
  

CITY OF BELLEVUE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Summary Minutes of Study Session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2, 2007 Council Conference Room 
6:00 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Degginger, Deputy Mayor Chelminiak, and Councilmembers Balducci, 

Davidson, Lee, Marshall, and Noble 
 
ABSENT: None. 
 
 
1. Executive Session 
 
Deputy Mayor Chelminiak called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and announced recess to 
Executive Session for approximately one hour to discuss one item of pending litigation and three 
items regarding property acquisition. 
 
The Study Session resumed at 7:17 p.m. with Mayor Degginger presiding. 
 
2. Study Session
 
 (a) Update on City’s Response to December 14 Windstorm 
 
City Manager Steve Sarkozy explained that the windstorm provided the opportunity to test the 
City’s emergency response capabilities as well as coordination with nonprofit agencies (e.g., Red 
Cross) and Puget Sound Energy.  Winds up to 90 mph were reported in Bellevue, and 
approximately three-quarters of Puget Sound Energy’s one million customers were without 
power for more than 24 hours.   
 
The Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was activated at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, December 15 
and remained active through 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 22.  During and following the 
windstorm, City crews immediately responded to utilities, public safety, and shelter issues.  
Many citizens relied on City of Bellevue services because Eastside communities were not able to 
provide services.  The City provided welfare checks on at-risk residents, temporary housing and 
meals (including staffing by City employee volunteers), increased Police and Fire personnel 
presence, and debris removal.   
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One of the challenges following the storm was communicating with residents due primarily to 
the power outage.  Mr. Sarkozy acknowledged residents’ frustration with not knowing when 
their power would be restored.  The City was in constant communication with PSE to obtain 
updates, relay complaints, and continue to advocate for the restoration of power in Bellevue.   
 
Laurel Nelson, Emergency Preparedness Manager (Fire Department), reported that the EOC was 
staffed through December 22, which is the longest period in which Bellevue’s EOC has 
remained activated.  The dedicated EOC functioned very well and operated under the Incident 
Command System.  More than 40 people were in the EOC at one time, and throughout the event 
employees implemented the City’s Emergency Operations Plan.  More than 2,400 staff hours 
were logged to the EOC operations.  Personnel provided resource support including barricades, 
shelter staffing, and generators.  The Human Resources and Finance Departments were 
extensively involved in logistical support.   
 
The EOC coordinated with field staff and relied on the Utilities Command Center at Bellevue 
Service Center (BSC) and the Transportation Command Center.  The City coordinated with 
Bellevue School District, Red Cross, Overlake Hospital Medical Center, Puget Sound Energy, 
and the King County Emergency Coordination Center.  The City provided PSE with priority 
requests to restore power to three fire stations, water and wastewater pump stations, and shelter 
locations.  Bellevue’s Parks Department provided an outstanding response by staffing shelters 
and responding to human services needs.  American Red Cross provided food to the North 
Bellevue Community Center and later in the week assumed operation of the shelters at the 
Highland Community Center.   
 
City staff communicated with SPAN (Strengthening Partnerships Among Neighbors) 
representatives to encourage them to check on neighbors and relay information about available 
shelters.  The City provided outreach to faith-based organizations as well. 
 
Ms. Nelson reviewed many of the response and recovery issues including downed trees and 
power lines, major intersections without power, loss of power at water and wastewater pumping 
stations, three fire stations relying on generator power, and one fire station with interrupted 
telephone service.  All adult care facilities in the community were contacted to ensure everyone 
was okay.  Information regarding carbon monoxide poisoning was distributed to citizens.  The 
City ensured the safety and care of employees by providing cots for those needing shelter and 
volunteering. 
 
Ms. Nelson said the Mayor signed an emergency proclamation on December 16.  The county 
currently has estimated $16.2 million in damages with this incident.  There has been a huge 
demand for public education, and it is critical for individuals to be prepared for emergencies.  In 
addition, planning for vulnerable populations, the business community, and recovery after the 
storm are important. 
 
Patrick Foran, Parks and Community Services Director, explained the Parks Department’s 
responsibility in all disasters to provide staff and equipment to support Utilities and 
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Transportation relief activities.  This involves maintenance and operations through inspections 
and emergency response to the condition of parks, natural areas, and streetscapes as well as 
shelter operations in coordination with the American Red Cross.   
 
Staff is working to clean up the parks system, which border approximately 3,000 adjacent private 
properties.  Fortunately only six homes and businesses were damaged by trees that fell from a 
City park.  However, 367 trees on the parks system properties were lost during the storm.  The 
department experienced revenue loss due to the suspension of recreation programs.   
 
Mr. Foran said four shelters were activated on Friday, December 15, the day following the storm: 
1) North Bellevue Community Center, 2) Bellevue High School, 3) Highland Community 
Center, and 4) Bellevue Community College.  As power was restored, Crossroads Community 
Center and South Bellevue Community Center resumed regular activities and operating hours 
and served as daytime drop-in shelters.  The highest number of people served in one night was 
164 for three shelters on Monday, December 18.  The North Bellevue Community Center served 
a total of 462 non-duplicated guests.  This included 360 Bellevue residents as well as citizens 
from eight other cities.  An average of 50 guests accessed shelters on Saturday, December 16, 
and the following Sunday and Monday.  The Human Resources Department coordinated 
employee volunteer staffing, resulting in 126 employee volunteers including Councilmembers. 
 
The Home Repair Program funded by federal Community Development Block Grants assists low 
and moderate income residents not covered by insurance by providing no-interest loans and 
grants for repairs, tree removal, and other storm-related safety and health-related repairs.  Flyers 
have been mailed to the more severely affected areas of Lake Hills and West Lake Sammamish.  
Citizens may call 425-452-6884 for more information. 
 
Mike Brennan, Deputy Director of Development Services, described staff’s building assessment 
activities, which involved the inspection of 34 damaged buildings.  Of these, 16 were posted for 
limited occupancy, 15 were posted as safe, and 3 were posted as no occupancy.  Inspectors met 
with building owners, determined permit requirements for repairs, and provided a handout 
explaining the process.  Most permits were issued immediately, and the City did not charge fees 
for damage repair permits.   
 
Transportation Director Goran Sparrman described field inspections of arterial and residential 
street systems.  Staff worked with the Utilities Department to clear downed trees from roadways 
in situations in which power lines were not involved.  They also worked with PSE to prioritize 
arterial street work and to minimize traffic signals that were not working. 
 
Nav Otal, Utilities Assistant Director for Business Administration, explained that the Utilities 
Department implemented its Pre-Storm Plan on Thursday morning in anticipation of the 
windstorm that occurred that night.  Water reservoirs were filled to capacity and 24-hour staffing 
was arranged.  Staff assisted in removing downed trees, securing closed streets (20 to 30 street 
closures at any given time), maintaining backup power to pump stations (half of the 16 stations 
do not have onsite generators), and supplying fuel to City facilities.  Police personnel assisted 
Utilities in moving generators between pump stations to control sewer overflows. 
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The Utilities Department activated its debris removal plan including enhanced weekly yard waste 
pickup, a free drop-off site for debris (utilized by 400 customers to date), and the opportunity to 
obtain additional yard waste containers from Allied. 
 
Transportation, Parks, and Utilities implemented a Joint Recovery Plan to survey and prioritize 
clean up work in rights-of-way; work with a contractor to perform heavy, high-priority work; 
and to deploy City crews for continued cleaning using snow plows, front-end loads, and trucks.   
 
Councilmember Balducci noted areas where trees are still leaning on power lines and questioned 
what citizens should do.  Ms. Otal said citizens should call 911 to connect with Utilities 
Dispatch, which will mark sites for future action. 
 
Responding to Councilmember Lee, Mr. Sparrman said in normal situations the Police assist in 
establishing control of intersections in which traffic signals are no longer working.  In this case, 
so many intersections were dark that there was not enough manpower to staff all locations.  In 
further response to Mr. Lee, Ms. Otal said staff will conduct a cost-benefit analysis to determine 
the feasibility of purchasing generators for all pump stations.  Generators are expensive and 
require higher maintenance. 
 
Mayor Degginger commended staff for their quick and effective response.  He suggested the 
placement of signage reminding drivers that dark intersections should function as four-way 
stops.  Mr. Sparrman said Transportation and Police Department staff will work to improve 
response in this area.  He noted that Public Information Officers worked to release 
communications instructing citizens to follow four-way stop protocol. 
 
Ms. Otal said citizens can contact the Utilities Department at 425-452-6932, as an alternate to 
911, regarding downed trees and concerns with power lines. 
 
[Presentation continued in Regular Session under Agenda Item 12(a).] 
 
At 7:57 p.m., Mayor Degginger declared recess to the Regular Session. 
 
  
 
 
Myrna L. Basich 
City Clerk 
 
kaw 
 

  


