Friday, September 4, 2009
India decides on Bellevue consul
Puget Sound Business Journal (Seattle) - by Steve Wilhelm Staff Writer
India has chosen Bellevue as the location of its proposed consulate in Washington, but the effort is still awaiting U.S. approval.
“The decision to open a consulate in Bellevue has been taken by the government of India,” said Indian Consul General Susmita Thomas, who is based in San Francisco. She visited Bellevue last week for a conference on India partly sponsored by the city.
Bellevue officials have been trying to bring an Indian consulate to their city, instead of Seattle, for some time. They say an Eastside location makes sense given that the area is home for most of the region’s Indian nationals, many of whom are employees at Microsoft and other tech companies. The consulate would be Bellevue’s first.
A U.S. State Department spokesman confirmed that India’s application is being reviewed, but had no other information. Thomas said India wants a consulate office in Washington State because of the volume of business and trade with the state is large and there is “the potential of growing much more.”


