
CITY OF BELLEVUE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Summary Minutes of Regular Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 17, 2009 Council Chamber 
8:00 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Degginger, Deputy Mayor Balducci and Councilmembers Bonincontri, 

Chelminiak, Lee and Noble 
 
ABSENT: Councilmember Davidson 
 
 
1. Call to Order
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:02 p.m., with Mayor Degginger presiding.   
 
2. Roll Call, Flag Salute
   
Upon roll call, all Councilmembers except Dr. Davidson were present.  Deputy Mayor Balducci 
led the flag salute. 
 
3. Communications:  Written and Oral
  
(a) Mayor Rose, Beaux Arts Village, stated his jurisdiction’s position on light rail and a 

preferred alignment.  It is important to Beaux Arts residents that the light rail route have a 
stop at the South Bellevue Park and Ride.  They also want to preserve the westbound 
high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane onto I-90.  Mayor Rose said his community 
endorsees options B2A, B2E and B3 as identified in Sound Transit's documents.  Beaux 
Arts specifically opposes alignment option B7.  

 
(b) Sue Baugh, representing the Bellevue Downtown Association, provided a written update 

of the BDA Board’s routing alternatives for the Sound Transit East Link Project.  In 
downtown Bellevue, the preferred alignment alternative is C3T.  The BDA’s preferred 
alternative for South Bellevue is a modified B3 alignment, with light rail running along 
the east side of 112th Avenue SE instead of through the center median.  In addition, the 
BDA encourages the creation of additional general purpose and dedicated HOV capacity 
on Bellevue Way to handle increased traffic associated with an expanded park and ride 
lot.  If further study shows that capacity on Bellevue Way cannot be managed with the 
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implementation of light rail, the BDA would support option B7 routing across Mercer 
Slough and onto the BNSF corridor.  The BDA recommends that Sound Transit carry 
forward alternatives B7 and modified B3 for further review.  For Segment D, the BDA’s 
preferred alternative is a modified D2A, with adjustments to serve the proposed Spring 
District development. 

 
(c) Renay Bennett commented on staff’s presentation of February 9 regarding Sound 

Transit’s East Link project.  She said the buildout of I-405 was fully taken into account in 
the preparation of the DEIS (Draft Environmental Impact Statement) for the light rail 
project, according to communications she has received from Sound Transit staff.  Ms. 
Bennett spoke to the need for sound walls up to three stories tall along Bellevue Way and 
the Enatai neighborhood, as well as along 118th Avenue SE, to mitigate the impact of 
light rail.  She noted that the DEIS report does not address sound mitigation for the 
Bellecrest neighborhood, Bellefield condominiums, or the Surrey Downs neighborhood.   

 
 Ms. Bennett recalled staff mentioning the blackberry bushes along 112th Avenue SE.  She 

said these are located in the wetland, and the site is a pre-approved, fully funded 
Neighborhood Enhancement Program (NEP) project for a new trail slated to begin 
construction this year.  This project will be eliminated if Sound Transit is allowed to run 
light rail along 112th Avenue SE.  Ms. Bennett said she and her neighbors are 
concerned  that construction impacts have not been looked at in the DEIS.  Ms. Bennett 
commented on a news article in The Seattle Times today regarding legislation under 
consideration that would force densities up to 50 units per acre around Sound Transit 
stations.  Residents are extremely concerned about this potential legislation.  Ms. Bennett 
said option B7 is the right alignment for the long-term future of Bellevue businesses and 
residents. 

 
(d) Bill Thurston, President of the Bellevue Club, thanked the Council and staff for their 

work on light rail planning.  The Bellevue Club supports option B7. 
 
(e) Jack McCullough said he was speaking on behalf of the owners of Lincoln Plaza, which 

is across the street from the Bellevue Club.  He urged the Council to support option B7 or 
other routes, including the proposed modified B3, that would avoid impacts to 
the wetlands and the Bellevue Club.  The modified B3 proposed alignment along the east 
side of 112th Avenue SE was discarded before the DEIS by Sound Transit, citing reasons 
related to costs and headway timing.  Mr. McCullough strongly encouraged keeping this 
alternative on the table and influencing Sound Transit to study this option. 

 
(f) Neil Hatberg, Corporate Real Estate Department, Public Storage, commented on the Bel-

Red Subarea Plan.  Public Storage manages three properties near Northup Way and 124th 
Avenue NE.  Two of those properties are being suggested for rezone to Office, and a 
third property on Northup Way is proposed as Residential.  Public Storage would like this 
property to be zoned as Office as well.  Public Storage would like the opportunity in the 
future, as more residential development occurs with the introduction of light rail, to have 
the ability to redevelop and/or expand its properties. 
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(g) Mike McCorkle, Executive Director of Sambica Ministries, thanked the Council, 
Planning Commission, and staff for their work on the Sambica Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment.  He encouraged Council approval of the CPA. 

 
(h) Chris Moie, BelGreen Development, spoke in support of Ordinance No. 5858 adopting 

the Bel-Red Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPA). 
 
(i) Pam Tolle noted her letter to the Council and commented on the 156th Avenue node.  The 

first issue is the node within a quarter-mile radius of transit, and the second is the node’s 
building heights and transition characteristics.  She questioned whether staff or 
Councilmembers have actually walked the quarter-mile from the 156th Avenue NE node 
to the transit center at NE 24th Street.  She feels the walk, with its change in elevation, is 
unrealistic for some citizens.  Ms. Tolle expressed concern about the potential for 70-foot 
building heights in her neighborhood under the Bel-Red Plan.  She urged the Council to 
be mindful of neighborhood preservation. 

 
(j) Ken Schiring explained that since Bel-Red redevelopment planning began in 2005, he has 

been concerned that the Uwajimaya Triangle was connected by a thread to the balance of 
the Bel-Red area.  He feels it is inconsistent with the majority of the area, and at one 
point he moved to remove it.  As time went on, he looked at its inclusion as a positive 
way to control land uses and protect adjacent residential areas from potential impacts of 
Redmond’s Overlake Plan.  Mr. Schiring spoke in favor of retaining Community 
Business zoning and the previously allowed building heights.  This would provide a 
buffer to Redmond's Overlake development. 

 
Responding to Councilmember Chelminiak, Mr. Schiring clarified that he is speaking on behalf 
of the Sherwood Forest Community Club.  He is advocating in support of the original 
recommendation of the Bel-Red Steering Committee instead of the recommendation forwarded 
by the Planning Commission to the Council. 
 
(k) Andy Taber, Opus Northwest, complimented Council on the City’s extensive work 

related to the Comprehensive Plan Amendments (CPAs).  He opined that the 45-foot 
building height limit on the edge of the Bel-Red 156th Avenue node makes it challenging 
to achieve desired densities within the defined quarter-mile radius of the transit station. 
He urged reconsideration of that requirement, and asked that it be left to the developer to 
work with the design review board to provide a transition that will work for everyone. 

 
(l) James Bender, representing the Bridle Trails Community Club, thanked the Council for 

its work related to the proposed Pedestrian Bicycle Transportation Plan project (140th 
Avenue NE). 

 
(m) Norm Hansen, a Bridle Trails resident, expressed appreciation for Council’s support in 

maintaining the distinctiveness of Bellevue's various neighborhoods while still serving 
the needs of the broader regional community.  Residents are pleased with the removal of 
the proposed 140th Avenue NE bicycle lane project.   
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(n) Walter Scott, Legacy Commercial, provided the history of the former Coco’s Restaurant 
in a building owned by Legacy.  Due to a change in zoning, the vacant building cannot be 
redeveloped as another restaurant.  Mr. Scott expressed concern that this situation could 
happen again in the Bel-Red area, despite policies intended to preserve existing uses.  Mr. 
Scott noted that the Pella  building on 120th is proposed to be rezoned as BR-R.  Legacy 
requests a slight modification to BR-CR to allow a transition from higher density office 
development to the south to residential areas to the north. 

 
(o) John Worthington commented on Sound Transit planning.  He said it is important to limit 

the number of stations/stops and to keep train speeds up. 
 
(p) Sherman Burd stated his agreement with the previous speaker that the proposed light rail 

service has too many stops.  He suggested eliminating the downtown alignment, noting 
construction and traffic impacts as well as potential cost overruns.  He spoke in favor of 
option B7 along the BNSF right-of-way, connecting to a stop at NE 8th and then 
proceeding east.  A bus circulator connection at NE 8th Street could move people into the 
downtown core. 

 
4. Reports of Community Council, Boards and Commissions
 

(a) Youth Link Board 
 
Helena Stephens, Family/Youth Services Manager, and members of the Youth Link Board 
provided a report on upcoming events and the 2009 Youth Link priorities. 
 
5. Report of the City Manager:  None. 
 
6. Council Business and New Initiatives
 
Councilmember Bonincontri attended a meeting of the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) 
Growth Management Planning Board. 
 
Councilmember Lee attended the Senior Advisory Board Recognition luncheon and the first 
U.S.-China energy forum.  
 
7. Approval of the Agenda
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to approve the agenda, and Councilmember Noble 

seconded the motion. 
 
→ The motion to approve the agenda carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
8. Consent Calendar 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to approve the Consent Calendar, and Councilmember 

Noble seconded the motion.  
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→ The motion to approve the Consent Calendar carried by a vote of 6-0, and the following 

items were approved: 
 
 (a) Minutes of January 20, 2009 Study Session 
  Minutes of January 20, 2009 Regular Session 
 
 (b) Resolution No. 7878 authorizing execution of a Settlement Agreement and 

Release of Claims with Loyd C. Moore transferring title of a portion of 105th 
Avenue SE and SE 8th Street, and settling the quiet title action filed in King 
County Superior Court, cause number 08-2-38871-9SEA. 

 
 (c) Resolution No. 7879 adopting the City of Bellevue 2009 Federal Legislative 

Agenda. 
 
 (d) Motion to approve payment of claims for the period January 31, 2009 through 

February 13, 2009 and payroll for the period January 16, 2009 through January 
31, 2009. 

 
 (e) Resolution Nos. 7880, 7881, 7882 authorizing execution of three two-year 

professional services agreements with R. Lee Springer, Anthony Kopczynski and 
Roberto de las Alas, in a combined contract amount not to exceed $332,000, with 
an option to renew for an additional two years, to perform audits of businesses to 
determine compliance with the tax chapters of the Bellevue City Code. 

 
 (f) Resolution No. 7883 authorizing execution of a contract with Braun Northwest, 

Inc., in an amount not to exceed $176,951.37, to purchase one Advanced Life 
Support (ALS) medic unit. 

 
 (g) Resolution No. 7884 authorizing execution of Fiber Optic Project Agreement #42, 

for the installation of fiber optic cable in the right-of-way in the City of Renton as 
part of the fiber optic network infrastructure around Lake Washington, said 
agreement being an amendment to the Interlocal General Terms and Conditions 
for Sharing of Fiber Optic Installation Projects, with the City of Kirkland, the 
Lake Washington School District, and the University of Washington, approved 
October 20, 2003, Resolution No. 6911. 

 
 (h) Resolution No. 7885 authorizing execution of an Interlocal Agreement with the 

Seattle-King County Department of Public Health, for a training and performance 
standards revenue agreement. 

 
 (i) Resolution No. 7886 authorizing execution of a Facility Relocation Agreement 

with Puget Sound Energy, in an estimated amount not to exceed $57,650, to 
relocate existing underground electrical facilities associated with the Northup 
Way Roadway Improvements Project (CIP Plan No. PW-R-133). 
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 (j) Motion to award Bid No. 9014, 2009 ADA Ramp Upgrade and Sidewalk Repair 
Project, to Dennis R. Craig Construction, in the amount of  $511,622.00, as the 
lowest responsible and responsive bidder (CIP Plan Nos. PW-M-1 and PW-M-3). 

 
 (k) Ordinance No. 5857 establishing a "No Parking Anytime" zone on both sides of 

SE 28th Place from Richards Road, east 270 feet to the end of the street, and from 
there 75 feet north to the end of the street right-of-way. 

 
 (l) Motion to award Bid No. 9009, Wilburton Neighborhood Traffic Calming Project 

to Dennis R. Craig Construction, Inc., in the amount of  $77,882.00, as low bidder 
to install four patterned brick entry treatments, three speed humps, and one 
circular speed hump in the Wilburton neighborhood. 

 
 (m) Resolution No. 7887 authorizing execution of a five-year lease agreement, with 

an automatic five-year extension, with T-Mobile West Corporation at the 
Woodridge Water Reservoir Site, located at 1843 125th Avenue SE, Bellevue. 

 
 (n) Motion to award Bid No. 8298 for AC Water Main Replacement (2009) - Phase 1, 

to Nor Tec Construction, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $617,477.23, as low 
bidder (CIP Plan No. W-16). 

 
 (o) Resolution No. 7888 authorizing execution of a one-year agreement with Ball 

Janik LLP, with an option to renew for one additional year, for a total two-year 
amount not to exceed $136,300, for federal lobbying services. 

 
9. Public Hearings:  None. 
  
10. Land Use:  None. 
 
11. Other Ordinances, Resolutions and Motions
 
 (a) 2008 Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
 
City Manager Steve Sarkozy opened discussion regarding the 2008 Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment (CPA) package. 
 
Planning Director Dan Stroh provided an overview of the presentation. 
 
Paul Inghram, Comprehensive Planning Manager, reviewed the CPA proposals.  The Bel-Red 
package of amendments includes the new Bel-Red Subarea Plan.  A number of changes respond 
to issues raised during Council review including enhancing a pedestrian orientation, modifying 
language related to the Medical Institution district, noting the need for additional planning at the 
time of determining the location of the MI district station, and revising the NE 15th/16th Street 
corridor project description.  
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Mr. Inghram recalled discussions regarding building heights on the east end of the corridor 
between Bel-Red Road and 156th Avenue NE.  The draft policy provides for a mix of housing 
and retail uses.  Building heights could potentially reach 70 feet in this area, with a limitation of 
45 feet along 156th Avenue NE.  Council may choose to modify the policy, however. 
 
The next steps following action on the Bel-Red CPA are to provide comment to Sound Transit 
regarding the preferred station location and alignment, continuing review of related draft Land 
Use Code provisions, reviewing other City Code provisions (e.g., Traffic Standards Code, Sign 
Code), implementing a financial strategy to fund infrastructure, and reviewing major 
transportation projects (e.g., NE 15th/16th Street corridor).  Mr. Inghram acknowledged the work 
of the entire community in the Bel-Red planning effort including the Bel-Red Steering 
Committee, the City’s Boards and Commissions, business and property owners, area 
stakeholders and neighboring residents, Sound Transit, and City staff from multiple departments. 
 
Mr. Inghram reviewed the Sambica amendment representing changes to support the continuation 
of the Sambica camp on Lake Sammamish.  It applies a new Camp and Conference Center 
(CCC) land use designation to the site, and adds the CCC definition to the Comprehensive Plan 
glossary.  It also updates Newcastle Subarea policies S-NC-10, S-NC-10a, and S-NC-10b which 
are related to the Sambica site and address future uses to provide predictability. 
 
Mr. Inghram reviewed the Coal Creek urban growth boundary (UGB) amendment, which adds a 
park (P) land use designation.   
 
The Pedestrian and Bike Transportation Plan Update CPA reflects a number of amendments 
including: 1) An updated project list and maps in the Pedestrian and Bicycle Transportation 
Facility Plan, 2) The addition of a Goal statement and updates to policies in the Transportation 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan, 3) Revisions to Figures TR-11 and TR-12, and 4) Revisions 
to Policy UD-53 in the Urban Design Element as well as to Policy PA-21 in the Parks, Open 
Space and Recreation Element.   
 
Pursuant to Council direction on February 9, Projects B-105-E and B-105-W (Bicycle lane 
projects proposed for 140th Avenue NE) have been removed from the project list and maps.  The 
140th Avenue corridor has been changed on the bicycle network map from a primary to other 
designation.   
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci noted testimony during Oral Communications urging the Council to 
retain the original recommendation of the Bel-Red Steering Committee regarding the Uwajimaya 
site at 156th Avenue NE.  Mr. Stroh recalled that the original recommendation of the Steering 
Committee was to retain the building height limit of the existing zoning.  For the majority of the 
site building heights are limited to 60 feet.  For the section of the site currently zoned as Office 
(O), building heights are restricted to 45 feet.  The Planning Commission recommended a 
building height limit of 70 feet. 
 
Councilmember Lee commended the hard work of everyone involved in this extensive planning 
process.    
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Responding to Mr. Lee, Mr. Stroh explained that building heights in this transition area have 
been an issue of intense interest and discussion.  In response to feedback from the community, 
the Steering Committee decided to not support building heights of 150 feet in this node as has 
been proposed for other major nodes in the Bel-Red corridor.   
 
Following up, Councilmember Lee referenced Mr. Schiring’s testimony that the proposed 
intensity of development at this location is based on its proximity to a future light rail stop.  He 
noted Mr. Schiring’s contention that the node is an arbitrary station location that may not 
ultimately conform with the City’s land use vision and criteria.  Mr. Lee wants to ensure that the 
City’s land use decisions drive light rail planning instead of the reverse. 
 
Mr. Stroh commented that the Bel-Red planning effort has been designed to meet the City’s 
goals of  incorporating transit-oriented development, enhancing environmental stewardship, and 
encouraging mixed uses and pedestrian amenities.  One consideration in this effort, however, is 
the City of Redmond’s plans for a transit station at 152nd, which has informed Bellevue’s 
planning for the area. 
 
Responding to Councilmember Chelminiak, Mr. Stroh explained that proposed zoning related to 
45-foot building heights on this section of 156th Avenue NE allows development to occur closer 
to the street than is currently permitted. 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5858, approving the Bel-Red 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPA) package.  Councilmember Chelminiak seconded 
the motion.  

 
Deputy Mayor Balducci said she looks forward to the implementation of the Bel-Red plan and 
the transformation of this area.  She thanked everyone involved for their hard work including the 
Bel-Red Steering Committee, Boards and Commissions, staff, and Councilmember Chelminiak 
for serving as Council liaison to the Steering Committee.  
 
With regard to building heights in the vicinity of the Uwajimaya property, she is opposed to 
building development occurring closer to the street than is currently allowed.  She acknowledged 
that redevelopment of the Angelo’s site will be a noticeable difference given the low-level 
structure and landscaping of the current development.  However, more intense development of 
this property could occur under current zoning.  Deputy Mayor Balducci expressed support for 
Ordinance No. 5858 as drafted, which she feels is consistent with the vision for redevelopment 
of the Bel-Red corridor. 
 
Councilmember Lee reiterated his position that the City’s land use planning should not be based 
on accommodating future light rail as the primary concern.  He would like to retain in the Transit 
section of the Bel-Red Subarea Plan the reference to potential effective transit alternatives should 
light rail not be developed in the corridor [Page 11-33 of Council packet]. 
 
Councilmember Bonincontri expressed her appreciation for all of the hard work involved in this 
community planning effort.  She supports the Bel-Red plan as presented, acknowledging that 
there will be opportunities to amend the plan as appropriate in the future.   
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Councilmember Chelminiak concurred with Councilmember Lee’s suggestion to retain the 
Subarea Plan language regarding potential transit alternatives should light rail not occur in the 
Bel-Red corridor. 
 
→ Responding to Councilmember Lee, Deputy Mayor Balducci and Councilmember 

Chelminiak accepted the language preserving the consideration of potential transit 
alternatives should light rail not occur in the Bel-Red corridor, as a friendly amendment 
to the original motion. 

 
Councilmember Chelminiak commended the process and outcome of the Bel-Red planning 
effort.  He noted the dedicated work of the Steering Committee that took its time in formulating 
recommendations to produce the right plan, as well as the role of Boards, Commissions, and 
others within the community.  Mr. Chelminiak strongly supports the plan and looks forward to 
its future benefits. 
 
Mayor Degginger suggested a second friendly amendment to a statement in the first paragraph of 
the Transit section of the Bel-Red Subarea Plan [Page 11-33 of the Council packet], which is to 
revise the wording to reflect that King County Metro’s Transit Now program is expected to, 
rather than will, provide rapid ride bus service.  
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci and Councilmember Chelminiak accepted the second friendly 

amendment to the motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5858, as stated above by Mayor 
Degginger. 

 
Councilmember Noble expressed his support for the motion, and thanked all of the participants 
who developed this well structured and thoughtfully crafted plan. 
 
Mayor Degginger noted his agreement with the comments of his fellow Councilmembers. He 
thanked staff, the City’s Boards and Commissions, Terry Lukens and Mike Creighton for 
chairing the Steering Committee, and Councilmember Chelminiak for serving as liaison. 
 
→ The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5858, as amended, carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5859 regarding the Sambica 

CPA, and Councilmember Chelminiak seconded the motion.  
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci expressed support for facilitating Sambica’s continued operation of its 
camp and conference center, which she feels is a wonderful amenity for the community. 
 
→ The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5859 carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5860 implementing the Coal 

Creek urban growth boundary CPA.  Councilmember Chelminiak seconded the motion.  
 
 → The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5860 carried by a vote of 6-0. 
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→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5861 approving the 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment related to the update of the Pedestrian and Bike 
Transportation Plan.  Councilmember Chelminiak seconded the motion.  

 
Deputy Mayor Balducci thanked the Transportation Commission as well as Franz Lowenherz 
and Transportation staff for their time and commitment in this effort. 
 
 → The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5861 carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5862, which formally adopts the 

City’s 2008 Comprehensive Plan Amendments as set forth in Ordinance Nos. 5858, 
5859, 5860, and 5861.  Councilmember Chelminiak seconded the motion. 

 
→ The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5862 carried by a vote of 6-0.  
 
12. Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
13. Continued Oral Communications 
 
John Worthington spoke in reference to the Bel-Red redevelopment plan.  He encouraged 
introducing a grand civic spectacle concept to the area’s development through public and private 
partnerships.  He characterized the planning approach as social engineering. 
 
14. New Business:  None. 
 
15. Executive Session:  None. 
 
16. Adjournment
 
At 9:41 p.m., Mayor Degginger declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
Myrna L. Basich 
City Clerk 
 
/kaw 
 


