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___ Action 
_X_ Information 
_X  Discussion 
 
 
Date:  December 1, 2011 
To:  Environmental Services Commission 
From:  Phyllis Varner, NPDES Permit Manager 
 
Subject: NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit Draft Annual Report 

 

Introduction 

The draft annual report required by the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit has been mailed to Commission members and copies 
will be available to the public at the meeting and on the City’s website at 
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/stormwater-runoff-management.htm.  The report consists of the 
2012 Stormwater Management Program document and the 2011 Annual Compliance Report. 
 
At the December 1 Commission meeting, staff will provide an overview of the NPDES Permit, 
the draft NPDES annual report, and the overall NPDES annual report schedule, including 
Commission review of and public comment on the draft 2012 Stormwater Management Program 
(SWMP or Program).   No action is required of the Commission at this meeting. 
 
This memorandum provides background information on the NPDES Permit, the draft annual 
report and the schedule for the draft 2012 Program document review.  The public meeting on the 
draft Program document is scheduled for the January 5th ESC meeting. 
 
Background - NPDES Permit 
 
The NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit program is one of several requirements in the federal 
Clean Water Act intended to protect water quality and restore waters to “fishable, swimmable” 
uses.  In Washington State, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has delegated permit 
authority to the state Department of Ecology (Ecology). 
 
Ecology issued the first Phase II NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit in 2007 for a five-year 
term (2007-2012).  The City of Bellevue is one of over 100 municipal “Phase II” permittees in 
Washington (i.e., Phase II municipalities are those with a 1990 population under 100,000).  The 
permit is revised and reissued every 5 years. 
 
The NPDES Permit authorizes the discharge of stormwater runoff from municipal storm 
drainage systems into Washington’s surface waters (streams, rivers, lakes and wetlands) and 
ground waters, as long as the municipalities implement permit-specified “best management 
practices” (BMPs). These BMPs reduce the discharge of stormwater pollutants to the “maximum 
extent practicable” and help protect water quality.  The permit-specified BMPs are collectively 
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