving capacity on 

existing and planned transportation facilities. 

TR-22 Implement the level of service standards 
and other mobility targets for major 
transportation modes within each Mobility 
Management Area, as shown in Table TR.1, 
recognizing each area’s needs as well as its 
relationship with other areas. Monitor the 
adopted mobility targets and adjust 
programs and resources as necessary to 
achieve scheduled progress on all modes. 

Still valid Policy direction to do what is needed 

to achieve the LOS standards. 

 

Also policy TR-22 contains two 

subjects – so split into two policies 

 

 

Edit - split Implement and prioritize transportation system 

improvements to meet the level of service standards for 

all transportation modes, recognizing the range of 

mobility needs of each corridor and mobility management 

area.  

TR-D (TR-X9)  Policy derived from TR-22 New policy Monitor the level of service for all modes and adjust 

programs and resources as necessary to achieve mobility 

objectives. 

TR-23 Coordinate improvements and 
operations among travel modes, 
providing connections between 
modes. 

Still valid  Edit Coordinate improvements and operations among travel 

modes and provide connections between modes. 

TR-24 Incorporate pedestrian and bicycle 
facility improvements into roadway 
projects, and incorporate 
transit/high-occupancy vehicle 
improvements where feasible. 

Still valid Policy contains two policies – so split 

into two. Reference applicable 

functional plans and/or 

Transportation Master Plan. 

Edit-split Incorporate pedestrian and bicycle facility improvements 

into roadway projects in accordance with the Pedestrian 

and Bicycle Transportation Plan. 

TR-E (TR-X5)   Edit - split Incorporate transit/high-occupancy vehicle facility 

improvements in accordance with the Transit Master Plan 

and corridor studies. 

TR-25 Provide for adequate roadway, 
pedestrian, and bicycling connections in 

Still valid  Edit Increase system connectivity for all modes by providing 

for roadway, pedestrian, and bicycling connections in 
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newly developing and redeveloping areas 
of the city, promoting both internal 
access and linkages with the rest of the 
city. 

newly developing and redeveloping areas.  

TR-26 Address the special needs of physically 
challenged and disabled citizens with 
various degrees of mobility in planning, 
designing, implementing, and maintaining 
transportation improvements particularly 
non-motorized improvements, and other 
transportation facilities and in delivering 
transportation services and programs, in 
accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Still valid  Edit Design, implement, and maintain transportation system 

improvements and deliver transportation services and 

programs in accordance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA). 

TR-27 Follow guidance provided in the city’s long-
range transportation plans, transportation 
studies, and subarea plans to identify, 
prioritize, and implement transportation 
system improvements. 

Time to go Refer to Transportation Master Plan 

for project guidance instead of all 

these separate sources 

Repeal  

TR-F   Introduce the Transportation Master 

Plan 

New Use the city’s Transportation Master Plan to identify and 

prioritize the implementation of transportation system 

improvements. 

TR-28 Involve affected neighborhoods and other 
interested citizens in the planning and 
design of transportation system 
improvements. 

Still valid  Retain Involve affected neighborhoods and other interested 

citizens in the planning and design of transportation 

system improvements. 

TR-29 Develop the transportation system 
in a manner that supports the 
regional land use and transportation 
vision presented in Vision 2020, 
Destination 2030 and the 
Countywide Planning policies for 

Still valid Regional Edit Develop the transportation system in a manner that 

supports the regional land use and transportation vision 

adopted in VISION 2040, Transportation 2040 and the 

Countywide Planning policies for King County. 
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King County. 

TR-30 Work with other Eastside 
Transportation Partnership (ETP) 
participants to identify and 
implement high priority 
transportation investments 

Still valid Regional Retain Work with other Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP) 

participants to identify and implement high priority 

transportation investments. 

TR-31 Inform, consult with, and 
otherwise involve other affected 
jurisdictions in the city’s 
transportation planning efforts. 

Still valid Regional Retain Inform, consult with, and otherwise involve other 

affected jurisdictions in the city’s transportation planning 

efforts. 

TR-32 Develop and implement strong inter-
jurisdictional agreements for 
cooperative solutions to land use and 
transportation problems that cross the 
city border. 

Still valid Regional Edit Develop and implement inter-local agreements for 

cooperative solutions for mutual land use and 

transportation concerns. 

TR-33 Establish multi-jurisdictional Mobility 
Management Areas or other agreements 
for joint adoption and implementation of 
transportation goals and measures, 
including concurrency management and 
assessment of impact fees, in areas that 
have significant cross-border trips. 

Time to go Multijurisdictional MMAs no longer 

exist  

  

TR-34 Require development within Bellevue to 
include mitigation for significant impacts 
on other jurisdictions, and work with 
other jurisdictions to ensure that 
development within their borders includes 
mitigation for significant impacts on 
Bellevue. 

Still valid  Edit Require development within Bellevue to include 

mitigation for significant transportation impacts on other 

jurisdictions, and work with other jurisdictions to ensure 

that development within their borders includes mitigation 

for significant transportation impacts on Bellevue. 
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TC Recommendation – Transportation Element Policies_ Roadway Network 

 
Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid 

or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  

Edit existing 

Retain 

Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 

Edited or new Narrative  

Edited or new policy language 

Section  Roadway Network     

TR-35 Recognize the transportation and 
recreation uses under consideration for 
the BNSF rail corridor when considering 
public and private improvements 
adjacent to and across the corridor and 
preserve the opportunity for future 
multi-model transportation use and 
access. 

Still valid Move to Pedestrian and Bicycle 

section  

 

Edit Recognize the potential transportation and recreation 

uses under consideration for the Eastside Rail Corridor 

when considering public and private improvements 

adjacent to and across the corridor and preserve the 

opportunity for future multi-modal transportation use 

and access. 

TR-36 Observe the following guidelines in 
adopting and revising arterial level of 
service standards by Mobility 
Management Area: 
1. Reflect the availability of alternative 

travel options and community goals that 
may be as important as managing 
congestion, such as goals for land use, 
neighborhood protection from wider 
streets, or economic vitality. For 
example, allow more congestion in some 
areas of the city under the following 
conditions: 
a. In return for stronger emphasis on 

transit, walking, and other 
alternatives to the single-occupant 

Still valid Incorporate the notion of corridors 

and multimodal level of service 

 

Edit Observe the following policy guidance in revising level 

of service standards by Mobility Management Area: 

1. Reflect the availability of mobility options;  

2. Consider community goals that may be as important as 

managing congestion, such as goals for land use, 

neighborhood protection from wider streets and cut-

through traffic, livability, or economic vitality. For 

example, a higher level of  congestion is allowed in 

some areas of the city under the following conditions: 

a. In return for stronger emphasis on transit, 

walking, bicycling and other mobility options, and 

b. Where the impacts of wider streets or 

intersections are judged to be worse than the 

congestion they are designed to solve. 
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vehicle, and 
b. Where the impacts of wider streets 

are judged to be worse than the 
congestion they are designed to 
solve. 

2. Establish roadway levels of service 
adequate to prevent system failure and 
to protect residential neighborhoods 
from cut-through traffic. 

Cross-reference: See Table TR.1 for adopted 
standards. 

3. Establish multimodal level of service standards 

adequate to ensure a functional transportation 

system. 

TR-37 Review proposed developments and 
require mitigation of traffic impacts 
where necessary. Prohibit development 
approval if the development will cause 
the area level of service in one or more 
Mobility Management Areas to fall 
below the adopted standard, unless 
demand management or other system 
improvements are provided to mitigate 
the transportation impacts. 

Still valid  Edit Review transportation system impacts of proposed 

developments and require appropriate mitigation. If the 

proposed development would cause the area level of 

service in one or more Mobility Management Areas to fall 

below the adopted standard, travel demand management 

or other transportation system improvements should be 

provided to mitigate the transportation impacts. 

TR-38 Require mitigation to provide safety and 
site access, and to mitigate neighborhood 
impacts as needed to address the effects 
of development. 

Still valid  Edit Require transportation system mitigation to offset the 

adverse impacts of development with regard to safety, 

access and neighborhoods.  

TR-39 Provide an arterial system, and 
encourage the state to provide a 
freeway system, that together permit 
reasonable mobility. Improve the 
network consistent with long-range 
plans to support the Land Use 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan, 
to meet the adopted area mobility 

Still valid Include in new Regional Coordination 

section 

Edit Provide an arterial system, and encourage the state to 

provide a freeway system, that together support local 

and regional mobility and land use plans.  
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targets, and to maintain safety. 

TR-40 Facilitate the smooth flow of traffic 
on major arterials through signal 
coordination and other available 
technologies. 

Still valid  Edit  Employ intelligent transportation system technology and 

infrastructure to support the efficient movement of 

people and vehicles throughout the city. 

TR-41 Classify city streets according to their 
function, so that needed traffic capacity 
may be preserved, and planned street 
improvements will be consistent with those 
functions. 

Still valid  Edit Classify city streets according to their function, so that 

needed mobility capacity may be preserved, and planned 

street improvements will be consistent with those 

functions. 

TR-42 Expand arterial capacities through 
construction of channelization 
improvements at intersections when 
they are an alternative to the 
construction of additional lanes along 
the entire roadway. 

Still valid Include multimodal level of service 

and livability expectations 

Edit Expand arterial capacity in consideration of the 

multimodal expectations and land use and livability 

factors for the corridor and neighborhood.  

TR-43 Provide sufficient arterial right-of-way 
width to permit landscaping, and to 
accommodate pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, while considering neighborhood 
character and context. 

Still valid  Edit Provide sufficiently wide arterial rights-of-way  to provide 

space for street trees and landscaping, and to 

accommodate pedestrian and bicycle facilities, while 

considering neighborhood character and context. 

TR-44 Design arterials and streets to fit the 
character of the areas through which they 
pass. 

Still valid  Edit Design arterials and streets to fit the intended character 

of the areas through which they pass. 

TR-45 Implement adopted concepts for gateway 
design and pedestrian safety 
enhancements included in the Urban 
Design Element and Southwest Bellevue 
Subarea Plan on Bellevue Way SE, 
between I-90 and 112th Avenue SE. 

Time to go Redundant to other policy – refers to 

Urban Design Element and Southwest 

Bellevue Subarea Plan 

Repeal  

TR-46 Maintain and enhance safety for all users 
of the roadway network using measures 
such as the following: 

Still valid This is a big catch-all policy that 

should be broken into policies dealing 

Edit and 

separate 

Maintain and enhance safety for all users of the roadway 
network.  
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1. Maintain an accident reduction program 
to identify high accident locations in the 
city, evaluate potential alternative 
solutions and implement recommended 
changes; 

2. Enforce traffic laws, particularly 
speeding, and failing to make a full stop 
at red lights and stop signs; 

3. Employ traffic calming measures to slow 
vehicular travel speed along residential 
streets and to reduce cut-through traffic; 

4. Improve the opportunities for 
pedestrians to safely cross streets at 
intersection and mid-block locations; 

5. Provide street lighting where needed 
and appropriate based on 
neighborhood context to improve 
visibility and safety while minimizing 
light/glare spillover onto adjacent 
parcels; and 

6. Minimize the number of driveways on 
all arterials to reduce the potential 
for pedestrian and vehicle collisions. 

with design and enforcement into 

individual 

policies 

based on 

the topic 

TR-A (TR-46.1)  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Maintain a collision reduction program to identify high 

collision locations ,evaluate potential safety 

improvements and implement recommended changes. 

TR-B (TR-46.2)  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Employ traffic calming measures to slow vehicular travel 

speed along residential streets and to reduce the volume 

of cut-through traffic.  

TR-C (TR-46.3)  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Improve the opportunities for pedestrians to safely cross 

streets at intersections and mid-block locations. 
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TR-D (TR-46.4)  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Provide street lighting where needed and appropriate 

based on neighborhood context to improve visibility and 

safety while minimizing light/glare spillover. 

TR-E (TR-46.5)  Part of existing policy TR-46 New Minimize the number of driveways on arterials to 

improve the pedestrian environment and reduce the 

potential for pedestrian and vehicle collisions. 

TR-F (ETP-5)  Moved from ETP-5  Ensure that maintenance of the existing transportation 

system be given priority consideration. 

TR-47 Minimize visual distractions, 
extraneous objects, and excessive 
clutter in circulation corridors. 

Still valid  Retain Minimize visual distractions, extraneous objects, and 

excessive clutter along arterials. 

TR-48 Minimize the amount of through-traffic 
on local streets in residential areas. 

Still valid Redundant policy - Covered as a spin-

off policy from TR-46 (TR-B) 

Repeal  

TR-49 Ensure that roadway improvements do not 

create a bypass for I-90, I-405, or SR-520 that 

would adversely affect an adjacent 

residential neighborhood. 

Still valid Move to Neighborhood Protection 

section? 

Retain Ensure that city roadway improvements do not create a 

bypass for regional traffic that would adversely affect 

residential neighborhoods. 
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TC Recommendation – Transportation Element Transit Policies  

 
Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid 

or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  

Edit existing 

Retain 

Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 

Edited or new Narrative  

Edited or new policy language 

Section Transit  Consolidate to one Transit section, with 

a subset of Light Rail best practices 

starting at TR-75-1 

 Transit 

TR-50 Work with transit providers to implement 
the Bellevue Transit Plan as an attractive 
travel option for local residents, employees, 
students, visitors, businesses and other users 
of regional facilities (See Figure TR.10). 

Still valid Transit Master Plan  Edit Work with transit providers and other partners to 

implement the Bellevue Transit Master Plan to 

ensure that transit is an easy and attractive travel 

option for those who live, work, visit, learn or do 

business in Bellevue. 

TR-51 Work with transit providers to establish a 
hierarchy of transit services focused on 
three major elements: 
1. Bellevue-Bellevue Connections (e.g. 

Downtown, Overlake, Crossroads, 
Eastgate/ BCC, Factoria) 

2. Bellevue-Eastside Connections (e.g. 
Redmond, Kirkland, Issaquah) 

3. Bellevue-Regional Connections (e.g. Seattle, 
south county) 

Still valid Transit Master Plan Edit Work with transit providers to enhance a 

frequent transit network that provides 

connections within Bellevue, to the greater 

Eastside, and to regional destinations. 

TR-52 Work with transit providers to establish transit 
hubs at activity areas in the city. Strategic 
locations for transit hubs include Downtown 
Bellevue, Crossroads, Eastgate (including 
Bellevue Community College), and Factoria. 
Direct the most intensive levels of transit service 

Still valid Transit Master Plan.   

See proposed new TR-B where this 

policy concept is incorporated 

Repeal  
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to the designated transit hubs which have been 
strategically located in the designated Urban 
Center and Activity Centers of Bellevue. 

TR-53 Work with transit providers to maintain 
and improve public transportation services 
to meet employer and employee needs. 
Develop and implement attractive transit 
commuter options, such as park and ride 
facilities and local shuttle systems with 
sufficient frequencies to increase use of 
transit for commuting and reduce reliance 
on private automobiles. 

Still valid Covered in Transportation Demand 

Management policies 

Repeal  

TR-54 Work with transit providers to create, 
maintain, and enhance a system of 
supportive facilities and systems such as: 
1. Transit stations and centers; 
2. Passenger shelters; 
3. Park and ride lots; 
4. Dedicated bus lanes, bus layovers, bus 

queue by-pass lanes, bus signal priorities; 
5. Pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including 

secure bicycle parking; 
6. Pricing; 
7. Kiosks and on-line information; and 
8. Incentive programs. 

Still valid Transit Master Plan 

 

Pricing (#6) and Incentive programs (#8) 

covered in TDM policies 

 

Covered in TR-55 

Edit Work with transit providers to create, maintain, 

and enhance a system of transit-supportive 

facilities and amenities. 

TR-55 Work with private developers and transit 
providers to integrate transit facilities and 
pedestrian and bicycle connections into 
residential, retail, manufacturing, office, 
and other types of development. 

Still valid Land use/transportation integration and 

collaboration with transit agencies and 

private sector 

Edit Coordinate with private developers and transit 

providers to integrate transit passenger 

information and facilities, pedestrian connections 

and weather protection, and bicycle access and 

parking into new development and 

redevelopment. 

TR-56 Develop partnerships with transit providers to Still valid See TR-55 Repeal  
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implement projects providing neighborhood–
to–transit links that improve pedestrian and 
bicycle access to transit services and facilities. 

TR-57 Coordinate with transit providers to 
enhance transit service information and 
provide incentives to encourage and 
facilitate transit use. 

Still valid Covered in TR-55 and in Transportation 

Demand Management policies 

Repeal  

TR-58 Participate actively in efforts to expand the 
regional transit system. Work to ensure 

that Eastside services and facilities are high 
priorities for system improvements. 

Still valid Combine TR-58 & TR-60. Edit Ensure that transit services and facilities in 

Bellevue and the Eastside are high priorities for 

regional system plans and improvements 

consistent with the Bellevue Transit Master Plan. 

TR-59 Provide regional leadership for regional 
transit system planning efforts. 

Still valid Combined with TR-58 Repeal  

TR-60 Secure a share of regional transit system 
facilities and service priorities for Bellevue 
residents proportional to the city’s 
contributed share of regional transit 
revenues. 

Time to go Policy refers to subarea equity model 

that was replaced with performance 

metrics, covered in TR-58, 59, 60. 

Ensure transit service supports intended 

land use 

Edit Secure transit system facilities and service to 

support planned land use. 

TR-61 Work with transit providers to maintain and 
expand direct and frequent regional bus 
routes to support the city’s land use and 
mode split goals. 

Still valid  Edit Work with transit providers to maintain and 

expand frequent and reliable transit service in 

Bellevue to support community needs, the city’s 

land use plans and mode share goals. 

TR-62 Work to ensure that the regional transit 
system includes park and ride lots to serve 
activity centers in the region and on the 
Eastside to: 
1. Intercept trips by single occupant vehicles 

closer to the trip origins; 
2. Reduce traffic congestion; and 
3. Reduce total vehicle miles traveled. 

Still valid Items 2 and 3 may or may not be 

accomplished by the citing of commuter 

parking facilities 

Edit Ensure that the transit system includes 

commuter parking facilities that are located and 

managed to intercept trips closer to the trip 

origins. 

TR-63 Encourage transit providers to increase the Still valid Covered in TR-62 Repeal  
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frequency of transit serving the permanent 
park and ride lots in the I-90 corridor to 
better balance commuter usage of the lots. 

TR-64 Encourage transit providers and the state 
to provide new and expanded park and 
ride lots to adequately serve city residents 
and to develop additional capacity outside 
Bellevue at other strategic Eastside 
locations to serve outlying residents. 

Still valid Combine w/TR-62 Repeal  

TR-65 Work with transit providers and local 
property owners to develop new leased park 
and ride lots. 

Still valid Transit Master Plan priority  

Covered in TR 62 

Repeal  

TR-66 Work with the regional transit provider to 
ensure that transit system development occurs 
in accordance with the adopted Sound Transit 
long-range system map and plan (see Figure 
TR.10). 

Still valid Transit Master Plan  

Covered in TR-58 

Repeal  

TR-67 Identify and preserve necessary right-of-way 
for regional transit facilities. 

Still valid  Edit Identify and preserve necessary right-of-way for 

transit facilities. 

TR-68 Integrate local transit services and facilities with 
the regional transit services and facilities and 
modes serving Bellevue and the Eastside. 

Still valid Concept embedded in the Transit 

Master Plan, Covered in TR-58 

Repeal  

TR-69 Work in partnership with transit providers to 
market and promote regional transit services 
to commuters, residents, and employers. 

Still valid Combined w/facilities in TR-55 and with 

Transportation Demand Management 

policies. 

Repeal  

TR-70 Promote transit use and achieve land use 
objectives through transit system planning that 
includes consideration of: 
1. Land uses that support transit, including 

mixed use and night-time activities; 
2. Transit-oriented development opportunities 

with the private and public sectors; 

Still valid Covered in the following: 

Land Use Element 

TR-51 

TR-61 

TR-B 

TR-F 

Repeal  
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3. A safe and accessible pedestrian environment, 
with restrictions on auto access; 

4. Integrating multiple access modes, 
including buses, carpools and vanpools, 
bicycles and pedestrians; 

5. Provisions for bicycles on transit vehicles; and 
6. Access to regional destinations, 

including employment centers, 
residential concentrations, and major 
recreational facilities; and 

7. Urban design and community character 
that support and facilitate transit use; and 

8. Protecting nearby neighborhoods from 
undesirable impacts. 

 

TR-71 Improve transit connections between 
downtown Bellevue and other 
designated urban centers. 

Still valid Transit Master Plan  

Covered in TR-51 

Repeal  

TR-72 Provide regional leadership to 
implement a successful high capacity 
transit system to serve Bellevue and the 
Eastside. 

Still valid Combined with TR-58. Repeal  

TR-73 Work with Sound Transit to ensure that any 
HCT service to and within the Eastside 
serves Downtown Bellevue as the major hub 
of the Eastside. 

Still valid A bit redundant to TR-51, but added 

emphasis to position Bellevue for ST3 

Edit  Work with transit providers to ensure that HCT 

service supports Bellevue’s role as a Regional 

Growth Center with frequent, reliable transit 

service to population and employment centers 

within the city, and providing direct transit 

connections to Eastside cities and the region. 

TR-74 Work with Sound Transit to ensure that HCT 
services to Downtown Bellevue are provided at 
levels commensurate with Downtown Bellevue 
being the highest concentration of population 
and employment in King County outside of 

Still valid Consolidate with TR-73.   

Important for ensuring transit service 

and HCT expansion under ST3 benefits 

Bellevue. 

Repeal  
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Seattle and its designation as an urban center as 
well as a Metropolitan Regional Growth Center. 
HCT services should include frequent service to 
downtown Seattle and other urban centers. 

TR-75 Strengthen Bellevue’s role as the Eastside 
urban center through provision of high 
levels of HCT service. 

Still valid Incorporated in revised TR-75.3. Repeal  

TR-A (TR-X16)  Transit Master Plan New Advocate for transit service enhancements 

paired with a city commitment to implement 

transit- supportive infrastructure. 

TR-B (TR-X14)  Transit Master Plan - Frequent Transit 

Network 

New Support a frequent transit network in 

Bellevue that serves transit hubs and 

population and employment centers with 

reliable commuter and all-day service and 

seamless interface between transit routes, 

East Link, and other modes. 

TR-C (TR-X17)  Transit Master Plan - Speed and 

Reliability 

New Implement infrastructure and technology to 

support reliable transit arrival time and travel 

time along the frequent transit network. 

TR-D (TR-X15)  Transit Master Plan - Pedestrian and 

Bicycle Access to Transit 

New Integrate pedestrian and bicycle access to 

transit as a means to serve neighborhoods. 

TR-E (TR-X23)  Transit Master Plan - Transit Service and 

Facilities Funding 

 

Move to Finance 

New Secure funding to implement transit service 

and capital facilities.  

TR-F (TR-X19)  Reference to private transit operators New Work collaboratively with employer-based 

transit systems so that these systems can be 

integrated into the transit service planning 

within the city. 
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TR-G (TR-X13)  From Transit Master Plan – Abundant 

Access, page 54 

New Support planned growth and development 

with a bold transit vision that provides 

efficient, useful, attractive service for most 

people, to most destinations, most of the 

time, serving maximum ridership. 
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TC Recommendation – Transportation Element-(Light Rail ) High Capacity Transit (HCT) Policies 

 
Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  

Edit existing 

Retain 

Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 

Edited or new Narrative  

Edited or new policy language 

Section Light Rail Transit - General  Integrate light rail with policies on high 

capacity transit service 

 High Capacity Transit General 

TR-75.1 Develop a light rail system in collaboration 
with the regional transit provider that 
advances the City’s long-term transportation 
and land use objectives, minimizes 
environmental and neighborhood impacts, 
and balances regional system performance. 

Still valid Universal removal of “regional” in 

reference to transit providers 

Edit  Develop a HCT system in collaboration with 

the transit providers that advances the city’s 

long-term transportation and land use 

objectives, minimizes environmental and 

neighborhood impacts, and optimizes 

regional system performance. 

TR-75.2 Use the Light Rail Best Practices Report, 
including City expectations of Sound Transit, to 
guide City actions and advocacy in pursuit of the 
best community outcomes for developing and 
operating light rail transit in Bellevue. 

Still valid Information in LRBP is becoming dated 

& could be outdated by next update. 

Reference “best practices” in a more 

generic sense to keep it current. 

Edit  Research and apply best practices of other cities 

and systems to guide city actions and advocacy in 

pursuit of the best community outcomes for 

developing and operating high capacity transit. 

TR-75.3 Develop and maintain a strong working 
relationship with the regional transit 
provider to ensure a collaborative effort to 
implement light rail in Bellevue. 

Still valid Delete reference to LRT and regional 

transit provider to address all providers 

and transit services. 

Edit Develop and maintain a strong working 

relationship with transit providers to ensure a 

collaborative effort to implement HCT. 

TR-75.4 Provide ample opportunity for meaningful public 
involvement by residents, neighborhood groups, 
business leaders, and other informal and formal 
stakeholders in a cooperative and coordinated 
community involvement program with the 
regional transit provider. Members of the 
community should have opportunities 

 There will be additional planning (e.g. 

ST3) that should engage the public 

early and often in the planning.  

Consolidate with other Transportation 

policies about public engagement. 

Edit Provide ample opportunity for meaningful, 

comprehensive cooperative and coordinated 

community involvement program with transit 

providers to help shape the ultimate 

configuration and operation of any  HCT system. 
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throughout any light rail planning and 
implementation process to help shape the 
ultimate configuration of any light rail system in 
Bellevue and throughout the Eastside. 

Sub-

section 

Light Rail Transit – Routing and Alignment     

TR-75.5 Work with the regional transit provider to 
provide reliable, high-performance, attractive 
alternatives to single-occupant vehicle travel by 
providing service to the city’s major 
employment centers and residential areas. A 
light rail system should add new travel capacity 
within its own right-of-way, rather than replace 
existing travel lane capacity, in order to 
maximize speed and reliability for light rail while 
minimizing impacts to other modes. 

 

Still valid Specific to East Link and light rail and 

may not be sufficient for future 

planning (e.g. ST3).  Revise or 

consolidate with similar policies to 

address coordination with regional 

transit providers and serving specific 

areas of Bellevue (see TR-74). 1st part 

of policy is addressed in TR-73 and 

others.  Policy should be broadened to 

cover HCT rather than just LRT. 

Edit  Ensure that  HCT adds new travel capacity 

within its own right-of-way, rather than 

replacing existing travel lane capacity, in order 

to maximize speed and reliability for HCT while 

minimizing impacts to other modes. 

TR-76.6 Support plans by the regional transit provider to 
connect Bellevue, Seattle and Redmond activity 
centers, including downtown Bellevue and the 
developing center of Bel-Red, with service that 
optimizes convenience for riders. Light rail 
should connect “somewhere to somewhere.” 

Still valid Look ahead to ST3 to support transit 

service connections to Downtown 

Bellevue.  Revise to be more generic 

about connecting downtown Bellevue 

or broaden language to be inclusive of 

what city would like to see in future 

extensions of all forms of future 

regional transit service. 

Edit  Support plans by transit providers to connect 

Bellevue, Seattle and Redmond activity centers 

with service that optimizes convenience for 

riders.  

TR-75.7 Advocate for light rail service that is consistent 
with local land use and transportation plans. Light 
rail planning should further the achievement of 
the City’s land use and transportation vision. 

Still valid This policy is redundant with TR-75.1 

and can be repealed. 

Repeal  

TR-75.8 Advocate for an alignment for downtown 
Bellevue that advances the adopted land use 

Still valid Alignment language no longer valid.  Edit  Plan and implement HCT service within Bellevue 
in a manner that advances the adopted land use 
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vision for an urban downtown by: 
1. optimizing ridership, system performance, 

and user convenience; 
2. locating stations in proximity (i.e. within a 10 

minute walk) to existing and planned 
employment and residential concentrations in 
the downtown subarea; 

3. addressing aesthetic concerns and promoting 
superior urban design integration, within the 
established urban context; 

4. minimizing impacts on businesses and 
residents during construction; and 

5. minimizing overall impacts of a light rail 
system on the operation of the downtown 
street network. 

Revise or consolidate to maintain 

policy language about optimizing 

ridership, design and integration with 

existing uses in a way that applies to all 

stations. 

vision by: 
1. Optimizing ridership, system performance, 

and user convenience; 
2. Providing exceptional pedestrian and bicycle 

access to stations; 
3. Promoting superior urban design; 
4. Minimizing impacts on businesses and 

residents during construction;  
5. Minimizing overall impacts on the operation 

of the street network; and 
6. Protecting the character and livability of 

neighborhoods, including adequate 
ingress and egress to the neighborhood.  

TR-75.9 Advocate for an alignment south of 
downtown Bellevue that advances the 
adopted land use vision by: 
1. protecting the character and livability of 

existing neighborhoods, including 
adequate ingress and egress to the 
neighborhood; 

2. minimizing impacts to wetlands and 
other natural resources; 

3. providing local access to the system for 
Bellevue neighborhoods; and 

4. optimizing ridership and user 
convenience. 

Still valid Combine with TR-75.8 and consolidate 

bullets 

Repeal   

TR-

75.10 

Advocate for an alignment in the Bel-Red 
corridor that is consistent with the Bel-Red 
Subarea Plan. 

Time to go For Bel-Red, already completed. 

Covered by other policies that call for 

consistency with local land use plans. 

Repeal  

TR- Protect environmentally sensitive areas of Still valid Consolidated with revised policy TR- Repeal  
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75.11 local and regional significance in the siting and 
alignment of light rail facilities. 

75.9. 

Section Light Rail Transit – Community 
Integration 

   Community Integration 

TR-

75.12 

Partner with the regional transit provider to 
design transit stations and facilities 
incorporating neighborhood objectives and 
context sensitive design to better integrate 
facilities into the community. This includes, 
but is not limited to the following: 
1. Incorporating superior urban design, 

complementary building materials, and 
public art; and 

2. Providing substantial landscaping at stations 
and along the alignment, including retained 
significant trees and transplanted trees that 
are, at a minimum, saplings. 

 

Still valid Consolidate with revised policies TR-

75.13-14. 

Edit Partner with transit providers and work 
closely with neighborhoods, businesses and 
other stakeholders in the design of transit 
stations and facilities to integrate them into 
the community follows: 
1. Incorporate context sensitive design that 

considers neighborhood objectives and 
superior urban design; 

2. Integrate art, public spaces and other 
public amenities; 

3. Utilize durable, high-quality and 
complementary building materials; 

4. Integrate substantial landscaping at 
stations and along the alignment, and 

5. Protect sensitive residential, outdoor 
recreation, and commercial land uses by 
minimizing and mitigating environmental, 
traffic and noise impacts. 

TR-

75.13 

Encourage the regional transit provider to work 
closely with affected neighborhoods (e.g. through 
neighborhood workshops, design charrettes, 
advisory committees) in the design of any light rail 
transit facility to ensure that the design of the 
facility incorporates neighborhood objectives and 
context sensitive design. 

Still valid Consolidated with policy TR-75.12. Repeal  

TR-

75.14 

Promote the use of context sensitive design 
and high quality materials to prevent and 
mitigate negative impacts and incorporate 
the light rail system appropriately into the 

Still valid Consolidated with revised policy TR-

75.12. 

Repeal  



 

TC Recommendation – Transportation Element-(Light Rail ) High Capacity Transit (HCT) Policies  Pg. 5 
 

streetscape. 

TR-

75.15 

Formulate standards and guidelines that can be 
applied by the regional transit provider to create 
stations that are a valued place in the community 
by providing: 
1. Access and linkages to the surrounding 

community; 
2. A comfortable place to be, not just pass 

through; 
3. A place that works for both large and small 

numbers of people; and 
4. Design that encourages social interaction 

among people. 

Still valid  Edit Implement standards and guidelines to create 

transit stations that are valued places in the 

community by providing: 

1. Comfortable and safe access to the 

surrounding community; 

 

2. Space that is comfortable for both large and 

small numbers of people; and 

3. Design that encourages social interaction. 

TR-

75.16 

Work with neighborhood groups, 
business owners, other stakeholders, and 
the regional transit provider to identify 
and fund additional improvements that 
can be constructed efficiently in 
conjunction with project construction. 

Still valid  Edit Work with neighborhood groups, business 

owners, other stakeholders, and transit providers 

to identify and fund improvements that can be 

constructed efficiently in conjunction with 

construction of transit projects. 

TR-

75.17 

Protect Bellevue’s residential and commercial 
areas from the negative effects of light rail by 
promoting actions of the regional transit 
provider that minimize environmental, traffic 
and noise impacts. 

Still valid Consolidated with TR-75.12 Repeal  

TR-

75.18 

Protect residential neighborhoods adjacent to 
light rail facilities from spillover impacts, including 
parking and cut through traffic, resulting from 
system construction and/or operation, with 
techniques such as residential parking zone 
programs, parking patrols, and traffic calming 
measures. Monitor the outcomes of these efforts 
and make adjustments as needed to ensure 
continued effectiveness. 

Still valid  Edit Protect residential neighborhoods adjacent to 

HCT facilities from spillover impacts, including 

parking and cut through traffic, resulting from 

system construction and/or operation, using 

techniques such as residential parking zone 

programs, parking patrols, and traffic calming 

measures. Monitor the outcomes of these 

efforts and make adjustments as needed to 
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ensure continued effectiveness. 

TR-

75.19 

Ensure that any future land use that occurs 
around station areas is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan land use vision for that 
area, recognizing that: 
1. Some potential station areas (e.g. Bel-

Red) could support more intense 
redevelopment that includes density 
increases that support transit; 

2. Some potential station areas (e.g. 
Downtown) could sustain a more transit 
supportive design and orientation without 
changes to land use intensity; and 

3. Land use changes would be precluded in 
existing single family designations and 
environmentally sensitive areas (e.g. south 
Bellevue, Mercer Slough). 

Still valid Move to Land Use Element Edit Ensure that land use changes that occur around 

HCT stations are consistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan, recognizing that: 

1. Transit may support more intense 

development around some stations; 

2. Transit supportive design and orientation 

may be implemented without changes to 

land use intensity; and 

3. Land use changes would be precluded in 

existing single family designations and 

environmentally sensitive areas 

TR-

75.20 

Maintain and enhance the safety of 
Bellevue’s streets when incorporating light 
rail, through the use of street design features, 
materials, street signage and lane markings 
that provide clear, unambiguous direction to 
drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists. 

Still valid  Edit Maintain and enhance the safety of Bellevue’s 

streets when incorporating HCT, through the use 

of street design features, materials, street 

signage and lane markings that provide clear, 

unambiguous direction to drivers, pedestrians, 

and bicyclists. 

TR-

75.21 

Maximize the efficient usage of the 
transportation network through utilization of 
transit signal priority (TSP) technology. 
Provide for efficient light rail operation and 
minimize delay, while maintaining capacity for 
non-rail vehicle movements. 

Still valid Incorporate transit signal priority as an 

overall intelligent transportation 

systems policy not specific to high 

capacity transit. Currently TR- 40 

Edit Provide for efficient HCT operation and support 

transit speed and reliability, while maintaining 

capacity for other modes. 

TR-

75.22 

Encourage quality design and construction 
in the light rail system, by: 
1. Including durable materials in design and 

Still valid Combined with TR-75.12. Repeal  
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construction to ensure facilities retain 
appearance, functionality and community 
value; and 

2. Incorporating art, public spaces, and other 
features as community assets. 

TR-

75.23 

Coordinate with the regional transit 
provider to employ crime prevention 
principles in the design of light rail stations, 
and use available technologies to deter 
crime. Examples include: 
1. Visibility of station platform from adjacent 

streets and parking; 
2. Open and well-lighted pedestrian 

connections to parking and adjacent 
community; 

3. Video surveillance on station platforms and 
trains; and 

4. Establishing and enforcing a fare paid zone for 
station platforms. 

Still valid  Retain Coordinate with transit providers to 

employ crime prevention principles in the 

design of HCT stations, and use available 

technologies to deter crime. Examples 

include: 

1. Design the station platform for visibility from 

adjacent streets, sidewalks, and parking; 

2.  Provide open and well-lighted 

pedestrian connections to 

sidewalks, parking and adjacent 

community; 

3.  Implement video surveillance on station 

platforms and trains; and 

4.  Establish and enforce a fare paid zone for 

station platforms. 

TR-

75.24 

Develop agreements with the regional transit 
provider to ensure long-term safety and security, 
operation and maintenance of stations. 

Still valid  Retain Ensure that agreements with transit providers 

include elements to provide long-term safety and 

security, operation and maintenance of stations. 

Sub-

section 
Light Rail Transit – System Access  These policies apply to all transit 

centers of a certain type or level of 

service within Bellevue.  

 System Access 

TR-

75.25 

Develop and maintain a safe and convenient 
pedestrian network to light rail stations, 
through shared responsibility with the regional 
transit provider, that is intended to: 

Still valid Expand to include other major transit 

centers and stations with a high level 

of service by transit. 

Edit  Develop and maintain safe and convenient 

pedestrian access to HCT stations, through 

shared responsibility with transit providers, 
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1. Provide short, direct routes within a ten-minute 
walk; 

2. Incorporate principles of universal design, i.e. 
designing the pedestrian environment to be 
usable by all people, to the greatest extent 
possible, without adaptation; 

3. Maximize safety for all pedestrians at street 
crossings; and 

4. Give priority to pedestrian access and safety in 
station areas. 

 

Could broaden to cover transit in 

general and move to the Transit 

section. 

that: 

1. Provides short, direct routes within a ten-

minute walk; 

2. Design the pedestrian environment to be 

usable by all people, to the greatest extent 

possible, without adaptation; 

3. Maximizes safety for pedestrians at street 

crossings; and  

4. Gives priority to pedestrian access and safety 

in station areas. 

TR-

75.26 

Employ principles of universal design (i.e. 
designing the pedestrian environment to be 
usable by all people, to the greatest extent 
possible, without adaptation) in streets 
within station planning areas to 
accommodate the widest range of potential 
users, including people with mobility and 
visual impairments and other special needs. 

Still valid Covered in TR-75.25 Repeal  

TR-

75.27 

Provide reliable access to the system for 
Bellevue residents in cooperation with local and 
regional transit providers, by ensuring that 
adequate existing and new park and ride lot 
capacity, neighborhood bus connections and 
local and regional express bus services are 
available. 

Still valid This policy is redundant with overall 

transit policies (e.g. TR-50, 52, 62). 

Repeal  

TR-

75.28 

Facilitate intermodal transfers and increased 
access to transit stations through partnerships 
with public and private providers of transit and 
shuttle services. Encourage transit-to-transit, 
transit-to-pedestrian, transit-to-bicycle, and 
transit-to-pick-up/drop-off transfers, with an 

Still valid  Edit Facilitate intermodal transfers and increased 

access to transit stations through partnerships 

with public and private providers of transit and 

shuttle services with an emphasis on safety for 

people transferring between the station 

platform and the various modes. 
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emphasis on safety for people transferring 
between the station platform and the various 
modes. 

TR-

75.29 

Develop and implement an integrated way-finding 
system, incorporating principles of universal 
design (i.e. designing the pedestrian environment 
to be usable by all people, to the greatest extent 
possible, without adaptation) and multiple 
languages, in conjunction with the regional transit 
providers, to facilitate transit ridership by all 
users. 

Still valid Definition of Universal Design for 

glossary: The principles of universal 

design anticipate a design for the 

pedestrian environment to be usable 

by all people, to the greatest extent 

possible, without adaptation. 

Edit Develop and implement, in conjunction with the 

regional transit providers an integrated way-

finding system that incorporates principles of 

universal design and uses multiple languages,  to 

facilitate transit ridership. 

TR-

75.30 

Evaluate proposed new park and ride 
facilities and expansion of existing park and 
ride facilities to serve light rail transit, for 
their effectiveness to serve the community 
and the light rail system, and for their 
potential environmental and community 
impacts. New or expanded park and ride 
facilities should be consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan vision for each specific 
location. 

Still valid Integrate with overall transit policies Edit Evaluate proposed new and expanded park and 

ride facilities in Bellevue, for their effectiveness to 

serve the community and the HCT system, and for 

their potential environmental and community 

impacts.  

Section Light Rail Transit – Construction and 
Mitigation 

 This sub-section applies to all Transit 

projects, not just light rail. 

 Construction and Mitigation 

TR-

75.31 

Develop an interlocal agreement with the 
regional transit provider to develop, monitor, and 
adapt mitigation measures for the design and 
construction phases of projects, to ensure the 
continual effectiveness of the measures. 

Still valid  Edit Develop permit conditions and other agreements 

with transit providers to develop, monitor, and 

adapt mitigation measures for the design and 

construction phases of projects, to ensure the 

continual effectiveness of the measures. 

TR-

75.32 

Collaborate with the regional transit provider to 
create a Construction Management Plan for all 
new major transit investments. The Construction 
Management Plan should include a Construction 

Still valid  Edit Collaborate with transit providers to create a 

Construction Management Plan for all new major 

transit investments that minimizes the corridor 
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Phasing Plan that minimizes the corridor length 
disrupted at one time and minimizes the time 
period of disruption. 

length disrupted by construction at one time and 

minimizes the time period of disruption. 

TR-

75.33 

Place a priority on the use of noise avoidance 
or absorption techniques over noise 
deflection for residential uses when 
developing mitigation measures with the 
regional transit provider. Monitor the 
outcomes of these efforts and pursue 
adjustments with the regional transit 
provider to ensure continued effectiveness. 

Still valid  Edit Prioritize the use of noise avoidance or 

absorption techniques over noise deflection from 

residential uses when developing mitigation 

measures with transit providers. Monitor the 

outcomes of these efforts and pursue 

adjustments with transit providers to ensure 

continued effectiveness. 

TR-

75.34 

Develop and implement an early and ongoing 
program with the regional transit provider to 
provide assistance to residents and businesses 
affected by construction. 

Still valid  Edit Develop and implement an early and ongoing 

program with transit providers to provide 

assistance to residents and businesses to address 

adverse impacts of construction. 

TR-

75.35 

Minimize disruption and inconvenience of 
construction staging areas to adjacent land uses, 
in collaboration with the regional transit 
provider, through actions such as site selection, 
design and operational management plans. 
Construction staging areas should not be located 
in residential neighborhoods except where no 
practicable alternative exists. 

Still valid  Edit Minimize disruption and inconvenience of 

construction staging areas to adjacent land uses, 

in collaboration with transit providers, through 

actions such as site selection, design and 

operational management plans. Construction 

staging areas should not be located in residential 

neighborhoods except where no practicable 

alternative exists. 
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TC Recommendations – Transportation Element_Ped-Bike, Neighborhoods & Other Sections (June 12, 2014) 

 
Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  

Edit existing 

Retain 

Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 

Edited or new Narrative  

Edited or new policy language 

Section Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Transportation System 

    

TR-76 Promote and facilitate the effective use 
of non-motorized transportation. 

Still valid  Edit Promote and facilitate walking and bicycling. 

TR-77 Consider pedestrians and bicycles along with 
other travel modes in all aspects of developing 
the transportation system. 

Still valid Convert to term “mobility option” Edit Incorporate pedestrian and bicycle facilities along 

with other mobility options in planning, 

developing and maintaining the transportation 

system. 

TR-78 Implement the Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Transportation Plan by designing and 
constructing a safe and connective non-
motorized transportation system. 

Time to go Covered in TR-79 as amended 

Safe – TR-79.1 

Connective – TR-79.4 

Repeal  

TR-79 Assign high priority to pedestrian and bicycle 
projects that: 
1. Address safety issues; 
2. Provide access to activity centers such as 

schools, parks, public facilities such as libraries 
and community centers, retail centers, major 
employment centers, and concentrations of 
housing and commercial areas; 

3. Provide accessible linkages to the transit and 
school bus systems; 

4. Complete and connect planned pedestrian or 
bicycle facilities or trails; 

Still valid  Edit Implement the Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Transportation Plan and prioritize projects that: 

1. Address safety issues; 

2. Provide access to activity centers; 

3. Provide access to the transit and school bus 

systems; 

4. Complete and connect planned pedestrian or 

bicycle facilities; 

5. Develop primary north-south or east-west 

bicycle routes through the city; 

6. Improve multimodal level of service along 
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5. Provide system connectivity or provide 
connections to the existing portions of the 
system to develop primary north-south or 
east-west routes; 

6. Conform to and are consistent with 
Bellevue’s roadway classification system; 
and 

7. Serve concentrations of residents with special 
accessibility needs. 

travel corridors; and 

7. Serve residents who have special 

accessibility needs. 

TR-80 Encourage transit use by improving pedestrian 
and bicycle linkages to the existing and future 
transit and school bus systems, and by improving 
the security and utility of park-and-ride lots and 
bus stops. 

Still valid Covered in TR-79 Repeal  

TR-81 Provide adequate and predictable funding to 
construct and maintain pedestrian and bicycle 
capital projects as identified in the Pedestrian 
and Bicycle Transportation Plan. 

Still valid Covered in TR-79 Repeal  

TR-82 Minimize hazards and obstructions on the 
pedestrian and bicycle system by ensuring that 
the system is properly maintained. Allow 
different levels of maintenance for certain key 
linkages based on amount and type of use or 
exposure to risk. 

Still valid Covered adequately in amended TR-83 Repeal  

TR-83 Continue programs to construct, maintain and 
repair sidewalks. Periodically review standards 
for maintenance and repair and revise as 
appropriate. 

Still valid  Edit Construct, maintain and repair pedestrian and 

bicycle facilities in accordance with current 

standards. 

TR-84 Secure sidewalk and trail improvements and 
easements, and on-site bicycle parking and 
storage consistent with the Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Transportation Plan through the 
development review process. 

Still valid  Edit Obtain sidewalk and trail improvements and 

easements, and on-site bicycle parking consistent 

with the Pedestrian and Bicycle Transportation 

Plan and the Land Use Code through the 
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development review process. 

TR-85 Coordinate the planning, design and construction 
of pedestrian and bicycle facilities with other 
agencies where City of Bellevue corridors, such 
as the Lake Washington Loop system, continue 
into neighboring jurisdictions. 

Still valid Include description of regional system 

in narrative – Lake Washington Loop, 

Eastside Rail Corridor, I-90 Trail, SR 520 

trail, Mountains to Sound Greenway 

Edit Coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions the 

planning, design and construction of pedestrian 

and bicycle facilities that pass through Bellevue 

as part of a regional system. 

TR-86 Ensure that a safe, permanent, and convenient 
alternative facility is present prior to the 
permanent vacation of an off-street walkway or 
bikeway. 

Still valid  Edit Ensure that a safe, permanent, and convenient 

alternative facility is present prior to the 

permanent vacation of an off-street pedestrian 

or bicycle facility. 

TR-87 Develop an effective “share the road/share 
the trail” concept for pedestrian and bicycle 
education programs for the motorized and 
non-motorized public. 

Still valid 

 

Edit  

Promote a share the road/share the trail 

message through education and information 

programs. 

TR-88 Recognize the importance of walking, jogging, 
bicycling, and equestrian activities as 
recreational pursuits, and provide adequate 
opportunities for such activities. 

Still valid  Edit Consider the health benefits and environmental 

benefits of walking, jogging, and bicycling in 

pedestrian and bicycle project design and 

funding. 

TR-A (TR-X20)  Eastside Rail Corridor policy. 

Note in narrative that the Eastside Rail 

Corridor Regional Advisory Council is 

comprised of corridor owners and 

charged with planning for mobility and 

economic development use and as a 

potential component of ST-3. 

New Promote and support the design, development 

and use of the Eastside Rail Corridor as a regional 

multimodal mobility facility. 

TR-B Existing policy TR-35 
Recognize the transportation and recreation 
uses under consideration for the BNSF rail 

 Change from BNSF to Eastside Rail 

Corridor policy and prioritize 

New to this 

section 

Preserve the opportunity for multi-modal 

transportation use and access for the Eastside 
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corridor when considering public and private 
improvements adjacent to and across the 
corridor and preserve the opportunity for 
future multi-model transportation use and 
access. 

preserving the opportunity for 

multimodal use 

Rail Corridor when considering public and private 

projects adjacent to and across the corridor.  

TR-C (TR-X21)  Bike sharing policy extracted from 

policy TR-94 

New Support establishment and operation of a bicycle 

sharing program in Bellevue. 

Section State Highways/Corridors     

TR-89 Work with state and regional agencies to 
improve freeway-to-freeway access. 

Still valid Support and advocacy Edit Support and advocate for improved freeway-to-

freeway access. 

TR-90 Support completion of the regional HOV system. 
Work with state and regional agencies to 
improve HOV access to the freeway system and 
freeway-to-freeway HOV linkages at I-405/SR 
520, I-405/I-90 and I-5/SR-520. 

Still valid  Edit Support and advocate for the completion of the 

regional HOV system, including HOV access to 

the freeway system and freeway-to-freeway HOV 

linkages. 

TR-91 Encourage enhanced access and improved 
freeway interchanges to serve downtown 
Bellevue and other key activity centers. 

Still valid  Edit Encourage the Washington State Department of 

Transportation to enhance freeway access to 

serve downtown Bellevue, Wiburton, Bel-Red, 

Eastgate and Factoria. 

TR-92 Work with state and regional agencies to ensure 
adequate capacity for both general purpose and 
HOV traffic on state highways. 

Still valid  Retain Work with state and regional agencies to ensure 

adequate capacity for both general purpose and 

HOV traffic on state highways 

TR-93 Work with state agencies to incorporate 
enhancements to minimize neighborhood 
impacts when improving state highways. 

Still valid  Edit Work with state agencies to incorporate 

enhancements to minimize neighborhood 

impacts when improving state highways. 
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TR-94 Support multi-modal transportation solutions 
including general purpose lanes, High Capacity 
Transit, HOV lanes, transit and non-motorized 
improvements that use the best available 
technologies and innovative implementation 
tools and programs such as bike-sharing 
programs, that have been shown to be successful 
in other areas and are applicable to Bellevue. 

Still valid 

but Time to 

go 

Project types embedded in this policy 

are covered within other TR policies.  

Repeal  

TR-95 Support options for the I-90 bridge to maintain 
general purpose capacity and freight mobility 
and to provide for 24-hour two-way transit and 
HOV operations. 

Time to go Design decision made: Alternative R8-A 

I-90 Two-Way Transit and HOV 

Operations. 

The center roadway runs westbound in 

the mornings and eastbound in the 

evenings. High occupancy vehicles 

traveling eastbound in the mornings 

and westbound in the evenings must 

use general-purpose lanes.  This 

project will add HOV lanes for 24-hour 

use in both directions. 

Repeal  

TR-96 Support High Capacity Transit (HCT) facilities on I-
90 and SR- 520, with service to Downtown Bellevue 
included as an integral part of each option. 

Still valid I -90 west is covered with ST-2 

implementation of East link, I-90 east 

plus potential new HCT of I-405 and SR 

520 would be part of ST-3 

Edit Support High Capacity Transit (HCT) facilities and 

service on I-90, I-405, and SR- 520 that will 

accommodate anticipated transit ridership. 

TR-97 Work with the state and other local jurisdictions 
to coordinate signalization at freeway 
interchanges. 

Still valid Still a work in progress Retain Work with the state and other local jurisdictions 

to coordinate signalization at freeway 

interchanges. 

TR-98 Work with state agencies to include non-
motorized facilities when planning, designing 
and constructing enhancements to I-90 (east of 

Still valid Specifically referencing the completion 

of the 520 Trail is included in TR-100 

Edit Support including facilities for pedestrians and 

bicycles when planning, designing and 
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I-405), I-405 and SR-520 (including non-
motorized facilities on a replacement for the 
Evergreen Point floating bridge, and completing 
the connection between the bridge and the 
existing non-motorized trail). 

constructing enhancements to I-90, I-405 and SR-

520.  

TR-99 Recognize level of service standards for 
Highways of Statewide Significance as 
established by the Washington State 
Department of Transportation. 

Time to go Acknowledged in Figure TR-13. 

Highways of Statewide Significance 

Repeal  

TR-100 Actively participate in the SR-520 bridge 
replacement and HOV project. Evaluate access 
needs in the SR-520 corridor including the 
recommended new on-ramp at Bellevue Way 
NE. 

Still valid Project under construction in two 

parts: 

I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and 
HOV Project will replace the 
interchanges and roadway between I-5 
in Seattle and the eastern end of the 
floating bridge. 
Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit 
and HOV Project: The Eastside Transit 
and HOV Project will complete and 
improve the 8.8-mile HOV system from 
Evergreen Point Road to the SR 202 
interchange. The improved six-lane 
corridor will include two general-
purpose lanes and one transit/HOV 
lane in each direction. 
 

Edit Actively participate in the planning, design and 

construction of the Eastside Transit and HOV 

Project on SR-520, including interchange 

improvements at 124th Avenue NE and the 

completion of the 520 Trail. 

 

 

Section  Freight Mobility     

TR-101 Provide for the needs of freight movement 
in managing the existing transportation 
system and developing new facilities. 

Still valid  Retain Provide for the needs of freight movement in 

managing the existing transportation system and 

developing new facilities. 
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TR-102 Require that new private development provide 
for freight loading and unloading on-site rather 
than on the public right-of-way. 

Still valid  Retain Require that new private development provides 

for freight loading and unloading on-site rather 

than on the public right-of-way. 

TR-D (TR-X22)  Recommendation from Downtown 

Transportation Plan to accommodate 

curbside deliveries to the benefit of 

residents and small businesses, expand 

to citywide. 

New Provide for curbside space to accommodate 

parcel delivery and loading through the 

development review process. 

Section Air Quality  Coordinate with and/or move to 

Environmental Element. 

  

TR-111 Support programs to meet air quality standards 
including the continuation and expansion of the 
state vehicle emission inspection and 
maintenance program. 

Time to go Redundant with Environmental 

Element.  Phase-out of vehicle 

emissions testing is anticipated 

Repeal  

TR-E (TR-X25)  Policy on climate change to reduce 

transportation-source contributions to 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

Environmental Element policy 

recommendation: 

Establish a citywide target and take 

positive actions to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions such as increasing tree 

canopy, reducing energy consumption 

and vehicle emissions, and enhancing 

land use patterns to reduce vehicle 

dependency. 

New policy Support means to reduce transportation-source 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

TR-F (TR-X26) Electric Vehicle Charging Stations  Referral from Downtown 

Transportation Plan and Downtown 

New policy Provide curbside spaces for electric vehicle 

charging stations where on-street parking is 
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Livability Initiative, citywide application allowed. 

Section Noise  Coordinate with and/or move to 

Environmental Element. 

  

TR-112 Consider physical design treatments to reduce 
noise in residential neighborhoods before a 
major street construction program is 
implemented. 

  Edit Consider design treatments for arterials to reduce 

traffic noise in residential neighborhoods. 

Section Neighborhood Protection     

TR-113 Balance interests associated with arterial 
widening and cut-through traffic, including 
neighborhood protection and competing city 
needs, at the transportation planning stage, 
where it is appropriate to make long-range 
facility and program decisions 

Time to go Policy suggests that arterial widening 

will create cut-through traffic or that 

arterial widening will increase capacity 

thus limiting the amount of vehicles 

using neighborhood streets (the 

connection to increased capacity 

resulting in increased demand is well-

documented). Intent of this policy is 

reiterated in subsequent policies. 

Repeal  

TR-114 Advocate for state-funded freeway expansion 
and multi-modal improvements that may 
reduce the need to widen arterials to ease 
congestion. 

Time to go Covered in State Highways/Corridors 

Section. Existing policy is based on the 

premise that wider arterials ease 

congestion. Assumptions about 

freeway expansion reducing the need 

to widen arterials, let alone protecting 

neighborhoods may be dated. 

Repeal . 
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TR-115 Preserve the safety of residential streets and 
the livability of residential neighborhoods by 
discouraging non-local traffic on streets 
classified as local. Emphasize the following 
measures: 
1. Continue a strong neighborhood traffic 

control program to discourage cut-
through traffic on non-arterial streets; and 

2. Design new residential streets to discourage 
cut-through traffic, while providing for 
connectivity. 

Cross-reference: See Policies TR-48 and TR-49. 

Still valid Policy options to include reference to 

adequately funded neighborhood 

traffic safety program to ensure all 

neighborhood protection policies can 

be sufficiently upheld. 

Edit  
 
Preserve the safety and livability of 
residential streets through an adequately 
funded neighborhood traffic safety program. 
 

TR-G (TR-X29)  New policy extracted from TR-115  Design or retrofit residential streets to 
discourage cut-through traffic, while 
providing for connectivity. 

TR-116 Consider neighborhood traffic conditions in 
prioritizing planned capacity improvements. 

Still valid Existing policy does not connect with 

the gamut of projects that may impact 

neighborhoods. Policy language is 

recommended to be strengthened to 

and ensure that neighborhood 

protection is embedded and at least 

considered throughout the lifecycle of 

any project. 

Edit Consider neighborhood traffic and livability 

conditions and address potential adverse impacts 

of public and private projects during the 

planning, designing, permitting, and construction 

phases. 

TR-117 Evaluate neighborhood impacts as part of 
corridor and subarea transportation studies. 

Still valid  Retain Evaluate neighborhood impacts as part of 

corridor and subarea transportation studies. 

TR-118 Mitigate air quality, noise, light/glare and 
other significant, adverse environmental 
impacts of proposed transportation 
projects on adjacent neighborhoods. 

Still valid Move to Environmental Element (or 

other element) as the edited policy 

pertains to all road projects, 

presumably, not just tied to 

neighborhood protection. 

Edit Avoid, minimize or mitigate significant adverse 

impacts to air quality, noise, light/glare and other 

elements of the environmental in planning and 

implementing transportation projects. 
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TR-119 Minimize spillover parking from commercial 
areas, parks, and other facilities encroaching on 
residential neighborhoods, through residential 
parking zones and other measures. 

Still valid Incorporate references to spillover 

parking around transit facilities and 

Park and Ride lots. 

Edit Minimize spillover parking into residential 

neighborhoods through residential parking zones 

and other measures. 

TR-120 Develop and implement an arterial street plan, 
addressing the nature and conditions of collector 
arterials, and guidelines for designing these 
streets to be compatible with the abutting uses 
to the greatest extent possible. 

Still valid Move to  the ‘Roadways’ section Edit Develop and implement an arterial street plan, 

addressing the nature and conditions of arterials, 

and establishing guidelines for the design of 

these streets to be compatible with the abutting 

uses. 

TR-121 Monitor traffic growth on collector arterials 
and take measures to keep volumes within 
reasonable limits. 

Still valid Need to define “reasonable limits”  Retain Monitor traffic growth on collector arterials and 

take measures to keep volumes within 

reasonable limits. 

TR-H (TR-X12)  New policy to allow for repurposing 

the right-of-way along a corridor to 

optimize person throughput – 

consistent with multimodal level of 

service policy recommendation. 

Move to appropriate section as it is no 

longer a policy focused on 

Neighborhood Protection. 

New policy Allow for repurposing of travel lanes for other 

uses such as parking, transit or pedestrian and 

bicycle facilities where excess vehicular capacity 

exists and/or to optimize person throughput 

along a corridor. 

TR-I (TR-X28)  Recognizes that neighborhood traffic 

safety projects should not be intended 

to solely reduce vehicle speeds, for 

example (even in an outcome is 

improved pedestrian experience) but 

can also actively enhance the 

experience for other roadway users/ 

New policy Balance the needs of all roadway users when 

designing and building neighborhood traffic 

safety projects. 
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Transportation Element Goals and Policies Still valid 

or 

time to go 

What’s missing from the current plan New policy  
Edit existing 
Retain 
Repeal  

Transportation Commission Recommendation 
How to address the opportunity gap 
Edited or new Narrative  
Edited or new policy language 

Section  Finance     

TR-103 Maintain financing capability to meet the city’s 
adopted Mobility Targets through a balanced mix 
of funding sources. Seek broadly based financing 
through proportional participation from the 
beneficiaries of the system, including: 
1. The citywide community; 
2. Existing businesses; and 
3. New development. 

 Specific stakeholder (property 
owners) per TR Finance staff 

Edit Maintain financing capability to meet the city’s 
adopted Mobility Targets through a mix of funding 
sources. Seek broadly based financing through 
proportional participation from the beneficiaries of 
the system, including: 
1. The citywide community; 
2. Existing businesses and property owners; and 
3. New development. 

TR-104 Support state action that will increase the local 
share of the state gas tax. 

 There is a broader context than just 
the state gas tax, per TR Finance staff 

Edit  Support state legislation that preserves or increases 
state-shared revenues (e.g., gas tax) and retains and 
develops programs and local authorities (e.g., Public 
Works Trust Fund, Transportation Improvement 
Board, motor vehicle excise taxes, transportation 
benefit districts, etc.) that benefit and support the 
state, regional, and local transportation system.  

TR-105 Aggressively seek state and federal funds for 
transportation capital, maintenance, 
operational, service, and demand-oriented 
improvements. 

 Per TR Finance staff Edit Seek state and federal funds for transportation 
capital, maintenance, and operations. 

TR-106 Balance funding to achieve scheduled progress 
on Mobility Targets for all modes within the 
Mobility Management Areas, by using results 
from monitoring the targets to prioritize 
transportation facility and service investments. 
Cross-reference: See Policy TR-21 and Table TR.1, 

 Emphasize that funding for 
multimodal transportation projects 
can help achieve level of service 
standards.  

 Balance funding to achieve scheduled progress on 
mobility targets/level of service standards for all 
modes within the mobility management areas, by 
using results from monitoring the targets/level of 
service to prioritize transportation facility and 
service investments. 
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Area Mobility Targets. 

TR-107 Provide adequate transportation funding to 
prevent intolerable traffic conditions, 
recognizing that, while congestion cannot be 
cured through road building, major investment 
in the roadway system continues to be a 
critical and responsible action. 

 Focus on maintaining adopted level of 
service standards for corridors and/or 
mobility management areas,   per TR 
Finance staff 

Edit Provide adequate transportation funding to ensure 
that adopted level of service standards are met. 

TR-108 Take one of the following actions if 
transportation funding falls short of meeting the 
city’s adopted Mobility Targets over the long 
term and methods of obtaining more revenue 
have been exhausted: 
1. Review and adjust the city’s overall land use 

vision to lower the overall 
transportation demand to help the 
transportation system to operate at a tolerable 
level; 

2. Review and adjust the Mobility Targets to 
accept lower standards for traffic 
conditions. 

Still valid Introduce the concept of multimodal 
metrics 

Edit Take one of the following actions if transportation 
funding falls short of meeting the city’s adopted 
level of service standards and methods of obtaining 
more revenue have been exhausted: 
1.Review and adjust the city’s overall land use 

vision to lower the overall transportation demand 
to help the transportation system to operate 
within adopted levels of service; 

2.Review and adjust the level of service standards 
to accept lower standards  

3. Reallocate capital resources to implement 
mobility options that maintain or enhance level of 
service. 

TR-109 Use Local Improvement Districts (LIDs) for funding 
transportation improvements only in exceptional 
circumstances, such as when a group of property 
owners desires to accelerate development of an 
improvement, or desires a higher standard of 
improvement than the city would otherwise 
provide. 

Still valid There is a broader “Special Benefit” 
context than just LIDs 

Edit  Use statutorily authorized funding mechanisms 
available to local governments that are based on the 
special benefits received by property owners to fund 
transportation improvements. (e.g.: Local 
Improvement Districts, Latecomer Agreements, and 
Special Benefit Offsets). 

TR-110 Support joint projects, including the contribution 
of city matching funds, with adjoining cities, 
unincorporated King County, the transit 
providers, or the state, where such partnerships 
may help establish or accelerate a project 
beneficial to the city. 

Still valid  Edit Support joint projects, including the contribution of 
City matching funds, with adjoining cities, King 
County, the transit providers, or the state, where 
such partnerships help establish or accelerate 
projects beneficial to the city. 



Policy by policy analysis – Transportation Element Finance Policies V1.0 4/22/14 (ATTACHMENT 2)   Pg. 3 
  

 


	1_TC Recommendation_Transportation Element_Land Use Policies.pdf
	9_TC Recommendation_Transportation Element_TDM Policies
	21_TC Recommendation_ Transportation Element_ Mobility Management Policies
	35_TC Recommendation_Transportation Element_Roadways Policies
	50_TC Recommendation_ Transportation Element _ Transit Policies
	75.1_TC Recommendation_Transportation Element_HCT Policies
	76_TC Recommendation_Transportation Element_PedBike, Neighborhoods & Other Sections
	103_TC Recommendation_Transportation Element_Finance policies

