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East Bellevue Community Council 
Summary Minutes of Regular Meeting 

 
 
 
 
June 7, 2005 Lake Hills Community Clubhouse 
6:30 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
 
PRESENT: Vice Chair Keeffe and Councilmembers Eder, Seal, and Wiechmann 
 
ABSENT: Chair Bell 
 
STAFF: None. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. with Vice Chair Keeffe presiding. 
 
2. ROLL CALL
 
Upon roll call by the Clerk, all Councilmembers except Mr. Bell were present.  Mr. Seal led the 
flag salute. 
 
3. COMMUNICATIONS - WRITTEN AND ORAL
 
Mr. Eder attended the groundbreaking ceremony for the expansion of Crossroads Community 
Center.  Responding to Mr. Eder, the Clerk explained that Community Council meeting notices 
are published only in the King County Journal. 
 
Mr. Keeffe described the notice for an Open House on June 14 for the 145th Place SE (between 
SE 8th and SE 24th Streets) project and the SE 22nd Street (145th Place to 156th Avenue SE) 
project.  The Open House is scheduled for 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the Fellowship Hall in St. Andrews 
Lutheran Church. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
 
Mr. Seal moved to approve the agenda, and Mrs. Wiechmann seconded the motion.   
 
Mr. Eder suggested moving Agenda Item 8(a) to occur as Agenda Item 4(a), before the Courtesy 
Public Hearing. 
 
The agenda was approved, as amended, by a vote of 4-0. 
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 (a) Conover Short Plat Application 
 
Leah Porco, Assistant Planner, presented a map and brief explanation of the Conover Short Plat 
application at 13808 SE 5th Street.  The applicant proposes a short plat to subdivide an existing 
lot with one house into two single-family lots.  A second house will be developed on the site.   
 
Ms. Porco responded to questions of clarification regarding the project requirements.   
 
Mr. Keeffe requested a drawing or visual depiction of the site layout for this type of item in the 
future. 
 
5. COURTESY HEARING
 
 (a) Land Use Code Amendment on Temporary Homeless Encampments 
 
Siona Windsor, City Attorney’s Office, described tonight’s Courtesy Public Hearing regarding a 
proposed Land Use Code Amendment regulating temporary homeless encampments.  Temporary 
encampments are currently sited under the temporary use permit (TUP) process.  The TUP 
process involves an administrative decision and does not require public notice regarding 
applications.  The proposed LUCA seeks to regulate the impacts of temporary encampments by 
treating them as a regulated administrative conditional use.  The amendment requires public 
notice and the opportunity for public comment.  A decision by the Planning and Community 
Development Director regarding an administrative conditional use may be appealed to the City’s 
Hearing Examiner and ultimately to Superior Court.  The amendment regulates health and safety 
impacts and limits encampments to 60 days.   
 
City Council will receive additional information from staff regarding the regulation of temporary 
encampments during the June 20 Study Session.  A second public hearing will be held on June 
27 in which citizens may comment on any of the new information presented since the first public 
hearing.  It is anticipated Council will take action on the regulations in July.  The East Bellevue 
Community Council will have the opportunity to act on Council’s adopted ordinance.   
 
Mr. Keeffe explained for the audience that the Community Council will listen to public comment 
tonight but will not take any action.  
 
Responding to Mr. Eder, Ms. Windsor said this item was not considered by the Planning 
Commission due in part to the urgent time frame for developing regulations.  Mr. Eder expressed 
concern about the potential for transitory residents within the community, particularly in 
commercial areas.   
 
Mr. Keeffe opened the courtesy hearing.   
 
The following citizens came forward to comment: 
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(1) Bart Goft described his experience as a housing counselor and housing project manager 
in New York City.  He expressed concern about the stigmatization of and discrimination 
against the homeless.  Mr. Goft commended HopeLink for their work in the community.  
He suggested utilizing the empty K-Mart space across the street from HopeLink for 
transitional housing. 

 
Responding to Mr. Goft, Ms. Windsor said the City does not contribute funding for Tent City.  
She explained that the City contributes to low-income housing programs through ARCH (A 
Regional Coalition for Housing) and the Human Services Commission.   
 
(2) Jim Recker is a deacon of a church in Issaquah.  He questioned the need for a change in 

regulations applicable to homeless encampments.  He explained that churches feel a duty 
to help the poor and the homeless.  Mr. Recker feels the proposed ordinance interferes 
with the ability of churches to help the less fortunate. 

 
Ms. Windsor described concerns expressed by the community as well as City Council’s interest 
in more specific regulations and provisions for public input into the process.   
 
Responding to Mr. Eder, Mr. Recker said his church typically will provide modest financial 
assistance to homeless individuals who ask for it.   
 
Responding to Mr. Goft, Ms. Windsor said the proposed City ordinance does not specifically 
exclude temporary encampments near schools.  However, it does provide for notification to 
residents and entities within 600 feet.  The ordinance proposes limiting temporary encampments 
to 60 days.   
 
Seeing no one further wishing to speak, Mr. Seal moved to close the courtesy public hearing.  
Mr. Eder seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of 4-0. 
 
Mr. Eder feels the most logical place for temporary encampments is in parks, in part because 
they are public property.   
 
Mr. Keeffe asked staff to prepare a memo to the City Council summarizing the Community 
Council’s concerns and communicating Mr. Eder’s suggestion to utilize city parks for temporary 
encampments.  Mr. Seal added his concern that the draft ordinance requires more facilities than 
currently needed or provided at Tent City locations.   
 
Mrs. Wiechmann feels society cannot ignore the homeless any longer.  She commented on the 
need for permanent solutions to resolve the issue.   
 
Mr. Keeffe noted an article in today’s King County Journal regarding last night’s City Council 
meeting.  He described early programs in Seattle’s history to help at-risk boys and girls including 
the Good Shepherd Center in Wallingford and the Luther Burbank School on Mercer Island as 
well as job programs such as the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s.  Mr. Keeffe 
commended the City Council for its efforts to address this issue.   
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Mr. Keeffe thanked Ms. Windsor for her participation. 
 
 
6. RESOLUTIONS:  None. 
 
7. REPORTS OF CITY COUNCIL, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:  None. 
 
8. DEPARTMENT REPORTS
 
[Topic moved to Agenda Item 4(a).] 
 
9. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None. 
 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 
 
11. NEW BUSINESS
 
Mr. Eder suggested that a representative of the East Bellevue Community Council provide 
periodic updates at City Council meetings.  Mr. Keeffe explained that for approximately the first 
10 years of its existence, the Community Council attended all City meetings as well as School 
Board and other meetings.   
 
Mr. Eder said he would like to attend a City Council meeting to thank specific staff who have 
assisted the Community Council.  Councilmembers concurred with his providing this 
communication to the City Council. 
 
 (a) EBCC Continuation Ballot Process – November 8, 2005 
 
Staff responded to questions to clarify the process for the Community Council continuation 
ballot measure this fall. 
 
Mr. Eder moved to approve the draft Public Notice requesting citizen participation for the 
November 8 ballot measure regarding continuation of the East Bellevue Community Municipal 
Corporation (Community Council).  Mr. Seal seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of  
4-0. 
 
12. CONTINUED COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None. 
 
14. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 
Mr. Seal moved to approve the Summary Minutes of the May 3, 2005 meeting.  Mr. Eder 
seconded the motion, which carried by a vote of 4-0. 
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15. ADJOURNMENT
 
Mr. Eder moved to adjourn the meeting, and Mr. Seal seconded the motion.  The motion to 
adjourn carried by a vote of 4-0. 
 
 
At 8:24 p.m., Mr. Keeffe declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
  
 
Michelle Murphy, CMC 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
kaw 
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