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 Periodic Update Checklist for Cities  
This checklist is intended to help cities that are fully planning under the Growth Management Act (GMA) 

to conduct the “periodic review and update” of comprehensive plans and development regulations 

required by RCW 36.70A.130(4).  Cities can use the checklist to identify components of their 

comprehensive plan and development regulations that may need to be updated to reflect the latest 

information, or to comply with changes to the GMA since their last update. 

This checklist includes all components of the plan and regulations that are specifically required by the 

GMA, with new or amended statutory changes since 2003 emphasized in highlighted text.  An expanded 

checklist (one for comprehensive plans, one for development regulations) is available, which also 

includes related good ideas and recommendations.  A separate checklist is available for counties.  Cities 

within the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) boundaries may want to use this checklist in tandem 

with PSRC checklists. 

How to fill out the checklist 
With the most recent version of your comprehensive plan and development regulations in hand, fill out 

each item in the checklist.  Select the check box (place your cursor just before the yes/no box and then 

double click for check box option menu) or type in text fields, answering the following questions: 

Is this item addressed in your current plan or regulations?  If YES, fill in the form with citation(s) to 

where in the plan or code the item is addressed.  We recommend using citations rather than page 

numbers because they stay the same regardless of how the document is printed.  If you have questions 

about the requirement, follow the hyperlinks to the relevant statutory provision.  If you still have 

questions, visit the Commerce Web page or contact the Commerce planner assigned to your city. 

Is amendment needed to meet current statute?  Check YES to indicate a change to your plan or 

regulations will be needed.  Check NO to indicate that the GMA requirement has already been met.  

Local updates may not be needed if the statute hasn’t changed since your previous update, if your city 

has kept current with required inventories, or if there haven’t been many changes in local 

circumstances.  Check “Further Review Needed” if you are unsure whether the requirement has already 

been met. 

Is your city considering optional amendments?  Use this field to note areas where your city may elect to 

work on or amend sections of your plan or development regulations that are not strictly required by the 

GMA. 
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