1004-ORD
02/19/08

CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. 5802

AN ORDINANCE relating to the Comprehensive Plan of
the City of Bellevue, as required and adopted pursuant to
the Growth Management Act of 1990, as amended
(Chapter 36.70A RCW); adopting 2007 amendments to
the Comprehensive Plan amending the Utilities General
Element to: amend the text of the Goals section; amend
the text of the Electrical Service and Natural Gas
subsections of the Non City-Managed Utilities section;
add new policies to the Non City-Managed Ultilities —
Additional Electrical Facilities section; delete Figure UT.5
Electric Transmission Facilities and add new

Figure UT.5 — Existing Electrical Facilities and new
Figure UT.5a — New or Expanded Electrical Facilities;
and amend Figure UT.7 — PSE Natural Gas Mains.

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 7107 adopted on December 12, 2004, directed a
work program of policy and map amendments to the Utilities Element of the
Comprehensive Plan for the siting or expansion of Electrical Utility Facilities; and

WHEREAS, with the direction established in Resolution No. 7107, the City
Council sought to balance two equally important objectives: (1) protection of
residential neighborhoods from incompatible electrical facilities, and (2) the needs of
Puget Sound Energy to provide sufficient electrical energy to service the growing
demand of Downtown Bellevue and other commercial areas; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on December 12,
2007 with regard to the Utilities Element for Electrical Facilities CPA; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended that the City Council
approve such proposed amendments; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the Utilities Element for
Electrical Facilities CPA concurrently with the other 2007 amendments; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Utilities Element for Electrical
Facilities CPA satisfies the decision criteria established in Part 20.30(l) of the Land
Use Code; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue has complied with the requirements of the
State Environmental Policy Act (Chapter 43.21C RCW) and the City Environmental
Procedures Code (Chapter 22.02 BMC); now, therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON, DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
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Section 1. Amendments. The Goals section of the Utilities General Element
contained in the City of Bellevue’s Comprehensive Plan is hereby amended as
follows:

GOALS:

1. To promote and encourage the development and maintenance of all utilities
at the appropriate levels of service to accommodate the City of Bellevue’s
projected growth.

2. To promote and encourage the provision of reliable utility service in a way
that balances the public’s concerns about safety and health impacts of utility
infrastructures, consumers’ interest in paying a fair and reasonable price
for the utility’s product, Bellevue’s natural environment and the impacts
that utility infrastructures may have on it, and the community’s desire that
utility projects be aesthetically compatible with surrounding land uses.

3. To process permits and approvals for utility facilities in a fair and
timely manner and in accord with development regulations which
encourage predictability.

4. To encourage new technology that improves utility services while balancing
health and safety, economic, aesthetics, and environmental factors.

Section 2. Amendments. The Electrical Service and Natural Gas
subsections of the Non City-Managed Utilities section of the Utilities General
Element contained in the City of Bellevue’'s Comprehensive Plan are hereby
amended as follows:

Electrical Service

While it is critically important to meet growing demand for electrical service
and further develop the reliability of Bellevue’s electrical system, it is also
important to ensure that new and expanding electrical facilities are sensitive
to neighborhood character. Figure UT.5a identifies those planned facilities
that have the potential to create significant incompatibilities with Bellevue
neighborhoods. This figure resulted from an analysis of planned facility
locations and manner of expansion anticipated by PSE’s system plan. Such
factors as proximity to residential neighborhoods, visual access, and
expansion within or beyond an existing facility border were considered in
ide:tifying potential incompatibilities. The early screening identifies a list of
faciies that will require special siting scrutiny. This is intended to increase
trar:sparency of the siting process for PSE and the public, while also ensuring
the utility’s ability to meet system needs.

Puget Sound Energy (PSE) builds, operates, and maintains the electrical
utility system serving the City of Bellevue. PSE is an investor-owned utility
with the responsibility for providing service to over 1,056,000 electric
customers in a nine county service area. Bellevue is part of a larger service
area called the “Greater Bellevue Area” which is roughly the area between
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Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish. The Greater Bellevue Area includes
the entire cities of Bellevue, Beaux Arts, Medina, Hunts Point, Yarrow Point,
and Clyde Hill, portions of Kirkland and Redmond and small portions of
unincorporated King County.

PSE imports electrical energy from generation sources in Canada, on the
Columbia River, and from other generation sites inside and outside of PSE’s
service territory.

PSE’s goals are to meet future customer needs for electrical service, enhance
system reliability, and maintain safe facilities. As of the end of 2007, PSE
served more than 57,900 electric customers within the City of Bellevue.
During the winter of 2005-2006, peak electrical load (demand) in the Greater
Bellevue Area was 500 MVA (Megavolt-amperes). Based on population,
employment and development forecasts for the next twenty to thirty years as
of 2006, PSE estimates that peak winter loads in the Greater Bellevue Area
will be approximately 625 MVA in 2020 and 700 MVA in 2030. Actual load
growth could vary from projections due to economic cycles, land use zoning
changes and other drivers.

Several new system facilities including transmission lines and substations will
need to be constructed to meet the projected increased demand for electrical
service and to enhance reliability. Bellevue’'s knowledge-based economy is
part of a community lifestyle that requires and expects sufficient and highly
reliable electrical service.

Natural Gas Service

Puget Sound Energy (PSE) builds, operates, and maintains the natural gas
distribution system serving the City of Bellevue. PSE is an investor-owned
utility serving more than 729,000 natural gas customers in a six county
service area. As of the end of 2007, PSE served more than 31,300 natural
gas customers within the City of Bellevue.

The Pacific Northwest receives natural gas from various regions of the United
States and Canada. Natural gas is transported throughout the states of
Washington, Oregon and Idaho via a network of interstate transmission
pipelines owned and operated by Northwest Pipeline Corporation. PSE takes
delivery of natural gas from Northwest Pipeline east of Lake Sammamish and
distributes the gas to customers via PSE’s distribution system. The
distribution system serving Bellevue consists of both high pressure and
intermediate pressure mains.

PSE'’s goals are to meet future customer needs for gas service, enhance
system performance, and maintain safe facilities. As of 2006, PSE’s natural
gas distribution system has sufficient capacity to serve existing demand for
gas service in Bellevue. However, system capacity enhancements will be
required in next few years to provide service to new development within the
Bellevue Downtown area. Additional high pressure mains will need to be
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extended into the downtown area and additional intermediate pressure mains
will be needed to serve specific developments. Thereafter, the need for
additional system improvements will be driven by future development.

Section 3. Amendments. The Non City-Managed Ultilities - Additional
Electrical Facilities Policies section of the Utilities General Element contained in the
City of Bellevue's Comprehensive Plan are hereby amended by the addition of new
policies as follows:

POLICY UT-72. Work with Puget Sound Energy to implement the
electrical service system serving Bellevue in such a manner that new
and expanded transmission and substation facilities are compatible and
consistent with the land use pattern established in the Comprehensive
Plan.

Discussion: Where feasible, electrical facilities should be sited within
the area requiring additional service. Electrical facilities primarily
serving commercial and mixed use areas should be located in
commercial and mixed use areas, and not in areas that are primarily
residential. Further, the siting and design of these facilities should
incorporate measures to mitigate the visual impact on nearby
residential areas. These considerations must be balanced with the
community’s need to have an adequate and reliable power supply.

POLICY UT-73. Require siting analysis through the development review
process for new facilities, and expanded facilities at sensitive sites, including
a consideration of alternative sites.

Discussion: Sensitive facility sites are those new facilities and existing
facilities proposed to be expanded where located in or in close proximity to
residentially-zoned districts such that there is potential for visual impacts
absent appropriate siting and mitigation. The city will update Figure
UT.5a to the extent needed to stay current with changes in PSE’s system
planning.

POLICY UT-74. Avoid, minimize and mitigate the impacts of new or
expanded electrical facilities through the use of land use regulations
and performance standards that address siting considerations,
architectural design, site screening, landscaping, maintenance,
available technologies, and other appropriate measures.

POLICY UT-75. Work with and encourage Puget Sound Energy to plan,
site, build and maintain an electrical system that meets the needs of
existing and future development, and provides highly reliable service for
Bellevue customers.

Discussion: Providing highly reliable service is a critical expectation for the
service provider, given the importance of reliable and uninterrupted
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electrical service for public safety and health, as well as convenience.
Highly reliable service means there are few and infrequent outages, and
when an unavoidable outage occurs it is of short duration and customers
are frequently updated as to when power is likely to be restored. A highly
reliable system will be designed, operated and maintained to keep pace
with the expectations and needs of residents and businesses as well as
evolving technologies and operating standards as they advance over time.

Section 4. Amendments. Figure UT.5 — Electric Transmission Facilities of
the Utilities General Element contained in the City of Bellevue’s Comprehensive
Plan is deleted, and a new Figure UT.5 — Existing Electrical Facilities and new
Figure UT.5a — New or Expanded Electrical Facilities are adopted as set forth in
Attachments PC-1 and PC-2 and by this reference fully incorporated herein.

Section 5. Amendments. Figure UT.7 — PSE Natural Gas Mains of the
Utilities General Element contained in the City of Bellevue's Comprehensive Plan is
amended as set forth in Attachment PC-3 and by this reference fully incorporated
herein.

Section 6. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force
five (5) days after its passage and legal publication. This ordinance, the Utilities
General Element, and the city’s Comprehensive Plan shall be available for public
inspection in the office of the City Clerk.

Passed by the City Council this 25 day of _ Felrrceares , 2008
and signed in authentication of its passage this /5%~ day of %
2008.

(SEAL)
7%///%/4

Grant S. Deggipjéeﬂ%\/{ayor

b

Approved as to form:

Lori M. Riordan, City Attorney

Attest:

I rnn X Saaccts

Myrrfa L. Basich, City Clerk

Published v v sc 3 25200¢
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