
CITY OF BELLEVUE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Summary Minutes of Regular Session 

 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2008 Council Chamber 
8:00 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Degginger and Councilmembers Bonincontri, Chelminiak, Davidson, Lee 

and Noble 
 
ABSENT: Deputy Mayor Balducci 
 
1. Call to Order
  
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m., with Mayor Degginger presiding.   
 
2. Roll Call, Flag Salute
   
Upon roll call, all Councilmembers except Deputy Mayor Balducci were present. 
Councilmember Bonincontri led the flag salute. 
 
 (a) Recognition of Successful Parks Levy 
 
Mayor Degginger commented on the successful parks levy which was approved in the recent 
election. 
 
Merle Keeney, Parks and Community Services Board Chair, reported that voter turnout in 
Bellevue was approximately 80 percent, and 67 percent of these voters supported the parks levy.  
Mr. Keeney thanked the City Council for creating the right package of projects to benefit the 
community.  He thanked Bellevue citizens for their support, even in these difficult economic 
times, as well as the Bellevue Parks YES! committee for their hard-working grassroots campaign 
in favor of the levy. 
 
Mr. Degginger thanked Bellevue citizens for their support of the levy, which will enable the City 
to continue to maintain and expand the system of parks, open space, and trails. 
 
3. Communications:  Written and Oral
 
(a) Greg Krape, Partner with Mulvanny G2 Architecture, noted that he serves on the 

Bellevue Chamber of Commerce Executive Committee and is speaking as an individual, 
design professional, and business owner.  His firm is committed to designing sustainable 
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development and is optimistic about the redevelopment vision for the Bel-Red corridor.  
Mulvanny G2 supports the City’s approach to concentrating growth in the downtown and 
Bel-Red corridor.  However, he is concerned about whether transportation infrastructure 
will be sufficient to support the growth. 

 
(b) Jill Ostrem, Vice President, Group Health, thanked the Council for its ongoing 

cooperation and support in developing the medical district.  She encouraged continued 
work on the transportation system in and around the 116th Avenue NE medical corridor. 

 
(c) Jane Kuechle, Chief Development Officer for At Work, described the organization’s 

mission of helping the disabled to be productive, integrated, and contributing members of 
the community.  At Work has been located in the Bel-Red corridor since 1979 and 
recently remodeled its offices.  They look forward to future growth in the area and 
encourage the Council to provide needed transportation projects. 

 
(d) TJ Woosley, representing Brierwood Center, expressed support for planned infrastructure 

improvements within the Bel-Red corridor.  However, he is concerned regarding the 
proposed local improvement district (LID) mechanism for funding infrastructure 
development, and that existing businesses will be disproportionately charged for 
improvements that will benefit new growth.  Mr. Woosley said the $4/square foot fee is a 
huge burden for existing businesses, and could put many of them out of business.  He 
asked the Council to further consider broader-based funding mechanisms. 

 
(e) Heather Trescases, Executive Director, Eastside Heritage Center, described the 

organization’s activities and requested continued financial support for the museum. 
 
4. Reports of Community Council, Boards and Commissions:  None. 
 
5. Report of the City Manager:  None. 
 
6. Council Business and New Initiatives:  No reports. 
 
7. Approval of the Agenda
 
→ Councilmember Chelminiak moved to approve the agenda, and Councilmember Noble 

seconded the motion. 
 
→ The motion to approve the agenda carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
8. Consent Calendar 
 
→ Councilmember Noble moved to approve the Consent Calendar, and Councilmember 

Chelminiak seconded the motion.   
 
→ The motion to approve the Consent Calendar carried by a vote of 6-0, and the following 

items were approved: 
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(a) Minutes of June 10, 2008 Special Meeting 
 Minutes of October 27, 2008 Extended Study Session 
 Minutes of November 3, 2008 Study Session 
 Minutes of November 3, 2008 Regular Session 
 

 (b) Resolution No. 7826 authorizing execution of a contract with Environmental 
Control, in an amount not to exceed $51, 972.92, for the 2009 Bellevue Service 
Center (BSC) Operations Area Custodial Services. 

 
 (c) Motion to approve payment of claims for the period November 1, 2008 through 

November 14, 2008, and payroll for the period October 16, 2008 through October 
31, 2008. 

 
 (d) Motion to award Bid No. 8326 to MacDonald Miller Facility Solutions Inc., in the 

amount of $43,049.62, as the lowest responsible bidder for the replacement of the 
Bellevue Aquatic Center (BAC) warm water pool boiler (Parks CIP Project No. 
P-R-11). 

 
 (e) Motion to award Bid No. 8152, NE 8th Street, 106th Avenue NE to 108th Avenue 

NE project, to Road Construction Northwest, Inc., in the amount of 
$1,075,473.25, as the lowest responsible and responsive bidder.  This project will 
add a third westbound lane on NE 8th Street from 108th Avenue NE to 106th 
Avenue NE with an interim 6-foot wide sidewalk ( CIP Plan No. PW-R-152). 

 
9. Public Hearings
 
 (a) Third and Final Public Hearing on the Preliminary 2009-2010 Operating Budget 

and the 2009-2015 Capital Investment Program (CIP) Plan and Setting the 2009 
Property Tax Rate   [Council action on the Budget is currently scheduled for 
December 1, 2008.] 

 
City Manager Steve Sarkozy provided introductory comments regarding the economic climate 
and its potential budget impacts as well as voter approval of the recent parks levy.   
 
→ Councilmember Chelminiak moved to open the Public Hearing, and Councilmember 

Bonincontri seconded the motion. 
 
→ The motion to open the Public Hearing carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
The following citizens came forward to comment on the Budget, CIP Plan, and proposed 2009 
property tax rate: 
 
(1) Betina Finley, Chair of the Arts Commission, encouraged the Council to support arts 

funding, including implementation of the Cultural Compass plan and the conversion of 
the Art Program Coordinator position to full-time status. 
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(2) David Plummer asserted that the City does not currently use life cycle cost analysis 

procedures to develop cost estimates for CIP projects or to evaluate options.  He 
encouraged the Council to direct staff to implement this type of procedure.  He feels the 
proposed utilities rate increases are unreasonable.  He suggested that the Downtown 
Circulator  project should be converted to a fare-based transit service.  He feels Bel-Red 
implementation funding should be eliminated.  Mr. Plummer referred the Council to his 
letter for additional comments. 

 
(3) Van Diep, Su Development, urged the Council to provide capital and operational funding 

for the Ten20 Theater project at 108th Avenue NE and NE 10th Street. 
 
(4) Rik Deskin, Eclectic Theater Company, expressed support for the Ten20 Theater project. 
 
(5) Linda Hall, Senior Director of Housing, YWCA of Seattle/King County/Snohomish 

County, encouraged continued and expanded funding for affordable housing through 
ARCH (A Regional Coalition for Housing).  She noted the increase in demand for shelter 
housing and said this is not the time to reduce services. 

 
(6) Bob Riley, Housing at the Crossroads, encouraged the Council to increase ARCH 

funding.   
 
(7) Rachel Krefetz, Housing Development Consortium, asked the Council to provide more 

resources to the ARCH Housing Trust Fund.  She noted that Bellevue’s contribution has 
not increased since 1999.  She thanked Bellevue for being the largest contributor to the 
Trust Fund of the 15 member cities, and she encouraged Bellevue to continue to be a 
leader in providing affordable housing. 

 
(8) T.J. Woosley, Hal Woosley Properties, submitted a petition signed by small businesses in 

the Bel-Red corridor opposing the creation of a local investment district (LID) to fund 
infrastructure development. 

 
(9) Marilyn Mason-Phenkett, Hopelink, thanked the Council for its ongoing support and 

explained that the demand for services continues to increase, particularly in the current 
economic climate. 

 
(10) Mary Robinson, King County Sexual Assault Resource Center (KCSARC), thanked the 

Council for its ongoing support and for the proposed four percent increase in funding in 
the next budget.   

 
(11) Julia May, KCSARC, explained that KCSARC is one of few agencies to provide 

comprehensive sexual assault services for the Spanish-speaking community.  King 
County’s funding to the agency could end in mid-2009.  Ms. May asked the Bellevue 
City Council to urge the King County Executive and County Council to continue its 
funding of KCSARC. 
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(12) Helen Leuzzi, Outreach Chairman for Bellevue First Congregational Church, described 
the church’s Sophia Way program, which is the first overnight shelter on the Eastside 
serving homeless women.  She encouraged the Council to increase its funding to ARCH 
for affordable housing. 

 
(13) Todd Woosley, Hal Woosley Properties, asked the Council to not impose taxes on local 

businesses that could potentially put them out of business.  He opposes the LID proposed 
for infrastructure funding in the Bel-Red corridor.  He supports the need for planned 
transportation projects.  However, he feels this is not the right time to consider new fees 
or taxes on businesses. 

 
(14) Eric Nickols, Nickols Realty/Evergreen Center, spoke in opposition to the proposed LID 

for the Bel-Red corridor. 
 
(15) Charlie Klinge, President of Somerset Recreation Club, encouraged the Council to 

maintain funding in the CIP budget for the replacement of Somerset Reservoir #1 on the 
club’s property.   

 
→ Councilmember Bonincontri moved to close the Public Hearing, and Councilmember 

Noble seconded the motion. 
 
→ The motion to close the Public Hearing carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
Mayor Degginger thanked citizens for participating in the public hearing. 
 
10. Land Use:  None. 
 
11. Other Ordinances, Resolutions and Motions:  None. 
 
12. Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
13. Continued Oral Communications:  None. 
  
14. New Business:  None. 
 
15. Executive Session:  None. 
 
16. Adjournment
 
At 9:09 p.m., Mayor Degginger announced that the Council would return to the Study Session to 
complete that agenda. 
 
 
Myrna L. Basich 
City Clerk 
/kaw 

  


