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What we will cover tonightWhat we will cover tonight

What is the Shoreline Management ActWhat is the Shoreline Management Act
BellevueBellevue’’s Existing SMPs Existing SMP
Why we are doing the update?Why we are doing the update?
Update objectivesUpdate objectives
Process steps and timelinesProcess steps and timelines
Current statusCurrent status
Next stepsNext steps



Shoreline Management Act BasicsShoreline Management Act Basics

Approved in by referendum in 1972 in Approved in by referendum in 1972 in 
response to response to ““uncoordinated and piecemeal uncoordinated and piecemeal 
developmentdevelopment””
Characterized by:Characterized by:

Three broad policy objectivesThree broad policy objectives
State and local partnershipState and local partnership
Cities develop Cities develop Master ProgramsMaster Programs to to 
implement state lawimplement state law
Focus on reasonable and appropriate Focus on reasonable and appropriate 
uses uses 



Shoreline JurisdictionShoreline Jurisdiction



SMA Policy Objectives SMA Policy Objectives 

Environmental Environmental 
quality (no net quality (no net 
loss)loss)

Preferred uses Preferred uses 
(Water (Water 
oriented uses)oriented uses)

Public accessPublic access



Typical SMPTypical SMP

Comprehensive Plan GoalsComprehensive Plan Goals
Shoreline EnvironmentsShoreline Environments
PoliciesPolicies
RegulationsRegulations

General General 
UseUse
Piers Piers 
Shoreline ModificationShoreline Modification



BellevueBellevue’’s SMP s SMP 

First adopted in 1974 First adopted in 1974 
Remains essentially unchangedRemains essentially unchanged
Lacks focus on the biological and physical Lacks focus on the biological and physical 
characteristics of the shorelinecharacteristics of the shoreline
No environment designations to support all No environment designations to support all 
existing and future usesexisting and future uses
Does not meet current SMA requirementsDoes not meet current SMA requirements



Why Update Now?Why Update Now?

Shoreline changesShoreline changes

New knowledge New knowledge 

New guidelinesNew guidelines

State requirementState requirement

Community visionCommunity vision

StewardshipStewardship



EcologyEcology’’s Mains Main InterestsInterests

Transparent/allTransparent/all--inclusive public processinclusive public process

Consistency with SMP guidelinesConsistency with SMP guidelines

No net loss of ecological functionsNo net loss of ecological functions

Identification of potential cumulative Identification of potential cumulative 
impacts and restoration opportunitiesimpacts and restoration opportunities



BellevueBellevue’’s Update Objectives s Update Objectives 

Elicit community vision for Elicit community vision for 
shorelinesshorelines
Spotlight potential use Spotlight potential use 
changeschanges
Focus on shoreline Focus on shoreline 
restorationrestoration
Improve public accessImprove public access
Develop specific Develop specific 
implementation toolsimplementation tools



Key Steps in SMP Update ProcessKey Steps in SMP Update Process



Where are we in the Process?Where are we in the Process?

Inventory and analysis completeInventory and analysis complete
Planning Commission to review proposed Planning Commission to review proposed 
shoreline environments in May/June 2009shoreline environments in May/June 2009
Policy and use regulations to be Policy and use regulations to be 
introduced to Planning Commission in July introduced to Planning Commission in July 
20092009



What are Shoreline What are Shoreline 
Environments?Environments?

Similar to a zoning or suitability overlay Similar to a zoning or suitability overlay 
Applied to shoreline segments based on Applied to shoreline segments based on 
ecological conditions and land useecological conditions and land use
Provides a system for assigning different Provides a system for assigning different 
standards based on characteristics of standards based on characteristics of 
different geographic areasdifferent geographic areas



Establishing Environments Establishing Environments 
Choice of Environment based onChoice of Environment based on::

Outcome of inventory and analysisOutcome of inventory and analysis
UsesUses
Biological and physical character of shorelineBiological and physical character of shoreline

Community vision (goals and aspirations) for Community vision (goals and aspirations) for 
the areathe area

Comprehensive planComprehensive plan
Public involvementPublic involvement

SMA goals and designation criteriaSMA goals and designation criteria
protection/restoration of ecological resourcesprotection/restoration of ecological resources
““Fostering reasonable and appropriate usesFostering reasonable and appropriate uses
Enhancement of access or recreational opportunityEnhancement of access or recreational opportunity



Steps in Assigning DesignationsSteps in Assigning Designations

Assessed overall ecological conditionsAssessed overall ecological conditions
VegetationVegetation
Armoring Armoring 
Docks Docks 
DensityDensity

Identified segments with relatively similar Identified segments with relatively similar 
conditions based on ecological conditions and conditions based on ecological conditions and 
land useland use
Match conditions to designation criteriaMatch conditions to designation criteria



Relative Functions and UsesRelative Functions and Uses



Recommended DesignationsRecommended Designations
City Staff Recommended:City Staff Recommended:

AquaticAquatic
Urban ConservancyUrban Conservancy
Urban Conservancy Urban Conservancy --
Low IntensityLow Intensity
MarinaMarina
Marina Marina -- CivicCivic
Shoreline ResidentialShoreline Residential

Ecology Recommended:Ecology Recommended:

Aquatic Aquatic 
Urban ConservancyUrban Conservancy
NaturalNatural
Rural ConservancyRural Conservancy
High IntensityHigh Intensity
UrbanUrban
Shoreline ResidentialShoreline Residential



Staff 
Recommended 
Designations



What does this mean for you?What does this mean for you?

Limited change in use from currentLimited change in use from current
May add a restoration focusMay add a restoration focus
Renewed emphasis on improving public Renewed emphasis on improving public 
accessaccess
Improved management practicesImproved management practices



Next StepsNext Steps
Planning Commission Review of Planning Commission Review of 
Environment Designations in June 2009Environment Designations in June 2009
Planning Commission review of policy Planning Commission review of policy 
proposals in July of 2009proposals in July of 2009
Continued public outreachContinued public outreach
BlogBlog
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