
 

 
2014 Comprehensive Plan Update FAQ 
 

“…Comprehensive plans give expression to the values and priorities of our communities. These plans provide a 20-to-50-
year vision—a roadmap for how our communities want to look and to function…it all adds up to a shared vision, tough 
decisions, and partnerships.”  -former Governor Chris Gregoire, announcing Smart Communities Awards 

 
How does the City plan for the future? 
 

Bellevue uses its long range plan, called the Comprehensive Plan, to manage growth and change over the 
next twenty years. The City conducts a major review and update of the plan every seven to ten years and 
considers individual amendments annually. The last major update of the current plan was in 2004. 

 
Why are we updating the Comprehensive Plan? 
 

“The comprehensive plan is the centerpiece of local planning in Washington State. Like business plans, 
comprehensive plans provide the framework for how our communities will grow. And like business plans, 
they must evolve over time to be effective. –A Guide to the Periodic Update Process under the GMA 

 
The Bellevue Comprehensive Plan 

 
Why should updating the Comprehensive Plan matter to me? 
 

A lot of land use, transportation, economic, and other changes have happened since the last update in 2004. 
A major building boom has transformed Downtown. Our communities are seeking a more mobile and 
sustainable future than ever before.  And we will begin to see major plans guiding the redevelopment of the 
Bel-Red corridor, Eastgate/I-90 corridor, and the Meydenbauer waterfront. The 2014 plan update will ensure 
that the plan continues to: 

 

 Capture the community’s Vision 
 

 Remain relevant to the community, decision-makers, and staff 
 

 Plan for the future long-term needs of the community, economy, and environment 
 

 Provide a strong policy foundation for infrastructure, neighborhoods, land use, environment and 
economic development 

 

 Include up-to-date information about Bellevue 
 

 Be consistent with state law, regional plans and court decisions 
 

The Comprehensive Plan Vision 
 

http://www.bellevuewa.gov/comprehensive_plan.htm
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/community-vision.htm


What is the Comprehensive Plan? 
 

The plan is Bellevue’s blueprint for people, mobility, places to live and recreate, jobs and a strong local 
economy, schools and colleges, and a healthy environment. The Comprehensive Plan is the City’s primary 
tool to forecast future growth, setting 20-year projections for population and jobs, and to plan for how to 
meet the demand for services related to that growth. 

 
How can I take part in the Comprehensive Plan update, and who should I contact? 
 

Tell us what you want for the future of Bellevue. Ask to be put on the update email contacts list, and 
subscribe to page alerts.  Send us a comment card (Word). 

 

Send your thoughts and comments to: 

 Paul Inghram AICP, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
pinghram@bellevuewa.gov 
425 452-4070 
 

 Nicholas Matz AICP, Senior Planner 
nmatz@bellevuewa.gov 
425 452-5371 
 

 The Bellevue Planning Commission 
PlanningCommission@bellevuewa.gov 
 

How long will it take to complete the Comprehensive Plan update? 
 

The update process is scheduled to finish by the end of 2014. 
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