
   
  

CITY OF BELLEVUE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Summary Minutes of Extended Study Session 

 
 
 
 
 
January 8, 2007 Council Conference Room 
6:00 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Degginger, Deputy Mayor Chelminiak, and Councilmembers Balducci, 

Davidson, Lee, Marshall, and Noble 
 
ABSENT: None. 
 
1. Call to Order and Oral Communications
 
Mayor Degginger called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
(a) Shannon Boldizsar, Government Affairs Director, Chamber of Commerce, spoke 

regarding interest by the Sonics basketball team in relocating its headquarters to Bellevue 
and potentially building a multi-purpose arena.  She expressed the business community’s 
support for this economic opportunity.  However, their support is contingent upon the 
project’s financial feasibility and its ability to be constructed and successful without 
utilizing City funds.  It is critical that any project of this magnitude be well connected to 
infrastructure and Bellevue businesses, and it must include access and improvements for 
local roads and state corridors. 

 
2. Study Session
 
 (a) Council New Initiatives and City Manager’s Report 
 
Councilmember Balducci noted that the Sonics plan to announce their intentions in late January, 
and they would like a plan to be finalized before the end of this state legislative session.  She 
expressed concern that the City will not have very much time to respond to a proposal, if one is 
submitted.  Ms. Balducci suggested scheduling a public hearing on the issue after the end of 
January.   
 
Dr. Davidson concurred with Ms. Balducci’s suggestions. 
 
Councilmember Marshall spoke in favor of holding the public hearing before Council’s retreat 
the first weekend of February.  She thanked Denny Vidmar, Utilities Director, for providing the 
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street sign repair schedule.  Mrs. Marshall suggested that the Council send a letter to retiring 
Community Councilmember James Eder thanking him for his public service. 
 
Councilmember Lee suggested sending letters to the other two Community Councilmembers 
who recently resigned.  He supports a public hearing regarding the Sonics potential relocation.  
 
  (1) Windstorm Debris Management Report 
 
Utilities Director Denny Vidmar reviewed the area’s winter weather beginning with record-
breaking rain in November, followed by snow and the windstorm.  He provided an update on 
debris management since the December 14 windstorm.  Staff completed a survey of streets to 
identify the locations, types, and amount of storm debris.  City crews and a contractor are 
cleaning up the right-of-way and all work is expected to be completed by the end of February.  
Citizens with questions about when their neighborhood is scheduled for right-of-way cleaning 
may contact Utilities at 425-452-7840.   
 
Mr. Vidmar described the following options for storm debris disposal: 1) Weekly yard waste 
pickup, 2) Free drop-off service at Pacific Topsoils, and 3) Residents can contract directly with 
Allied Waste to have a landscaping container placed in their neighborhood.  Public information 
has been provided through news releases, KIRO radio, the City’s web page, and Neighborhood 
News.  Letters regarding debris cleanup and disposal are being mailed to residents in the areas 
hardest hit by the storm – Bridle Trails, Enatai, Newport, Phantom Lake, Sherwood Forest, and 
Somerset.  Materials for non-English speaking residents are being prepared in Korean, Japanese, 
Chinese, Russian, Spanish, and Vietnamese.   
 
Mayor Degginger thanked staff for the update. 
 
 (b) Federal Legislative Update 
 
Alison Bennett, Utilities Policy Program Manager, introduced Vicki Cram, Ball Janik LLP 
(Washington, D.C.), who provides federal lobbying on behalf of the City.   
 
Ms. Cram briefly reviewed that the City had four FY 2007 appropriation requests relating to:  
1) 911 Communications Center, 2) Bellevue Arts Museum, 3) West Lake Sammamish Parkway, 
and 4) Mercer Slough Environmental Education Center.  The 911 Communications Center 
request was preliminarily funded.  However, the last Congress did not complete the 
appropriations process.  Congress has decided not to include any of the FY 2007 earmarks in 
order to begin and expedite the FY 2008 appropriations process and budget development.  As a 
result, the City will not receive funding for the 911 Communications Center.   
 
Ms. Cram noted that Bellevue and many cities around the country were active in opposing the 
Telecommunications Act rewrite, which threatened cities’ control over rights-of-way.  It is likely 
that some form of revised legislation will be considered this year, and the delegation is well 
informed regarding local governments’ concerns on these complex issues.  In addition, the FCC 
is working to nationalize the franchise (e.g., cable) process.   
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Ms. Cram reviewed the strong delegation of Democrats from Washington state who will be 
working in a Democrat-controlled Congress. Senator Murray chairs the appropriations 
subcommittee covering urban areas issues including transportation and HUD.  She is the fourth 
ranking member in the Senate leadership.  Senator Cantwell has moved to the Senate Finance 
Committee which handles issues important to Bellevue involving tax incentives and the tax code.  
Congressman Norman Dicks will chair the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and 
Congressman Adam Smith will chair a new Armed Forces Subcommittee.   
 
Congress will be focusing on some issues that have not received much attention in recent years, 
many of them domestic issues including the minimum wage.  Ms. Cram said there will be 
oversight hearings on a number of issues first.  Issues already identified will be moving to the 
House this week and next week, but will take time to work through the Senate. 
 
Ms. Cram said the House will be focusing on national housing policies, with an emphasis on 
affordable housing.  This could result in programmatic changes, potentially more funding, and 
changes to the Tax Code regarding a low-income housing tax credit.   
 
Another prominent issue is local climate change.  Senator Barbara Boxer of California chairs the 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, and she has indicated she would like to have 
two subcommittees on global climate change.  One would be on public sector responses to global 
climate change and the other relating to the private sector.  There will likely be a number of 
hearings initially followed by legislative action.  The Senate is not anticipating one big energy 
bill, but the Democrats have introduced what is called a marker bill, which functions as a 
placeholder.  Legislation will likely address renewable and alternative fuels in a number of 
smaller bills.  Senator Cantwell is expected to be involved in this effort as well. 
 
Ms. Cram anticipates a renewed interest in water infrastructure and means for funding it.  There 
is support for legislation in this area within both parties.  A key interest is identifying additional 
funding to localities for this challenging issue.   
 
Transportation will be an issue as well, with the next reauthorization slated for 2009.  Congress 
and the administration are both focusing on how to fund additional transportation projects.  The 
gas tax, which is diminishing, will not meet the needs, and a panel is exploring alternative 
funding resources.   
 
Councilmember Balducci reviewed that the City did well in 2005 by receiving funding for the 
NE 10th Street project.  She questioned whether there is anything the Council and City can do to 
be most effective in 2007.  Ms. Cram said past visits with members of Congress and staff have 
helped Bellevue’s position.  She noted Mayor Degginger is planning to visit and that 
Councilmember Lee recently participated in the National League of Cities conference.  She feels 
Bellevue does a good job of welcoming members of Congress to Bellevue to see its projects.  
 
Mayor Degginger noted that Senator Murray visited the 911 Communications Center this past 
summer.   
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Responding to Deputy Mayor Chelminiak, Ms. Cram agreed that Bellevue will need to be more 
diligent in working with federal agencies this year. 
 
Responding to Councilmember Lee, Ms. Cram said it is Council’s decision as to whether it 
wants to request funding for the same four projects again, or others.  She felt funding would be 
more likely if a project has moved significantly forward in the past year, has more local funding 
attached to it, and/or has experienced a major development that makes it more compelling.   
 
Councilmember Marshall said there are several projects the City has funded, and she feels it is 
time for the federal government to contribute as well.  She noted the City has not lobbied in the 
past for federal funding for the West Lake Sammamish Parkway project.  Mrs. Marshall said the 
project addresses runoff engineering and the undergrounding of utilities.  She would like to 
invite federal legislators out to visit this project site and talk with Councilmembers and residents.   
 
Mayor Degginger thanked Ms. Cram and staff for the report. 
 
 (c) Transportation CIP Quarterly Update 
 
Dave Berg, Assistant Director of Transportation, provided an update of third quarter 2006 
activities related to Transportation CIP (Capital Investment Program) projects.  Transportation 
projects fall into the following categories: 1) Roadways, 2) Intersections, 3) Walkways and 
bikeways, and 4) Minor capital.  Expenditures for the entire year totaled approximately $26 
million.  The City overspent its minor capital budget, primarily due to escalating paving costs.   
 
The Transportation Department awarded seven new contracts in third quarter 2006 including for 
the 145th Place SE Improvements (Phase 1) project.  A major activity was advertising for bids on 
the NE 10th Street Extension (Stage 1) project.   
 
Moving to the Design Phase Variance graph (Depicting difference between budget and actual 
expenditures), Mr. Berg said three projects completed during 2005-2006 were under budget on 
design expenditures.  One item was work on the NE 10th Street Extension project, with the 
savings a reflection of the effective coordination with the State and the two adjacent medical 
facilities.  Another project was 148th Avenue SE and Lake Hills Boulevard intersection 
improvements, which had very specific design scope and was accelerated to be completed this 
year.   
 
Responding to Councilmember Davidson, Mr. Berg confirmed that the NE 10th Street and 148th 
Avenue SE  projects were completed during the fourth quarter.   
 
Mr. Berg reviewed 2005-2006 consultant costs as a percentage of projects’ construction contract 
costs.  This percentage was 10 percent for the 148th Avenue SE/Lake Hills Boulevard project, 
while most projects fell within the targeted 15-25 percent range.  Mr. Berg noted that the 
percentage of consultant costs depicted for the NE 10th Street Extension project is an error. 
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Mr. Berg reviewed the Construction Contract Variance graph for projects completed in 2005-
2006.  The majority of projects were completed at or below the original contract amount.   
 
He highlighted a number of projects.  The 148th Avenue SE and Lake Hills Boulevard project is 
going smoothly, and no risks have been identified.  The Lakemont Boulevard Extension project, 
involving wetland mitigation as well, has been completed.  The 150th Avenue SE (Newport Way 
to SE 36th Street) project is close to being completed, and had a deficit of $345,600.  Most of the 
deficit has been taken care of through King County’s contributions and the CIP recosting 
process, leaving a deficit of $120,000.  Once the work is completed, the City will again negotiate 
with the County to request reimbursement for work completed in unincorporated King County.   
 
The contract for Stage 1 of the NE 10th Street Extension project was awarded on October 23.  
Contractors for the City and both hospitals have cooperated well with each other.  All three 
contractors meet weekly to coordinate their work.  The Stage 2 contract, managed by the 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) expects 90 percent plans in March.  
This phase will provide the over-crossing from the medical campus across I-405 to 112th 
Avenue.  The Stage 2 contract will be advertised for bids in fall/winter 2007 if it appears that 
Stage 1 work will be completed in the spring of 2008 as anticipated.   
 
A walkway/bikeway project extends from 119th Avenue SE and SE 60th Street to Lake Heights 
Street in Newport Hills.  Expenditures are approximately seven percent above the original 
contract amount, primarily due to paving work involving additional material quantities.   
 
A second walkway/bikeway project on NE 24th Street (Northup Way to 130th Avenue NE) is 
projected to be slightly over budget.  Increased costs are attributed to initial paving work, wall 
material quantities, and traffic control.  Winter weather has also caused extra work to deal with 
excess rain.   
 
The 140th Avenue NE Pathway Improvements project experienced a change order in December, 
primarily to change the wall type.  The south two-thirds of the project is completed. 
 
The 145th Place SE Neighborhood Investment Strategy (NIS) project between SE 8th Street and 
Kamber Road is progressing.  The wall has been constructed.  However, Qwest has been delayed 
in relocating some phone poles due to continued work following the December windstorm.   
 
Responding to Councilmember Lee, Mr. Berg said residents of Logan Woods have an existing 
fence along the right-of-way line.  They requested a concrete wall similar to the one on 140th 
Avenue NE.  Mr. Berg explained that the wall along 140th Avenue was a tradeoff to obtain 
property needed to build the project.  The City does not need property or rights-of-way for the 
145th Place SE project, and staff has informed residents that the fence will not be replaced 
because the project does not have impacts to the fence.  Residents have not responded to that 
communication.   
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Responding to Deputy Mayor Chelminiak, Mr. Berg said he will provide information on noise 
measurements conducted for the project.  All were well under the threshold of the City Code  
However, Mr. Berg is not sure if measurements were taken in Logan Woods. 
 
3. Executive Session
 
At 7:01 p.m., Mayor Degginger declared recess to Executive Session for approximately one hour 
to discuss one item of property acquisition. 
 
Following the Executive Session, the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 
 
 
 
Myrna L. Basich 
City Clerk 
 
kaw 

  


