
Your Onramp to Civic Leadership

A 9 week introduction to civic engagement in Bellevue

Questions?
Contact program coordinator, Julie Ellenhorn, Neighborhood Outreach, City of 
Bellevue, 425-452-5372 or jellenhorn@bellevuewa.gov with questions or to receive a 
simple one page application.

“In this class, members didn’t just listen, we shared our 
perspectives and ideas about our neighborhoods and 
discussed with city leaders the future of Bellevue. I learned 
that government is by the people and for the people and 
this class made me aware that I’m one of the people.” 
– Hyemin Son, Class 2015

“Bellevue Essentials was informative, fun and “essential” for any person who 
wants to effectively engage in our City. Every week a we had a peek behind 
the curtain. From mock commission meetings with complex real world 
problems to tours of utilities, emergency services, traffic control and SWAT 
vehicles. I now have a roadmap for how the City works, and I can choose the 
best path to have my voice heard.” 
–Jude Mercer, Class 2014

“Bellevue Essentials is an absolute must for any aspiring 
community leader. Each session gave me a new 
perspective on the city I call home. I’ve established 
valuable relationships and an understanding of the 
city that could only come from a unique program such 
as Bellevue Essentials. I’m looking forward to staying 
engaged with the community.” 
–Ron Higgs, Class 2015

“Bellevue Essentials fosters the development of educated, connected, and 
involved leaders in our community. Participants become knowledgeable 
about the inner workings of the City, and take that knowledge back to their 
neighborhoods and community organizations. Bellevue benefits greatly 
from this diverse class of informed residents who bring new voice to city and 
neighborhood issues.” 
–Mayor John Stokes 



What is Bellevue Essentials?
A 9 week introduction to the structure and inner workings of City 
government. Meet Council members and key City staff and join 
together to learn how Bellevue is moving forward. Learn the nuts 
and bolts of City process, create relationships with a cohort of 35 
exceptional individuals and graduate feeling empowered to take on 
new roles in your neighborhood, your City and your community.

What will participants learn?
Each week class members will interact with key City staff, board, 
commission or Council leadership. A variety of learning tools 
including speakers, panels, interactive exercises, case studies and 
site visits are used to create an interactive and dynamic learning 
environment. This is not “death by powerpoint”. Class members 
should expect to actively participate, to question, to contribute and 
engage “hands on” with the current challenges and opportunities the 
City faces.

Who can apply?
Bellevue Essentials is open to anyone age 17+ who lives or works in 
Bellevue. Applicants who are Bellevue residents receive priority. No 
prior city or leadership experience is required, just a desire to deepen 
one’s commitment to civic engagement in the future.

How is the class selected?
Applications are due by July 15, 2016. Class size is limited to 35 
participants who will be selected by a panel of Bellevue Essentials 
alumni and staff with the goal of creating a class makeup that is 
broadly representative of Bellevue’s neighborhoods and its diverse 
community.

Applicants are encouraged to reflect on their personal journey toward 
civic engagement. Essay responses are limited to a total of one single 
spaced page.

Tuition
Tuition is $95.00 and includes dinner at each session and all class 
materials. A fee waiver for financial reasons is available by checking 
the box on the application.

Schedule
Classes are usually held on Wednesday evenings, 5:30-9 pm at City 
Hall and other City or community facilities. Dinner is provided at 
each session. (Note exceptions below: There is one Saturday morning 
session and one Thursday evening session.) To graduate, attendance 
is required at a minimum of 7 of the 9 class sessions.

Wednesday, September 21
A Look Back – Bellevue History City Hall
Demographics of Bellevue Today

Wednesday, September 28 
Public Process City Hall
City Structure

Saturday, October 1
Parks and Human Services Tour  Bellevue Youth Theater

Wednesday, October 5
Finance – The Budget Process Impact Hub
Bellevue’s Economic Growth

Thursday, October 13 
Utilities Essential Services  Bellevue Service Center
Environmental Stewardship

Wednesday, October 19
The Transportation System City Hall
Planning & Community Development Overview

Wednesday, October 26
Development Services St. Lukes
Affordable Housing

Wednesday, November 2
Protecting Our Community – Fire and Police  City Hall

Wednesday, November 9
Neighborhood Character  City Hall
Diversity

Wednesday, November 16
Graduation Celebration  City Hall
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