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East Bellevue Community Council

Summary Minutes of Regular Meeting

May 7, 2002 Lake Hills Community Clubhouse
6:30 PM Bellevue, Washington

PRESENT: Chair Bell, Councilmembers Halgren, Keeffe, Wiechmann, and Seal

Special Legal Counsel Carol Morris

STAFF: Glen Kost, Parks Planning Division Manager
Steve Doerrer, Recreation Program Manager

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting of the East Bellevue Community Council was called to order at 6:30 PM with Chair
Bell presiding.

2. ROLL CALL

Upon roll call by the Deputy City Clerk, all Councilmembers were present.  Ms. Wiechmann
arrived at 6:38 PM.  The flag salute was led by Chair Bell.

3. COMMUNICATIONS – WRITTEN AND ORAL

Jan Benson, 511 157th Avenue SE, stated her concern regarding the parking lot lights at the Lake
Hills Shopping Center.

Pam Ashiem, 710 155th Avenue SE, stated she was concerned about the utility vehicles parked
along the fence at the Lake Hills Shopping Center during evenings and weekends.

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mr. Halgren moved approval of the agenda, and Mr. Keeffe seconded the motion.

Mr. Keeffe requested the addition of 9(a), West Lake Hills CAC Recommendations.

Mr. Halgren requested the addition of items; 10(a), 156th Avenue SE/Lake Hills Boulevard to SE
24th; 10(b), 148th Avenue Corridor; 10(c), Proposed right-turn lane on 156th and SE 22nd Place;
and 10(d), Communications. 

Motion to approve the agenda as amended carried 5-0.

5. COURTESY PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None.

6. RESOLUTIONS  None.

7. REPORTS OF CITY COUNCIL, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  None.
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8. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

(a) Robinswood Park Master Plan

Glen Kost, Department of Parks and Community Services, reviewed the Robinswood Park
design plan.  He stated that the plan has remained much the same with only subtle changes over
the last 30 years.  Mr. Kost reviewed the additions of a play field, playground, and trail and
viewing platform along the lake.  He stated the lake has been an ongoing challenge in regards to
maintenance/dredging and addressed the issues of sediment removal.

In response to Mr. Keeffe, Mr. Kost stated he was not knowledgeable about the history of the
horse ring nor did he know about the status of the restroom facility.

Mr. Keeffe lamented the lost opportunities to retain and accommodate horses in the East
Bellevue area.  He stated that, unfortunately, successive city councils had their eyes set on
Downtown and not the peripheral areas.  Their limited vision resulted in the loss of the
equestrian trail linking Robinswood to Bridal Trails Park.

Continuing to respond to Mr. Keeffe, Mr. Kost stated the teen barn is currently being used for
children's recreation programs.

Responding to Chair Bell, Mr. Kost stated there are no current plans for the area on the south
side of the horse ring.  He stated the area is however actively managed in terms of trail
maintenance. 

There was Council discussion with Mr. Kost regarding the existing design plan and actual park
configuration.

Mr. Halgren stated his distress that the City felt obligated to implement Neighborhood
Enhancement Projects regardless of there compatibility with the Park's design plan.  Mr. Kost
assured Mr. Halgren that any preposterous proposal would be rejected, even without an adopted
master plan.

Mr. Halgren reiterated his belief in the value and necessity of a formal park plan for Robinswood
Park.

In response to Chair Bell, Mr. Kost stated any major change to the Park would be subject to a
public review process.

In response to Mr. Keeffe, Mr. Kost stated that the City had recently annexed the West Lake
Sammamish area in which the City acquired Sunset Park from King County.  The City had
anticipated annexation of the Eastgate unincorporated area which would have included an
additional park acquisition, but that is now on hold. 
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Continuing to respond to Mr. Keeffe, Mr. Kost stated, although he was familiar with the wetland
along 148th and boardwalk, he was unaware of any current Parks Department plans pertaining to
that area.  He stated that the recent plantings are a part of a developer mitigation project.

Mrs. Wiechmann confirmed that the plantings were part of the Lake Bellevue development
mitigation.

Mr. Keeffe questioned staff regarding the street end on 99th and access to the waterfront along
Lake Washington.  Mr. Kost replied that the street end is currently open but no boat launch
opportunities exist.  The City has no immediate plans for that area.  He explained the difficulties
of any park development at the present time due to existing leases and negotiated life estates.

Mr. Halgren stated Community Council's interest in the pond and their support for the
development of a Robinswood Park Master Plan.  Mr. Kost suggested that the Council address
their support to the Bellevue Parks and Community Services Board advocating their position.

Mr. Halgren noted the past lack of public notice to area residents pertaining to changes at
Robinswood Park until after the fact.  He stated his hope that the lax public notice process of the
past is improved upon for future proposed Park changes.

(b) Quarterly Home Occupation Report

Chair Bell noted the material submitted by staff in the Council's packet.  There was no
discussion.

(c) 140th Improvement Project Update

Chair Bell drew Council's attention to Mr. Wagner’s written report published in the Council’s
packet.

Mr. Keeffe noted the completion of the sound wall construction.

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) West Lake Hills Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations

Chair Bell stated he had requested a staff briefing to summarize the Committee's
recommendations.  He stated that Ms. Kuhn has agreed to attend their June meeting.

Mr. Keeffe stated his feelings that the creation of the citizen advisory committee was yet another
attempt by the City to bypass the Community Council.  He pointed out that implementation of
this revitalization plan will first occur in the East Bellevue Community Council area.

Chair Bell stated his support for the CAC's recommendations.  He elaborated, stating the
recommendations are a good collection of input across the community and address more than
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land use.  The recommendations incorporate the establishment of neighborhood associations and
the involvement of local groups in the appearance and identity of neighborhoods.

Mrs. Wiechmann stated there was a high level of community involvement and was confident in
the Citizen Advisory Committee's public process.

Mr. Seal stated the importance of input during the implementation planning phase.

Mr. Halgren emphasized the value of clear policy on matters of redevelopment/revitalization.

Agenda Interruption

Chair Bell requested the agenda addition of item 11(a) Lake Hills Shopping Center Lighting.  He
asked that Council alter the agenda order, taking up Executive Session prior to Unfinished
Business.

Mr. Halgren asked that discussion of Robinswood Park also be added under Unfinished
Business.

There was Council consensus to the additions and altered agenda order.

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Chair Bell adjourned to Executive Session at 7:52 PM to discuss pending litigation with Special
Legal Counsel Carol Morris for a duration of approximately one hour.

The regular meeting of the East Bellevue Community Council was reconvened by Chair Bell at
8:53 PM.

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(a) 156th Avenue SE/Lake Hills Boulevard to SE 24th

Mr. Halgren noted Tricia Thompson's memorandum dated May 7, 2002 in the Desk Packet
regarding the 156th Avenue SE/Lake Hills Boulevard to SE 24th Street CIP Project No. PW-W/B-
68.

There was Council discussion regarding requests for staff support and a possible emerging
pattern of staff unavailability.

Mr. Keeffe requested that the Clerk maintain a file of all Council requests for staff support and
responses received.

Chair Bell pointed out that Ms. Thompson had responded in writing to Council's status report
request.
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Mr. Halgren reviewed the materials provided by Ms. Thompson.  He noted the option to provide
a connection in the vicinity of the 1800 block of 156th Avenue SE, connecting to 155th Avenue
SE, was no longer under consideration due to staff's perception of overwhelming negative
comments at the January open house.

Mr. Keeffe disagreed with staff's decision to eliminate this option, stating the community as a
whole would benefit from this connectivity.  The overwhelming opposition referred to by staff
consists only of a few vocal adjacent property owners.

Mr. Keeffe pointed out that the City's possession of one half of the right of way easement is now
complemented with the Lang property dedication.  He inquired as to the status of the Lang
development and dedication/easement.  Mr. Keeffe suggested that City Council direct staff to
revisit this issue.

There was Council consensus to address a letter to City Council stating the Community Council's
strong disagreement with the staff's decision to no longer consider the pathway/trail connection.
The obvious benefits to the entire community outweigh parochial concerns.

Mr. Halgren next pointed out that the proposed sidewalk on the west side of 156th Avenue SE
from SE 20th Place south to SE 24th Street has been eliminated due to lack of interest.  A
sidewalk on the eastside already exists.

Chair Bell stated that the East Bellevue Transportation Facilities Plan identifies the addition of
sidewalks from SE 20th Place to SE 22nd Street.  This ten year old plan should be either updated
or the decision to eliminate the sidewalk revisited.  He pointed out that it is ill advised to
eliminate projects based on a aye/nay vote at a open house meeting with little consideration to
the adopted planning document.

Mr. Halgren stated his concern regarding the proposed right turn lane along 156th Avenue SE at
SE 22nd Place.  He suggested that the current configuration provides sufficient space to add a
shorter right-turn lane that could be made adequate by simply adding or modifying lane
markings.

There was Council consensus to address a letter to City Council regarding the Community
Council's concern with staff's withdrawal of the proposed sidewalk on the west side of 156th

Avenue SE from SE 20th Place south to SE 24th Street.  The elimination of the proposed sidewalk
does not support the West Lake Hills Citizen Advisory Committee's recommendations, the
Comprehensive Plan and is contrary to the East Bellevue Transportation Facilities Plan.  In
addition, Council stated concern with bicyclist and pedestrian safety along this roadway and
questioned the need for a 300 foot right-turn lane.  

Mr. Halgren suggested that area improvements be considered in total versus a piecemeal fashion,
so all competing interests can be addressed in one project.
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Chair Bell added that staff should identify the necessary comprehensive plan amendments
needed to support proposals not in accordance with the East Bellevue Transportation Facilities
Plan.

(b) 148th Avenue Corridor

Mr. Halgren reported receipt of a transportation bulletin jointly published by Bellevue and
Redmond.  He noted references to the widening of 148th Avenue NE and 156th Avenue NE to six
lanes.  Mr. Halgren stated his concerns regarding the addition of a southbound transit queue
jump from just north of SE 22nd Street and a southbound transit and HOV lane between SE 22nd

Street and SE 24th Street. 

Chair Bell reported that there would be a Transportation Open House on May 16, 2002
pertaining to the 148th Corridor Study.

Mr. Keeffe stated his concern regarding the improvements to the 148th Corridor and southbound
traffic through Bellevue to I-90.  Although it is outside the Community Council area, he wished
to place the City on notice that East Bellevue is concerned with having to eat the elephant one
bite at a time.

Chair Bell suggested that comprehensive plan amendments precede mobility improvements to
serve as guidelines prior to the commitment of resources.

There was consensus to address a memorandum to Matt Terry stating the Council's concern
regarding Alternative No. 2 traveling southbound to I-90.  Increasing capacity to the north will
merely exacerbates the existing congestion on 148th and 156th Avenues. 

(c) Proposed right-turn lane on 156th and SE 22nd Place

Topic addressed under item 10(a).

(d) Communications

Mr. Halgren reminded Council of his concerns regarding a variance application of a few months
past.  At that time, he requested that Council draft a letter requesting the justifications if it were
to be approved.  The delay in finalizing the draft made submittal untimely.  He stated that he has
concluded that Council should wait for another opportunity to comment.  Council agreed.

Mr. Halgren reported that he had not completed a response to Kathleen Miller regarding the Lake
Hills Shopping Center.  He requested Council's help in drafting a response.

There was consensus that no response was required.  The matter was dropped.

Mr. Keeffe reported that he would not pursue Mayor Marshall recusancy in regards to
Community Council matters. 



400
East Bellevue Community Council

Summary Minutes May 7, 2002

(e) Robinswood Park

Mr. Halgren recommended that Council initiate a letter to the Parks Board stating the Council's
desire for the development of an actual Master Plan for Robinswood Park.  He requested a
second letter to the Parks Board requesting review of the current condition of the Robinswood
Park pond.  There was Council consensus.

11 NEW BUSINESS:

(a) Lake Hills Shopping Center Lighting

Chair Bell suggested that Council take a position on the Lake Hills Shopping Center issue to
express their safety concerns. He recommended sending a letter to Matt Terry asking that staff
investigate the light spillage at the Center and resolve any safety hazard and nuisance issues.
There was Council consensus.

12. CONTINUED COMMUNICATIONS  

Chair Bell noted Matt Terry's Land Use Code Interpretation regarding wireless communication
facilities print in the Council's packet.

Mr. Halgren reported on the current condition of the Lake Hills Shopping Center.

14. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

(a) March 12, 2002 East Bellevue Community Council Summary Minutes

Mr. Halgren moved approval of the March 12, 2002 East Bellevue Community Council
summary minutes.  Mr. Seal seconded the motion which carried 5-0.

(b) April 2, 2002 East Bellevue Community Council Summary Minutes

Mr. Keeffe moved approval of the April 2, 2002 East Bellevue Community Council summary
minutes.  Mr. Halgren seconded the motion which carried 5-0.

15. ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Keeffe moved adjournment.  Mr. Bell seconded the motion which carried 5-0.  The meeting
of May 7, 2002 adjourned at 10:15 PM.

Submitted by:

Michelle Murphy, CMC
Deputy City Clerk


