GANDHI MEMORIAL STATUE
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The Gandhi Memorial Statue on the Plaza at the Downtown Bellevue Library came about as a gift of the Government of India to the people of our community, in recognition of the Indian-born community that is here but also as an act of friendship, in recognition of the mutually beneficial ties of culture, community, trade, and economy that bind us together.  Currently, one third of Bellevue residents are foreign born, 70 languages are spoken.  With the gift of this statue, we can think inclusively as it is a gift to all the people of this region.  Gandhi symbolized tolerance, justice, self-determination, survival and success even starting from the most humble circumstances.  He spoke to all people, of all people.  His ideas and values recognized the deep thoughts and values in us.  His words, example, and life message spoke to all of us, here and abroad.  It inspired people in his own time, and it still inspires and instructs us in the present generation, both adults and our children.  

The City of Bellevue’s goal in economic development is to broaden trade relationships in positive ways.   International trade is a fact in the Puget Sound region.  Because of our geographic location and the nature of multi-national corporations, this has been an important part of our history since the late 1800s.  Rather than it be simply a one-way relationship to benefit a foreign country, our goal is to increase investment in our area, increase the number of new jobs locally for our residents, and expand overseas markets for goods and services produced in our region.  In our conversations with the Government of India, we have learned that they share our interest in actions that benefit both sides.  Our goal, therefore, is a shared one.  It is to build a shared prosperity.   

Gandhi is a symbolic figure of national identity for people from India.  In a highly diverse society of at least 9 major religions, 22 languages and more than 800 dialects, his commitment to justice, peace, non-violence, and tolerance achieved unification and inspired a nation to grow out of dire poverty by reliance on its native talents and hard work.  It is much like a statue of George Washington is for us.  As the father of our country, Washington led us in the ways of achieving national unity and identity out of multi-ethnic, multi-religious diversity that existed when our nation began. In the USA, Gandhi helped inspire the leaders of the non-violent Civil Rights movement, which was a watershed moment in the modern history of our country.  He inspired leaders and everyday persons at all levels, most famously Martin Luther King Jr. for which King County is named. 

It is in the mode as a unifying force or symbol, and as a wise teacher who had a widespread, positive impact around the globe, that the City of Bellevue and Bellevue Library chose to welcome the gift.  As one regional leader stated, there is no more fitting place for this Gandhi Memorial Statue than in front of the downtown Bellevue library.  As an historical figure and wise teacher known the world over, as a writer, thinker, and activist, he earned an honored and central place in the archives of knowledge.

The statue came to us as a fully funded gift from the Government of India and its International Council for Cultural Relations.  Other contributing organizations were the Gandhi Foundation USA and the National Federation of Indian Americans.  The statue is made of bronze and is the work of Anil R. Sutar, a celebrated artist in India.  The height of the statue is 6 feet, the base 4 inches, and the pedestal 18 inches.  Costs were approximately $50,000 for the statue, not including shipment from India, $22,000 for installation.  Additional work to be done includes installation of plaques and a finishing layer of material to cover the pedestal at an estimated cost of $8,000. The official dedication event for the statue occurred on October 17, 2009.  October 17 is also a national holiday in India called Diwali (Festival of Lights) to celebrate auspicious new beginnings.  A preliminary event was held on October 2, 2009, the 140th birthday of Mahatma Gandhi. 

For more information, please feel free to contact Thomas Boydell at the City of Bellevue’s Office of Economic Development at tboydell@bellevuewa.gov
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